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PREFACE 

| ‘TO 
.PHE FIRST EDITION 
nie | 


PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE. ° 


Fanttar letters have been usually considered 
as exhibiting a portraiture of the human mind : 
and though perhaps they are not always to be so 
regarded, especially in the intercourse of public 
men upon subjects involving particular interests 
and questions of national policy ; ‘yet even from 
“these documents the most valuable materials of 
history are ‘drawn, and the secret springs of great 
di Hence it is, that a deserved 


importance bas ever been attached to the corres- 


pondence of persons . sho have figured with dis- 
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tinction in political revolutions, and the founda- 
tion of new states: for hereby are unfolded the 
motives of individuals, and the influence of parties ; 
from whose pertinacity and intrigues proceed 
conflicts, projects, and establishments which the 
agitators never contemplated, and which the most 
sagacious observers of human nature gpald not 
have anticipated. 


- Among the changes that have mens: Tolan in 


the condition of political society, the separation of 


the American colonies from the parent country has 
been by far the most prolific and extensive in its 
effects of any in the history of modern ages. | ‘a 
It is presumed, therefore, that little need be 
said ‘on the value of the correspondence of Dr. 
FRANKLIN, whose extraordinary abilities as a 
statesman were felt and acknowledged in both 
countries, and by persons of opposite sentiments. 
But what renders his letters on the public con- 
cerns in which he was engaged peculiarly interest- 
ing, is the spirit of candour that runs through the 
whole of them, and the ‘style of simplicity by 


which they are recommended as “models of epis- 
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tolary composition, and stamped beyond all ques- 
tion as authorities of the first character ; though 
certainly: not written with a view to publication. 
Here will be seen to equal advantage, the philo- 
sopher and the man of business, the moralist and 
negociator, the profound legislator, and the familiar 
friend, who opens his mind and delivers his sen- 
timents with the same ingenuousness on matters of 
science and policy, the conduct of private life and 
the interests’ of nations. The correspondence 
contained in this collection, is indeed a store of 
the soundest lessons of practical wisdom upon 
_subjects of universal moment, and it is also a 
repository of information which will afford the 
best instruction to politicians, and will prove a 
sure guide to the future historian, who shall under- 
take the task of recording the several stages that 
have led to the establishment of American Inde- 
pendence, with the consequences of that event 
upon the states of Europe. The Mrmorrs and 
CorrEsPoNnDENCE of Dr. Franxtrwn will shew 
much more clearly the great chain on which the 


fate of nations depends, than the debates of se- 
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nates, the cabals of cabinets, or the. details of 
battles: .and to an Englishman, the Letters, now 
for the’ first. time published, will be curious and 
important in a very high degree, as throwing a 
strong light upon the’ early, part.of the present 
reign, and upon, the characters of those persons 
who had a principal share in the counsels which 
produced the dismemberment of the British empire, 
and the creation of a power, which, from, being a 
dependent state, has beconie tay ‘most formidable 


‘rival, 
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| | PART I. ie 
_ LETTERS ON MISCELLANEOUS SUBJECTS. 


"To Grorcr Warrrrerp, ' (The “gpa 
On Faith Pate Good Works. 


a ny - Philadelphia, June 6, 1753. 
cid I received your kind letter of the 2d mstant, 
and am. glad to hear that you increase in strength; I hope 
you will continue mending till you. recover your former 
health and firmness. Let me know whether you still use 
the cold bath, and what effect it has. “Tee | 

As to the kindness -you mention, I wish it contd have 
been of more service to you. But if it had, the only 
thanks I should desire is, that you would always be 


* One of ‘the founders of the Methodists; born at Glocester, 
1714, died in New England, 1770. See a full account of him in 
the Memoirs of the Life of Dr. Franklin. : paiad 
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equally ready to serve any other person that may need 
your assistance, and so let good offices go round; for 
mankind,are all-of a family. 

For my own part, when I am enipho yet in serving 
others, I do not look upon myself as conferring favors, 
but as paying debts. In my travels, and since my settle- 
ment, I have received much kindness from men, to whom 
I shall never have any opportunity of making the least di- 
rect return; and numberless mercies from God, who is 
infinitely above being benefited by our services. Those 
kindnesses from men, I can therefore only return on their 
fellow men, and 1 can only show my gratitude for these 
mercies from God, by a readiness to help his other chil- 
dren, and my brethren. For I do not think that thanks 
and compliments, though repeated weekly, can discharge. 
our real obligations to each other, and much less those to 
our Creator. You will see m this my notion of good 
works, that I am far from expecting to merit heaven by 
them. By heaven we understand a state of happiness, infi- 
nite in degree, and eternal in duration: I can do nothing 
to deserve such rewards. He that for giving a draught of 
water to a thirsty person, should expect to be paid with a 
good plantation, would be modest in his demands, com- 
pared with those who think they deserve heaven for the 
little good they do on earth. Even the mixed imperfect 
pleasures we enjoy ‘in this world, are rather from God’s 
goodness than our merit: ‘how much more stich hap-— 
piness of heaven! For my part, I have not the vanity 
to-think I deserve it, the folly to expect it, nor the ambi- 
tion to desire it; but content myself in submitting to the . 
will.and disposal of that God. who made me, who has 
hitherto preserved and blessed me, and in whose fatherly 
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goodness I may well confide, that he will never make me 
miserable ; and that even the afflictions I rap at ay time 
suffer shall tend to my benefit. | 

The faith you mention has certainly its use in the wiki 
Ido not desire to see it diminished, nor would I en- 
deayour to lessen it in any man. But I wish it were 
more productive of good works, than I have generally 
seen it: I mean real good works; works of kindness, 
charity, mercy, and public spirit; not holiday-keeping, 
sermon-reading, or hearing; performing church ceremo- 
nies, or making long prayers, filled with flatteries and 
compliments, despised even by wise men, and much less 
capable of pleasing the Deity. The worship of God is a 
duty ; the hearing and reading of sermons may be useful ; 
but if.men rest in hearing and praying, as too many bk 
it is as if a. tree should value itself on being watered and 
putting forth leaves, though it never produced any ‘fruit. 

Your great master thought much less of these outward 
appearances and professions, than many of his modern 
disciples, He preferred the doers of the word to the mere 
hearers; the son that seemingly refused to obey his father, 
and yet performed his commands, to him that professed 
his readiness but neglected the work; the heretical but 
charitable Samaritan, to the uncharitable though ortho-— 
dox priest, and sanctified Levite; and those who gave 
food to the hungry, drink to the thirsty, raiment to *the 
naked, entertainment to the stranger, and relief to the sick, 
though they never heard of his name, he declares shall in- 
the last day be accepted; when those who cry Lord’ 
Lord! who value themselves upon their faith, though 
great enough to perform miracles, but have neglected 
good works, shall be rejected. He professed that he 
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came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance ; 
which implied his modest opinion that there were some 
in his time who thought themselves so good that they 
need not hear even him for improvement; but now-a-days 
we have scarce a little parson that does not think it the 
duty of every man within his reach to sit under his petty 
ministrations; and that whoever omits them, offends God. 
I wish to such more humility, and to you health and hap- 
piness ; being 

Your friend and servant, B. FRANKLIN. 

‘To Miss STEVENSON, AT WANSTEAD. — 
Advice in Reading. . 


, Craven Street, May 16, 1760. 
L send my good girl the books I mentioned to 
her last night. I beg her to accept of them as a small 
mark of my esteem and friendship. They are written in 
the familiar easy manner for which the French are so re- 
markable; and afford a good deal of philosophic and prac- 
tical knowledge unembarrassed with the dry mathematics, 
used by more exact reasoners, but which is apt to dis- 
courage young beginners. ’ 
I. would advise you to read with. a pen in your hand, 
and enter in a little book short hints of what you find that 
is curious, or that may be useful; for this will be the best 
method of imprinting such particulars im your memory, 
where they will be ready, either for practice on some future 
occasion, if they are matters of utility ; ; orat least to adorn 
and improve your conversation, if they, are rather points - 
of curiosity. And as many of the terms of science are 
such as you cannot have met with in your common read- 


PART I. OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. § 


ing, and may therefore be unacquainted with, [ think it 
would be well for you to have a good dictionary at hand, 
to! consult immediately when you meet with a word you 
do not comprehend the precise meaning of., ‘his may at 
first seem troublesome and interrupting ; but it is a trouble 
that will daily diminish, as you will daily find less and 
less occasion for your dictionary as you become more ac- 
quainted with the terms ; and in the mean time you will 
read ‘with more satisfaction,’ because with more under- 
standing. - When any point occurs, in which you would 
be glad to have farther information than your, book affords 
you, I beg you would not in the least apprehend, that I 
should think it a trouble to receive. and answer, your 
questions. It will be a pleasure, and no trouble. . For 
though i may not be able, out of my own little stock of 
knowledge, to afford you what you require, I can easily 
direct you to the books, where it may most readily be 
found. Adieu, and believe me ever, my dear friend, 

.». Your’s affectionately, | B. FRANKLIN, 


To Joun Basxervinir. (The Printer.) 
DEAR Si, f ‘ Craven Street, London, 1760. 
‘Let me give you a pleasant instance of the 
prejudice some have entertained against your work, Soon 


« Joun BASKERVILLE, the celebrated type-founder and printer, 
~was born in 1706, at Wolverley, in the County of Worcester. . Hav- 
ing a small estate of about sixty pounds a year, ! he, was. not bred to 
any profession; but in 1726, he became a schoolmaster at Birm- 
. ingham, which he continued many years. _ Afterwards he entered 
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after I returned, discoursing with a gentleman concerning 
the artists of Birmingham, he said you would be a 
means of blinding all the readers in the nation; for the 
strokes of your letters being toe thin and narrow, hurt the 
eye, and he could never read a line of them without pain. 
I thought, said I, you were going to complain of the gloss 
of. the paper, some object to. ‘No, no,” said he, “ I 
have heard that mentioned, but it is not that; it is in the 
form and cut of the letters themselves ; they have not that 
height and thickness of the stroke, which makes the com- 
mon printing so much the more comfortable to the eye.” 
—You see this gentleman was a connoisseur. ' In vain I 
endeavoured to support your character against the charge ; 
he knew what he felt, and could see the reason of it, and 
several other gentlemen among, his. friends had made the 
same observation, &c. Yesterday he called to visit me, 


upon the japanning business, which succeeded so well as to enable 
him to purchase a country house and to set up his carriage; each 
pannel of which was a distinct picture, and the whole might be. 
considered as a pattern card of his trade. In 1750, he began 
business as a type-founder, on which he spent many hundreds 
before he could produce a letter to please himself. By perseve- 
rance he overcame all obstacles, and in 1756 published an edition 
of Virgil in quarto, which was followed by Paradise Lost, the 
Bible, “(aan Prayer, and several other works. In 1765, he 
applied to Dr. Franklin, then at Paris, to sound the literati there 
respecting the purchase of his types, but the proposal was not ac- 
cepted. They were many years after purchased by the celebrated 
M. De Beaumarchais, and employed in the printing his ‘edition 
of the works of Voltaire. Baskerville died at Birmingham, in 
1775; and as he had ‘an aversion to churchyards, he was by his 
own direction buried in a mausoleum erected on hisown gropnds. 
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when, mischievously bent to try his judgment, I stepped 
into my closet, tore off the top of Mr. Caslon’s * speci- 
men, and produced it to him as yours, brought with me 
from Birmingham ;. saying, [ had been examining it, 
since he spoke to me, and could not for my life perceive 
the disproportion he mentioned, desiring him to point it 
out to me. He readily undertook it, and went over the 
several founts, shewing me every where what he thought 
instances of that disproportion; and declared, that he 
could not then read the specimen without feeling very 
strongly the pain he had mentioned to me. I spared him 
that time, the confusion of being told, that these were the 
types, he had been reading all his life with so much ease 
to his eyes ; ; the types his adored Newton is printed with, 
on which he has pored not a little; nay, the very types 
his own book is printed with ; (for he is himself an author) 
and yet never discovered this painful disproportion ‘in 
them, till he thought they were yours. Iam, &c. 
lat B, FRANKLIN. 


To Joun ALLEYNE, Eso. 
On early Marriages. , 


Dear Jacx, Craven Street, August 9, 1768. 
You desire, you say, my impartial thoughts. on the 
subject of ‘an early marriage, by way of answer to the 
numberless objections that have been made by numerous 
persons to your own. You may remember, when you 
consulted me on the occasion, that I thought youth. on 
both :sides to. be no objection. Indeed, from the mar- 
rlages’ that have fallen under my observation, I am rather 


* An eminent type-engraver and letter-founder in London. 
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inclined to think, that early ones stand the best chance of 
happiness. The temper and habits of the young are not 
yet become so stiff and uncomplying, as when more 
advanced i in life ; they form more easily to each other, 
and hence many occasions of disgust’ are removed. “And 
if youth has ‘less of that prudence: which is necessary to 
manage ‘a. family, yet the parents and elder: friends of 
young married | persons are generally at hand to afford 


their advice, which’ amply supplies that defect ; and by 


early marriage, youth is sooner formed to regular and 
ors ie and F anal some | of those accidents: or 
feputationt or both, are “theleby happily prevented - Par- 
ticular’ circumstances of particular persons, may possibly 


! sometimes: “make it prudent ‘to delay entering into ‘that 


state ; : but in general when nature has rendered our bodies 
fit for it, the presumption is in nature’s favor, that she 
has not’ ‘judged amiss in making us desire it. ~ Late mar- 
riages ‘are “often attended, too, with this further imcon- 
venience, that there is not the same chance that the 
parents shall live to see their offspring educated. “ Late 


children,” says the Spanish proverb, “ are early orphans.” 


A melancholy reflection to those whose case it may be! 
With us in Amer! ica, marriages are generally im the 
morning of life; our children’are therefore educated. and 
settled in ieoWuna by noon; and thus, our business 
being done; we have an afternoon and evening of cheerful 
leisure to ourselves 5 : such as our friend at present enjoys: 


‘By these éarly marriages we are. blessed with more chil- 


dren; and from the mode among us, founded’ by: nature, 
of every mother suckling and nursing her own child, more 
of them are raised. ‘Thence the swift progress of popu- 
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lation among us, unparalleled. in Europe. In fine, f am 
glad you are married, and congratulate you ‘most cordially 
upon it. You are now in the way of becoming a useful 
citizen; and you have. escaped the unnatural” state of 
celibacy for life—the fate of many here, who never in- 
tended it, but who having. too long postponed the change 
of their, condition, find, at length, that it is. too late to 


think of it, and ‘so live all their lives in a situation that | 


ereatly Jessens a man’s value, » An?odd volume of a set of 
books, bears not the value! of its proportion to, the set; 
what think you of the odd half of ‘a pair of scissars? it 
can’t well cut spl thing’ bs 16) indy possibly serve to scrape 
a tréiobor, woduracedo yon mubew Uot slain oghokes 
Pray hikes ‘my ecplitn and ‘best abehdg accept- 
able to your’bride. | 1 am old and heavy,’ or I should ere 
_ this have presented them in person, I shall make but 
small use of'the old man’s ‘privilege, that of giving advice 
-to-younger. friends... Treat. your wife always with respect; 
it will procure respect to you, not only from her, but from 
‘all that observe it. Never use a slighting expression to 
her, even in’ ‘jest, fo shights: dn: jest, after frequent bandy- 
ings, are apt to end in angry earnest. Be ‘studious in 
‘your profession, and. you will be learned. Be industrious 
and frugal, and you will be, rich. ‘Be sober and. tem- 
perate, and. you will be healthy... Bei in general virtuous, 
and you will be happy. At least, you will, by. such 
‘conduct, stand the best chance for such consequences. | I 
pray God t to > bless ay both; being ever your affectionate 
friend, Poe ita Pap Re FRanwuin, 


j 
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isis Micitarn Coxzinsoy, Esq. $i 
_ Respecting Mr, Peter Collinson. — 


Duar Sir, [[No.date.] (supposed to be in 1768, or 1769.) 
og ‘Understanding that an account of our dear 
departed friend, Mr, Peter Collinson, * is mtended to be 
given to the. public, I cannot omit expressing my appro- 
bation of the design. ‘The characters of good men are 
exemplary, and often stimulate the well disposed to an. 
imitation, beneficial to mankind, and honorable to them- 
selves. And as you may be unacquainted with the follow- 
ing instances. of his zeal and usefulness in promoting 
knowledge, which fell within my observation, I take the 
liberty of informing you, that in 1730, a. subscription 
library being set on foot at Philadelphia, he encouraged 
the design by making several very valuable. presents to it, 
aud procuring others from his friends : and as.the library 


~ © Petet Collinson, F.R.S. a ‘very celebrated botanist, was de- 
scended from a family of ancient standing in the County of 
Westmoreland, but born himself in 1693, in ‘Clement’s: Lane, . 
Lombard Street, His parents. realized a handsome fortune. by 
trade in Gracechurch Street, the bulk of which coming to Peter, 
who was the eldest son, he was enabled ‘to follow his favourite 
pursuit ‘of natural history. He had one of the finest gardens i in 
England, at Peckham, in Surrey, whence he removed in 1749 to 
Mill Hill, in the parish of Hendon in Middle8ex, where he died in 
1768. Mr. Collinson kept up a correspondence with men of- 
science in all, parts. of the world, and he sent.the first electrical 
machine that was ever seen in America, as a present to the Phi- 
losophical Society at Philadelphia. He was also a liberal contri- 
butor to the public library of that city; and an intimate friend of 
Dr. Franklin, who received from him many hints and papers on 
the subject of electricity. 
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company had a considerable sum arising annually to be 
laid out in books, and needed a judicious friend in London 
to transact the business for them, he voluntarily and 
cheerfully undertook that service, and executed: it for 
more than thirty years successively, assisting in the choice 
of books, and taking the whole care of collecting and 
shipping ‘them, without ever charging or accepting any 
consideration for his trouble. The success of this library 
(greatly owing to his kind countenance and: good advice) 
encouraged the erecting others in different places on the 
same plan; and it is supposed there are now upwards of 
thirty subsisting .in. the several colonies, which ‘have con: 
tributed greatly to the spreading of useful. knowledge in 
that part of the world ; the books he. recommended being 
albof that kind, and een catalogue of this first library 
being much respected and followed te aiid dibraries 
that:succeeded, (ie ty@ 0idenn Pood Downe’ 
During the same time he Siamesnidieilt to the directors 
of the library the earliest accounts of every new European 
improvement in agriculture and the arts, and every philo- 
sophical. discovery ; among which, in 1745, he sent over 
an account of the new German experiments in electricity, 
together with a glass tube, and some directions for using 
it, so.as to repeat those experiments. ‘This was the first 
notice [had of that curious subject, which I afterwards 
prosecuted with some diligence, being encouraged by the 
friendly reception ‘he’ gave to the letters I wroté to: him 
upon it, . Please to accept this ‘small testimony of ‘mine 
to his memory, for which I shall ever have the -utmost. 
respect; and believe me, with sincere esteem, dear Sir, 
. Your inost humble servant, B. FrRanKuin. 
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To Micuary Hintecras, Esq. PHILADELPHIA. | 
_ On covering Houses with Copper. . 
caidas +» London, March 17, 1770. 


tye') oe. [received your favor of November 25, 
and have made inquiries, as you desired, concerming the 
‘copper covering of houses: »It has been used here ina 
few instances only,'and the practice does not seem to gain 
ground. » The copper is about the thickness of a common 
playing card, and though a dearer metal than lead, 1 am 
told that .as less weight. serves,.on account of its/being so 
much thinner, and as slighter wood-work in the roof. is 
sufficient to ‘support it, the roof is not dearer,.on the 
whole, than one covered with lead, It is said that hail 
and rain make a disagreeable drumming noise on copper ; 
but this, I suppose, is rather fancy; for the plates being 
fastened to the rafters, must, in a great measure, deaden 
such sound.’ ‘The first cost, whatever it is, will be all, as 
a copper covering must last for ages; and) when. .the 
house decays, the plates will. still have intrinsic:worth. 
In Russia, I am informed, many houses are covered. with 
plates of iron tinned, (such as our tin pots and) other 
wares are made of,) laid-on over the edges.of one another, 
like tiles ;..and which, it is said, last very long; the: tin 
preserving the iron from much decay by rusting.» dn. 
France and the Low Countries I have seen many spouts 
or ‘pipes for conveying the water down from the roofs 
of houses, made of the same kind of tin plates, soldered 
cae 7 -and they seem to stand very well. . 

= sincere regard, | am; yours, Xe.) 


> 


Le ig he te ee LF cppaact toa, & Bie RARELIN. 


& 
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To, Samuet Ruoapns, Esq. 

Contuining the Method of covering Houses with Copper. 
~ Dear FRienp, London, June 26, 1770. 

| It is a long time since I had the 
pleasure of hearing from you directly. Mrs. Franklin 
has, indeed, now and then acquainted me of -your welfare, 
which I am always elad to hear of. It is, I fear, partly, 
if not altogether, my fault that our correspondence has 
fot been regularly continued. One thing I am sure of, 
that it has been from no want of regard on either side, 
but rather from too much business, and avocations of 
various kinds, and my having little: of importance to com- 
municate. . sells ie 

One of our good citizens, Mr. Hintégras! anxious for 
the future safety of our town, wrote to me some time 
since, desiring I would enquire concerning the covering 
of houses here with copper. I sent him the best informa- 
tion I could then obtain, but have since received the 
inclosed* from an ingenious friend, who is what they call 
| | 
1 «The carpentry of the roof being formed with its proper 
descents, is, in the first place, sheeted or covered with deals, 
nailed horizontally upon the rafters, after the same manner as 
when intended to be covered with lead. The sheets of the copper 
for this covering are two feet by four, and for covering the slopes 
of the roof are cast so thin as to weigh eight or nine pounds, and 
for covering. the flats or gutters, ten or eleven pounds each, or 
about one pound, or a pound and a quarter to the superficial foot. 
“ A string of strong cartridge paper (over-lapping a little at its 

joints) is regularly tacked down upon the sheeting of wood, under 
the copper covering, as the work proceeds from eaves to ridge. 
‘It prevents the jingling sound of hail or rain falling upon the 
roof, and answers another purpose, to be mentioned by and by- 


- ' 


/ 
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~ here a civil engineer. © L should be glad you would peruse 
it, think of the matter a little, and give me. your senti- 
ments of it. When you have done with the paper, please 

“In order to shew the regular process of laying down the roof, 
we must begin with fastening two sheets together lengthwise: 
The edges of two sheets are laid down so as to lap or cover each 
other an inch, and a slip of the same copper, about three anda 
half inches broad, called the reeve, is introduced between them. 
Four oblong holes or slits, are then cut or punched through the 
whole, and they are fastened or riveted together by copper nails, 
with small round shanks and flat heads. Indents are then cut. 
13 inch deep upon the seam at top and bottom. The right-hand 
sheet and the reeve are then folded back to the left. The reeve 
is then folded to the right, and the sheets being laid on the roof 
in their place, it is nailed down to the sheeting with flat-headed 
short copper nails. The right-hand sheet is then folded over 
the reeve to the right, and the whole beat down flat upon the 
‘cartridge paper covering the sheeting, and thus they are fastened 
and laid in their places, by nailing down the reeve only; and by 
reason of the oblong holes through them and the reeve, have a 
little liberty to expand or contract with the heat and cold, without 
raising themselves up from the sheeting, or tearing themselves or 
the fastening to pieces. Two other sheets are then fixed together, 
according to the first and second operations above, and their — 
seam, with the reeve, introduced under the upper ends of the 
seam of the former, so as to cover down about two inches upon | 
the upper ends of the former sheets; and so far the cartridge 
paper is allowed to cover the two first sheets. This edge of the 
paper is dipt im oil, or in turpentine, so far before its application, — 
and thus a body between the sheets is formed impenetrable to 
wets: and the reeve belonging to the two last sheets is nailed 
down to the sheeting as before, and the left-hand sheet is turned. 
down to the right. Four sheets dre now laid’ dewn, with the 
seam or joint rising to the ridge; and thus the work is continued, 
both vertically and horizontally, till the roof be covered, the sides 
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to give it to Mr. Wildhaier I am told by Lord Soe De- 
spencer, who has covered a long piazza, or gallery, with 
copper, that the expence is charged in this account too 
high, for his cost but one shilling and tenpence per foot, 
all charges included. I suppose his copper must have 
been thinner. .And, indeed, it is so strong a metal, amt 
I think it may well be used very thin. 

‘It appears to me of great impdrtance to build our 
dwelling-houses, if we can, in a manner more secure from 
danger by fire. We-scarcely ever hear of fire in Paris. 
When I was there, I took particular notice of the coné 
struction of their houses, and I did not see how one of 
them could well be burnt. The roofs are slate or tile, : 
the walls are stone, the rooms generally lined with stucco 
or plaster, instead of wainscot, the floors of stucco, or of 
six-sided tiles painted brown, or of flag stone, or of 
marble ; if any floors were of wood, they were of oak 
wood, which is not so inflammable as pine. ~ Carpets 
prevent the coldness of stone or brick floors offending the 
feet in winter, and the noise of treading ‘on such floors, 
overhead, is. less inconvenient than on boards. The stairs 
too,. at Paris, are either stone or brick, with only a 
wooden edge or corner for the step; so that, on the 
saci though the Parisians: sprees bara: wood: in a 


i Sy 


a 


and ends of each sheet being alternately each way, undermos 
and uppermost. dealt 

“ The price for copper, nails, and seusvaeuhsiss runs. at. pies 
eight pounds ten shillings per cwt. or two shillings and threepence 
per foot ‘superficial, exclusive of the lappings ; and about two 
shillings and eightpence per foot upon the whole; which is 


rather above half as much more as the price of doing it well with. 
lead.” 


4 a , 
4 
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their chimnies, a more dangerous kind of fuel thamthat 
used here, yet their house’ escape extremely’ well, as 
there is little in a room’ that’ can be consumed by fire 
except | the furniture ; whereas in London, perhaps scarcely 
a year passes. in which half a million of property and 
many lives are not: lost by this destructive element. _ Of 
late, indeed, they begin here to leave off wainscoting their 


roonis, and imstead of it cover the walls with stucco, often — 


formed into pannels, like wainscot, which, being painted, 
is very strong and warm. Stone staircases too, with iron 
rails, grow more and more inte fashion, here. But. stone 
steps cannot, in some circumstances, be fixed ; and there, 
‘methinks, oak. is ‘safer than’ pine ; and I assure you, that 
m many genteel houses here, both old. and new, the stairs 
and floors are oak, and look extremely well. Perhaps 
solid oak for the steps would be: still safer. than boards ; 
and two steps might be cut diagonally. out.of one. piece. 
Excuse my talking to you ona subject with which you 
must be so much better, acquainted than I am._ At is 
partly to make out a letter, and partly 1 in hope | that by 
turning your attention to the pomt, some. methods _ of 
greater security in our future building may.be. thought of 
aod prom: 7d by you, whose. judgment. I. know has de- 
servedly great weight with our fellow-citizens.. For though 
our town has not hitherto suffered very greatly by fire, yet 
I am apprehensive, that some time or other, by a, con- 
currence of unlucky circumstances, such as. dry weather, 
hard frost; and high. winds, a fire then happening .may 
suddenly spread far and wide over our cedar roofs, and: ‘do 


us immense mischief. s am, yours, &e. bs Pill 2. en. 
al cad + Patan. | 


- 
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To Governor Frankuin,' New Jursey. 
. On Exercise of the Body. 


London, August 19; 1772. 

3. yours of May 14th, you acquaint me with 
your indisposition, which gave me great concern. The 
resolution you have taken to use more exercise is ex- 
tremely proper ; and I hope you will steadily perform it. 
It is of the greatest importance to prevent diseases, since 
the cure of them by physic is so very precarious. In 
considering the different kinds of exercise, I haye thought. 
that the quantum of each is to be judged of, not by time 
or by distance, but by the degree of warmth it produces 
in the body : thus, when I observe if [am cold when I 
get into a carriage in a morning gh may | ride all day 
without being warmed by it; inet if on horseback my 
feet are cold, I may ride some hours before they become 
warm; but if I am ever so cold on foot, I cannot walk 
an he briskly, without glowing from head to foot by 
the ‘quickened circulation; I have been. ready to say, 
(using. round | numbers id regard to exactness, but 
merely to make a great difference) that there | As more 
exercise in one mile’s riding on horseback, than in five i in 
a coach ; and more in one mile’s walking on foot, than in 

| five on SCTE to which T may add, that theré i is more © 
in walking one aN up and down stairs, than i in five on a 
level. floor.—The two latter exercises may be had ‘within 
doors; when the weather discourages going abroad. > and 
the: last may be: had oe one is. oo roa vias as 


4 Dr. Franklin's . soniyit to whom the first part of sa’ Memoir of 
his Life is addressed. 


Vou. 1, . “B 


— 
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containing .a ‘great. quantity. of exercise in a handful of 
minutes. The dumb bell is another. exercise of the latter 

compendious kind; by the use of it | have in forty swings 
quickened my pulse from sixty to one hundred beats ina 
minute, counted by a second watch: and [ suppose the 


Wee matte generally i increases with quickness of pulse. 
at! a B.., B. FRAN REN 


To Mr. AntTHONY BENEZET,' PHILADELPHIA. 
On the Slave Trade. 
pits FRIEND, Hs London, August 22, 1772. 

“I made a little extract from yours of April 27, 
of the nurber of slaves imported and perishing, with some 
close remarks on the hypocrisy of this country, which 
encourages such a detestable commerce by’ laws for pro- 
moting the Guinea trade; while it piqued | itself on ifs” 
virtue, love of liberty, and’ Me equity of its courts in 
setting free a single negro. This was inserted in the 
London Chronicle of the 20th of June last. —I thank you 
for the Virginia address, which I shall also publish with 
some remarks. I am glad to hear that the disposition 
against keeping negroes grows’ more general in North 
America. paveral pieces have been asi Bruins here 


~, 


y 


« An American philanthropist. "Ta 1767, he wrote a Eo tog 
to Great Britain and her Colonies, in a short representation of the 
calamitous state o1 the enslaved negroes in the British dominions. 
In 1772, he published Historical Accounts of Guinea; with an 
Inquiry into the Rise and Progress. of the Slave-Trade, its nature 
and lamentable effects. This amiable man seemed to have 
nothing else at heart, but the good of his fellow-creatures; and 
the last ‘act of his life was'to- take from his desk six dollars fora 
poor widow. 
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against the practice, ‘and L hope: in time it will be taken, 
into’ consideration and suppressed by. the legislature, 
Your labours’ have already been attended with great 
effects: T hope therefore you and your friends will be 
encouraged to proceed: my ‘hearty wishes ‘of success 
! attend you, being ever, my dear friend, | 
Yours wsidive geod’ ‘ B. FRANKLIN. 


To Dr. Priustiey. 


Moral Agra, or Method of deciding re ie Matters 
with oneself. cn Ae 4 
i ir ~~ London, September i9, 1772. 

In the affair of so much importance to you, 
wherein you ask my advice ; i cannot for want of sufficient 
premises, counsel you sohat to determine; but. if you 
please, I will tell you how. When those difficult ‘cases 
occur, they are difficult chiefly because, while we have 
them under consideration, all the reasons pro, and con, 
are not present to the mind at the same time; but somes 
times one set present themselves; and at other times — 
another, the first being out of sight. Hence the various. 
_ purposes or inclinations that alternately prevail, and the 
uncertainty that perplexes us. To get over this, my way 
is, to divide half a sheet of paper by a line into two. 
columns : writing over the one pro, and over the other ~ 
con: then during three or four: days consideration, I put 
down under the different’ heads, short hints of the different 
motives that at different times occur to me, for or against 
the measure. When I have thus got them all’ together in. 
one view, I endeavour to estimate their respective weights, 
and where I find two, (one on each side) that seem equal, 
I strike them both out. If I find a reason pro equal to 
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some (wo reasons. con, I strike out the three. If I judge. 
some fwo reasons con, equal to some three reasons pro,’ 
I strike out the five; and thus proceeding I find at length 
where the balunée lies; and if after a day or two of 
farther consideration, nothing new that is of importance 
occurs on either side, [ come to a determination accord- 
ingly. And though the weight of reasons cannot be taken 
with the precision of algebraic quantities ; yet, when each 
is thus considered’ separately and comparatively, and the 
whole lies before me, I think I can judge better, and am 
less liable to make a rash step; and in fact I have found 
great. advantage from this kind of equation, in what may 
be called moral or prudential algebra. , 

Wishing sincerely that you may determine a) the best, 
[am ever, my dear friend, | 

Yours most affectionately, B. FRANKLIN. 


To Mr. Marner. 
Dissenters’ Petition—America known to the Eur opeans 
before Columbus. 


_ Ruverznp Sir, London, July 7, 1773. 

ih By a line of the 4th past, I acknowledged the 
receipt of your favour. of March 18; and sent you with it 
two pamphlets. [ now add another, a spirited -address 
to the Bishops who opposed the dissenters’ petition. It 
is written by a dissenting minister at York. There is 
preserved at the end of it, a little fugitive piece of mine 
on. the same occasion. | | 

I perused your tracts with, plavrie. : I see you ea 
all the various learning of your famous ancestors, Cotton 
and. Increase Mather. The father ‘Increase, L once 
heard whee at the Old South Meeting, for Mr. Pem- 
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berton; and remember his mentioning the death of “ that 
wicked old persecutor of God’s people, -Lewis the XIV; is 
of which news had just been received ; but which proved: 
premature. I was some years: shied at his house at 
the north end on some errand to him, and remember him 
sitting in an’ easy chair apparently very ‘old and feeble. 
But Cotton I remember in the vigor. of rt preaching and 
usefulness, ' ais 
You have made the most of your argument, to prove 
that America might be known to the ancients. There is 
another discovery of it claimed by the N orwegians, oie 
you have not mentioned, ‘unless it be under-the words “0 
old viewed and observed,” page 7. About ae 
years since Professor Kalm, a learned Swede, was with 
us in Pennsylvania. He contended, that America was 
discovered by their northern people, long before the time 
of Columbus ; which [ doubting, he drew up and gave 
me some time after, a note of those discoveries, which 1 
send you inclosed,’ ‘It is his own hand-writing, and his 


* Wanting. But the following Account of the Discovery of ite 


America has lately appeared. us 
Brussels, Dec. 4. 1816. 


In the last Number of the Magazine for the Sciences, Arts and 
Letters, published i in Dutch at Amsterdam, it is proved from new 
Documents that are very authentic, that it is not to Columbus or 
to Vespatius that we owe the Discovery of America but to 
Manrin Benens, a native of Nuremberg in Franconia. He was & 
most learned Geographer, Astronomer and Navigator. He sailed 
in 1459, with a Vessel equipped by the orders of Isabella, Daugh- 
ter of John 2nd, King of Portugal, who was at that time Governéss 
‘of Burgundy and Flanders. He first discovered Vayal, with the 
adjacent Islands called the Azores, which bore for a long time the 
Name of the “Isle of the Flemings.” He inhabited for 20 Years’ 
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own English; very intelligible for the time he had. been 
among us. The ‘circumstances give the account a great 
appearance of authenticity. And if one may judge by the 
description of the winter, the country they visited should 
be southward of New England, supposmg no change 
since that time of the climate. But if it be true as Krantz, 
Pthink, and some other historians tell us, that old Green- 
land, once inhabited and populous, 1s now. rendered 
uninhabited by ice, it should seem “that the almost perpe- 
tual northern winter had gained ground to the southward ; 
and if'so, perhaps more northern countries: sti nara 
ly have had vines, than can bear them in these days. 


ety Mage 


» Be BRaNKLin 


To SAMUEL Danrorrs, yee 


. Dear Sir, Above London, July 25, 1773. 

It gave me great pleasure to receive 60 
‘cheerful an epistle from a friend. of half a century’s 
standing, and to see him commencing life a-new,in so 
valuable a son. I hope the young gentleman’s patent 
will be as beneficial to him, as his invention must be,to. 
the public. . 


that City, where he established a Colony of Flemings. Eight 
years before the Expedition of Columbus, in 1484, he secretly 
applied to John IT. who equipped a flotilla to give him all kinds - 
of succours. Behens first discovered the Brazils, penetrated as far 
as the Straits of Magellan, and visited the Country inhabited by 
the Patagonians. He made a Map of his Discoveries, delivered it 
__ to the King, and sent a Copy of it to Nuremberg, his Native City, 
where it is still preserved in the Archives of the City, It.was 
after the inspection. of this Map, that Columbus undertook his 
Expedition. . (From the Journal de la Belgique, Dec. 5. 1816.) 
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+E see by the papers, that. you continue to: afford that . 
public your services, which makes me almost ashamed of 
my resolutions: for retirement. But. this exile, though 
an honourable one, *.is become grievous to me, in so 
long a’ separation from my family, friends and country; 
all which you happily enjoy; and long may you continue 
to enjoy them, » I hope for the great pleasure of .once 
more seeing and conversing with you; and though living 
on in one’s ‘children, as we both may do, is a good thing ; 
Icannot but fancy it might be better-to continue. living 
ourselves at the same time.’ I rejoice therefore, in, your 
kind intentions of including me in the ‘benefits of: that 
inestimable stone, which curing all diseases (even old age 
itself) will enable us to see the future glorious state of 
our America, enjoying in full security her own liberties, 
and offermg in her bosom, a participation of them to all 
the oppressed of other nations. 1 anticipate the jolly 
conversation we and twenty more of our friends may have 
a hundred years hence on this subject; over that: well 
replenished bowl at Cambridge commencement. Iam, 
dear. sir, for an age to come, ‘and for ever, with sincere 
esteem and respect, your most obedient, humble servant, 
B. FRANKLIN. 


fi ek most SERENE Hicuness Don GABRIEL 
: oF BouRBON. tase 
~ On receiving his Version of Saltust. 
. Philadelphia, December 12, 1775. 
linustniovs -Princs, , 
; I have just received through the 
hands of the Ambassador of Spain, the much esteemed 


* Dr. Franklin was at-that' time agent for several of the Ameri- 
ean Colonies, in Great Britain. 
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present your'most Serene Highness hath so. » kindly sent 
“me, of your excellent version-of Sallust. 9) 09 
I.am extremely sensible of the honor ‘asks me, ag Pe 
you would accept my thankful acknowledgments. I wish 
i could send hence any American literary production. 
worthy of | your per usal; but as yet the muses have scarcely 
visited ‘these remote regions. Perhaps, however, . the 
proceedings of our American Congress, just published, 
may’ be a subject of some’ curiosity at your court. » 1 
therefore take the liberty of sending your Highness: a 
copy, with some other papers which contain accounts of 
the successes wherewith Providence has lately favored 
| Therein your wise: politicians may contemplate. the 
‘ii efforts of arising state, which seems likely soon to 
act a part of some importance on the stage of human 
‘affairs, and furnish materials for a future Sallust, Iam 
very old’ and can scarce hope to see the event of this 
great ‘contest’: but looking forward, I think I see a 
powerfal dominion growing up here, whose interest it will 
be'to form a close and firm alliance with’ Spain, (their 
térritories bordering). and who being united, will be able, 
not‘only to preserve their own people in peace, but :ta 
repel’ the force of all the other powers im Europe. It 
seems, therefore, prudent on both sides to cultivate a 
good. understanding, that may hereafter be so useful to 
both; towards which a fair foundation is already laid in 
our rane by the well-founded popular opinion enter- 
tained here of Spanish integrity and honour. I hope my 
presumption in hinting this will be pardoned. If in any 
thing on this side the globe I can render either service or 
pleasure. to your. Royal Highness, your commands will 
make me huppss eanlemess utmost esteem and veneration, 
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I haye the honour to, be your Serene, Highness’s,,.most 
obedient, and most humble servant, B. Franxutn. . 
om ey ‘ To Dr. Prresticy. 
oy Philephe's s Stone—State of affairs i in  Ainerica, 
Drar alt gins icy old Paris, Jan. 27, 1777. 
ip pione went eck Melee your very kind. letter. sig ; 
Bebdudip last, some time in September. Major Carleton, 
who was, so kind as to forward it to me, had not.an 
opportunity of doing it sooner, I rejoice to. hear of your 
continual progress in those useful discoveries; I find that 
you have set all the philosophers of Europe at work upon 
fixed air; and it is with great. pleasure .I observe how 
high:you stand in-their opinion; for I enjoy my friends’ 
fame as my own. «EH pees 4 
The hint you gave me jocularly, that you did not quite 
despair of the philosopher’s stone, draws from me a 
request, that when you have found it, you will take care 
to lose»it again; for I, believe in my conscience. that 
mankind are wicked, enough. to continue slaughtering one 
another as long as they can find money to pay. the but-. 
chers. But.of all the wars in my time, this on the part 
of England appears to me the wickedest; having no cause 
but. malice against liberty, and the jealousy of commerce. 
And I think the crime seems likely to. meet with its 
proper punishment: a total loss of epahignaitiopese sth 
the destruction of her own commerce. . é 
1 suppose you would like to know something. of, a 
state of affairs in. America. In all. probability we. shall 
be much stronger the next. campaign than we were in the 
last; better armed, better. disciplined, and with, more 


ammunition. «oWhen I : was_at. the camp before Boston," 
* In October 1775. 
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the army had not fivé'rounds of powder a man ; this was 


kept a secret even from our people. “The wena’ wonder- 
that we so seldom fired a cannon: we could not afford 
; but we now make powder in plenty. ( 
a rie it Séems) as it Ras! always abhie that Ha war 
must end in-our favor, and in the ruin of Britain, if she 


‘does not speedily put an end to it. An English gentle- 


man here the other day, in company with some French, 
remarked, that it’ was folly im France not to make war 
immediately = Andi an hss ied ba ea one of ae not 
to ‘make pedce. nit eh 

“Do not believe the reports you hear of ‘our infernal 
divisions. “We are, I believe, as” auch united as” nee 
people’ ever were, and as firmly. ‘iB. Fran tie Ne 


\ L%., f 


woo, To Mrs. Tuomeson, at Lisxe, 

. Paris, Feb. 8, 1777. 
9 < You are too early, Hussy, as well as too saucy, 
in eattiig? me Rebel; you should wait for the event, 
which will determine whether it is a rebellion or only a 
revoliition. Here the ladies are more civil; they call'ts 


Yes Insurgens, a character that usually pleases them: and 
methinks all other women who smart, or have smarted 


under the tyranny of a bad husband, ought to be fixed in 
revolution principles, and act accordingly. : 
‘In my way to ‘Canada ‘last spring, I saw dear Mrs. 
indie at New-York. “Mr. Barrow had been from her 
two or three months to keep Governor Tryon, and other 
tories company on board the Asia, one of the King’s 
ships which lay i in the harbour ; and in all that time that 
naughty - man had! not’ ventured once on shore to see’her. 
Our" ‘troops: were" ‘then’ ‘pouring: into” ‘the town, and she 


| 
: 
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was packing up to,leave it; fearing as she had.a large 
li they would. anil om her by quartering officers in 
_As she appeared in great perplexity, scarce knowing , 

ne to go, [ persuaded her to stay; and I went to the 
7 general officers then commanding there, and recommended 
her to their protection; which they promised and _per- 
formed. On my return from Canada, where I was a 
piece of a governor (and I think a very good one) for a 
fort-night, and might have been so till this time if your 
wicked army, enemies to all good. government, had 
not come and driven me out, | found her still In quiet 
‘possession of her house. I inquired how our people: had 
behaved to her; she spoke in high terms, of the respectful 
attention they had paid her, and the quiet and. security 
they had procured. her. I said I was glad cf it; and that 
if they had used her ill, I would have turned tory. Then, 
said she, (with that pleasing gaiety so natural to ber) I 
wish they had... For you must. know she is a toryess as 
well as you, and can_.as flippantly call rebed.. I drank tea 
with her; we talked affectionately of iiaildeiay other 
friends the Wilkes’s, of whom she had received. no late 
intelligence ; what became of her since, I have not heard. 
The street she lived in was some months after chiefly 
burnt down; but as the town was then, and ever since 
has been, in possession of the King’s troops, I have had 

no opportunity of knowing whether she suffered. any loss 
; in, the conflagration. I hope:she did not, as if she did, I 
should wish I had not persuaded her to stay there. Iam 
glad to learn from you that that unhappy, though deserv- 
ing family, the. W.’s, are getting into some business. that 
may afford them subsistence. I pray that God will bless 
them, and. that thay: may sce happier days... Mr, Cheap’s 
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and Dr. H.’s good fortunes please me. Pray learn, if 
you have not already learnt, like me, to be’ pleased with 
other people’s pleasures, and happy with their happiness 
when none occur of your own; then perhaps you will not 
so soon be weary of the place you chance to be in, and so 
fond of. rambling to get*rid of your ennuz. 1 fancy you 
have hit upon the right reason of your being weary of 
St. Omers, viz. that you are out of temper, which is the 
effect of full living and idleness.. A month in Bridewell, 
beating hemp upon bread and water, would give you 
health and spirits, and subsequent cheerfulness and con- 
tentment, with every other situation. I> prescribe that 
regimen, for you, my dear, in pure good will, without a 
fee. And let me tell you, if you do not get into temper, 
neither Brussels nor Lisle will suit you. I know nothing 
of the price of living in either of those places; but I am 
sure a single woman ag you are, might with economy upon 
two hundred pounds a year, maintain herself comfortably 
any where; and me into the bargain. Do not invite me 
in earnest, however, to come and live with you; for 
being posted here, I ought not to comply, and I am not 
sure I should be able to refuse. Present my respects to 
Mrs. Payne, and Mrs. Heathcot, for though I have not 
the honor of knowing them, yet as you say they are 
friends to the American cause, I am sure they must be 
women of good understanding, I know you wish you 
could see me, but'as you can’t, I will describe myself to 
you. Figure me in your mind as jolly as formerly, and 
as strong and hearty, only a few years older; very plainly 
dressed, wearing my thin grey straight hair, that peeps 
out under my only coiffure, a fine fur cap . which comes 
down my forehead almost to my spectacles. Think how 
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this must appear among the powdered heads of Paris! 
I-wish every lady and gentleman in France would only be 
so obliging as to follow my fashion, comb their own 
heads as [.do mine, dismiss their fraseurs, and pay me 
half the money they paid to them. You see the gentry 
might well afford this, and I could then enlist these 
friseurs, (who. are at least 100 ,000) and with the money 
T would maintain them, make a visit with them to England, 
and dress the heads of your ministers and privy counsel- 
lors ; which I conceive at present to be un peu dérangées. 
~ Adieu! madcap : ; and believe me ever, your affectionate 
friend, aud humble servant, |. B, FRANKLIN. 
nade Ss. Don’t ‘be. proud “i thie long letter. A. fit of 
the gout which has. confined me five days, and made me 
refuse to see. company, has | given me a little time to trifle ; 
otherwise it would have been very short, visitors and 
business _ would have interrupted: and perhaps, , with 
Mrs. sPaION, you wish they had. 


nthe ‘Dr. Cooper, Boston. 


) Paris, May |, L777. 

it: ah thank you for your, kind congratulations on 
my. ike, arrival here, and for your good wishes. l-am, 
as you supposed, treated with great civility and respect 
by | all orders’ of people; but it gives me still greater 
satisfaction to, find that our being here is of some use to 
our country. On that head I cannot be more explicit at 
present. Feith OEY 

i rejoice. with you in the happy change of affairs in 
America. last winter; I hope the, same train of success 
will continue through the. ‘summer. , Our enemies are 
disappointed. in the number of additional troops they 
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purposed: to seid over, What they have been able to 
rauster will» not probably recruit their army’ to the state 
it was in! the beginning’\of last campaign; and ours [ . 
hopev will be equally numérous, better armed, and. better 
clothed, than they have beeti heretofore. 5 
- All Europe is on our Side of the question, as far as 
applause and good: wishes can carry them.: ‘Those who 
live ‘under arbitrary power do: nevertheless: approve vof 
liberty, and wish for it: they almost despair of recovering 
it in’ Europe; they read’ the translations of our separate’ 
colony constitutions with rapture; and there are such 
numbers every where who talk. of removing to America} 
with their families and’ fortunes, as soon as: peace and our 
independence shall be established, that it is. generally 
believed we shall have a prodigious addition of strength; 
wealth, and’arts, from'the ‘emigrations of Europe; and it — 
is thought that to lessen or prevent such emigrations, thé 
tyrannies established there’ must relax, and allow more 
liberty to their people. Hence it is a common observa- 
tion here, that our cause is the cause of all mankind ; 
and bigs we are fighting for their liberty in defending our 
own. It isa glorious task’ assigned | us by’ Providence : 
owllich has, I trust, given us fa anid virtue > equal to’ it 
anid ‘will at last crown it with success. — re eee, 
; sie ain a dear ise yours most affectionacdly, 
oe —B. FRANKLIN. " 


To th Waven nor, aie 


Duar Bie eres ane « Paris, May, rn 
} I received your kind letter oe f Pebruaty 28, 


Hada Gas oe pay 
‘ 


é-4 
So: 


which gave’me great pleasure. 
I forwarded your letter to Dr. Price, who was well 
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lately, but his, friends, on his account, were under: some: 
apprehensions from the violence of government;in’ con+: 
sequence of his. late: excellent publications in» fayour .of 
liberty. 1 wish all the friends of liberty and man would 
quit that sink of corruption, and leave it to its fate. 

The people of this country are almost unanimously in 
our favour. ‘The government has its reasorfs for post- 
poning a war, but. is making daily the most. diligent. pre- 
parations; wherein Spain goes hand in) band. In the 


mean time, America has the whole harvest of. _prizes . 


made. upon the British commerce; a kind of ‘monopoly 
that has its advantages, as by acdins g greater encourage-~ 


ment to. cruisers, it Increases the number. of our caainsigg ; 


and thereby augments our naval power. | 

The conduct of those Princes of Germany, ‘ae have 
sold the blood of their people, has subjected them to: the 
contempt and odium of all Europe. |The Prince of 
Anspach, whose recruits mutinied and refused to ‘march; 
was obliged to disarm, and fetter them, and drive them to 
the sea-side by the help of his guards; himself attending 
in person, In his return he was publicly hooted by-mobs 
through every town he passed in Holland, with all sorts 
of reproachful epithets, The King of Prussia’s humour 


of obliging those Princes to pay him the same toll: per . 


head for the men they drive through his dominions, as 


used to, be paid, him for their cattle, because they were 


sold as such, is generally spoken of with approbation; as 


4 


containing a just reproof of those tyrants. I send you - 


inclosed, one of the many satires that have ‘Preanem on 
this. occasion. ia ant Om ae ; 
ate best tisha bess pemeatias to, > yours pa to. ay 


e . a. . 
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dear country, where I hope to spend my last year and 
. Tay my bones, 
lam yever, dear Sir, your affectionate friend, 
i and humble servant, 
3B. FRANKLIN. 


To Mr. Ger: Boston. 
kel Beyonaili . | Paris, May}, 1777: 


I thank you for your kind congratulations on, 
my arrival here, and shall be happy in finding that our 
negociations on this side the water are of effectual, perigee 
to our country. , ae 

The general news here is, that all Europe i is arming ¢ and 
preparing for war, as if it were soon expected. Many of: 
the powers, however, have their reasons for endeavouring 
to postpone it, at least a few months Jonger.. 

Our enemies will not -be able to. send against us.all the: 
Death they intended: they can procure but few Ger- 
mans ; ‘and their recruiting and impressing at home, goes 
on but heavily. They threaten, however, and give out, 
that Lord Howe is to bombard Boston this: summer, and. 
Burgoyne, with the troops from Canada, to destroy Pro- 

: vidence, and lay waste Connecticut; while Howe marches 

against Philadelphia. They will do us undoubtedly as 
much mischief as they can: but the virtue and. bravery of 
our countrymen, will, with the blessmg of God, prevent 
part of what they intend, and nobly bear the rest. ‘This 
campaign is entered upom with a mixture of rage and 
despair, as their whole scheme of reducing us depends 
upon its success; the wisest of the nation being’ clear, 
that if this fails, administration will not be able to support 
another. B. FRANKLIN. 
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yg rr ee mee 


} it gh t's \ #4; ae Ee ig ae a y + 
To Mz. Tuomas Visy, TeNTERDEN, Kenn. a 


Daan Sir, : a Re NY a Passy, May 4, 1779. 
to HTT received with great pleasure your kind letter, 
as. 1 ee by it that my hospitable friend still exists, and. 
that his: friendship for me had not abated. 

We ‘have had a hard struggle, but the Atel eh ii 
favoured the just cause, and J join most heartily with you 
in your. ‘prayers ‘that he may: perfect his work, and esta- 
blish freedom in the rlew world, as an asylum: for those of 
the old, who: deserve it. L find that many: worthy and 
wealthy families of this. continent. are. determined to 
remoye thither and partake of it, a8 soon as peace shall 
make the passage safer; for. whieh peace I also jom 
your prayers | most cordially, as I think the war a detesta- 
ble one; and grieve much at the mischief and misery it 
| occanons to many ; 3 my ‘only consolation being that I did 
all in my power to prevent it, Be rem 

‘When all-the bustle is’ over, is my. tiie ietnainitent of 
life will | permit my return thither, what a pleasure: will it 
be to’ me ‘to see my old friend and his children settled 
there!” T hope he will, find | vines. and _figtrees there for 
| all of them, under which we ‘may sit ‘and. conver se, enjoy- 
ing, peace ; and plenty, a good: government, good. laws and 
liberty, without which men lose half their value. 

ide an with much | esteem, dear iter yours, Be . 


fe: 


Sey bate serra Teper hes itou ot oe ie do 

| : okie FRANKLIN. 
0) RA ip St airulsedt wey 0) abirdis 
saitienin it rie, ee a ay Me I ie ie ! ® Wk 
ithe date ear Meh RR 2 i RE SR ee ee BG er eee 
ve ae * Shean as Haat ore Be AOR a le As+hete 22h lied 4 3 4 Kaord Se SE Fa eee J } LaDy 

es ' - i t ei 
eins ML et ee ae rt ‘. ee i 


: } 
a PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE ‘PART I. 


sl Mrs. Wricut,? Lonpon, | 

Dear Mapam, ‘ten _ Passy, May 4, 1779. 

‘o.\ E received your favour of the 14th of March 
past, and if you should continue in your resolution of 
returning to America, through France, I shall: certainly. 
render you any of the little services in my power > but 
there are so many difficulties at present in getting passages 
hence, particularly safe ones for women, that. methinks I: 
should advise your stay till more settled times, and, till a 
more frequent intercourse is established. | 

“Ay to the exercise of your art here, I am in doubt 
whether it would answer’ your expectations. Here’ are 
{ : 7 : \ ; : : Ye Tine 3 i 

i! Mrs. “Markie nea: WricuT was i ae Ha a very ake 
nary, woman. She was the niece of the celebrated John Wesley, . 
but was bern at Philadelphia, in which city her parents settled at 
an early period. Mrs. Wright was greatly distinguished as. a 
modeller in wax; which art she turned to a yemnarkable account — 


in the American war, by coming to England, and exhibiting her 


performances. ‘This enabled her to procure much intelligence of — 
importance, ' which she communicated te Dr. Franklin and others, ? 
with whom she corresponded during the. whole war. As soon. as... 
a general was appointed, or a squadron begun to be fitted out, the 
old lady found means of access to some family where she could 
gain information, and thus without being at all ‘suspected, she 
contrived to.transmit an account of the number of the troops, and 
the place of their destination to her political friends abroad. » She 
at one time had frequent access to Buckingham-House; and used, 
it was said, to speak her sentiments very freely to their Majesties. 
who were amused with her originality. The great Lord Chatham 
honoured her with his visits, and she took his likeness ‘which 
appears in Westminster Abbey. ‘Mrs. Wright died id old in 
February, 1786. 
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- two or'three who profess it, and make a show ‘of their 
works) on the Boulevards; but it is not the taste for 
persons of fashion to sit to these artists for their portraits : 
and both house-rent and living at Paris are very expen- 
SIYRp gies . | 

‘A thought that falcideniph required: I should | eigapiat 
you with these circumstances ; after which you will use 
your discrétion. oo Dam, &e. B. FRANKLIN» 


[W: ritten in the envelope of the above.] va 

is S. My grandson, whom you may remember when a 
little saucy boy, at school, being my amanuensis in writing. 
the within letter, has been diverting me with his remarks. 
He conceives that your, figures. cannot. be packed: up, 
without damage from any thing you could fill the, boxes 
with to keep them steady.. He supposes, therefore, that 
you must. put them into post-chaises, two and two, which 
will make a long train upon. the road, and be a very 
expensive conveyance ; but.as they will eat. nothing at the 
Inns, you may. the:better afford it... When they come to 
Dover, he is sure they are so-Jike life’and nature, that the 
master of ‘the packet will not ‘receive ‘them on board 
without passes ; which you will do well therefore to take 


out from the Secretary’s Office, before you leave, London; 


where. they will cost you only the modest. price of , two 
guineas aud: sixpence: each; which you will pay without 
grumbling, because you are sure the money will never 
be employed against your country. It will require, he 
says, five or six of the. Jong wicker French stage coaches: 
_ to carry them as passengers. from Calais to Paris, and a 
ship with good accommodations’ to convey them: to. Ame= 
rica; where all) the world will wonder at. your clemency 
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/ 


to Lord N-+_—~; that having it in your power to. donee 
or-send: him to the. lighters ou had: wales reprieved 
himiforitransportationsii6 oe 9d oh die Oh oOo Biya OY 


axgne way Yer - hy > Ae! 
. To Gen ERAL ‘Brcxwitn. . 


Dineeraing his ‘going to the United States, under the 
ssliepectadion of being employed i an its Armies. 
wien : A ... « Passy, May 17, 1779. 

Having assured you verbally that I had no 

authority to treat or agree with any military person, of 
any rank whatever to go to America, I understand your 
expressions, that “ you will take your chance if I think 
you may be useful,” to mean that you will go over without — 
making any terms with me,\on a supposition, which you 
also mention, that my recommendation will be regarded 
by the Congress, and that, you shall thereupon be em- 
i aca in our armies. , akan Agee 
Whoever has seen the high ahaeits given of you by 
Prince: Ferdinand (under whom you .served) to Lord _ 
Chatham) which I saw when in London, must’ think that 
so able an officer might have been exceedingly useful to our 
cause, if he had been in America at. the beginning of the 
war. But there is a great difficulty at this time in intro- 
ducing one of your ‘rank into our armies, now that they 
are all arranged and fully officered; and this kind of 
difficulty has been found so great, and the Congress ‘has 
been so embarrassed with numbers of officers from other — 
countriés, who arrived under strong recommendations, 
that they have been at above 100,000 livres expence to 
pay the charges: of such. officers in coming to America 
and returning to Europe, rather than hazard the. discon- 
tent, the placing them to the prejudice of our own officers 


- 
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who» had served: from» the ‘beginning, would’ have’ occa- 
sioned. Under these circumstances they have not merely 
left me without’-authority, but they have in express terms 
forbid°me? to agree with'or encourage by any means, the 
going over of ‘officers‘to’ America'in expectation of. em- 
ployment. As to: my recommendation, whatever weight 
it might ‘have’ had formerly, it has in’ several instances 
been so improperly employed ’through ‘the ‘too ‘great con- 
fidence I had in recommendations from others,'that I 
think it ‘would at: present be of no importance if it were 
necessary ; but after that above mentioned of so‘ great a 
general, and so'good a judge of military merit’as Prince 
Ferdinand, a character of you from me ‘would: be stl 
Gneieand Pwdania ts. to. teow: Pe  QOTeNe:s 
- Upon the whole, I can’only' say, that’ if you eens to 
go over and settle in our land of liberty, I shall be glad 
to find you there on my return’as a fellow citizen, becatise 
I believe you will be a'very ‘good’ one, ‘and respected 
there ’as ‘such ‘by the people. ‘But I cantiot advise or 
countenance your going thither with ath sina you 
mention.» With great esteem, — ROL GERM 
| at ral viii the honour to be, &e.° 
oe ? a ‘Be -FRAwK ian : 

r Eines ted a coat 

To sin + ne yay me BART. Dux. 
Respecting: Irish Emigrations to the United States. 
SIR,  Passy, May 27, 1779. 

8) e should | sooner have sent this Passport, but 
that 1 hoped to have had the other from this’ ‘Court in 
time to send with it. If- you should stay a few days i in 
England, and will let nie know athe it eye be directed to 
you, Tc can 1 send it to Pie pe ‘angie " es 
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_ I received, some, time,since a‘letter froma person at 
Belfast, informing me that argreat numberof /people in» 
those parts were desitous of going, to settle in’ America, 
if passports. could be obtained: for them and their, effects, 
and referrinig: me to you for future: information, shall 
always be, ready to afford every,assistance and security in 
my power to,such undertakings, | when’ they. are. really 
meant, and are not merely. schenies. of trade swith views of 
introducing English mariufactures. into. America, under 
pretence of their being the pep pannen of, Deonanan eet 

there, to settle;oun tinier avods eds 1 Tee yc 
1 admire. the spirit with wily I see ale Srish are at 
length determined to claim somé share of. that. freedom of 
commerce, which is the right of all mankind, but, which 
they have been) so long. deprived. of by the. abominable 
selfishness. of their fellow, subjects. ‘To enjoy, call, , the 
advantages of, the climate,, soil, and, situation m which, God 
and, nature have placed usy is as clear’ a right as that of 
breathing ; > and can never be. justly. taken tic men but 
as a punishment for some atrocious crime.» 4) :ge) icy 
The English have long seemed to, think a a iohe which 
none could. have but themselves.’ Their injustice has 
already cost them dear, and if persisted in, will be their 

ruin. I have the honour to be, with great esteem, Sy, 

| Your most’ obedient and most humble servant,» 

Ait, Nya auth \ofiectlot (Bal Fear, 

| au Ki Genera Gates, . i$ 
Chevalier de, Ramondis-—Gapitulation of Saratoga 

Pissensterat m America, , .., 

Dean Sipiis va, _ Passy, June 2, eden 
I ote your obliging letter by_ the 
Chevalier de Ramandis, who appears extremely sensible 
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of the civilities he received at Boston, and very desirous 
-of being serviceable to the American cause ; his wound is 
not yet right, as he tells me there is a part of the bone 
still to be cut off. But he is otherwise well and cheerful, 

and has a great respect for you. 

The pride of England was nevér so humbled by any- 
hing as by your capitulation of Saratoga ;* they have not 
yet got over it, though’a little elevated this spring by threir 
success against the French commerce. But the growing 
apprehension of having Spain too upon their hands, has 
lately brought them down to an humble seriousness’ that 
begins to appear even in ministerial discourses, and the 
papérs’ of minsterial writers.’ All the happy effects of 
that transaction for Ainerica, ate not genéfally known; I 
may. s6mé time or other acquaint the world with some of 
them. When shall we méet again in cheerful converse; 
talk over our bcd ane finish a a Ni game of 
chess? ~ Padi vinden a alla 

The little dissensions between particular states in América 
are much magnified in England, and they ence had’ great 
hopes ‘from? them. ‘I cotisider them with you as the 
effects of apparent security ;/ which do’ not’ affect the 
grand poitits of independence, and adherence to tréatics’: 
and which will vanish at a renewed appearance of danger. 
This’ Court continues heartily ‘our friend, ‘and the whole 
nation are warm in our favor ; excepting only a few 
West Indians, and merchants in that ip whose losses 
make them a little uneasy. — 

With sincere and great esteem and affection I'am ever, 

by ing Sir, Your most obedient, 

ven. SORES ere and most humble servant, 
tice baat 3 2 FRANKLIN. 


rages 


> 


* Oct. 17, 1777. 
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EXTRACT 0 ‘OF uh LETTER TO RICHARD “WacuE, SQ. 


Pram wie her 


eit ‘(Dr Franklin’ $ Son-in-Law. hi 
Respecting his Enemies i in America. _o His Grandsons, bc. 


r! wig  Passy, June 2,. 1779... 

oo 4, am very easy about the efforts : Messrs." a 
and ne * are using (as you, tell me) to injure me on that 
sidesof: the water. /I trust in the justice of, the) Congress 
that they will listen to. no accusations against, me, that I 
have not first been acquainted, with, and had an opportunity 
of answering. L; know those, gentlemen | have, p lenty, of 
ill will to me, tho’ I have never done to either of, them | the 
smallest muy or. een the least, dnp cause, of, offence, 
euihasetiuns Soul me, ide banlitik ie vii cate re 
even the compliments they make me, all grieve those 
unhappy gentlemen; unhappy ‘indeed in their tempers, 
and in the dark uncomfortable passions of jealousy, anger, 
- suspicion, envy, and malice, It iseenough for good minds 
to be affected at other people’s misfortunes; but, they 
that are vexed at every body's good. luck, can never be 
happy: I take no other; revenge of such enemies, than to 
let them remain im the miserable situation m which their 
malignant natures have placed them, by endeavouring: to. 
support an estimable character; and thus by continuing the 
reputation the world has hitherto indulged me, with, [shall 
continue them m their present state of damnation; , and 
Tam not disposed to reverse my conduc fon tisallriatin | 
of their torments 2) iy) sai Tied tk ae 

lam surprised to hear prrdoens my, rh a Sarwnle Frank- 
lin, bemg with me, should be'an objection against me, and 
that there is a cabal for removing him. Methinks it is 


Ome 
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rather some merit that T have rescued a valuable young 
‘man from the danger of being a Tory, and fixed him in 
honest republican Whig principles,;,.as I think \from the 
intégrity of his! disposition, his, industry, his early jsagacity, 
and. uncommon, abilities for, business, he may ‘in ‘time 
become’ of great service to his. country. .Itis enough, that 
I have lost'my. son, would they add,my grandson\! An old 
man'of 70, I undertook a winter voyage ‘at the) command 
of the Congress, and for the public service, with no other 
attendant to take care of me. Iam continued here in a 
foreign country, where; if 1 am sick; his filial attention com- 
forts me, and, if | die, [havea child to.close my eyes and take 
care of; my. remains, His dutiful behaviour towards me, 
and his diligence and fidelity i in business, are both pleasing 
and useful to, me. » His. conduct, as my private secretary 
has been unexceptionable, aud I am confident the Congress 
will never think of separating | us. | wt ts 

I have had a great deal. of, pleasure i in Ben? ‘ail Tis 
a good! honest lad, and. will make,. Lthink,.a valuable man. 
He had made as much proficiency i in his, learning jas. the 
boarding school» he was at could well afford, him, and 
after some consideration where to, find a better, for him I 
at length fixed on sending him to Geneva... I had a good 
opportunity by a gentleman’ of that city who had a_place 
for him, in his chaise, and has a son of about: the same 
age at ‘the same school. He promised to, take care of 
him, and enclosed I send you the letters. Me have since 
received relating, to, him and from him. He ‘went very 
cheerfully, and L understand is very. happy. I miss his 
SREP, at, Sundays at dinner. But if I live and I can 


x Mr. Richie's aay Sofi 


are Piet ven eT 


\ 
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find a little Jeisure I shall make the journey next spring 
to see him, and to see at the same time: in el 13 United 
States of ‘Switzerland. a MOG YY 
Thanks be-to God, Be coritinue walt and: say svt 
‘doubtedly T grow older, but I think the last ten years 
have made no great’ difference: I have some times the 
gout, but they say that is not ‘so much’ a.'diseasé or a 
remedy." ‘God ples you.” nt am ‘your affectionate father, 
ayn ni a a B. FRANKLIN. 


sf flivy “ 


i nO eae Bacwsy (Dr. Frank's Leia 
Sat os Mat igs? ae reeanen pene Hark eat a b 
‘Dear Sainy, ioe i lp gi" id 1779. 


adhe sdtod ~ ‘Thave before me your letters of Oct: 

20, and Jan. ‘vyth: they’ até! ‘thé only ones: r ‘received 
from ‘you in’ the course of eighteen months.” “Tt. “you knew 
how happy your letters ‘make me, and considered bow 
many. miscarry, 1 think’ you would write oftetier. | 

Lam’ much obliged to’ the’ Miss Cliftons’ for’ the kind 
cate Ltn took id bi ne and disap “aime “Present iny 
them all sorts af wafipaee (Rodi 9 kOAOO! OMIOE 

~The clay: ‘medallion’ of the You! say you’ pave’ to he 
Hopkinson Was the first ‘of the ‘kind made in France. | A 
variety of others have’ been’ thade since of different | sizes $ 
some to be set’ in lids of - snuff boxes, and some ‘b0 ‘small 
as to be wort in rings; ‘ahd the: numbers sold are incre- 
dible. These, with the: pictures,’ busts, ‘abd prints, (of 
which copies upon copies | ale spread” ‘every where). have 
made your father’s face. as well known as that. of. the 
moon, § so that he durst not do ay thing that would oblige 


* During the occupation of Philadelphia by a British army. 


F 
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him to ransaway, as his. phiz would discover :himy wher- 
ever he should venture to show it. It is said by: learned 
etymologists ‘that the ame Doll, for the images “children 
play with, is derived from the word Ipo1; from the num+ 
ber of dolls now made. of him, he may be hy ime in 
that sense, to be t-doll-ized im this) country. > L ital: 
[think you did right to stay out of town tll ithe; ‘sum- 
mer was over for the sake of your child’s health.| L hope 
you will get out again this summer ‘during the hot months ; 
for { begin to love the dear, Attlee creature from «your de- 
scription of her. ‘ay Ae ae 8 LOL Ab TASES WO XR 
Lwas charmed with the account you. give: me. at yout 
industry,, the table-cloths of your,own spinning, 8c. but 
the latter !part of» the paragraph,’ that you’ had: sent for 
linen from France | because weaving and flax were: grown 
dear ;' alas, that, dissolved the charm’; and your sending 
for long black. pins, and Jace, and feathers! disgusted mé 
as much as if you liad put: salt imto my strawberries: The 
spinning, I see, is laid aside, and you are to be dressed for 
the ball! you.seem. not to know, my dear daughter, that of 
all the , dear re in, this, world, |idleness.is, ine dearest, 
except mischief. ormiion hare - | a Ons t 
The project you mention of. its caipd Sot me 
was,anjunkind one; to deprive, an, old; man sent: to sérve — 
his, country. in, a foreign one, of the comfort, of a child to 
attend. him,, to. assist him. i in health and take: care: of | hen’ 
in sickness, would. be Paek if it was practicable. In this 
case. it could not be done; for a8 the, prétended suspicions 
of him dre groundless, ee his, behaviour in every. respect 
unexceptionable; I should. not part with the’ cbild, but 
with the employment. — But I'am confident that whatever 
may be proposed by weak or malicious people, the Con- 


iy 
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gress is too wise and too sony to think of seratent me in 
that manner. bot oiuiiey Bilaota om 1979 
Benyif I should line Io ae to! wanit it, is like to 
be another comfort. to me: as I intend him for a’ ‘Pres= 
byterian as well as a Republican, 1 have sent him to 
finish his education at Geneva. He is much.grown, in 
very g good health, draws a little, as you will see by the in- 
closed, learns Latin, writing, arithmetic and’ dancing, and 
speaks Frerich better than English. He made a transla 
tion of your last letter to him, so that some of your works 
may now appear ina foreign language. He has not been 
long from me. © I send the accounts I have of him,’ and I 
shall put him in mind of writing to you. I cannot pro- 
pose to you to. part with yourown dear Will: I must. one 
of these days go back to see him; happy to be once 
more all together! but futurities are uncertain. Teach 
him however in the mean time to direct his worship more 
properly, for the. nasi of Hercules 1 is now ‘i out 
fashion.” . Sp OK OS kil a8, 1. oteietiog 
| The, present you mention as sent by sae was dies 
that of a merchant at Bourdeaux, for he would never give 
me any account of it, and neither Tempts ® nor : know 
any thing of the particulars. » | dO & 
When I began to © ad your account: of ‘the hiv prices 

a goods, “a pair of gloves seven dollars, a yard of com- 
“mon gause twenty-four-dollars, and that it now required a 
fortune to maintain a family in a very plain way,” 1 ex- 
pectedyou would conclude with telling me, ‘that every 
body-as well as yourself ‘was grown frugal and industrious; 
and I could scarce believe my eyes in‘reading'forward, that 
“ there never was so much dressing and. pleasure going 
on;” and that you’ yourself wanted | black pins and fea- 
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thers from France, to appear, I suppose, in ne mode! 

This leads me to imagine that perhaps, it 1s not so much 

that the goods are grown dear, as that the money is grown 

cheap, as every thing else will do when excessively plenty; 

and that people are still as easy nearly in their circum- 

stauces as when.a pair of gloves might be had for half a. 
crown. The war indeed, may in some degree raise the 

prices of goods, and the high taxes which are necessary to 

support the war may make our frugality necessary ; and as 

I am always preaching that doctrine, 1 cannot in consti- 

: ‘ence or in decency encourage the contrary, by my examn- | 
ple, in furnishing my children with foolish modes and 
luxuries. I therefore send all the articles you desire that 
are useful and necessary, and omit the rest; for as you 
say you should “ have great pride in wearing any thing L 
send, and showing tt as your father’s taste ;’ 1 must avoid 
giving you an opportunity of doing that with either lace or 
feathers. If you wear your cambric ruffles as I do, and 
take care not to mend the holes, they will come in time 
to be lace; and feathers, my dear girl, may be had in 
America from every cock’s tail. 

If you happen again to see General Washihietn ‘xa assure 
him of my very great and sincere respect, and tell him that 
all the old Generals here amuse themselves in studying the 
accounts of his operations, and approve highly of his 
conduct. 

.. Present my affectionate fevards to all friends that en- 
quire after me, particularly Mr. Duffield and bets and 
_ write oftener, my dear child, to | 

. _» Your loving father, ¥ dgp're 
B. FRANKLIN... 
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+ ; a 4 ” 
F eaten Hy nee ett 4 


lee i ie. Mr. Brivexrn, ‘Lonpon. 
On. Conner sisi for the United States. 
. "Dean Sin, y (rae | Passy, October 2, 1779. » 


veel 4 
Sy 


_ [received your favor of the 17th past, ‘and 
the two: eis of copper are since come to hand. The 
mietal seems to be very good, and the price reebotiabhes but 
TP have not yet received the orders necessary to justify my 
making: the purchase proposed. There has indeed been 
an intention: to strike copper coin. that may not only be 
useful as ‘small change, but serve other purposes. Instead 
of repeating continually ‘upon every halfpenny. ‘the dull . 
story that every body knows, (and what it would have 
been no'loss to mankind if nobody had ever known,) that 
Geo. III. is King of Great Britain, France, and lreland, 
&e. &c. to. put on one side, some important Proverb 
of Solomon, some ‘pious moral, prudential or economical 
precept, the frequent inculcation of which, by seeing it 
every time one receives .a piece of money, might make an 
impression upon the mind, especially of young persons, 
and tend to regulate the conduct; such as on some, The 
fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom; on others, 
Honesty is the best policy; on others, He’ that by the 
plough would thrive, himself must either hold or drive; 
on others, Keep thy shop, and thy shop will keep thee ; on 
others, 4 penny saved isa penny got ; on others, He that 
buys what he has no need of, will soon be forced to sell his 
necessaries ; on others, Early to bed, and. early to rise, 
will make a man healthy, wealthy and wise; and so on to 
a great variety. The other side it was proposed to fill 
with good designs, drawn and engraved by the best artists 
in France, of all the different species of barbarity with 
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which the English have carried on the war in America, 
‘expressing every abominable circumstance.of their cruelty 
and inhumanity, that figures can, express, to make an im- 
pression | on the minds of posterity .as strong. and durable 
as that on the copper. . This. resolution has) been, a long 
time. forborne, but the late burning of defenceless| towns 
ir Connecticut, on the flimsy pretence that the people 
fired from behind their ‘houses, when it,is known to. have 
been premeditated and ordered from, England, will proba- 
bly give the finishing provocation, and may occasion.a: vast 
cpunnd for your metal. aft 

I return: rot most cor cially fourfold, into vee ay own bits 
som. Agen, fits at go B. BRAN Rata 


2 


“To B. VauGHan, Esq. 
On tis Edition of some of, Dr. Franklin’ $ Pritingss 


Drax Sir, Passy, Nov. 9,1779... 

: I have received: several kind letters fori 
you, which I have not regularly answered. They gave me 
however creat pleasure, as they acquainted me, with your 
welfare, and that of your family, and_ other friends : ; and I 
hope you will continue writing to me as. often as. you can 
do it conveniently, : | 

I thank you much for the great care eiianeh pains } you have 
taken in regulating and correcting. the edition of those pa- 
pers. Your friendship for me appears in almost every 
page; and if the preservation of any of them should prove 
of use to the public, it is to you that the public will owe 
the obligation. tn looking them over, | have noted some 
faults of ‘impression that hurt thes sense; and some other 
little matters, which you will find all in a sheet under the 
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title:of Errata: You ean’ ‘best judge ‘whether it may “be 
worth while ‘to’ add any” ‘of ' ‘them to the errata already? 
printed, 6r whether it may not be as Well ‘to reserve the 
whole'for correction in another edition, if such should ever 
be.’! Inclosed' T send a moré perfect copy of the chapter." 

wate] should ever recover the pieces that’ were in’ ‘the 
Hads"or my son, and those I’ left among: ‘my papers in 
America, I think there may be enough to make three more 
such Volumes, of wer ‘a Nati anid te be more: inte- 


poy e. . | h gare" vil getg oN 


As to the time of stent of ouiali you ask my opi- 
nion ; Tam not furnished with’ any ‘Feasons, or ideas of 
reasons on which to form any opinion. Naturally I should 
suppdse’ the bookseller to be from experience the best 
judge, and I should be for leaving it to him. 

‘I did not write the pamphlet you mention. I know 
, nothing of it. T suppose it is the same, concerning which 
Dr. Priestley formerly asked me the same question. That 
for which he took it; was intitled, 4 Dissertation on Li- 
berty and. Necessity, Pleasure aR aie Weds these lintes. 
m n'the title-page. Won q tn 


. «6 Whalever'i is, as Selle Bat purind man . 
Sees but apart o° the chain, the nearest link: | | 

_ His eye not carrying to that equal beam Eire 
| hig pais all aoa SEEN a: 


“Dryden. 
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ey A ssh against Betkeaalap st fick Teelelag on 1 Miscllaneows 
Subjects. = . 
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I return the manuscripts you were so obliging as to send 
me; Iam concerned at your having no other copies, [ 
hope these will get safe to your hands ; 1 do not remem- 
ber the Duke de Chartres showing me the letter you men- 
tion. - [ have received ‘Dr. Crawford’s book, but not yous 
abstract, which I wait for as you desire. 

I send you also Mr. Dupont’s Table. Radel 
which I think an-excellent thing, as it contains in a clear 
méthod all the principles of that new sect, called here les 
Economistes. Lif 

Poor Henley’s dying in that manner is inconceivable to 
me. Is any reason given to account for it, besides insa- 
nig al Py WR @ Fermeae aay 0 bas oa 

Remember me affectionately to all my good — we 
believe ik with great esteem, my dear friend, 

a Yours, &c. 
SE EOTT 5 HOE B. FRANKLIN.’ 


t Ya 2 ‘To Ps’ RE haibacliniaes 


Oris. Se aug, Bassy, November 19, 1779. 
‘Having some time ‘since heard of your 

illness with great concern, it gave me infinite pleasure 
to learn this day from M. Chantel, (who did me the honor 


* Giovanni Batrisse Beccaria, a religious ‘of the school of 
Piety, was: a native of Mondovi. His celebrity asa teacher of 
mathematics and philosophy, first.at-Palermo, and afterwards at 
Rome, caused him to be invited to Turin, where he filled the 
chair of experimental lecturer, and was employed in the tuition 
of some branches of the Royal Family. His correspondence was 
sought by men of letters in various countries ; and he imparted 


Say: I. D : 
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of a visit) that you were so far recovered as to be able to 
make little excursions on horseback; I pray God that 
your, convalescence may be quick and perfect, and your 
health be again firmly established: sczence would lose too 
amuch in losing one so zealous and active in its cause, and 
so capable of accelerating its progress and augmenting 
its dominions. | 

I find myself here immersed in asinits, ichich absorb my 
attention, and prevent my pursuing those studies in which 
I always found the highest satisfaction: and I am now 
grown so old as hardly to hope for a return of that leisure 
and tranquillity so necessary for philosophical disquisitions, 
I have, however, not long since thrown a few thoughts on 
paper relative to the Aurora Borealis,* which I would 
send you, but that I suppose you may have seen them in 
the Journal of Abbé Rozier. If not I will make out a 
copy and send it to you; perhaps with some corrections. 

Every thing of your writing is always very welcome to 
me; if, therefore, you have lately published any new 
experiments ‘or observations in~ physics, I shall be happy 
to see them, when you have an opportunity of goin 
them tome. _ 
| With the highest esteem, respect, | ‘and affection, t's am, 
wes iB. Franktin. 


to Dr. Penplelin' in. Ladedtieth, many scbbcbluint facts on phils 
phical subjects. Father Becearia died at Turin, in an advanced 
age, in 1781. His “ Dissertations on Electricity” bave been 
published; but the most curious of his ep is an “ ere ge on 
hi Cause of Storms and Tempests.” Fe ate 


i 1 See “ Papers on scant Subjects.” 
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"Ta: Dr. Paice, Lonnon, 


Dear Sir, ! ' . _ Passy, Belualeis 6, 1780. 
_L received but very lately your kind favor 

Ig Ortoher ‘14th, Dr. Ingenhousz, who brought it, 
having staid long in Holland. TI sent that enclosed directly 
to Mr. L, It gave me great pleasure to understand that 
you continue well. Your writings, after all the abuse you 
and they have met with, begin to make serious impres- 

sions on those who at first rejected the counsels you gave; 
and they will acquire new weight every day, and be in 
high esteem when the cavils against them are dead and 
forgotten. Please to present my affectionate respects to 
that honest, sensible, and intelligent society,’ who did me 
so long the honor of admitting me to. share in their in- 
structive conversations. . T never think .of the hours I so 
happily spent in that _company, without regretting that 
they are never to be repeated ; for I see no prospect of an 
end to this unhappy war in my time, Dr. Priestley, you 
tell me, continues his experiments with success. We 
make daily great improvements in natural—there i 1S one 
I wish to see in moral Philosophy ; the discovery of a 
plan that would induce and oblige nations to settle their 
disputes without first cutting one another’s throats. When 
will human reason be sufficiently improved to see the ad- 
vantage of this? When will men be convinced that even 
successful wars at length become misfortunes to those 
who unjustly commenced them, and who triumphed blind- 
ly in their success, not seeing all its consequences. _ Your 


1 Supposed to allude to a club at the London Coffee-house, 
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great comfort and mine’ in this war is, that we honestly 
and faithfully did every thing 1n our power to prevent it. 
Adieu, and believe me ever, my dear friend, 

' Your’s, Xc. B. FRANKLIN. 


| To Dr. PRIESTLEY. 


On true Science and its progress. Reflections on the 
~ Inconceniences attending all Situations in Life. _ 


DEAR. SIR, ' Passy, February 8, 1780. 

- Your kind letter of September 27th, came 

to hand but very lately, the bearer bate staid long in 
Holland. | | De . 

- Lalways rejoice to bead of your being still employed in 
explefinetal researches into nature, and of the success 
you meet with. The rapid progress true science now 
makes, occasions my regretting sometimes that: I was 
born.so soon: it is impossible to imagine the height to 
which-may be carried 1 in a thousand years, the power of 
man ‘over matter ; ; we may perhaps learn to deprive large 
hiasses of their gravity, and give them absolute levity, for 
the sake of easy transport.” Agriculture may Aminish its 
| labour and double its produce: all diseases may by sure 
meatis ‘be prevented or cured, (not excepting even that of 
old age) and our lives lengthened at pleasure even beyond 
the antediluvian standard. O that moral science were int 
as fair a way of improvement, that: men would cease to 
be wolves to one another, © ‘and that- human beings would 
at length learn what they now improperly call humanity ! 

I am glad my little paper on the Aurora Borealis 
pleased. — If it should occasion farther inqniry, and so 
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produce a better hypothesis, it-will not be wholly useless, 
I am ever, with the greatest and most sincere esteem, 
Dear Sir, &c... sd B. Franxuin. 


[Inclosed in the foregoing Letter ; being an answer toa 
separate paper received from Dr. Priestley.) 

I have considered: the situation of that’ person 
very attentively ; I think that with a little help from the 
Moral Algebra,’ he might form a better judgment than 
any other person can form for him: But since my opinion 
seems to bé desired, I give it for continuing to the end of 
the term, under all the present disagreeable circumstances: 
the connection will then die a natural death. No reason 
will Be expected to be given for the separation, and of 
course no offence taken at reasons given, the friendship 
may still subsist, and in some other way be useful. The 
time diminishes daily, and is usefully employed. All hu- 
man situations have their inconveniences; we feel those 
that we find in the present, and we neither feel nor see those 
that exist in another. Hence we make frequent and 
troublesome changes without amendment, and: often for 
the worse. In my youth I was passenger in a little sloop, 
descending the River Delaware. There being no wind, we 
were obliged when the ebb was spent, to cast anchor, and 
wait for the next. The heat of the sun on the vessel’ was | 
excessive, the company ‘strangers to me, and not very 
agr eeable. N ear the river side T saw what I took to be a 
pleasant gr een meadow, in the middle of which was a 


poe 


* See Letter to Dr. Priestley, Sept. 19. 1772. 
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large shady tree, where it struck my fancy [ could sit and 
read, (having a book in my pocket) and pass the time 
agreeably till the tide turned; I therefore prevailed with 
the captain to put me ashore. Being landed, I found the 
greatest part of my meadow was really a marsh, in cross- 
ing which, to come at my tree, 1 was up to my knees in 
mire: and I had not placed myself under its shade five 
minutes before the muskitoes in swarms found me out, 
attacked my legs, hands, and face, and made my reading 
and my rest impossible; so that I returned to the beach, 
and called for the boat to come and take me on board agam, 
where I was obliged to bear the heat I had strove to quit, 
and also the laugh of the company. Similar cases in the 
affairs of life have since frequently fallen under my “Obser~ 
vation. 


I have had thoughts of a college for him in America ; 


I know no one who might be more useful to the public in 


the institution of youth. But there are possible unplea- 
santnesses in that situation: it cannot be obtained but by 
a too hazardous voyage at this time for a family ; and the 
time for experiments would be all otherwise engaged.” 


* The advice contained in this paper, related to Dr. Priestley 
himself, who had engaged to live with Lord Shelburne, as his 


librarian, at a salary of about 3001. per annum, fora certain num- 


ber of years : but before the term had expired, he became dis- 
gusted with bis situation, and requested counsel from Dr. Frank- 


lin on the subject. 
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‘To GENERAL WASHINGTON. 


Relative to the Marquis de la Fayette—Invitation to 
visit Europe. 


SiR, _ Passy, March 5, 1780. 

| I have received but lately the letter your Excel- 
lency did me the honor of writing to me in recommenda- 
tion of the Marquis de la Fayette. His modesty detained 
it long in his own hands. . We became acquainted how- 
ever from the time of his arrival at Paris ; and his zeal for 
the honor of our country, his activity in our affairs here, 
and his firm attachment to our cause, and to you, im- 
pressed me with the same regard and esteem for him that 
your Excellency’s letter would have done, had it been 
immediately delivered to me. 

Should peace arrive after another campaign or two, 
and afford us a little leisure, I should be happy to see 
your Excellency in Europe, and to accompany you, if my 
age and strength would permit, in visiting some of its 
ancient and most famous kingdoms. You would on this 
side the sea, enjoy the great reputation you have acquired, 
pure and free from those little shades that the jealousy and 
envy of a man’s countrymen and cotemporaries are ever 
endeavouring to cast over living merit. Here you would 
know, and enjoy, what posterity will say of Washington. 
For a thousand leagues have nearly the same effect with a 
thousand years. The feeble voice of those grovelling 
passions cannot extend so far either in time or distance. 
At present I enjoy that pleasure for you: as I frequently 
hear the old Generals of this martial country (who study 
the maps of America, and mark upon them all your ope- 
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rations) speak with sincere approbation and great applause 
‘of your conduct ; and join in giving you the ‘character of 
one of the greatest captains of the age. 

I must soon quit the scene, but you may live to see. our 
country florish ; as it will amazingly and rapidly after the 
war is over; like afield of young Indian corn,: which 
long fair weather and sunshine had enfeebled and discolor- 
éd, and which in that weak state, by a thunder gust of 
violent wind, hail, and rain, seemed to be threatened with 
absolute destruction ; yet the storm being past, it recovers 
fresh verdure, shoots up with double vigor, and delights 
the eye not ‘of its owner only, but of ‘every observing 
traveller. aaah a aie arte 
“The best wishes that can be formed for your health, 
honor, and happiness, ever\attend you, frorps!ayes, itt 
| Your’s, &c. B. Franky. 


To Mr.re Cunvarier De La LuzERNE, 
Minister from France to the United States. 


Various matter. ° 


ees TR, a REN? ENS March, 5, 1780. 
icnea _ -T received with great pleasure the letter 


you did me the honor of writing to me from Boston.” I 
rejoiced to hear of your safe arrival, and. that the reception 
you ‘met with in my country, had been agreeable to you. 
T hope its air will suit you, and that while you reside in it 
you will ‘enjoy constant health and happiness. ~ Aer ioeltagne 5 
_. Your good brother does me sometimes the honor of 
calling on me, and we “converse in’ English, which he 
speaks very intelligibly. I suppose that by this time you 
do the same. Mr. De Malesherbes did'me lately the same 
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honor.) That gteat man seems to have no wish of return 
ing into public employment, but amuses himself ‘with 
planting, and is desirous of obtaining ‘all those trees’ of 
North America that have not yet been introduced into 
France. Your sending him a box of the seeds, would, [ 
am persuaded, much oblige him. ‘“Théy may be obtained 
of my young friend Bartram, living near Philadelphia. 
You will have, heard that Spain has lately met.with a 
little misfortune at sea, but the bravery with which her 
ships fought a vastly superior force, have gained her great 
honor. We are anxious here for farther news from that . 
eoast,; which is daily expected. Great preparations are 
making here for the ensuing campaign, and we flatter our- 
selves that it will be more active and succéssful i in Europe 
than the last. wat 
One of the advantages of great states, is, hat the cala- 
mity occasioned by a foreign war falls only on a very small: 
part of the community, who happen from their situation 
and particular circumstancés to be exposed to it. Thus as 
it is always fair weather in our parlours, ‘it is at Paris always 
peace. ‘The people pursue their respective occupations, 
the playhouses, the opera, and other public diversions, are 
as regularly and fully attended, as in times of profoundest 
tranquillity, and the same small concerns divide us into 
parties. Within these few weeks we are for or against 
Jeannot, a new actor. ‘This man’s performance, and the 
marriage of the Duke de Richelieu, fills up much more of 
our present conversation, than any thing that rélates to 
the war. A demonstration this of the public felicity. 
My grandson joms with me in best wishes for your 
health and prosperity.. He is much flattered by your kind 
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remembrance of him. We desire also that Mr. De Mar- 
bois * would accept our assurances of esteem. | 
I have the honor to be with the greatest respect, Sir, 
OA GUIS BBE. tyr doe B. FRANKLIN. 


‘ F.Horxinson, Esg. Philadelphia, 
rvemen —Dr. Ingenhaus2’s Experiments on the 


leaves of trees—A new telescope for ascertaining dis- 
tances. 


Dear SiR, yy Passy, March 16, 1780. 

es ) ] thank you for your political Squibs, 
they are well made. I am glad to find you have puch 
plenty. of good powder, 

You propose that Kzll-pig g, the butcher, should operate 
upon himself. You will find some thoughts on that sub- 
ject ina little piece called “ A merry Song about Mur- 
der,” in a London newspaper I send herewith. x 

The greatest discovery made in Europe for some time 
past is that of Dr. Ingenhausz’s relating to the great use 
of the leaves of trees in producing wholesome air ; | would 
send you his book if I had it, A new instrument is lately’ 
invented here,” a kind of telescope, which by means of 
Iceland chrystal occasions the double appearance of an ob- 
ject, and the two appearances being farther distant from 
each other in proportion to, the distance of the object 
from the eye, by moving an index on a graduated line till 
the two appearances coincide, you find on the line the 


; Secretary of the French Legation in the United States. __ 
> By the Abbé Rochon, of the French Academy of Sciences. 
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real distance of the object. .I am not enough master of 
this instrument to describe it accurately, having seen it but 
once ; but it is very ingeniously contrived. | 

- Remember me respectfully to your mother and sisters, 
and believe me ever, my dear friend, 

| Yours most affectionately, iB. FRANKLIN. 


To Dr. Bonn, Philadelphia. 
Letter of Friendship. 


DrEaR PMs Passy, March 16, 1780. 
: I received your kind letter of September 
the 224, and I thank you for the pleasing account you 
give me of the health and welfare of my old friends, Hugh 
Roberts, Luke Morris, Philip Syng, Samuel Rhoades, 
&c. with the same of yourself and family. Shake the old 
ones by the hand for me, and give the young ones my 
blessing. For my own part, Ido not find that I grow any — 
older. Being arrived at 70, and considering that by tra- 
velling further in the same road I should probably be led 
to the grave, I stopped short, turned about and walked — 
back again; which having done these four years, you may 
now call me 66. Advise those old friends of ours to fol- 
low | my example, keep up your spirits and that will keép 
up your bodies, you will no more stoop under the weight 
of age than if you had swallowed a handspike. But it is 
right to abate a little in the article of labour; and there- 
fore as your demonstrations of midwifery “ are useful, and 
it isa pity you should give them up, for want of subjects 
-in the lying-in wards,” I advise Nae to get some of your 

young pupils to help you. : ine 
1 am glad the Philosophical Society made that Bl Sitinene 


i 
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to Mr. Gerard.’ I wish they would do the same to Mr. 
Feutry, a a worthy gentleman here; and to Dr. Ingenhausz, 
whio has made some great: discoveries lately respecting the 
leaves. of trees in. improving air for the use of animals : 
he will send you his book. . He is physician to the Em- 
press Queen. I have not yet seen your piece on inocula- 
tion. : 

Remember, me respectfully and affectionately to Mrs, 
Bond, your children, and all friends. I am ever, 

Yours, 3 B. FRANKLIN. 


P.S. Ihave bought some valuable books which I.in- 
tend to present to the society; but shall not send them 
till safer times. eS 


To Ds. Cooper, Boston. 
Relative t to his Grandson—the aliauce eal Brows &e. 
Dszar Suk; wi 9 » Passy, March 16, 1780. 


i I received your kind favor by Captain 
Ghasdinnas which J. communicated to the Minister of Ma- 
rine, who was much pleased with the character you give 
of the captain. I have also yours of Nov. 12, by your 
grandson, who appears a very promising lad; in whom I 
think you will have much satisfaction. He isin a board- 
ing school just by me, and was well last Sunday, when I 
had the pleasure; of his company to dinner. with Mr. 
Adam’s sous and some other young Americans. He’ will 
soon acquire the language; and if God spares his life ear 
~ make a. very s serviceable man to his country. Sh OU 
it gives: me infinite satisfaction to find ‘that wink you the 
wisest and best among our people, are so neal in endea- 


¥ 
errs 


LP cme dyer 


ai Formerly Minister from France to the United States. f 
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vouring to strengthen the alliance. . We certainly owe 
much to this nation; and we shall obtain much more, if 
the same prudent conduct towards them. continues, for 
they really and strongly wish our prosperity, and will pro- 
mote it by every means in their power. But we should 
at the same time do as much as possible for ourselves, and 
not ride (as we say)a free horse to death. There are some 
Americans returning hence, with whom our people should 
be upon their guard ; ; as carrying with them a spirit of 
enmity to this country. Not being liked’here themselves, 
they dislike the people; for the same reason, lutteed; i 
ought to dislike all that know them. ba Neen 

With the sincerest respect and esteem, T am ever ‘my 

dear friend, | 
_ Yours most affectionately, shiek bichilelie ue 


eae To C. qecreomy Esq. 


ie SL Ragig wth dewit nee Pasty) March 16,.1780.. 

: ne | have just. received the letter you have done 
me, e, the honor to write to me, and shall immediately deli- 
ver, the packet it'recommends to my care. I will take the 
first. opportunity of mentioning. to. Mr. Gerard. what you 
hint, relative to our not entertaining strangers so frequently 
and liberaliy, as is the custom.in France. . But he has tra- 
velled in Europe, and knows that. modes of nations differ, 

The ‘French are convivial, live much. at one: -another’s. ta- 
bles, and'are glad. to, feast travellers... In Italy and Spain 
a stranger, however recommended, rarely dines at the house 
of any. gentleman, but lives: at his inn. The Americans 
bold a medium... > . 5 « he ie 

_ Dhave the honor to. be,. Sc.» _B. Fra NKLINs 


62 - PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE PART f, 


W. Carmicnatt, Esg., Maprip. 


Sir i D. * **_The Marquis de La Fayette.— Report of 
the Siege of Charlestown reac —Riois i in aLandon: —— 
os he Ephemera. | ges 
. Drar SiR, - Passy, June 7, 1780. 
yaihicg Your favours of the 22d past came duly to hand, 
Sir J. D. *** has been here some time, but I hear no- 
thing of his political operations. ‘The learned talk of the 
discovery he has made in the Escurial Library, of 40 Epis- 
tles of Brutus, a missing part of Tacitus, and a piece of 
Seneca, that have never yet been printed, which excite 
much curiosity. He has not been with me, and Lam 
told by one of his friends that though he wished to see 
me, he did not think it prudent. So I suppose I shall 
have no communication with him; for I shall not seek it. 
As Count de Vergennes has mentioned nothing to me of 
any memorial from him, I suppose he has not presented 
it,—perhaps discouraged by the reception it met with in 
Spain.—So I wish, for curiosity’s sake, you would send 
me a copy of it.The Marquis de La Fayette arrived 
safely at Boston the 28th of April, and it is said'gave = 
pectations of the coming of a squadron and troops. 
The vessel that brings this, left New-London the second 
of May; her captain reports that the siege of Charlestown 
was raised, the troops attacked in their retreat and Clin- 
ton ‘killed ; ; but this wants confirmation. London has 
been in the utmost confasion for 7 or 8 days. The: be- 
ginning of this month, a mob of fanatics joined by a mob 
of rogues, burnt and destroyed property to the amount, it 
is said, of a million sterling. Chapels of: foreign ambas~ 
sadors, houses of members of Parliament’ that had pro- 
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moted the act for favouring Catholics; and the houses of 
many private persons of that religion, were pillaged and 
consumed, or pulled down to the:number of 50; among 
the rest, Lord Mansfield’s is burnt’ with all his furni- 
ture, pictures, books, and papers. Thus he who approved 
the burning American houses, has had fire brought home 
to him. He himself was horribly scared, and Governor 
Hutchinson, it is said, died outright of the fright... The 
mob. tired with roaring and rioting seven days and nights, 
were at length suppressed, and quiet restored on the 9th 
in the evening. Next day Lord ‘pel Gordon was 
committed to the tower. | ) 

Inclosed I send you the little piece you sealed ei! Lo 
understand it rightly you should be acquainted with some 
few circumstances. The person to whom it was address- 
ed is Madame Brillon, a lady of most respectable charac- 
ter and pleasing conversation ; mistress of an amiable fa- 
mily im this neighbourhood, with which I spend an even- 
ing twice in every week. She has among other elegant 
accomplishments, that of an excellent musician; and with 
her daughters who sing prettily, and some hienits who 
play, she: kindly entertains me and my grandson with little 
Centers, acup of tea anda game of chess. I call this 
my Opera; for I rarely go tothe Opera at Paris.—The 
Moulin Joli is a little island in the Seine about 2 leagues 
hence, part of the country-seat of another friend,” 
where we visit every summer, and spend a day in the pleas- 


ing society of the ingenious, learned, and very polite per- 


sons i inhabit it. At the time when the letter: was 


-? The Ephemera. See Miscellaneous Pieces, — 


' ® Monsieur Watelet, 
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written, all-conversations at’ Paris were filled with dis- 
putes about the music of Gluck and Picini, a German 
and Ttalian musician, who divided the town ‘into’ violent 
parties. «A friend of this lady® having’ obtained a copy of 
“itunder'a promise not to give another, did not observe. 
that promise, so that many have been taken, and it'is be-- 
come as public as such a thing can well be, that‘is not 
printed, but I could not dream of its being heard of at 
Madrid!’ The thought was partly taken froma little piece 
of. some unknown writer. which I met with 50 year's since 
jn a- newspaper, and which the sight of. the Ephemera 
brought to my searomauey ee my dear friend, and 
believe me ever, oF I NS ) bees 
PTE ~Your’s most delsiedilii al 
mons hah Bi a wera De en LORY Gf B. FRANKLIN. 

4 www “Po: Dre Fotaereit nhs yeni tte 
- Letter of Friendship. sail . ‘i 
hata alo ‘Passy, June 19, 1780. 
linn a “My dear ald friend, ‘Dr. Fothergill, may assure 
Lady ‘BL of my respects, and of any service in my. power 
to render her, or h her affairs i in, America. believe mat- 
ters in Georgia c cannot much longer « continue in their pre- 
sent situation, but will return, to that state in which they 
-were when her property, and that of our common friend 
G. W. received the protection she acknowledges. 

ail rejoiced most sincerely to hear of your recovery | from 
the dangerous illness by which [ Jost my very valuable 
friend P. Collinson. As I am sometimes apprehensive 
of the same disorder, I wish to. know the means, that were 
used and succeeded in your case ; and shall be exceeding- 
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ly.obliged to. you for. communicating Ber when you, can, 
do it conveniently, . br aich il netad srheny ' 

Be pleased to, iden bes me respectfully. to your Mi 
sister, and. to,our worthy friend. David Barclay, who [ 
make no. doubt laments. with you and me, that the true 
pains we ,took together to prevent, all this horrible. mis- 
chief proved ineffectual. 

i Lam ever, | 
_ Your’s most siectioniitelues 


B. ei * 


“To Me. Smaut,’ : ‘Panis. i trey 

| Friendship. —~Gout, Fee pi Sacieine 
| _ Passy, July 29, 1780. 
me ate see, my Dear Bik that 1 was not afraid my 
masters would take it amiss if I ran to see. an old friend 
though i in the service of their enemy. They are reasona- 
ble enough | to allow that differing politics should not pre- 
vent the intercommunication of philosophers, who- study 
and converse. for the benefit. of mankind. But you have 
doubts about, coming to dine with me. I suppose you will 
not venture He your refusal will not indeed do so euch 
honour to the generosity and good nature of your govern- 
meiit, as to your sagacity. Y ou know your people, and I 
do not expect you. I think too tat a in friendship I ought 
' A Surgeon of eminence in dra. British army: then passing 
through Paris: brother to Colonel Small, who particularly distin- 
guished himself by his humanity at the Battle of Bunker’s Hill, 
near Boston ; a trait of whom is admirably delineated by the able 


pencil of alent Trumbull, (an American amateur artist) in his 


picture of that battle ; from which an elegant engraving was made 
and: published in London. ve, 


Vou, I. ae E 
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not to make you more visits as I intended: but I send my 
grandson to pay his duty to his physician. © : : | 
You enquired about my gout, and T forgot to acquaint 
you, that I had treated it a little cavalierly in its two last. 
accesses. Finding one night that my foot gave ‘me more 
pain after it was covered warm in bed, 1 put it'out: of bed 
naked ; and perceiving it easier, I let it remain Tonger than 
‘Lat first designed, and at length fell asleep leaving it there 
till morning. The pain did not return, and I grew well. 
Next’ winter having a second attack, I repeated the expe- 
riment ; not with such immediate success in dismissing the 
gout, but constantly with the effect of rendering it less 
painful, so that it permitted” me to sleep every night. I 
should mention, that it was my son'. who gave me the first 
intimation of this practice. He being in the old opinion 
that the’ ‘gout was to be drawn out by transpiration. And 
having heard me say that perspiration was carried on more 
copiously when the body was naked than when clothed, he 
put his foot out of bed to ‘increase that discharge, and 
found’ ease by it, which he thought a confirmation of the 
dictrine. But this method requires to be confirmed by 
more experiments, before one can conscientiously recom- 
mend it. 1 give it you, however, in exchange for your 
receipt of tartar emetic, because the commerce of philo- 
‘sophy as well as other commerce, ‘Is best promoted by 
panicle care to make returns. | | 
Pou dion ee 
Yours most affectionately ; 
B. FRANKLIN. 


* Governor Franklin. 
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~ To Miss Groncrana SuIPLey. x 


Passy, October 8, 1780. 
nis is long, very long, my dear friend, since I had 
the ‘great spent of hearing from you, and receiving any 
of your very pleasing letters. _ But itis my fault. I have 
long omitted my part of the correspondence. Those who 
love to receive letters should write letters. I wish I could 
safely promise an amendment of that fault. But besides 
the. indolence attending age, and growing upon us with it, 


errs 


my time is engrossed by too much business, and I have too 
many ‘inducements to postpone. doing, what I feel I ought 
to do for my own sake, and what L can never resolve to 
omit entirely. o 

Your translations from Horace, as Andi as. 1 can judge 
of poetry and translations,’ are very good. ‘That of the 
Quo quo ruitis is so suitable to the times, that the con- 
clusion in your version) ,seems to threaten like a prophe- 
cy; and methinks there is at least some appearance of 
danger that it may be ‘falfilled —I am unhappily an ene- 
my, yet. I think there has been enough of blood spilt, and 
I wish what i is left in the veins of that once loved people, 
may be spared ; by a peace solid and everlasting. | 

It is a great while smce I have heard any thing of the 
| good Bishop. ‘Strange that so simple a character should 
sufficiently distinguish one of that sacred body! Donnez 
mot de ses Nouvelles. —I have. been sometime flattered 
with the expectation of seeing the countendhce of that 
most honoured and eyer beloved friend, delineated by 
your pencil. The portrait is said to have been long on 
the way, but i 1s not yet arrived : nor can I hear wherestt i is. 


* Daughter of Dr. Shintey. Bishop of St, Asaph, 
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Indolent as | have confessed myself to be, 1 could not, 
you see, miss this good and safe opportunity of sending 
you a few lines, with my best wishes for your happiness, 
and that of the whole dear and amiable family in whose 
sweet society I have spent so many happy hours. Mr. 
Jones’ tells me he shall have a pleasure in being the 
bearer of my letter, of which I make no doubt; I learn 
from him, . that to your drawing, and music, and painting, 
and poetry, and Jatin, you have added a proficiency in 
chess; 80 that. you are, as the French say, remplie de 
Taiens. “May they and you fall to the lot of one that 
shall. duly value them, and love you as much as I do. 


Adieu. - B. Franxuin. 
i ald To Docroer Prick. 
On'the British Parliament—Religious Tests, &c. . 
Dea k Sin, we Passy, “October 9, 1780. 

? Besides the pleasure of their company, I 
had the great satisfaction of hearing by your two valuable 
friends, and learning. from your letter, that you enjoy a 
good state of health. May God continue it.as well for 
the good of mankind as for your comfort. { thank you 
much for the second edition of your excellent pamphlet : 
I forwarded that you sent to Mr. Dana, he being m Hol- 
and. ‘L wish “also to see the piece you have written, (as 
Mr. Jones tells me) on toleration: I do not expect that 
your new parliament will be either wiser or honester than 
the last.” All projects to procure an honest one, by place 
‘pills, &c. appear to me vain and impracticable. The 


1 Afterwards Sir William enh nti married into ‘the Bishop: 
of St. Asaph’s s family. 
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true cure, I imagine, is to be found. only in rendering all 
places unprofitable, and the king too poor to give bribes 
and pensions. “Till this is done, which can only be by a 
revolution, (and J think you have not virtue enough left to 
procure one,) your nation will always be plundered ; and 
obliged to pay by taxes the plunderers for plundering and 
ruining. Liberty and virtue therefore join in the call, 
COME OUT OF HER, MY PEOPLE! 

I am fully of your opinion respecting religious tests ; 
but though the people of Massachusetts have not in their 
new constitution kept quite clear of them; yet if we 
consider what that people were one hundred years ago, 
we must allow they have gone greater lengths in liberality 
of sentrment, on religious subjects : and we may hope 
for greater degrees of perfection when their constitution 
some years hence shall be revised. If Christian preach- 
ers had continued to teach as Christ and his apostles did, 
without salaries, and as the Quakers now do, I imagine 
tests would never have existed; for I think they were in- 
vented not so much to secure religion itself, as the emolu- 
ments of it. When a religion is good, I conceive that it 
will support itself; and when it cannot support itself, and 
God does not take care to support it, so that its professors 
are obliged to call for the help of the civil power, ’tis a 
sign, I apprehend, of its being a bad one. But 1 shall. 
be out of my depth if I wade any deeper in theology, 
and I will not trouble you with politics, nor with news 
which are’ almost as uncertain: but conclude with a heart- 
felt wish to embrace you once more, and enjoy your sweet 
society in peace, among our honest, worthy, ee enous 
friends: at the London. © Adieu, &c. 

B. Franxuin, 
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To Sir Grey Coorzr, BARONET, —S, to the 
ie “treasury of Great Britain. one 
Sine ~ Respecting Mr. President Laurens.” 


Sir, Passy, November 7, 1780. 
a. IT understand that Mr. Laurens, an American 
gentleman, for whom I have a great esteem, is a prisoner 
in the Tower, and that his health suffers by the closeness 
and rigour of his confinement. As I do not think that — 
your affairs receive any advantage from the harshness of 
this proceeding, I take the freedom of requesting your 
kind interposition, to obtain for him such a degree of air 
and. Iiberty on his parole or otherwise, as may be neces- 
sary for his health and comfort. The fortune of war 
which is daily changing, may possibly put : it in my power 
to do the like good office for some friend of yours, which 
I shall perform with much pleasure, not only for the sake 
of humanity, but in Tespect to the ashes of our former 
friendship... i 
, With ea regard, I have the honor to be, &e. 
; B. FRANKLIN. 


From Sir Grey Coorer, To Dr. FRANKLIN. 
Answer to the foregoing. 2 


Sum ma" il _ London, November 29, 1780. 

i have. received the honor of your" letter in 
sect you acquainted me, that you. understood that the 
health of Mr. Laurens. suffered by the closeness and rigor of 
his confinement in the ‘Tower, and after complaining. of the 
harshness of this proceeding, you request me to endeavour 
to obtain for Mr. Laurens, such a degree of air and liberty 
as may be necessary for his health and comfort. The 
enclosed letter which I received from the lieutenant 


\ 
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governor. of the Tower, will show that I have not been 
inattentive, to. your request, and at the same time prove 
that the intelligence you receive of what passes in this 
country, is not-always what is to be depended on for its — 
accuracy and correctness. 
~ Thave the honor to be, &c. . : 

: | Gry Cooper. | 


[Inclosed in the foregoing.| — 
From the Lieutenant Governor of the Tower of London, 
to Sir Grey, Cooper. . 


DEAR Sir, : Hampstead, November 27, 1780. . 

! 1am much ashamed to think I shall appear 
so dilatory in answering the favor of your letter, but. the 
truth is, I was not in town when the messenger left it in 
Cork-street, and by the neglect of my servants, I received 
it only on Sunday last. I went immediately to the Tower 
to know from Mr. Laurens himself, if he had any cause 
of complaint, and if he had availed himself of the indul- 
_ gence allowed him, by the secretary of state, of walking 
within the Tower whenever it was agreeable to himself ; 
his answer to me was full and frank to the questions, that 
he had received every reasonable indulgence since his con- 
finement: and that by the liberty allowed him of walking, 
he found his health much mended; he said at the same 
time, he had always thought himself highly honored, by 
the distinguished place of his confinement, and regretted 
much it was not in his power, to maké known to all the 
world the acknowledgments he had more than once made 
to me upon this subject. : fy, | 

* The tenor of the foregoing does not quadrate with ihe senti- 
ments expressed by Mr. Laurens, about a year afterwards in his Pe- 
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I beg you will dome the favor to communigate’ these 
—— to lord George Germaine as’ soon as conve- 
nient. ~~ pat have the honor to ues dear'sir, &c. 

a aad | : ~CH. VERNON, 


ey 


To Sir EDWARD. etees wer ea oa | 


Passport for Provisions and Clothing sent to the West 

: Indies. | 
SIR, MES ou Wy Rope assy, Bebe, 1781. 

J have received the letter you did me the ho- 

nour of writing to me the 12th ult. Inclosed with this, [- 

send you the Passport desired, which I hope will:be:re- 

spected and effectual.’ With great esteem I have the ho- 

nour to be, ths ‘Sur, Mercivt 


wv 


: By iaahersisics 


the all Captains: and Commanders of Vessels of War be- 
shinai to’ ‘the Thirteen United States of America, or 

» either of them, or to any of the Citizens of the said States, 

., or to any of the allies'thereof..; . 
tition to the House of Commons, written by himself in the Tower, 
with a black Jead pencil, ona blank leaf of an octavo book, and 
privately conveyed to Mr. Burke, who presented it in that state to 
the House. In this petition, dated Dec. 7% 1781, he expressly states ; 
“That he was captured on the American coast, and committed to 
the Tower on the 6th of October, 1780, being then’ ‘dangerously 
ill; that in the mean time’he has in many respects, particularly 
by being deprived (with very little exception) of the visits and 
consolations of his children and other relations and . friends, 
suffered under a degree of rigour, almost, if not altogether, un- 
exampled in modern British History. 

“ That from long confinement and the want of proper exercise, 
and other obvious causes, his bodily health is greatly impaired 
and that he is now in a languishing state,” &c. &c. (See Dodsley’s 
Annual Register for 1781 and 1782.) 


g 
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- Gentlemen, 0 6) 

everest beng sactaciuitan deal itis to me, that 
the worthy citizens.of Dublin, touched with the general 
calamities .with which’ divine providence has thought fit 
lately, to visit the West’ India Islands, have charitably re- 
solved to contribute to their relief, by sending them some 
provisions and cloathing ; and as the. principles. of com- 
mon humanity. require of us to assist our fellow, creatures, 
though: enemies, when distressed by the hand of. God, and 
by no’ means. to. impede..the..benevolence of those. who 

commiserate their distresses, and would alleviate them; 
I do-hereby earnestly, recommend ‘it to’ you, that, if the 
ship, or,vessel in which. the, said. charitable. ‘supphes: will 
be sent to the said islands, should by fortune of war fall: 
into any of your hands, and it shall appear to you by. her 
authentic papers that the cargo is bond fide composed of 
such beneficient donations only, and not of merchandise, 
intended to be sold forthe profit: of. the shippers; you 
would kindly and generously permit, the said vessel to pass 
to the place of her destination : m doing, of. which, you 
will ‘not only have the present and lasting. satisfaction of 
having gratified: your own humane and pious feelings as 
men and as Christians, but will undoubtedly recommend 
yourselves to the favour of God, of the Congress, of your 
employers, and‘of your country. gies 
_ Wishing you ‘success: in hoa oe I have the honour 

to be,” : pian bie)? bataderot~ rghit 

“Gentlemen, Be: at)" Te 


—B. Franxuin. 


PN en ‘Plenipotentiary from the 
| ie Unies States at the Court of France. 


y Ry 
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To Mons. Nocarer. 


Respecting the French Translation of a Latin iia com- 
_-plimentary to Dr. Franklin. 
Sir,” ~- Passy, March 8, 1781. 

, I received the letter you have done me the ho- 
nour of writing to me the 2d instant, wherein after over- 
whelming me with a flood of compliments, which I can 
never hope to merit, you request my opinion of ee 
translation of a Latin Verse, that has been applied to me. * 
If I were, which I really am not, sufficiently skilled in 
your excellent language to be a proper judge of its poesy, 
the supposition of my being the subject must restrain me_ 
from giving any opinion on that line, except that it ascribes 
too much to me, especially in what relates to the tyrant ; 
the revolution having been the work of many able and 
brave men, wherein it is sufficient honour for me if I am 
allowed a small share. : 

I am much obliged by the uvoureble sentiments you 
are pleased to entertain of me ; and I shall be glad to see 
your remarks on Gay’s Fan, ¢ as well as ve own Poem on 
the same subject. 

| With Regard, have the honour to Pe: 
Sir, 


B. FRANKLIN. | 


* Eripuit Celo Fulmen, has cdl Tyrpitiia | 
hei translated by D’Alembert: 

“ Tu vois le sage courageux 

“ Dont l’heureux et male génie; — 

«¢ Arracha le tonnérre aux Dieux, sound Ae 
© Et le sceptre 3 la tyrannie.” . 

- English translation by James Elphinston : 

“ He snatcht the bolt from Heaven’s avenging hand, 
« Disarm’d and drove the tyrant from the land.” 
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Extract or aA Lerrer From Dr. FRANKLIN, 
/TO THE PRESIDENT oF CoNGRESs. at 


Request being Recalled, —and some appointment for his 
pith oie W. Temple Franklin. 


: _ Pasyy, March 12, 1781. 

sin hae must now beg leave to say some- 
thing relating to myself, a subject with which I have not 
often troubled the congress. I have passed my seventy- 
fifth year, and [ find that the long and severe fit of the gout 
which { had the last winter, has shaken me exceedingly ; : 
and I am yet far from having recovered the bodily strength 
i before enjoyed. T do not know that my mental facul-_ 


t (peas ¢ 


ties are impaired. Perhaps I shall be the last to discover 
that ; but I am sensible of great diminution i in my activity, 
a ise I think particularly necessary in your minister 
at this court. I am afraid therefore, that your affairs 
may some time or other suffer by my deficiency. ‘I find 
also that the business is too heavy for me, and too confin- 
ing. The constant attendance at home which is necessary 
for receiving and accepting your. bills of exchange, @ 
matter foreign fo my ministerial | functions) to. answer let- 
ters, and perform other parts of my employment, prevent 
my taking the air and exercise which my annual journies 
formerly ‘used to afford me, and which contributed much 
to the preservation of my_ health. There are many other 
little ‘personal attentions which the infirmities of age ren- 
der necessary to an old. man’ "sg comfort, even perhaps i m 
some degree to the continuance of his existence, and with 
which business often interferes.  Lhave been engaged _ in 
public affairs, and enjoyed public confidence i in some shape 
or other during the long term of fifty years, an honor suf- 
ficient to satisfy any reasonable ambition, and I have now 
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no other left but the repose which I hope the congress 
will grant me by sending some person to supply my place. 
At the same time I beg they may be assured, that it is not 
any the least doubt of their success in the glorious cause, 
nor any disgust received in their service, that induces me 
to decline it, but purely and simply the reasons abovemen-~ 
tioned ; “and « as 1 cannot at present undergo the fatigues of a 
sea voyage, (the last having been almost too much for me) 
and would not again: expose myself to the hazard of cap- 
ture and imprisonment in this time of war, I purpose to 
remain here at least till ‘the peace ; - perhaps it may be for 
the remainder of my life; and if : any knowledge or experi- 
ence I have acquired fat may be thought of use to my 
successor, I shall freely communicate it-and assist him with 
any ‘influence I may be supposed to aod or counsel that 
may be desired of me. 

I have one request more to make, which, if I have serv- 
ed the congress to their satisfaction, I hope they will not 
refuse me. Itis this, that they will be pleased to take un- 
had their protection my grandson, William Temple Frank- 

~ L have educated him from his infancy, and I brought 
tei over with an intention of placing him where he might 
be qualified for the profession of the law, but the constant 
occasion I had for his services as a private secretary, dur- 
ing the time of the commissioners, and more extensively 
since their departure, has induced me to keep him always 
with me ; and indeed being continually disappointed of the 
secretary congress had at different times intended me, it 
would have been impossible for me, without this “young - 
gentleman’ s assistance, to have gone through the business 
incumbent on me; he has thereby lost so much of the time 
necessary to law studies, that I think it rather advisable for 
him to continue, if it may be, in the line of public foreign 
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affairs, for which he seems qualified by a sagacity and judg- 
ment above his years. . Great diligence and exact probity, 
a genteel address, a facility in speaking well the French 
tongue, and all the knowledge of business to be obtamed by 
a four years’ constant employment in the secretary’s office ; 
where he may be said to have served a kind of apprentice- 
ship. After all the allowance Iam) capable of making for 
the partiality of a parent to hisioffspring, I cannot but think 
he may in time make. a: very able foreign minister for the 
congress, in whose service his fidelity may be relied on ; 
but I do not. at present. propose him as. such, as 
a few years more of experience) will not be amiss: In 
the mean time; if they: shall think fit. to employ him 
asa secretary to their minister) at) any European court, 
I am persuaded they: will have reason to be satisfied with 
his conduct, and £ shall be enol for his appointiaent ag 
atavor formes’) vice iii} antto qcnetay 


Exrkaor OF A LETTER “FROM HIS. EXcErbency 

| Joun JAY, AMERICAN, MINISTER AT THE 
~ Court OF. Manip, TO THE “PRESIDENT. OF 
_ Coneress. . 


On the le Subject of Dr, Fangiblints Ald 
Madrid, April. 21,1781. 
Jig _ (PRIVATE.) 
x eet, By the letter from Doctor Fr ailich tabling en- 
closed, and which. he was so obliging as to leave open, for 


at 


my perusal, I find he has requested permission to retire, on 
account of his age, infirmities, &c. How far his health may 
be impaired [ know not. ‘The letters I have received from 
him, bear no marks of age, and there 1s an acuteness and 
sententious brevity in them, which do not indicate an un- 
derstanding injured by years. I have many reasons to 
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think our country much indebted to him, and I confess it 
would. mortify my pride as an American, if his ‘constitu- 
ents should be the only people to whom his»character” is 
known, that should deny his merit and ‘services; ‘the tes- 
timony given them by other nations. Justice demands. of 
me toassure you, that his reputation and respectability are 
acknowledged, and have weight here, and that-I'have: re- 
ceived: from him, all. that) uniform: attention and) aid 
erhiclys was) due to the. mpEEaNOO? | of: the affairs: committed 
The ‘puede mention a stile of his» ba shai cil 
ant, onwhom! the support of his name and family) will 
devolve, is:extremely amiable, and flows ina delicate'man- 
ner from»that virtuous sensibility by: which-nature»kindly 
_ extends the benefits of parental affection, toa’ period: be- 
yond the limits of our lives’; this is an affectionate subject, 
and minds susceptible of the finer sensations, are’ insensi- 
bly led at least to wish that the feelings of an ancient pa- 
triot, going in the evening of a long life early devoted to 
the public, to enjoy repose in the bosom of philosophic re- 
tirement, may be gratified by seeing some little sparks of 
the affection of his country rest on the only support of his 
age and hope of his family. . Such are the effusions of my 
heart on this occasion, and I pour ‘them into yours from a 
persuasion that they will meet with a hospitable reception 
from congenial emotions.” ' 


CoLoneL Joun LAURENS,’ TO ‘Dr. FRANKLIN. 


_On Dr. Franklin’ 's Wish. to retire. — His Grandson. : 
Becaser, wee Leagues W. of Ortegal, June 9, 1781. 


“ JT snatch a moment to pay my last respects to 


* Son of President Laurens, and employed in a secret military 
mission to France. 
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your Excellency, and to mention a matter which has oc- 
curred to me since my being.on board. 1 have frequently 
reflected: upon the mention which your Excellency has 
made of retiring from your present important station, and 
have never varied the opinion which I took the liberty of 
giving you once at the Count de Vergennes’, viz. that the 
best arrangement would be to give your Excellency an ac- 
tive, intelligent secretary of the embassy, who might relieve 
you from the drudgery of office; and that your country 
should not be deprived of the advantages of your wisdom 
and influence. The difficulty hitherto has been to find a 
person properly qualified. The advantages which your 
grandson, derives from his knowledge of the language, and 
manners of the people, and his having been so long in your 
office, and with your Excellency, are very great. The pre- 
judices which have been entertained against him (owing 
to his father’s politics and situation) may be removed by a 
personal introduction to congress, especially if it is com- 
bined with rendering a popular service. I fake the liberty 
therefore,” &c. 
To Cotonew LAURENS.: © 
Extract. — Answer to the foregoing. &. 
Dear Sik, Passy, Nov. 8, 1781. 


| « T received your very kind letter written at sea 
off the coast of Spain. I thank you for the friendly hint 
contained in it respecting my grandson: I see that. what 
you propose for him might have a good effect ; but. I 
have too much occasion for his ageintance, aud ‘cannot 


od 


\ 
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spare him to make the voyage.’ ‘He must take his chance, 
and I hope he will in time ust a as. well: as merit, the 
consideration of our government.” ‘B FRANKLIN. et 


ah t dl eae «OS me Lerch ah $i, d wanhil 
“To THE ‘Manguis De LA Faverre. a 


Repeting de Fhankiia’s isasiiin mn te i 
English Nation —M. La Motte-Piquet. 


Extract. ssa ” Passy, Mar. ‘14, 1781. 
ON You mention my having enemies in Ame- 
rica. You are luckier, for E think ‘you have | none “here, 
nor any where. Your “friends have heard of : your ‘being 
gone against the traitor Arnold, and are anxious to hear of 
your success, and that you. have brought him to justice. 
Enclosed i is a ‘copy ‘of a letter from his agent in ‘England, 
by which the price of his treason may be nearly guessed 
at. Judas ‘sold only one man, Arnold ‘three’ ‘tnillions ; 
J udas got for his one man 30_ pieces of silver, Amold not 
a halfpenny ahead. A miserable bargainer !' Especially 
when one considers the quantity of infamy he has’ acquir- 
ed to himself, and entailed on his family. 

The English are in a fair way of gaining still more ene- 
mies ; they play a desperate game. Fortune. may. favour 
them as it sometimes does a drunken dicer. But by their 
tyranny in ‘the east they have at length roused the powers 
there agaiuist them ; and I do not know that they have in 
the west’a sitigle friend. If they lose their India com- 
merce, | which 1 is one of their present: great supports, and 
‘one battle at sea, their credit is gone. and the power fol- 
lows. ‘Thus empires by pride, and folly, and extrava- 


\ 
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gance, ruin themselves: like individuals. M. la Motte Pi- 
quet has snatched from. between their teeth, a good deal 
of their, West India prey, having taken 22 sail of their 
homeward bound prizes; one of our American privateers 
has taken two more, and brought them into Brest; and 
two were burnt. There were 34 in company, with two 
men of war of the line and two frigates; who saved them- 
selves. by flight, but we do not hear of their being yet 
Botvinsdici( Sty} 7 Pash fet B. Fran. 


To Mr. Biowegnenie ‘Lonpon. 


Abominable: Conduct of a “Mr. Digges. —Peace. —Pro- 
«Ralston posals of Mediation. | 

“Dean SIR, eho Passy, April i, 1781, _ 
et J received your respected favor of the 20th past, 
and am Wncted exceedingly at the account you give me 
of Digges. He that robs the rich even of a single gui- 
nea is a villain, but what i is he who can break his sacred 
trust, by robbing a poor: ‘man and a prisoner of eighteen 
pence given charitably for his relief, and repeat that crime 
as often as there are weeks ina winter, and multiply it by 
robbing as many poor men ‘every “week as make up the 
number of near 600! We have no name in our language 
for such atrocious wickedness. If such a fellow is not 
damned, ’ tis not worth BK to keep a devil. x 


i reer 


rt 
a ‘Extract OF A.  Lerre TO te Jay, Baa 
. ry Feist | Passy, Aug. 20, 1781. . 
« # Diigas)ia a Maryland Merchant residing in London,, 
pil ei or to bea zealous American, and to have Much: con- 
cern for our poor people i in the English prisons, drew upon me for, 
their relief at different» times. last, winter to the amount of £495 
Vou.I F 
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L am sorry you have been obliged to advance: money. 
I desired Mr. Grand some time since to order £200. to 
be paid you in London. If that'is not done, draw on him 
for the sum»of £250 payable. at 50 — sight, and. et 
bill shall be duly honored. 
oat inclose a copy of Digges’s last letter to me in witch ite 
acknowledges the drafts made on me, (omitting ‘one of 
£75,) and pretends that he only draws as he is ‘drawn 
upon, by his friends whe hand the money to the prisoners, 
and that those friends are almost tired of the charitable 
employment, but he-encourages them, &c.. Be so good 
as to let them know of. this letter. I. wish with you and 
with all good men for peace: proposals of mediation have. 
been made, but the effect is yet uncertain. I shall. be 
‘mindful ‘of your request, and you may. depend on my 
doing . any thing in my power that nay, be serviceable 
to you. . : 
With sincere Esteem, ie am, Dear Sir, FED 
B. FRANKLIN. | 
To W. gil ade Bens Mapp. : : 
dienes Dr. Franklin's Enemies in America, and — 
| . various Matter. | 
Dear Sir, ss  Passy, April 12, 1781. 
I received your favor by M. Cabarras, and 
should have been glad if I could have rendered him any 


See 
sterling, which he said had been drawn for upon him by the gen- 
tlemen at Portsmouth and Plymouth, who had the care of the dis- 
tribution. "To! my utter astonishment I have since learnt,. thatthe . 
villain had not applied above £30 of the money to that use, ahd ~ 
se he has failed and absconded.” 

1 The American Charge d’Affaires. 
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service here.’ He appears an amiable man, and expert in 
affairs. I have also. your obliging letters of the 98th of 
February, and the 12th and 30th of March. © T thank you 
much for your friendly hints of the operations of my ene- 
mies, and’of the means I might use to defeat them. Hav- 
ing in view at present no other point to’ gain ‘but that of 
rest, I'do not take their malice so’ much amiss, as it may 
farther my project, and perhaps be some adv: antage to you. 
*** and *** are open and so far honourable’ enemies ; 
the *** if enemies, are more covered, I never did | any 
of them the least i injury, and can conceive no other source 
of their malice but ¢ envy. To be sure the excessive res- 
pect shown me here by all ranks of people, and the little 
notice taken of them, was a mortifying circumstance; but 
it was What I could neither prevent or remedy. ‘Those 
who: feel | pain at seeing others enjoy pleasure, ‘and are 
unhappy, must meet daily with so many causes of tor- 
ment, that I ‘conceive them to be already i in a state. of 
damnation; and on that account, I ought to drop. all 
resentment with regard, to those two gentlemen. But [ 
cannot help being concerned at the mischief their ill tem- 
pers will be continually doing in our public affairs, when- 
ever they have any concern in them. sid 
: T remember the maxim you mention of Charles V., 
yo ¥ el Tiempo ; and have somewhere met with an answer 

to it in this distich, 
| ~ Land Time ’gainst any two, ~ 

Chance and I, ’gainst Time and you. 

and I think the gentlemen you have at present to deal with, | 
would do wisely to guard a. little ‘more against certain 
chances. 


a] 
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The price of the Biblioteca Hispana is too high for 
me. I thank you for the Gazettes. you sent me by the 
ambassador’s courier. I received none by the last.: “1 
shall be exceedingly g elad to receive the memoirs, of. the 
Sociedad Economica, and. the Works on Political CEico- 
nomy: of its Founder. The Prince of Maceran with seve- 
ral. other. persons of his nation did me the honor of break- 
fasting with me.on Monday last, when I presented the 
compliments) youcharged me wath ys)) 00.4, ss »aieaiauem 

Mr. Cumberland has not yet arrived. at Paris as far as 
[ have haardiy, 26h (oe 8k, JRA me eR uae, tania ith ehh 8 alah 

The discontents in our - army. have been cinta ‘There 
was.in them not fhe least. disposition. of. revolting to the 
enemy. | 3 | 

I hes you for the ag had idhenspe s news, ebicks 1 
hope: will be confirmed. ‘They have heard something of 
it in: England, as you will see by the papers, and are very. 
uneasy about it, as well as about their news from the East 
Indies. 


te Your’s affectionately, 


“BR. FRANKLIN. - 
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fol agate 


otis Kl M. Count. DE Geveun: : ' Paris, is 
On the Indian, LangeeatrsThe Mariner's Compass,. Se 
Dear SiRyings suitcase of |. Passy,; May 7/128 iw 


 ‘Tvam glad the little book* proved accepta- 
ble. It does not appear to me intended fora grammar 
to.teach the language: It is rather what we call in English 
a spelling-book, im» which the only method:observed, is, 
to arrange the words according to their number of sylla- 
bles, placmg those of one syllable together, then those of 
two syllables, and so on. And it is to be observed, that 
Saki ma} for instance,\is not three words, but one word 
of three. syllables; and the reason that. hyphens are not 
placed between the ay lables is, that the sara bad not 
enough of them. _ | 

. As the Indians had no Lesskis they haid no sactllaeaiti. 

The. Delaware language. bane eenate 1p from the 


: Aeron Court pe GEBeLin, ‘ita at Nismes, in 1725, of a. 
Protestant family, became a minister in that communion, first in 
the Cevennes, and next at Lausanne: which however he quitted, 
together with the clerical function, for the profession of literature 
at Paris, where he acquired so great a reputation as an antiquary 
and philologer, that he was appointed to superintend one of the 
museums. He lost much of his reputation, however, by his en- 
thusiastic zeal in favour of animal magnetism. He died at Paris, 
May 13, 1784. His great work is entitled, “ Monde Primitif, 
analysé et comparé avec le Monde Moderne,” 9tom.4to. The 
excellence of his character may be appreciated from the single 
fact, that on quitting Switzerland, he voluntarily gave to his 
sister the principal part of his patrimony, reserving little for him- 
self, and depending for a maintenance ORGe the exercise of his 
talents. 

ie" Vocabulary of the ae of one of the Indian tribes 
in North America, 
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Virginian, may not always arise from a difference in the 
languages; for strangers who. learn the language of an 
Indian nation, finding no orthography, are at liberty in 
writing ‘the language to use such compositions of letters 
as they think will best produce the sounds cf the words. 
L have--observed. that our Europeans of’ different nations, 
who learn the:same Indian language, form each his own 
orthography ‘according to the usualy sounds given to the 
letters in his own language. ‘Thus the same words of the 
Mohock language written by an’ English, a French, and a 
German interpreter, often differ.-very much jn the: spell- 
ing ; and without knowing the usual powers of the letters 
in the language of the interpreter, one cannot come at the 
pronunciation of the Indian words. The spelling book m 
question was, | think, written by a German. 
You mention a Virginian Bible. Is it not the Bible. of 
the. Massachusetts language, translated by Elliot, and 
printed in New England, about the middle. of the last 
century? I’ know this Bible, but have never heard of one 
in the Virginian language. Your observations of the simi- 
litude between many of the words, and those of the an- 
cient world, are indeed very curious. | A iki yeh 
This inscription which you find to be Disciabiens is, 1 
think, near Taunton (not Jannston, as you write it.) There 
18 some account of it in the old Philosophical 'Transac- 
tions; [have never been at the place,. but shall be glad to 
see your remarks on it," osc | | 


“This supposed Phénician Inseription—it has been ada 
consisted only of marks ‘made in the hard clay of a very steep 
bank on which the native Indians used to sit waiting the approach 
of wild ducks; and in the meantime sharpesing’ ‘the Rs ion of 


~, 
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» Thé‘compass appears to have been long known in China, 
before it was known in Europe; unless we suppose» it 
known to Homer, who makes the Prince, that lent ships 
to Ulysses, boast that they had a spirit in them by whose 
directions they could find their way in’a cloudy day, or the 
darkest:night; If any Phenicians arrived in America, I 
should rather think. it was not by the accident of a storm, 
but in the course of their long and adventurous: voyages ; 
and that they coasted from Denmark and Norway, over to 
Greenland, and down southward: by Newfoundland, Nova 
Scotia, &c. to New England; as the- Danes: ‘themselves 
certainly did’some ages before Columbus. 

- Our new American society will be happy in the corres- 
pondence you ‘mention, and when it is possible for me, I 
shall be glad to attend the meetings of your society," which 
Iam sure must be very instructive. With great and’ sin- 
cere esteem, I have the honour to be, &c. © 

iB. FRANKLIN. 


To tHe Rev. Dr. Cooper, Boston, ; 


New Constitution of Massachusetts— Maintenance for the 
a Clergy—Scripture phrases, a 
WAAR Siz, Passy, May 15, 1781, 
«| o» ©» L received your kind letter of February 
‘Ast, by. Golonel Johonnot.. Your sentiments of the pre- 
sent state of our affairs appear to me very judicious, 


their flint stone arrow-heads, by rubbing them in different diree- 
tions; by which Indentures or Impressions were “— which had 
the appearance of an inscription. EEA hy 

i + L'Academie des Inscriptions et Belles ney Liiaah saline 


rs 
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and I..am.much obliged by. your free communication of 
them... They are often of use here; for you have a.name.. 
and. character among us, that give Avan to your. opie, 
NIOWS Wei Kd Aes! based ThA SUG GRaRREL 
idieciind me ies net aoe to. alias shat your new 
constitution is at. length settled with so great.a degree. 
of unanimity and general. satisfaction... It seems, to. me. 
upon the: whole an.excellent one; and that if there are. 
some: particulars that one might have wished a little differ-. 
ent, they are. such as, could, .not in .the present. state. of 
things have. been, well. obtained otherwise than: they. are, 
and if by experience found. inconvenient will, probably 
be changed, hereafter. I would. only, mention.at, cPRRaeNE, 
one.article, that of mamtenance for the Clergy. .t seems 
to me that by the constitution the Quakers may be obliged 
to: pay the tax for/that purpose. But as the great.end in 
imposing it is. professedly the promotion of Piety, Reh- 
gion, and Morality, and those people have found means 
of securing that end among themselves, without a regular 
Clergy, and their. teachers are not allowed to receive mo- 
ney 5 I should think it not right to tax them, and give the 
money to the teacher of the parish ; but I i imagine that. in 
the laws to be made for levying parish tanta si this matter 
may be regulated to their contentment. 1) AE 
Dam. very: sensible of»the ‘honor done me by the 
Ameriéan Academy. of \ Arts. and: Sciences in chusing me 
one of their members.’ I wish I could be of some utility 
in promoting. the noble. design. of their institution. -- Per- 
- baps L. may, by sending, them from time. to; time some of 
the best: publications. that ina here. I ahiaty son to 
make a collection for them. pa f BEEP Ged Ce FD FORT GG 
Your excellent sermon seeps of Biles i 
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and is much admired by several of my friends who under- 
stand English. I propose to get it translated and printed 
at Geneva, at the end of a translation of your new Consti= 
tution. Nothing could be happier than your choice of a 
text, and your application of it. It was not necessary iu 
New England, where’ every body reads the Bible, and is: 
acquainted with Scripture phrases; that you should note 
the texts from which you took’ them; but I have ‘ob- 
served in England, as well as in France, that verses and’ 
expressions taken from the sacred writings, and not known: 
to be such, ‘appear very strange and awkward to some 
readers; and [ shall ‘therefore in my ‘edition, take the 
liberty of marking the quoted texts in the margin.’ ©) 
» @T know not whether a belly-full has been given to‘any 
_ body: by-the picking of my bones, but picked they now 
are, and I thmk it time they should be at rest. IT anv 
taking measures ‘to obtain that rest for them; happy if 
before I die, I can find a few days absolutely at my own 
disposal. I often form pleasing imaginations of the plea- 
sure I should enjoy as a private person among my friends 
and compatriots in my native Boston. God only knows 
whether this pleasure is reserved for me. With the great- 
est and most sincere aie I am, ae “ei SRA EEIN. 


To MEssrRs: D. WENDORP AND THOMAS’ ‘Hore 
y “or “EPSYHGBR. 


“Injustice of the English, New Law of Nations. : ny 


niin, Waa G2 i Bassy, Jane 8,198. 
Sie @  Dateceived the: letter: you did me the. 
Niduer of sii to me the 31st past, relating to your ship 
_ supposed to be retaken from the ‘English by an American 
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Privateer and carried into Morlaix. I apprehend that you 
have beén misinformed, as I do not know of any American 
Privateer at present in these seas. I have the same sen~ 
timents with you of the injustice of the English, in their 
treatment of ‘your nation. They seem at present-to have 
renounced all pretension to any other honor than that of 
being’ the first piratical state in the world. There are. 
‘three employments which I wish the Law ‘of Nations 
would protect, so that they should never be molested or 
interrupted by enemies even in time of ‘war; I mean 
farmers, fishermen, and merchants; because. their em- 
ployments are not only innocent, but for the common sub- 
sistence and benefit of the human species in general. s\s 
men grow more enlightened, we may hope that this will in 
time be the case. ‘Till then we must submit as, well as 
we can to the evils we cannot remedy. I have the honor 
to bes sence &e, &e. | | shlteircnamcironre be 


To WwW. daesscioeniieas Eso. Meche He 


Dr. Fy andklin’ s Resignation refused by fa ess— V d- 
rious Matter. | 
Dear SIR, . am: sg Passy, Atige 24, “1781. ; 
On looking « over your letters [ am ashamed 
to find myself so much and so long in your debt. 
I thank you for making me acquainted with Mr. Son- 
nerat. He appears a very amiable many oui is full. of 


intelligence and information. 
Weare all much obliged to Count de» Montmorin for 


his friendly assistance. in, our affairs. Please to Lapeer 
him my, thankful acknowledgements. 
«FP thank you also for my being made sinatra to Mr. 


Ka 
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usti; 1) saw’ him. often, and. -+had much. satisfaction.!and 
pleasure in his conversation... pit. a (= agli 

_ The. Congress have, done me ithe peso to. tales accepts 
ing. my resignation, and insist.on my continuing in their: 
service till the peace. I must. therefore buckle. again to 
business, and - thank God that my health and spirits are of 
late improved. 1 fancy i it may have been a double: morti-« 
fication to those enemies you have mentioned to me, that I 
should ask as a favor what they hoped to vex me by taking 
from me; and. that I should nevertheless be continued, 
But eh sort of considerations should never influence 
our conduct. We ought always to do what appears. best 
to be done, without much regarding what others may 
think of it. I call this continuance an-honor, and [ real- 
ly esteem it to be a greater than my first. appointment, 
when I consider that all the interest of my enemies, united 
with my Own request, were not sufficient to prevent it. 
. [have not yet received the works of your Cconomical 
Society, or those of its founder. I suppose you have not 
met with an opportunity of sending them, The letter 
you propose sending to our Philosophical Society will be - 
very acceptable to them. I shall be glad to peruse the 
copy you propose passing through my hands, 

Yours, B. FRANKLIN. 


To THE Rev. Mr. Wm. Nixon, AN ENGLIsH Pri- 
; SONER ON Parole AT VALoGNs, 


~ Means of doing muuch Good with little Moneys: 
Rev. Sir, Simer vy Passy, Sept. 5; 1781. 
. [duly received the letter you. r one 
honor of writing to me the 25th past, together with the 
valuable: Jittle book, of which you are the author.’ "Phere 
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can be no doubt but that a gentleman of your learning and. 
abilities might make a very useful member of society in. 
our new! country, and meet with encouragement there, 
either as an instructor in one of our Universities, or as a 
Clergyman of the Church of Ireland. But I am not im-. 
powered to.engage any person to go over thither, and my 
abilities to assist the distressed are very limited. I sup- 
pose you will soon beset at liberty in England by the 
Cartel for the Exchange of Prisoners; in the mean time 
if Jie l Louis d’ors may be of present service to you, please 
to draw on me for that sum, and your bill shall be paid on 
sight. Some time or other you may have an opportunity 
of assisting with an equal sum a stranger’ who has equal 
need of it. Do so. By that means you will. discharge 
any. obligation you may suppose yourself under to me. 
Enjoin him to do the same on occasion. By pursuing 
such a practice, much good may be done wvitly little mo- 
ney. Let kind offices go round. Mankind are all of a 
family. I have the honor to be, Rev. Sir, &c. 


To rn Hon. Daniex or St. Tuomas JENIFER,’ 
Eso. MEMBER oF Con GRESS. : 
‘Sir, a4) Passy, Sept. TSP t78F- 

I received the very obligmg letter you did me 
the honor of writing to me the 20th of June last. It gave 
me great satisfaction to find, by the unanimous ‘choles you 
mention, that my services had not been unacceptable to 
Congress ; ; and to hear also that they were favorably dis- 
posed towards. my grandson, Temple Franklin. It was 
my desire to quit'public business, fearing it aight suffer 
in my hands through the infirmities incident to my time 
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of life. But. as they are pleased to think I may still be 
useful; I submit to their judgment, and shall do’my best.’ 
/I-iminediately forwarded the letter you inclosed for 
Mr. Lowndes ; and if in any thing else I can do you ser- 
vice orpleasure here, please to command me freely.’ T 
have the ead! to si with ag reget; Bis BUk!: sth hee 
on ect . | Tito Me esa es FRanwntn. 


iS bihs 


Lo Ricuarp reli cee Parapenena... we 


ar nie se Pamphlet on the Indian | Clans “Dr. 


A dpe 


lochs 8 papers lost. 


“Dear Son, esas cs, Passi y, Sept. 13, 1781. 

I received yours of June 20th. ‘it gave me great nie 
sure, as it informed me of na welfare of bei and the 
dear family. ' ’ 2 

“T have read Mr. Whar ton’s biephdat The tit as § far 
as I know them, are as he states them. J ustice is, I 
think, on the side of those who contracted for the lands." 
But moral and political right sometimes differ, and some- 
times are both subdued by might. 5 

I received and thank you for several copies of the To 
dian Spelling-Book. I received also the German and 
English Newspapers... 

Among. my. papers in ‘the trunk, which i SES Le left 
in the care of Mr. Galloway, were eight or ten quire or two 
quire books, of rough drafts of my letters, containing all 
my correspondence, when i in England, for near twenty 
years. I shall be very sorry if they. too are Tost. “Don’t 
ha think it a te By, going ee into that county, and 


7 


bin >) The Indiana eats agit ei 
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enquiring:a:little‘among the’ neighbours, you might. possi- 
bly hear of, and» recover''some of them, I ‘should not 
have left them in his hands, if he had not deceived me, by 
saying that though‘he was before otherwise ‘inclined, yet 
that.since the king had declaréd'us out of his protection, 
and the Parliament by an Act had made our properties 
plunder, he would go as far in defence of his country as 
any man; and accordingly he had lately with pleasure 
giveri colours to a regiment of militia, and an entertain- 
ment to 400 of them before his house. I thought he was 
become a stanch friend to the glorious cause. I was mis-_ 
taken. As he was a friend of my son’s,* to. whom in my 
will iF had. left all my books and papers, I made him one 
of my executors, and. put the trunk of papers into his 
hands, imagining them safer in his house (which was out 
of. the way of any probable march of enemies’ ska a 
than in my own. It was very unlucky. 

_ My love to Sally. and the children, I shall soon write 
to all my friends. At present I am pinched in time, and 
can only add that I am ever | Nah pe 

Your affectionate father, 
_B. FRANKLIN, | 


_ To Fs. Hopxinson, Esq. PHILADELPHIA. 


iat Dr. Franklin's Friends and fe 8 $e. 

“Dear bye Ame aoe iH _. Passy, Sept. 13, ‘1781. 
___ Lhave received your. kind letter of J july 17, 
with its duplicate, enclosing those for Messrs. Brandlight 
and Sons, which I have forwarded. Iam sorry for the . 
loss. of the squibs. Every thing of yours us me plea- 
sure. 

* Governor Franklin. : 


ro 
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As to the friends and enemies you just mention, 1 have 
hitherto, thanks to God, had plenty of the former. kind; 
they ,have.been my treasure; and it has perhaps been of 
no. disadvantage to me that I bie had. a few of the latter. 
They serye to put us upon correcting the. faults we have, 
and . ayoiding those we are in danger of having. They 
counteract the mischief flattery might do us, and their - 
malicious attacks make our friends more zealous i In serving 
us and promoting our interest. At present I do not know. 
of more than two such enemies that I enjoy, viz. * * i 
and.* *.*, . I deserved the enmnity of the latter, because: I 
might have avoided it by paying him a compliment, whick 
1 neglected, That of the former I owe to the people of 
France, who happened to respect me too much. and him 
_ too.little ; which I could bear and: he -could not, They 
are, unhappy. that they. cannot make every body hate me 
as much as they do; and I should be so if my friends did 
not love me much more than those esiete can — 
love one another, Salts ms wn 

Enough, of. this, aaa Let me kaow if you are in 
possession of my gimcrack instruments . and if, you have 
made any .new. experiments... I. lent many. years ago a 
large glass globe, mounted, to. Mr. Coombe, and. an elec- 
tric battery of bottles, which I remember; perhaps there 
‘were some other things... He may, have had them so long: 
as to think them his.own. Pray ask him for them, and, 
keep them for,me together with the rest. | ci 

,. You have a new crop of prose writers. ‘I see in your 
papers many ,.of , their, fictitious names, but nobody 
tells me the,real. You will oblige me by a little of your 
Htheaty history..Adieu, my dear friend, and believe me ever 

Yours affectionately, © B. FRANKLIN, 
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oF > gentle Epmunp Burxe, Esq. M.P. | 
ies to’ General Burgoyne and Mr. Laurens. - 


i 


eh a pray mu ‘Passy, Oct. 15, 1781. 
0) V received but a few days since your very friendly 
letter of August last, on the ‘subject of General Burgoyne. 
Since the foolish part of mankind will make wars from 
time to time with each other, not having sense enough 
otherwise to settle their differences, it certainly becomes 
the’ ‘wiser ‘part, who cannot prevent those wars, to alleviate 
as much as’ possible the calamities attending them. Mr. 
Burke always stood high in my esteem ; but his‘affection- 
ate concern for his friend renders him still more ‘amiable, 
and makes‘the ‘honour he does me “i admitting me sie the | 
number, * still more precious. . 

J do not think the Congress have any wish to persecute 
General Burgoyne. I never heard ‘till L received your 
letter that they had recalled him ; if they have made such 
a resolution, it must’ be, | suppose, a conditional one, to 
take place in case their offer of exchanging - him for Mr. 
Laurens should not be accepted ;. a resolution’ ‘intended 
merely to enforce that offer. | e.8 | 
» [have just received an authentic copy of ‘the resolve 
containing that offer ; and authorising me to make it. “As 
[have no- — with your ministers, I send it’ 
inclosed to’you.’ _ Uf you‘can find: any means of negocia- 
ting this business, [ am sure the restoring another worthy 
man to his family -and friends, will be an’ addition to’ your 
pleasure. » With. great and invariable respect and affection, : 
Lam, — ee most obedient, and most humble servant, 

: ont epider dian OSB, Franktin. | 
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To Messrs. KoRNMANN. 


Relative to a Claim of Relationship with Dr. Franklin. 
GunTLemeN, Passy, Nov. 21, 1781. 


Inclosed is the answer you desire to the feticn 

sent me from Conigsberg. | 
ied have the honour to be, gentlemen, X&c. 
| : B. FRANKLIN. 
» Manan, | _. Passy, Nov. 21, ep ‘ 
$4, I received the letter you did me the honoyr, of 
writing to me the 26th of last month: in answer to which 
LT ought to inform you, that I was born in America now 
near 76 years since, that I never was in Ireland. till the. 
year 1773 which was for a few weeks only, and I did not 
pass thence to America with any person of my name, but 
returned to England; nor had I ever any knowledge. of the 
John Franklin you mention. I. have exact accounts of 
every person of my family since the year 1555, when it~ 
was established in England, and am certain that none of 
them but myself since that time were ever in Ireland. 
The name of Franklin is common among the English, of 
the two nations, but there are a number of different - 
families who bear it, arid who have no’relation to. each. 
other. It would be a pleasure to me to discover a relation . 
in Europe, possessing the amiable sentiments expressed 
in your letter. I assure you 1 should not. disown the 
meanest. I should ‘also be glad if I could give. you a 
satisfactory account of your family; but I really know 
nothing of them. ‘I have therefore not the honour of 
beitig related to them, but I have that of being, madam, © 
: Yours &e. BL FRANKLIN. 
VoL. 1. et G 
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To Gov. PowNaLt, LonDON. 


Relative to Mrs. ‘Barry. —The War. Authority fo treat 
‘ of Peace. —Mr. Hobart. | 


DEAR SiR, Passy, Nov. 23, 1781. 

I received your favour by Mr. Hobart. I 
caused an application to be made to Almon in behalf of 
Mrs. Barry, but do not learn that it is like to meet with any 
suceess. As the transaction was between yourself and him, 
no other person but you can claim with authority ; I must 
therefore beg for the poor good woman’s sake, pe you 
would do something effectual in it. 

I also Yequest that you would send the copies. you 
mention to me here, directed to the care of Mr. Bowen at 
Ostend ; and that the plate may be packed with them. 

~ | wish most heartily with you that this cursed war was 

at au end: but I despair of seeing it finished in my time. 
Your thirsty nation has not yet drank enough of our blood. 
1 am authorized to treat of peace whenever she is,disposed 
to it, but 1 saw inconveniences ‘in meeting and discoursing 
with you on the subject, or with any one not avowed by 
your ministry ; having already experienced sueh, in several | 
instances.—-Mr. Hobart appeared not fully acquainted 
with your ideas, and as he could not communicate them, 
I could make no judgment of them. My best wishes 
attend you, being with the old long-continued esteem, 

Dear Sir, your most obedient 

and most humble servant, 
a vo oe” By BRAN KEEN. © 


# 
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evi, To Mrs. C. Epgs. 
Relative to Henry Laurens, Esq., a Prisoner inthe Tower 
of London.— Mr. Burke.—General Burgoyne.» 

“Mapa, © | | Passy, Dec. 13, 1781. 

a TI return enclosed the letter from my friend, 
Mr. Bridgen, which I received from you last night. You 
will be'so good as to acquaint him in answer to his first 
question, if any fund was established for the support o 
Mr, Laurens? that being informed about the middle of 
last month by a friend in London of Mr. L.’s being in 
want of money, I wrote on the 19th to’ Mr. Hodgson, a 
merchant in Coleman Street, in whose hands I had lodged 
cash for the support of prisoners, to hold £100 of it at 
the disposition of Mr. Laurens : and f since hear that 
on a like intimation to Mr. Adams in Holland, he has 
ordered another 100 to be applied to the same purpose. 
I have never heard that any fund was established in 
America for the use of that gentleman; probably it has 
not been known there that he had need of it. The second 
question, 7f any measures had been taken for has relief? 
will be answered by acquainting Mr. B. that the Congress 
passed a resolution to offer the exchange. of General 
Burgoyne for hint, and empowered me to make the offer ; 
that’ Mr. Burke having written to me in favour of his 
friend, General Burgoyne, on a supposition that the Con. 
gress intended to recall him, I sent a copy of the resolu- 
tion to Mr. Burke, and requested he would charge him- | 
self with the negociation: | I, have since heard ‘nothing, 
either from Mr. Hodgson or Mr. Burke ; and as it is | 
sdid, a packet was lately Tost between Ostend and Eng- 
land, I begin to fear my letters have miscarried, and shall 
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by the first post send copies. I wish Mr. Bridgen would 
however apply to both. those gentlemen, learn what has 
been done, and through you acquaint me with it. I beg 
you would assure Mr. Bridgen of my best wishes and 
affectionate attachment. I hope his affairs in Carolina © 
have been settled to his mind. With much esteem, [ 
haye the honour to be, madam, shine) | 
a Yours, &c. B. FRANKLIN. 


P.S. About the beginning of the year, having leard a 
report that Mr. Laurens was ill-used, | wrote a little’ 
remonstrance to Sir Grey Cooper on the occasion ; who 
replied, by acquainting me that on inquiry he found the 
report to be groundless ; and by sending me a letter he 
had received from the Lieutenant of the Tower, which. 
assured him in the strongest terms, that Mr. Laurens was _ 
perfectly satisfied with the treatment he received, and 
frequently expressed his thankfulness for the same 5 this 
made me easy, hearing nothing afterwards to the contrary 
till lately. . 


To Miss LAURENS. 


Relative to her Father’s Situation. 4 

Mapam, | Passy, Dec. 29, 1781. 

I received your very sensible letter of the 14th. 

past. Your brother, Colonel Laurens, being here when 
[received the former, I informed him of the steps J had | 
then taken, respecting your good father, and requested 
him to answer your letter for me. I did suppose he had | 
done it; but his great and constant occupation while | 
here, might occasion his omitting it. The purport was, 
that on a report of your father’s being harshly treated, t . 
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wrote in his behalf to an old friend, Sir Grey Cooper, 
Secretary of the Treasury, complaining of it. His answer - 
was, that he had inquired, and found the report ground- 
less ; and he sent me enclosed a letter he received from 
the Lieutenant of the Tower, assuring him that Mr. 
Laurens was treated with great kindness, was very sen- 
sible of it, thankful for it, and frequently expressed his 
‘satisfaction : on this I became more easy on his account ; 
but a little before [ received your letter, I had one (from 
Mr. Benjamin Vaughan, who is connected with the family 
of Mr. Manning) which informed me that Mr. Laurens 
‘was really in want of necessaries; and desired to know if 
any provision was made for his subsistence. I wrote 
immediately to Mr. Hodgson, in whose hands I had lodged 
some money, requesting him to hold €100 of it at the 
disposition of Mr. Laurens, and to acquaint Mr. Vaughan 
with it. About this time | received two letters ; one from 
Mr. Burke, Member of Parliament, complaining that his 
friend, General Burgoyne, (in England on his parole) was 
reclaimed ssn recalled by Congress, and requesting I 
would find some means of permitting him to remain. ‘The 
other was from the Congress, inclosing a resolve that 
impowered me to offer General Burgoyne in exchange for 
Mr. Laurens. Perceiving by Mr. Burke’s letter, that he 
was very desirous of obtaining his friend’s liberty, and 
having no immediate intercourse with the British ministry, 
I thought I could not do better than to enclose the resolve 
in my answer to his letter, and request him to negociate 
the exchange. When I received yours, I was in expecta- 
tion of having soon an answer from Mr. Burke and Mr. 
Hodgson, which would enable me to give you more satis- 
factory information. I, therefore, delayed writing to you 


~~ 
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from post to post till I should hear from them ; and fear- 
ing from the length of time that my letters had miscarried, 
I sent copies of them. It is but yesterday that I received 
an answer from Mr. Hodgson, dated the 21st instant, im 
which he writes me, “ I received your favour of the 19th 
ultimo, I immediately acquainted Mr. Vaughan with your 
directions concerning the supplying Mr. Laurens. He has 
been acquainted therewith ; but hitherto no application has 
been made to me for the money : whenever it is, you may 
be assured it shall be complied with.” No auswer is 
come to my hands from Mr. Burke; but I see by a news- 
paper Mr. Hodgson sends me, that he has endeavoured 
to execute the commission. I enclose that paper. for 
your satisfaction, together with a copy of your father’s 
petition to Parliament on which Ido not find that they 
have yet come to any result: but observing that he makes 
no complaint in that petition, of his being pinched in the 
article of subsistence, I hope that part of our intelligence 
from London may be a mistake. IL shall, however, you 
may depend, leave nothing undone that,is in my power, to 
obtain his release, and assure you that the thought of the 
pleasure it must afford a child, whose mind is of so tender 
a sensibility, and filled with such true filial duty and affec- 
tion, will be an additional spur to. my endeavours; I sup- 
pose Mr. Adams has informed you that he has ordered 
another 1001, sterling to be paid Mr, Laurens : and I hope 
you will soon have the happmess of hearing that he is at 

liberty. With very great regard, | See 

I have the honour to be, madam, &c. ; 

B. FRANKLIN. 
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To His E Exctriency, Gunerat WasnineTon. 


Foo of General Lord Cornwallis. —Introduction 
ih of Count de Ség our, &c. 


Sir, gos | Passy, April.2, 1782. 

I received duly the honor of your letter, accom- 
panying the capitulation of Gen. Cornwallis. AU the 
world agree that no expedition was ever better planned or 
better executed; it has made a great addition to the 
military reputation you had already acquired, and brightens 
the glory that surrounds your name, and that must accom- 
pany it to our latest posterity. No news could possibly 
make me niore happy. The infant Hercules has now 
strangled the two serpents * that attacked him in his cradle, 
and I trust his future history will be answerable. 

This will be presented to you by the Count de Ségur. 
He is son of the Marquis de Ségur, Minister of War, 
and our very good friend: but I need not claim your 
regards to the young gentleman on that score ; his amiable 
personal qualities, his very sensible conversation, and his 
zeal for the cause of liberty, will obtam and secure your 
esteem, and be better recommendation than any I can give 
him, ; Beet a 

The English seem not to know either how to continue 
the war, or to make peace with us. Instead of entering 
into a regular treaty, for putting an end to a contest they 
are tired of, they have voted in Parliament, that the reco- 
very of America by force is impracticable, that an offen- 
sive war against us ought not to be continued, and that who- 
ever advises it shall be deemed an enemy to his country. 


* Alluding to the surrender of the two! British armies under 
Burcoyne and Cornwa tis, Oct. 17, 1777, and Oct. 19, 1781. 
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Thus the garrisons of New York, and Charlestown, if 
continued there, must sit still, being only allowed to de- 
‘fend themselves. ‘The ministry not understanding: or 
approving this making of peace by halves, have quitted 
their places, but we have no certain account here. who is 
to succeed them, so that the measures likely to be taken 
are yet uncertain ; probably we shall’ know something of 
them before the Marquis de la Fayette takes his departure. 
There are grounds for good hopes however; but I think 
we should not therefore relax in our preparations for a 
vigorous campaign, as that nation is subject to sudden 
fluctuations ; and though somewhat humiliated at present, 
a little success in the West Indies may dissipate their 
present fears, recal their natural insolence, and occasion 
the interruption of negotiation, and a continuance of the 
war. We have great stores purchased here for the use of 
your army, which will be sent as soon as transports can 
be procured for them to go under good convoy. 

My best wishes always have, and) always will attend 
you, being with the greatest and most sincere esteem and 
respect, Sir, your Excellency’s most obedient, and most 
humble servant,  . B. FRANKLIN. 


To tHE CHEVALIER DE CHASTELLUX.' (In America.) 
Change of Ministry in England.— Peace.—Campaign 
| in America.—Count de Ségur. ‘ 
Dear Sir, , Passy, April 6, 1782. . 
It gave me great pleasure to hear by the officers © 
returned last winter from your army, that you continued 
in good health. You will see by the public papers that 
RED MEN oun een 
. » Afterwards the Marquis de Chasteliux. 
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the English begin to be weary of the war, and they have 
reason, having suffered many losses, having four nations 
of enemies on their hands, few men to spare, little 
money left, and ‘very bad heads.—The latter they have 
lately changed. As yet we know-not what measures their 
new ministry will take, People generally think they will 
be employed by the king to extricate him from. his present 
difficulties, by obtaining a peace, and that then he will 
kick them, out again; they being all men that he abomi- 
nates, and who have been forced _ him by the Parlia- 
ment. rey 
The Commons have cle made a ort of baitia ita 
with us Americans; by forbidding their troops on the con- 
tinent to act offensively; and by a new law they have 
impowered the king to complete it. As yet I hear no- 
thing of the terms they mean to propose; indeed they 
have had hardly time to form them. ‘I know they wish to 
detach us from France; but that is impossible. 
. J congratulate’ you on the success of your last glorious 
campaign. Establishing the liberties of America will not 
only make that people happy, but will have some effect in 
diminishing the misery of those who in other parts of the 
world groan under despotism, by rendering it more cir- 
cumspect, and inducing it to govern with a lighter hand. 
A philosdpher endowed with those strong sentiments of 
humanity that are ‘manifested in pi anaes writings, * 
must enjoy great satisfactions 4 having contributed so 
extensively by his sword,“‘as hatin as by his eee: to the 
félicité publique. | 
M. le. saree de Ségur has’ desired of me aline of 


1 Principally'a Treatise on Pusiic Happrn ess. 
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recommendation to you. - I consider his request rather as 
a compliment to me, than as asking what may be of usé 
to him; since’I find that all who know him here esteem 
and love him, and he is certainly not unknown to you. 

Dare I confess to you that I am your rival with 
Madame G ***? I need not tell you that Iam not a 
dangerous one: I perceive that she loves you very much ; 
and so does, dear ame . 

| . Yours, &c. B. FRANKLIN. 


To His ExcELLENCY GEN. WASHINGTON, 


Introduction of the Bisiics de Broglie. =). 


Sir, . vy ates April 8, 1782. 


I did myself the honor of writing to youa we 
days since by the Comte de Ségur.. This line is chiefly 
to present the Prince de Broglie to your Excellency, who 
goes over to join the army of Mons. de Rochambeau. 
He bears an excellent character here, is a hearty friend to 
our cause, and I am persuaded you will have a pleasure 
in his conversation. I take leave, therefore, to recommend 
him to those civilities, which you are always happy in 
-shewing to strangers of merit and distinction. 

‘L have heretofore congratulated your Excellency on 
your victories over our enemy’s generals; I can now do 
the same on. your having overthrown their politicians, 
Your late successes have so strengthened the hands of 
Opposition in Parliament, that they are become the: -majo- 
rity, and have compelled the king to dismiss, all his old 
ministers and their adherents. The unclean spirits he was 
possessed with, are now east out of him, but it is imagined 
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that as soon as he has) obtained < a peace, they will return 
with others worse than themselves ;. and the last state of 
that man, (as the Scripture says,) ual he worse than the 
FO Slices ihe seal ome goal iia 

_As soon as we can tet any thing pita ne he pro- 
jects of the new Ministry, I shall take the first opportunity 
of communicating. them. With the greatest esteem and 
respect, [ am, Sir, your Excellency’s, &c. 


B. FRANKLIN. 


ass THE Rev. vet PRIESTLEY. 


Hiyatlaicnt on the Conduct of Mankind to each other.— 
Apologue—LExperiments of Lavoisier in the Presence 
of the Grand Duke eg Russia. 


EAR TR _. Passy, June 7, 1782. 


I received your kind letter of the 7th of April, 
also one.of the 3d of May, I have always great pleasure 
in hearing from you, in learning that you are well, and 
that you continue your experiments: I should rejoice 
much if I could once more recover the leisure to search 
with you into the works of nature; [mean the inanimate, 
not the animate or moral part of them: the more I dis- 
covered of the former, the more I admired them; the 
more I know of the latter, the more I am disgusted. with 
them. Men, I find to be a sort of beings very badly con- 
structed, as they are generally more easily provoked than 
reconciled, more disposed to do mischief to each other 
than to make reparation, much more easily deceived than 
undeceived, and having more pride and even pleasure in 
killing than in begetting one another; for without a blush 
they assemble i in great armies at noon-day to destroy, and 
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“when they have killed’as many as they can, they exaggerate 
the number to augment the fancied glory; but they 
creep into corners, or cover themselves with the darkness 
of night when they mean to beget, as being ashamed of a 
virtuous action. A virtuous action it would be, anda 
-vicious one the killing of them, if the species were really 
‘worth producing or preserving; but of this ] begin to 
doubt. I know you have no such doubts, because in your 
zeal for their welfare, you are taking a great deal of pains 
to save their souls. Perhaps as you grow older, you may 
look upon this as a hopeless project, or an idle amuse- 
_ ment, repent of having murdered in mephitic air so many 
honest, harmless mice, and wish that to prevent mischief 
you had used boys and girls instead of them, In what 
light we are viewed by superior beings, may be gathered 
from a piece of late West-India news, which possibly has 
not yet reached you. A young angel of distinction being 
sent down to this world on some business, for the first 
time, had an old courier-spirit assigned him as a guide; 
they arrived over the seas of Martinico, in the middle of 
the long day of obstinate fight between the fleets of 
Rodney, and De Grasse. When through the clouds of 
smoke, he saw the fire of: the guns, the decks covered 
with: mangled limbs, and bodies dead or dying; the ships 
sinking, burning, or blown into the air; and the quantity 
of pain, misery, and destruction, the crews yet alive were 
thus with so much eagerness dealing round to one another ; 
he turned angrily to his guide, and said, you blundering 
blockhead, you are ignorant of your business; you under- 
took to conduct me to the earth, and you have brought 
me into hell! No, Sir, says the guide, I have made no 
mistake ; this’ is really the earth, and these are men. 


\ 
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Devils never treat one another in this cruel manner ; they 
have more sense, and more of what men (vainly) call 
wae ah fat 

' But to be serious, my dear old friend, Tlove you as. 
much as ever, and I love all the honest souls that meet at 
the London Coffee-House. I only wonder how it hap- 
pened that they and my other friends in England, came to 
be such good creatures in the midst of so perverse a 
generation. I long to see them and you once more, and 
I labour for peace with more earnestness, 7 I may 
again be happy in your sweet society. 

- L showed your letter to the Duke de la Rothefoudsuld 
who thinks with me that the new experiments you have 
made are extremely curious, and he has given me there- 
upon a note which I inclose, and I request you would 
furnish me with the answer desired. 

Yesterday the Count du Nord* was at the Academy of 
Sciences, when sundry experiments were exhibited ‘for his 
entertainment; among them, one by M. Lavoisier, to 
show that the strongest fire we yet know is made in a. 
charcoal blown upon with dephlogisticated air. | In a. 
heat so produced, he melted platina presently, the fire 
being much more powerful than that of the strongest 
burning mirror. Adieu, and believe me ever, yours most. 
affectionately, 5 oo  B. FRANKLIN: 


* The Grand Duke of Russia, afterwards Emperor, Paul I. 


~ 
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i To Dr. Suiptey, Bisuor or St. AsArE Sts) 
Passy, June 10, 1782. 

L received and read the letter from my dear: and 
much, respected friend, with infinite pleasure. . After so 
long a silence,.and the long continuance of its unfortunate 
causes, a line from you was a prognostic of happier times 
approaching, when: we may converse and communicate: 
freely, without danger from’ the malevolence: of men 
_enraged by the ill success of their distracted projects. 

I long with you for the return of peace, on the general 
principles of humanity. The hope of being able to pass 
a few more of my last days happily in the sweet conversa- 
tions and company 1 once enjoyed at Twyford, is a 
particular motive that adds\strength to the general wish, 


~® Jonaruan Sarerey took his degrees at Christ Church, and in 

1748, was made Prebendary of Winchester. After travelling in 
1745, with the Duke of Cumberland, he was promoted in 1749 to 
a,Canonry at Christ Church, became Dean of Winchester in 1760, 
and in 1769, Bishop of St. Asaph, He was author of some elegant 
verses on the death of Queen Caroline, and published besides, 
some poems and sermons, and died in 1788. 

” He was an intimate and much esteemed friend of Dr. Franklin’s, 
and a warm and éloquent advocate in Parliament in favor of 
America, Of the latter his “ Speech intended to have been spoken,” 
on the bill for altering the charter of the colony of Massachusets- 
Bay, (printed for Cadell in 1774) remains an honorable testimony : 
—It has been thus noticed bya contemporary writer, *‘ Among all 
the productions ancient and modern it would be difficult to find:an 
instance of more consummate elegance than in a printed speech » 
intended to be spoken in the House of Lords.” (Introduction to 
Mainwaring’s Sermons 1780.) 


* The country residence of the Bishop. 
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and quickens my industry to procure that best of blessings. 
After much, occasion to consider the folly and mischiefs 
of a state of warfare, and the little or no advantage obtained 
even by those nations who have conducted it with the most 
success ; I have been. apt to think that there has never 
been, oh ever will be any such thing as a good war, or 
a bad peace. 

~ You ask if I still relish my old studies? I relish them, 
but I cannot pursue'them. My time is engrossed unhap- 
pily with other concerns. I requested of the Congress 
last year, my discharge from this public station, that [ 
might enjoy a little leisure in the evening of a long life of 
business ; but it was refused me, and I have been obliged 
to art on a little longer. Wa 

~ You are happy as your years come on, in having that 
dear and most amiable family about you. F¢ our daughters! 
how rich! [ have but one, and she, necessarily detained 
from me at a thousand leagues distance. I feel the want 
of that tender care of me which might be expected from a 
daughter, and would give the world for one. Your shades 
are all placed in a row over my fire-place, so that I not 
only have ‘Lib always in my mind, but constantly before 
my eyes. 

The cause of liberty. and America has been greatly 
obliged to you. I hope you will live long to see that 
country flourish under its new constitution, which I am 
sure will give you great pleasure. Will you permit me to 
express another hope, that now your friends are in power, 
they will take the first opportunity of showing the sense 
they ought to have of your virtues and your merit? — 

Please to make my best respects acceptable to Mrs: 
Shipley, and embrace’for me tenderly all our dear children. 
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With the utmost esteem, respect, and Sh gene I am 
wei pil aed covey — most gibersens Bias 
verdes ia Hil ove BP Prawxis. 

To Dr. INGENHAUSZ. ihe ee ; 
Passy, Jai 21, 1782, ; 
(Extnact- ). 2 elon 
7 I am-sorry that any oisundesstaniiha should 
arise between you and Dr.- -. The indiscretions: . 
of friends on both sides, often occasion such misunder-. 
standings. When they produce public altercations, the. 
ignorant are diverted at. the expence of the. learned. 7 
hope. therefore, that you will ,omit the polemic :piece. in. 
your French edition, and take no public notice. of, the - 
improper behaviour of your . friend ; but go, on with your 
excellent experiments, produce. facts,, improve sclence,. 
and do good to mankind. Reputation will follow, and; 
the little injustices of contemporary labourers. will, be, 
forgotten; my. example may encourage you, or‘else i 
should not mention it. .You know that, when my papers. 
were first published, the Abbé Nollet, then high in repu-, 
tation, attacked. them in a book..of letters, ..An, answer, 
was expected from me, but I made none, to that book nor, 
to any other. They are now all. neglected, and the -trut th. 
seems to be. established: you can always she Jour, 
time better than in polemics, ar . 6 ms 
Monsieur Lavoisier the other day palate an experi-, bs 
ment at the Academy of Sciences, to the Comte du Nord af 
that 3 is said. to be curious, He kindled an hollow charcoal, | 
and blew. into it a stream of depiincoetnt alr. In this: 


rs OHN sccm ¥, R. S.2 an eminent 1 physicien and chemist 
born at Breda, 1730, died in 1799. 
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focus, bhi is said to. a the hottest fire. ‘bitinatetl art has 
yet been able to:produce, he melted platina in a few 
minutes, » . : 
Our American affairs wear a better aspect now than at 
any time heretofore. Our councils are perfectly united ; 
our people all armed and disciplined. Much and frequent 
service as militia has indeed made them all soldiers. Our 
eriemiies ‘are much diminished, and reduced to two or three 
garrisons; our’ commerce and agriculture flourish. Eng- 
land at» length sees the difficulty of conquering us, and no 
longer demands submission, but asks for peace. She 
would now think herself happy to obtain a federal union 
with us; and will endeavour it ; but perhaps will be disap- 
pointed, as it‘is the interest of all: Europe to: prevent: it. 
I last.year requested of Congress to release me from this 
service, that | might spend the evening ‘of life more agree- 
ably in philosophic leisure; but I was refused. If I had 
succeeded, it was my intention to make the tour of Italy, 
with my grandson, pass into Germany, and ‘spend some 
time happily with you whom I have always: loved, ever 
since I'knew you, with’ uninterrupted affection. ..Wé have 
lost our common friend; ithe excellent Pringle!? How 
many pleasing hours you and I have passed together in his 
company! I must soon follow him, being now in my 
seventy-seventh year; but you have yet’ a prospect of 
many years of usefulness still before you, which I hope 


‘ol tae ; cen dhs [Weg atevenicsivtal Bee dll 


* Sir John Pringle, Bart. born in Roxburghshire, in 4707; 
Physician to the Queen’s household, afterwards to the King, and 
President to the Royal Society:; died. in' 1782, He wrote“ Obser- 
vations on Diseases omen? it Se. iP Re ak To 

¥Qke debut |: hh wil 4a 
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you will fully enjoy 5: and [am persuaded you will: ever 
kindly remember your truly affectionate friend, 

y B. FRANKLIN: | 
.o'To, MisssALEXAN DERBs (ho / 


(ExrRact.) OP " Passy, June 24, 1782. 
.... “Lam not at all displeased that the thesis and 
dedication with which we were threatened are blown over, 
for I dislike much all sorts of mummery. The repubhe 
of letters has gained no reputation, whatever else it may 
have gained, by the commerce of dedications; I ‘never 
made one, and I never desired that one should be made to 
_me, When 1 submitted to receive this, it was: from the 
bad habit I have long had of doing*every thing that ladies 
desire me to do: there is no refusing any thing to’ Madame 
Ja Marck, nor to you. I have been to pay my réspects to 
that amiable lady, not merely because it was a compliment 
due to her, but because L love her ; which induces me to 
excuse her not letting me in; the same reason IT should 
have for excusing your faults, if you had any. » 4 have not 
seen your papa since the receipt of your pleasing letter, so 
could artange nothing with him respecting the carriage. 
During seven or eight days, 1 shall be very busy: after 
that you shall hear from me, and the carriage shall be at 
your service. How could you think of writing to me 
about chimneys and. fires, in such weather as this! Now 
is the time for the frugal lacy you mention to save her 
wood, obtain plus de chaleur, and lay it up against winter, 
as people do ice against summer. Frugality is an enriching 
virtue; a virtue I never could acquire in myself: but 
was once lucky enough to find it in a wife, who thereby 
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became a fortune tome... Do you: possess it? If you do, 
and, I were twenty years younger, I would give your father 
one thousand guineas for you. I know you would be 
worth more to meas a ménagétre, but I am covetous and 
love good. bargains. Adieu, my dear friend, and believe 
me ever, yours most affectionately, |B. FRANKLIN. 


To Mr. Hutton. 

_ Murder of some Moravian Indians. ii 
My OLD AND DEAR Friznp,  Passy, July 7, 1782... 

A letter written by you to M. Bertin, Ministre 
d’Etat, containing an account of the abominable murders 
committed by. some of the frontier. people on the poor 
Moravian Indians, has given me infinite pain and vexation. 


_ 1 Jamus Hurron, son of Doctor Hutton, (who inthe early part of 
his life had been a bookseller) was for many years Secretary to the 
society of Moravians. He died April'25, 1795, in his 80th year, at 
Oxstead Cottage, Surrey ; and was buried in the Moravian cemetry 
at Chelsea.” He was a well known character, and very generally. 
esteemed. He'was a faithful brother of the Moravian fraternity 
fifty-five years; the latter partof his life was: spent literally in 
going about doing good, and his charities were confined to no 
sect. He married a lady of the Meravian nation and religion, but 
had no children, and was a widower some years before his death. 
Mr. Hutton possessed strong sense, with quick feelings and appre- 
hetisions, which the illumination of his countenance evinced even 
at seventy, though his’ difficulty of hearing was such, that’ he 
could only converse by the assistance of an ear-trumpet. He was 
highly esteemed by their present Majesties, and well known to 
many of the nobility and men of letters; nor was, he Tefused 
admittance to the highest ranks, (even at Buckingham-House) 
‘thou h his ardent benevolence inclined him greatly to neglect his 
‘own dress, that he might the better feed the hungry and cover 
pee makeds way sol aint willy , Pee ake 


t 


es 
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‘The dispensations of Providence in this world puzzle my 
weak reason; I cannot comprehend why cruel men should 
have been permitted thus to destroy their fellow creatures. 
Some of the ludians may be supposed to have committed 
sins, but one cannot think the little children had committed 
any worthy of death. Why has a single man in England, 
who happens to love blood, and to hate Americans, been 
permitted to gratify that bad temper by hiring German 
murderers, ‘and joining them with his own, to destroy in a 
continued course of bloody years, near 100,000 human 
creatures, many of them possessed’ of useful talents, 
virtues, and abilities, to which he has no pretension! It is 
he who has furnished the savages with hatchets and 
scalping knives, and engages them to fall upon our defence- 
less farmers, and murder them with their wives and chil- 
dren, paying for their scalps, of which the account kept in 
America, already amounts, as I have heard, to near two 
thousand ! Perhaps the people of. the frontiers, exasperated 
by the cruelties of the Indians, have been induced to kill 
all Indians that fall into their hands without distinction ; 
so that even these horrid murders of our poor Moravians 
may be laid to his charge.. And yet this man lives, enjoys 
all the good things this world can afford, and is surrounded 
by flatterers who keep even his conscience quiet by telling 
him he is the best of Princes ! I wonder at this, but f 
cannot therefore part with the comfortable behef of a 
‘Divine Providence; and the more I see the impossibility, 
from the number pnd extent of his crimes, of giving 
equivalent punishment to a wicked man in this life, the 
‘more I am convinced of a ‘future state, in which all that 
there appears to be wrong | shall be. set right, all that is 
crooked made straight. In this faith let you and I, my 
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dear friend, comfort ourselves; it is the only comfort in 
the preseut dark scene of things that is allowed us. 

I shall not fail to write to the Government of America, 
urging that effectual care may be taken to protect and 
save the remainder of those unhappy people. 

Since writing the above, I have received a Philadelphia 
paper, containing some account of the same horrid trans- 
action, a little different, and some circumstances alledged 
as excuses or palliations, but extremely weak and insufh- 
cient. I send it to you inclosed. With great and sincere 
esteem; | amever, my dear friend, yours most affectionately, 

B. FRANKLIN. 


To THE SECRETARY FOR ForeIGN AFFAIRS OF THE 
UNITED STATES. 


: 


The Birth of the Dauphin.—Capt. Asgiil. _M. Pit 
—Allowance to Mr. T. Velakiitt A Conttivent Ex- 
pences.—Inclosures. | 
Sir, Passy, Sept. 3, 1782. 

I have just received your No. 13, dated the 
23d of June. The accounts of the eeneral sentiments of 
our people respecting propositions from England, and the 
rejoicings on the birth of the Dauphin, give pleasure here, 
and it affords me much satisfaction to find the conduct of 
congress approved by all that hear or speak of it, and to 
see all’ the marks of a constantly growing regard for us, 
and confidence in us, among those in whom such senti- 
ments are most to be desired. : 

[ hope the affair of Captain Asgill was settled as it ought 
to be, by the punishment of Lippincut. Applications 
have been made here to obtain letters in favour of the 
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young gentleman. Enclosed I send you a “ne of: the 
answer I gave to that made to me. 1 i 

I had before acquainted M. Tousard, that his pension 
would be paid in America, and there only, it being unrea+ 
sonable to expect, that ‘the congress should open a pay- 
office in every part of the world, where pensioners should 
chuse to reside., I shall communicate to him that: part of | 
your letter. : ; ety 

You wish to know what allowance I make to my private 
secretary. My grandson, W. Temple Franklin, came over 
with me, served me as private secretary, during the time 
of the commissioners, and no secretary to the commission 
arriving, though we had been made to expect one, he did 
business for us all, and this without any allowance for his. 
services, though both Mr. Lee and Mr. Deane at times 
mentioned it to me as a thing proper to be done, and a 
justice. due to him. When I became appointed sole 
minister here, and the whole business which the commis- 
sioners had before divided with me, came into my hands, 
I was obliged to exact more service from him, and:he was 
indeed by being so long in the business, become capa- 
ble of doing more. At length in the beginning of ‘the 
year 1781, considering his constant close attention to the 
duties required of him, and his having thereby missed. the 
opportunity of studying the law, for which he had been 
intended, I determined to make him some compensation 
for the time past, and fix some appointment for the 
time to come, till the pleasure of congress respecting him 
should be taken. I accordingly settled an account with 
him ; allowing him from the beginning of December 
1776, to the end of 1777, the sum of 3400 livres; and for 
the year 17 78 the sum of 4000 livres ; for 1779, 4300 
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livres; atid for 1780, 6000 livres; since that time, I have 
allowed him at the rate 300 louis per annum, being what I 
saw had been allowed by congress, to the secretary of Mr. 
William Lee, who, could not have had, | imagine, a fourth 
part of the business to go through ; | since my secretary, 
besides the writing and copying the papers relative to my 
common ministerial transactions, has had all those ocea- 
sioned by my acting in the various employments of judge 
of admiralty, consul, purchaser of goods for the public, 
&c. besides that of the acceptor of the congress bills, a 
business that requires bemg always at home ; bills coming 
by post from different ports and countries and often 
requiring immediate answers whether good or not; and to 
that end, it being necessary to examine them by the books 
exactly kept,-of all preceding acceptations, in order to 
detect double presentations, which happen very frequently ; 
the great number of these bills makes almost sufficient 
business for,one person, and the confinement they occasion 
is such, that we cannot allow ourselves a day’s excursion 
into the country, and the want of exercise has hurt our 
healths in several instances. The congress pay much 
larger salaries to some secretaries, who | believe deserve 
them, but not more than my grandson does ; the compara- 
tively. small one I have allowed to him, his fidelity, exacti- 
tude and address in transacting business, being really what 
one could wish in such an officer, and the genteel appear- 
ance a young gentleman in his station obliges him to 
make, requirmg at least such an income. I do not 
mention the extraordinary business that has been imposed 
upon us in this embassy, as a foundation for demanding 
higher salaries than others. I never solicited for.a public 
office either for myself or any relative; yet I never refused 
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one that I was capable of executing, when public service 
was in question ; and I never bargained for salary, but 
contented myself with whatever my constituents! were 
pleased to allow me. ‘The congress will therefore consi- 
der every article charged in my account, distinct from the 
salary originally voted, not as what I presumed to. insist 
upon, but as what I propose only for their consideration, 
and they will allow what they think proper. You desire 
an accurate estimate of those contingent expenses. I[ 
enclose copies of two letters which passed between Mr. 
Adams and me. on the subject, and show ‘the articles of 
which they consist. Their amount in different years may 
be found in my accounts, except the article of house-rent, 
which has never yet been settled; M. de Chaumont, our 
landlord, having originally proposed to leave it till the end 
of the war, and then to accept, for it a piece of American 
land from the congress, such as they. might judge equiva- 
lent; if the congress did intend all contingent charges 
whatever to be included in the salary, and do not think 
proper to pay on the whole so much, in that case-I would 
humbly suggest that the saving may be most conveniently 
made by a diminution of the salary, leaving the contingen- 
cies to be charged; because they may necessarily be very 
different in different years, and im different courts. . [have 
been the more diffuse on. this subject, as your letter, gave 
occasion for it, and itis probably. the last time I shall 
mention it... mer iy eben aod 
Be pleased to present my dutiful respects to congress ; 
assure them. of my best services, and believe. me to be 
with sincere esteem, &c. B. FRANKLIN) © 
P. S. As you will probably lay this letter, before» ¢con- 
gress, I take the liberty of joining to it an extract of my 
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letter ‘tothe’ president, ‘of the 12th March, 1781, and of 
repeating my request therein contained, relative | to ‘my 
grandson. I enclose likewise extracts of lettérs from 
Messrs. Jay and Laurens, which both shew the regard 
those gentlemen have for him, and their desire of his being 
noticed by the congress." 3B. Franxuin, | 
or To Siz JosePu Banks, 


va of the Royal Society, London. 
pian Saree Passy, Sept. 9, 1782. 


I have just received the very kind, friendly 
‘letter you were so good as to write tome by Dr. Brous- 
sonnet. Be assured that | long earnestly for a return of 
those peaceful times, when I could sit down in swect — 
society with my English philosophical friends, communi- 
cating to each other new discoveries, and proposing im- 
provements of old ones ; all tending to extend the power 
of man over matter, avert or diminish the evils he is 
subject to, or augment the number of his enjoyments. 
Much more happy should I be thus employed in your — 
most desirable company, than in that of all the grardees 
of the earth projecting plans of! mischief, however neces- 
sary they may be supposed for obtaining greater good. 
Lam glad to learn by the Doctor that your great work 
goes on. JI admire your magnanimity in the undertaking, 
and the perseverance with which you have prosecuted it. 
I join with you most perfectly in the charming wish 
you so well express,“ that such measures may be taken 
by both) parties as ‘may tend to the elevation of both, 
rather than the. destruction of either.” If any thing has 
happened endangering one of them, my comfort.is, that I 


es oa Hg 


* See pages 77 and 78 of this volume. 
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endeavoured earnestly to prevent it, and gave honest, 
faithful advice; which if it had been regarded would have 
been effectual. And. still, if proper means’ are used to 
produce, not only a peace, but what is much more 
interesting, a thorough reconciliation; a few years may 
heal the wounds that have been made in our happiness, 
and produce a degree of prosperity of which at present 
we can hardly form a conception. With great and sincere 
esteem and respect, I am, dear Sir, your most obedient, 
and most humble servant, _B. FRANKLIN. 


To Mr. F. Horxinson, PHILADELPHIA. ,)_ 
Planting Trees in Philadelphia —Newspaper Abuse. 
(ExTRACT.) TA Passy, Dec. 24, 1782. 

: “] thank-you for your ingenious paper in favor of 
the trees. . L own I now wish we had two rows of them in 
every one of our streets. The comfortable shelter they 
would afford us, when walking, from our burning summer 
suns, and the greater coolness of our walls and pavements, 
avould, I conceive, in the improved health of the imhabit- 
ants amply compensate the loss of a house now and then © 
by fire, if such should be the consequence : but a tree is 
soon felled ; and as axes are at hand in every neighbour- 
hood, may be down before the engines arrive. 

_ You do:well to avoid being’ concerned ‘in the pieces of 
personal 2buse, so:scandalously’ common in our news- 
papers, that I am afraid to lend any of them here, ’till I 
have examined and laid aside suchas would disgrace us ; 
-and subject us among strangers to-a reflection like that 
used by a gentleman in a Coffee-house to two quarrellers, 
who after a mutually free use of the words, rogue, villain, 
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rascal, scoundrel, &c. seemed as if they would refer their 
dispute tohim: I know nothing ‘of you, or your affairs, 
said he's I only perceive that you know one another. 
"The conductor of -a newspaper, should, : methinks, 
consider ‘himself as in some degree: the guardian of bis 
. country’ s reputation, and refuse to insert such writings as 
may hurt it. If people will print their abuses of oné 
another, let them do it in little painphlets, and distribute 
them where- they think proper. It is absurd to trouble all 
the world'with them ; and unjust to subscfibers in distant 
places, to stuff re paper with matters so unprotitable 
and so disagreeable." " With sincere esteem and affection, 
1 am, my dear friend, ever yours, —éB. PRANKLIN. 


To THE : Racwr etna Barn OF Bucuan., 
Acquisition of Lands and forming Settlementsin America. 
Mx Lorp, — Passy, March 17,1783. 


~~ Treceived the letter your Lordship did me the 


honor of writing to me, and am obliged by your kind 
congratulations on the return of Peace, which I hope will 
be lasting. 

With regard to the terms on which lands may be 


4 A law to forbid and to punish Newspaper iy Heer would 1 now 
be styled, an Infringement of the Liberty of the Press: But this 
Liberty of the Press consisting merely in the Liberty that perhaps 
fifty persons in a community, who are capable of writing for the 
public, claim of abusing at-their pleasure all the rest who cannot 
write, one would think that even a writer who hada moderate 
share of good nature with common sensibility, should think it no 


bad bargain if he were to give up his Liberty of abusing others, i in . 


exchange for the privilege of not being abused himself. 
[See also a Letter ** On the Abuse of the Press,” Mareh 30, 1788.] 
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acquired in America, and the manner of beginning new 
settlements on them, { cannot give better information than 
may be found in.a book lately prmted in London, under 
some such title as, Letters from a Pennsyloanian Farmer, 
by Hector St. John. The only encouragements we hold 
out to strangers are, a good climate, fertile soil, wholesome 
air and water, plenty of provisions and fuel, good pay for 
labour, kind neighbours, good laws, liberty, and a hearty 
welcome: the rest depends on- a man’s own industry and 
virtue. Lands are cheap, but they must be bought. 
All settlements are undertaken at private expence: the 
public contributes nothing but defence and justice. I 
should not however expect much emigration from a country 
so much drained of men as yours‘ must have been by the 
late war; since the more ‘have left it, the more room, and 
the more encouragement, remains for those who staid at 
home. . But this you can best judge of ; and I have long 
observed of your people, that their sobriety, frugality, 
industry, and honesty, seldom fail of success in America, 
and of procuring them a good establishment among us. 

I do not recollect the circumstance you are pleased to 
mention of my having saved a citizen at St. Andrew’s, by 
giving a turn to his disorder; and I am curious to know 
what the disorder was, and hee the advice I gave which 
proved so salutary.” With great regard I have the honour 
to be, my Lord, your Lordship’s most obedient and most 
humble servant, B. FRANKLIN. 


. t Scotland, 

2 It was a fever in which the Earl of Buchan, then Lord Cadross, 

lay sick at St. Andrew’s; and the advice was, not to blister; - 

according to the old practice and the opinion of the learned Dr. 
Simson, brother of the celebrated geometrician at Glasgow. . 
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To Mrs. Hewson.* 
On the Death of her Mother.— Invitation to come to Passy. 


“(Extracts Sidhe Passy, January 27, 1783. 


“The departure of my dearest friend,* which I 
learn from your last letter, greatly affects me. ‘To meet 
with her once more in this life was one of the principal 
motives of my proposing to visit England again before my 
return to America. The last year carried off my friends 
Dr. Pringle and Dr. Fothergill, and Lord Kaimes and 
Lord Le Despencer ; this has begun to take away the 
rest, and strikes the hardest. Thus the ties I had to that 
country, and indeed to the world in general, are loosened 
one by one; and [I shall soon have no attachment left to 
make me unwilling to follow. | 

I intended writing when I sent the eleven books, but 
Jost the time in looking for the first. I wrote with that; 
and hope it came to hand. = [ therein asked your counsel 
about my coming to England: on reflection, F think I 
can, from my knowledge of your prudence, foresee what 
it will be; viz. not to come too soon, lest it should seem 
braving and insulting some who ought to be respected. 
T shall therefore omit that Journey till Tam near going to 
America, and then just step over to take leave of my 
friends, and spend a few days with you. I purpose bring- 


* Widow of the eminent anatomist of the name, and.formerly 
Miss Stevenson, to whom several of Dr. Franklin’s letters on 
philosophical subjeets are addressed. ar are t 


* Refers to Mrs, Hewson’s Mother. 
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ing Ben* with me, and perhaps may leave him under 
your care. me ee ee 

At Jength we are in peace, God be praised; and. long, 
very long may it continue. ‘All wars are follies, very €X-. 
pensive and very mischievous ones: when will mankind 
be conyinced. of this, and agree to settle their differences 
by arbitration? were they to do it even by the cast of a 
dye, it would be better than by aehene and destroying 
each, other... ee 

| Spring 1s coming on stibe pebetine will be delightful. 
(ah you not, when your children are all at school, make - 
a little party and take a trip hither? I have now a large 
house, delightfully situated, in which I could accommodate f 
you and two of three friends ;, and [ am but half an hour’s. 
drive from Paris. . sid 

In looking forward, twenty-fi ive years seem a long & pe- 
ried; butin looking back, how short! could you imagine 
that ’tis now full a quarter of a century since we were first 
acquainted! it was in 1757. During the greatest part of . 
the time I lived in the same house with, my dear. deceas- 
ed friend your mother; of course you and. T saw and con- 
versed with each other much and often. Itis to all our 
honors, that in. all that time we never had among us the 
smallest misunderstanding. Our friendship: has. been all 
clear sunshine, without any the least cloud in its hemis-° 
phere. Let me conclude by saying to you, what I have 
had too frequent occasions to say'to my other remaining 
old friends, the fewer we become, the more let us love one 
another: He, Rib) ese tH89 Beipalnteiedabiteh r 


* Benjamin pal Fadlie he of: Dr. "Franklin, by his 
daughter. ; eh i Fe Bg BLN wae on is Peta” 
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To PRE Lorp Bisuop or St. Asarn, (Dr, Shipley.) 
Peds the Peace with America. 


| assy, March, 17, 1783. 

8 ae pane ie with pe pleasure my dear. and re- 
etwrnaeay friend's letter of the 5th instant, as it informed me 
of the welfare of a family I so, much esteem and love, 

‘The clamour against..the peace in your, parliament 
would alarm, me for its duration, if I were not of opinion 
with you, that the attack is rather/against the, minister. f 
am.confident none of the opposition would haye ‘made a 
better peace. for England if they, had been in his place ; P 
at least I am‘ sure that Lord Stormont, who ‘seems loudest 
in railing at it, is not the man that could have mended it. 
My reasons I will give you when L have what Lhope to 
have, the great happiness of seeing you once more, and 
conversing. with you. They talk, much of there bemg no 
reciprocity in our treaty: they think nothing then, of our 
passing over, in silence the atrocities. committed by their — 
troops and demanding no satisfaction for their wanton 
burnings and. devastations, of our fair towns, and countries, 
‘They have heretofore confessed. the war to. be unjust, and 
nothing is plainer in reasoning than that the mischiefs done 
in an unjust war should be repaired. Can Englishmen 
be so partial to themselves, as to imagine they have a 
right to plunder and destroy as. much as they please, and 
then without satisfying for the injuries they have done, to 
have peace on equal terms? We were favorable, and did 
not demand what justice entitled us to. We shall proba- 
bly: be blamed for it by our constituents: ‘and L still think 
it would be the interest of England voluntarily. to offer 


* 


128 PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE PART I. 


reparation of those injuries, and effect it as much as may 
be in her power. But this is an interest she will never 
see, | | : 
Let us now forgive and forget. Let each country seek 
its advancement in its own internal advantages of arts and 
agriculture, not in retarding or preventing the prosperity 
of the other. America will, with God’s blessing, become 
a great and happy country; and England, if she has at 
length gained wisdom, will have gained ‘something more 
valuable, and more essential to her prosperity, than all she 
has lost; and will still be a great and respectable nation. 
Her great disease at present is the number and enormous 
salaries and-emoluments of office. Avarice and ambition 
are strong passions, and separately act with great force 
on the human mind; but when both are united, and may 
be gratified in the same object, their violence is ‘almost 
irresistible, and they hurry men headlong into factions and 
contentions destructive of all good gévernment. As long 
therefore as these great emoluments subsist, your parlia- 
‘ment will be a stormy sea, and your public councils con: 
founded by private interests. But it requires much publie 
spirit and virtue to abolish them; more _— than can 
now be found 4 in a nation so along corrupted.» 

Py te Rath B. Fiahaiwicignil 


To Siz JoserH Banks. 
On the Return of Peace. 


Dear Sin, jue BY Passy, July 215 1783. 
_ L received your very kind letter, by, Dr. 
Blagden, and enteety myself much honored. by your friendly 
remembrance. I have been too. much and too’ closely 
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engaged in public’ affairs’ since his being here, to. city all 
the benefit of ‘his. conversation you were so good’as to 
intend me. I hope soon’ to have’ more leisure, and to 
spend’ a part of it in those’ studies that are much more 
agreeable to me than political operations, © 

Tj join with you most cordially in rejoicing at the return 
of peace. I hope it will be lasting, and that mankind 
will atlength, as they call themselves reasonable creatures, 
have reason. aud ‘sense enough to settle their differences 
without cutting throats: forin my opinion, there never was 
a good war, or a bad peace. What vast additions to the 
conveniences and comforts of living might mankind have 
acquired, if the money spent in wars had been employed 
in works of public utility! What an extension of agricul- 
ture, even to the tops of our mountains; what rivers ren- 
dered navigable, or joined by canals’; what bridges, aque- 
ducts, new roads, and other public works, edifices and 
improvements, rendering England a’ complete’ paradise, 
might not have been obtained by spending those millions 
in doing good, which in the last war have been spent in 
doing» raischief ;: in bringing misery’ into thousands of fa- 
milies, and destroying the lives of so many ‘thousands: of 
working ehige who er have pertorkaea the useful 
dabour!'% c.f - 

lL am pleaded with the late astronomical discoveries 
made by our. Society “Furnished as all Europe now is 
with academies of science, with nice instruments and the 


spirit of creat the progress” Rok human le 
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~~ 


THE Ro a wud OF Loxvox, of cans Dr. Franklin “was 
gratuitously and withotit solicitation elected a , Fellow, in conse- 
quence of his discoveries in Electricity: See ‘Memoirs of his Life, 
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will be rapid, and discoveries made, of which we have 
at present no conception. I begin to be almost sorry { 
was born so soon, since I cannot have the happiness of 
knowing what will be known one hundred years hence. 

- I wish continued success: to the labours of the Royal 
Society, and that you, may long adorn their chair; being 
with the highest esteem, dear Sir; &c. B. FRANKLIN. 

»Dr. Blagden will acquaint you with the experiment of a 
re globé sent’ up into the air, much talked of here, and 
sa if ee oy pawns means of new know- 
ner Pons , Shia 
r To Branp Hoxuis, Eso. 

-Eulogium of Thomas Hollis. 


Siz, Passy, near Paris, Oct. 5, 1783. 

, _. [received but lately (though sent in June) your - 
most, valuable present of the Memoirs of Thomas. Hollis, 
Esqu, } who was truly, as you describe him in your letter, “a 
good.citizen of the world, and a faithful friend of Ame- 
1 America too. is. extremely. sensible of his beneyo- 
lence. dabad great beneficence towards her, and_will.ever 
revere his memory. These. volumes are a proof of what I 
have.sometimes had occasion to say, in encouraging, people 
to undertake difficult public services ; that it is prodigious 
the quantity of good that may be. done by one man, 1f he 
‘mill: make. a business of it, It is equally surprising to 
think. of the very little that.is done. by, many; for such is 
the, general frivolity of the employments and amusements 
of the rank we call gentlemen, that every century may have 
seen. three, successions of,a,set.of a thousand each, invevery 


kingdom.of Europe,,(gentlemen too, of, equal or, superior 
fortune) nv. one of which set, in the course, of their lives, 
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have done the good effected by this man alone! Good, 
not only. to: his own nation, and. to. his cotemporaries, but 
to distant countries, and to late posterity: for such must 
be the effect of his multiplying and distributing copies of 
the works of our best English. writers, on subjects the 
most i unportant to the welfare of society. ! 

I knew him personally but little. I sometimes met 
with him, at. the Royal Society and the Society of Arts, 
but he appeared shy of my acquaintance, though he often 
sent me valuable presents, such as Hamilton’s works, 
Sydney’s works, &c. which are now among the most pre- 
cious ornaments of my. library. We might possibly, if 
we had been more intimate, have concerted some useful 
operations together; but he loved to do his good alone 
and secretly; and I find besides, in perusing these me- 
‘moirs, that I was a doubtful character with him. I do 
hot respect him less for his error; and I am obliged to 
the editors for the justice they have done me. They haye 
made a little mistake in page 400, where a letter which 
appeared in a London paper, January 7th, 1768, is said 
to have been written by Mr. Adams, » It was written by 
me, and is reprinted in Mr. Vaughan’s Collection of my 
Political Pieces, p.231.. This erratum is of no great 
importance, but may be corrected in a future edition, 

I see Mr. Hollis had a collection of curious medals. 
if he had been still living, I should certainly have sent him 
one of the ‘medals that I have caused to be struck here. 
i think the countenance of my Liberty would have pleased 
him. 7 ‘Suppose you possess the collection, and have the 
_ same taste. by beg you therefore to accept of one of these 

medals as a mark: “of my peat, and. believe me to be 
with sincere esteem, Ke. : 


B. FRANKLIN. 
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T. His Exertnency Joun ss wire i 

wr Duke Sm, act ~ Passy, January 6,1784. 
lana i received your kind letter of the 26th past, 
and immediately sent that inclosed to Mrs. Jay, whom I 
saw a few days since with the children, all perfectly well. 
It isa happy thing that the little ones are so finely past 
the small ‘pox, and I Be Shaagid you upon it most cor- 
dially. 

It is true, as you have heard, that I have the stone, but 
not that I have had thoughts of being cut for it. It is as 
‘yet very tolerable. It gives me no pain but when in a 
carriage ‘on the pavement, or when I make some sudden 
quick movement. If I can prevent its growing larger, 
; which I hope to do by abstemious living and gentle exer- 

cise, ca go on pretty: comfortably with it to the end of 
my journey, which can now be at no great distance. I 
am cheerful, enjoy the company of my friends, sleep well, 
have sufficient appetite, aud my stomach performs well its 
“functions. ‘The latter is very material to the preservation 
vi health. wT therefore take no drugs lest I should disorder 
, You may judge that my disease is not very grievous, 
since T am more afraid of the medicines than of the ma- 


ie het 


lady 
p a gives ‘me pleasure to learn from’ you that my friends 
still rétain their regard for me. [long to see ‘them | again, 
but I doubt I shall hardly aééomplish it. If our com- 
mission for the treaty of cominerce were “arrived, and: we 
were at liberty to treat in England, 9 ‘imight then come 
over to you, ‘supposing ‘the tae ministry dis laposed & to 
enter into such a treaty, 
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“ 
I have, as you observe, some enemies, in England, but. 
they are my enemies as.an’ American ; I have also two, or. 
three.in America, who are my enemies as a minister ; but 
I thank God there are notin the whole world any who are, 
my enemies as a man; for by his grace, through a long life 1 
have been enabled so to conduct myself, that there does. 
not exist a human being who can justly say, Ben. F rankho, 
has wronged me. This, my. friend, is in. old age a com- 
fortable reflection. You too have, or. may have, your 
enemies ; but let not that render you unhappy, if _you 
make a right use of them, they will do you more good than 
harm. They point out to us our faults; they put us upon 
our guard, and help us to live more correctly. _ ) 
My grandsons are sensible of the honor of your. remem- 
brance,. and, jom their respectfut compliments and. best 
wishes with those of, dear. sir, “your affectionate humble 
servant, one B. FRANKLIN. 


bhA? He : r : ih mi haf ‘ f ry ae 


Ee WARE To Mrs. Bacue. | 


On, the ademas Order. et the. Gincsariaii Hevtry 
bond 2 thigh: and descending Hondiss JeeeeM ROE 


I Ta abe Mth 
My. DEAR Cuizp,... me wo dish eens 26, 1784,, 
wenekielad: ix. Your. care in ‘sending me the newspapers 


is very, agreeable t tome. 1 received by. Captain Bamey 
those relating to the Cincinnati. _My opinion of the 3 in- 
stitution. cannot be of, ‘much importance : yh only wonder 
that, when. | the ‘united, ‘wisdom of our nation had, 1 the 
| articles, of, “confederation, manifested their dislike of esta- 
; phishing | ranks of nobility, by. authority either, of the con- 
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gress or ‘of any particular state, a number of private’ per- 
sons should think proper ‘to distinguish themselves and 
their posterity, from their fellow-citizens, and forny an’ 
order ‘of hereditary knights, ‘in direct opposition to the 
solemnly-declared sense of their country! 1 imagine it 
must be likewise contrary to the good:sense of most of 
those drawn into it, by the persuasion of its projectors; 
who ‘have been too much struck with the ribbands and 
crosses they have seen hanging to the buttou-holes: of 
foreign officers. And. I ‘suppose those who disapprove’ 
of it have not hitherto given it much opposition, from a 
principle ‘somewhat like that of your good mother, relating | 
to punctilious persons, who are always exacting little ob- 
servances of respect; that “‘ 7f people can be pleased. with 
small matters, it s.@ pity but they should’ have them.” In 
_this view, perhaps, DT should not myself, if my advice had 
been asked, have objected to their wearmg their ribband 
and badge themselves according to their fancy, though I 
certainly should: tothe entailing it as an honor on \their 
posterity. . For honor, worthily obtained, (as that for ex- 
ple of our officers) is in its nature’a personal thing, and 
incommunicable to any but those who had some share in 
obtaining it. ‘Thus among the Chinese, the most ancient, 
aid from long experience the wisest of nations, honor 
he not descend, but ascends. Ifa man from his leam- 
g, his wisdom, or his valour, is promoted by the Empe- 
ror to the rank of Mandarin, his parents are ‘immediately 
erititled to all the ‘same ceremonies of respect from’ the 
) people,” that are established as ‘due to the Mandarin him: 
self; on the’ supposition ‘that it must have been owing ‘to 
the education, instruction, ahd good: example afforded him 
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by his’ parents, that he was rendered’ capable of serving 
the public. This ascending honor is. therefore useful. to 
the state, as it encourages parents to give their childrensa 
goodand virtuous education. But the | descending honor, 
to a posterity who could have no share in obtaining it, is 
not only ¢ groundless and ‘absurd, but often hurtful to that 
posterity, since it is apt to make them proud, 'disdaining 
to be employed in useful arts, and thence falling into 
poverty, and all the meannesses, servility, and wretchedness 
attending it; which is the present case with much of what 
is called the noblesse in’ Europe. © Or if, to keep up the 
dignity of the family, estates are entailed entire on the 
eldest male heir, another pest to industry and i improvement 
of the country is introduced, which’ will be followed by 
all the odious mixture of prideland beggary, and idleness 
that have half depopulated and decultivated Spain's) occa- | 
sioning continual extinction of families by the discourage- 
ments of marriage, and neglect in the improvement of 
estates. 1 wish therefore’that*the Cincinnati, if they must 
go on with their project, would direct the badgés of their 
order to be worn by their fathérs and mothers, instead -of 
handing them down to their ‘children. Jt would “be a 
good precedent, and might’have good effects.» It:would 
also be a’kind of obedience to the fourth commandment, 
in which: God enjoins us to honor our father and ‘mother, 
but ias nd where directed us to honor our children. ‘And 
certainly no mode of honoring those immediate authors of 
our being can be more effectual, ‘than that of doing praise- 
worthy actions, ‘which reflect honor on those’ who! gave 
us our: education; ‘or more: ‘becoming, ‘than that: of: mani- 
festing, by  some“!public expression ‘or token, ‘that it is to 
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their instruction, and example we ascribe. the merit of 
those actions, tumoad waikadnay eid’ ar 
/ _ But. t the ana, ry on st tine As, not. a. mere 
matter of philosophical opinion, it is capable of mathema- 
tical demonstration. A. man’s. son, for instance, is but 
half, of his family, the other half belonging tothe. family. 
of his wife. His son too, marrying into another. family, 
his share in. the grandson, is but a fourth; in the great 
grandson, by. the same. process, it is, but an, eighth. . Tn 
oe next generation a. sixteenth ; the next a thirty seeond ; 
the next a sixty. fourth; the ic san hundred and twenty 
eighth ; the next a two hundred.and_ fifty sixth ; and the 
“next a.five hundred. and twelfth :, thus:i in nine generations, 
which. will not require more. than 300 years, (no very great 
antiquity for a family) our. present, Chevalier of the Order 
of Cincinnatus’ s share in. the,then, existing, knight, will be 
but a 519th, part 3,which allowing the’ present certain 
fidelity of, American wives, to .be; insured: down: through 
all those nine. generations,jis)so.small a consideration, that 
methinks no, reasonable man, would. hazard for the sake of 
it, ,the,, disagreeable ; ‘consequences of the enjenlousyy envy, 
and, ill-will of his COUBHTR CB rudd aig pi ueete unesitsdeaiiaeianl 
Let, us go back with oux;calculation. fro his: young 
vn the, 512th, part of , the present Knight, through. his 
nine, g: generations, till We,return to, the, year of the’ institu- 
tion. He. must have had a father and mother, , they are 
two ; each, of. them. had, ip. father, and mother, they are 
fm ig Those. of the, next, preceding generation will be 
eight, the next. sixteen, the next thirty-two, the next sixty- - 
four, the next one, hundred. and, twenty-eight, the next two 
hundred. and “fifty-six, and. 1e, sinth in. this retrocession 
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tive hundred) and twelve, who must,be now existing, and 
all contribute. their, proportion of this future Chevalier de 
Cincinnatus. These, with, ithe, rest, make tometer: as 


follows :—- Pm Sart? An hem tei : 
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Santaonneeie ae transkyvatinas men and w oindti; eontribu- 
tors to. the, formation of one knight. . And if we are to 
have, a. thousand of these future knights, there: must be 
now) and hereafter existing one million and, twenty-two 
thousand fathers and mothers, who are to contribute to their 
production, unless a part.of the number are employed in 
making more knights than one. Let us strike off then 
the 22,000 on the supposition of this double employ, and 
then consider whether, after a reasonable estimation of the 
number of rogues, and fools, and scoundrels, and perosti- 
tutes, that are mixed with, and help to make up necessa- 
rily their million of predecessors, posterity will have much 
reason to boast of the noble blood of the then existing set 
of Chevaliers. of ‘Cincinnatus. The. future genealogists 
too of these Chevaliers,- in proving the lineal descent of 
their honor through so many generations, (even supposing 
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honor Capable in its-nature of descending) will only prove 
the small'share of this honor which can be justly clained 
by any one of them, since the above simple process’ in 
arithmetic makes it quite plain and clear, that in propor- 
tion as the antiquity of the family shall augment, the-right 
to the honor of the ancestor will diminish ; and a few ge- 
nerations more wou'd reduce it to something so small as 
to be very near an absolute nullity. I hope therefore that 
the Order will drop this part of their project, and  con- 
tent themselves as the Knights’of the Garter, Bath, This- 
tle, St. Louis, and other Orders of Europe do, with a life. 
enjoyment of their little badge and ribband, and let the 
distinction die with those who have merited it. This I 
imagine will give no offence.” For my own part, I shall 
think it a convenience, when Igo itito a company where 
there may be faces unknown'to'me, if I discover, by this 
badge, the: persons” who merit some particular ‘expres- 
ion of my respect ; and it will save moddest virtue: the 
trouble of calling for our regard, by awkward rotnd-about 
intimations of having been heretofore Senptoyed a as: — 
agi continental service, UO DE oe ams 
» The gentleman’ ‘who made the’ voyage to France to pro- 
vide the ribbands and : “medals, has * executed his’ commis- 
sion. ‘To’ me’ they seem tolerably, done ;° but all stich 
things are criticised. © Some * ‘find fault with the Latin, as 
wating ¢lassical elegance and ‘correctness; and*since our 
Wine ‘Uhiversities were not able'to furnish ‘better ‘Latin, “it 
was pity, they say, that the mottos had ‘not been in Eng-— 
lish. Others’ object to the title; as not properly assum- 
able by any but General Washington, and a few others, 
_ who served ‘without: dant Scag rors to the bald 
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eugle,’ as looking too much like’a Dindon or turkey. For’ 
my own’ part, T'wish the‘bald eagle had not been ¢hosen! 
as'the ‘representative of our: country’; he is a bird of bad® 
moral character? he does not get his living honestly ; you" 
itay have seen him ‘perched on some’ déad tree, where, too 
lazy to’fisH for himself, he watches ‘the labor ofthe fish/ 
ing hawk : anid when that diligent bird has at length taken’ 
a fish, ‘and: j is’ bearing it to his’ nest-for the support of his’ 
mate and young’ ones; the bald eagle’ pursues ‘him,' and’ 
takes it from him!’ With’ all this’injustice he. is’ never in) 
good case, iit like those among amen who live by sharping 
and robbing, he ‘is: ‘generally: poor, ‘and’ often very lousy.’ 

Besides, hé’is a’ ‘rank coward?’ the’ little king bird, not 
bigger than a sparrow, attacks) him ‘boldly and drives him’ 
out of the district. He is therefore’ by no means a proper 
emblem for the brave and honest’ Cincinnati of America, 
who ‘have'‘driven all the king-birds from our country; 
_ though exactly fit for that order of knights which the French 
éall Chevaliers @ Industrie:».1-am on this account, not 
displeased that the figure ig not known as a bald eagle, but 
looks more like a turkey. For in truth, the turkey is in 
comparison a much more respectable’ bird, and withal a 
truie original native of America. Eagles have been ‘found 
in all countries, bat the turkey was peculiar to ours; the 
first.of the species seen in Europe, being brought to Franee 
hy the Jesuits from, Canada, and served up at the wed- 
nyeahiteniharin the Ninth.*. Hei ip pstidat, (though 
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ot. t The waive ates Eme, or bald Eagle, (Falco teucocephatus. 
Lr.) peculiar to North ‘America ; and the emblem my by 
the Society of Cincinnati. 

* A learned friend of the Editor's has ateayecd - bine that this 
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a: little vain and silly ’tis true, | but not, the ,worse.emblem 

for that) -a bird of courage, and. would. riot hesitate. to. 
attack a igrenadier of the, British guards, who. should _pte- 

sume to invade his farm-yard with a red coat on... 6. 

_ I shall’ not enter’into the criticisms made upon heir. 
Latin. ‘The gallant officers of America may. not have the 
merit of being great scholars, but they undoubtedly., merit. 
much.as brave soldiers from: their country, which should. 
therefore not leave them merely to fame for their ){ virtu- 
tis premium,” which is one of their Latin. mottos: _ Their. 
“esto perpetua,”’ another, is, an excellent owish,, if they 
meant it for their country; bad, if intended for their siete. 
The states should not only restore to them ‘the. omnia of 
their first motto, * which many, of them. have left, and. lost, 
but pay them justly, and reward them generously.’ ‘They. 
should not be suffered to,remain with all their new created 
chivalry entirely in the situation of the gentleman in the 
story, which their omnia religuit, reminds) me..of, », You 
know every thing makes me recollect, some., story. , He 
had built a very fine house, and therebyymuch impaired 
his fortune. He hada, pride however,in showing it, to; his 
acquaintance, One of them, after. viewing, it all, remark- 
eda motto over the door OLA. VANITAS, What, says 
he, is the, meaning of this, OLA? tis a word,1)don’t) un- 
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is a wathitce! as Turkies were foul in ereat plenty by ‘Cortes; when 
he invaded and conquered Mexico before the time of” Charles the 
1Xth.—That this and their being brought to oldSpain is mentioned 
by. Peter Martyr of Angelina, , who was Secretary to the Council of 
- the Indies, established immediately after the Discovery of Amey 
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rica, and personally ucquainted ‘with. Columbus. nip 
1) 
Omnia Migr b oak serpare rempublicam. 
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derstand. I.will. tell you, said the gentleman: .I had a 
mind.to,have the motto cut on a piece of smooth marble, 
but there was not room for it between. the ormaments, ‘to 
be put in characters large enough to be read. I therefore 
made use of a contraction anciently, very common in Latin 
‘manuscripts, whereby the m’s and..n’s in:words are omit- 
ted, and the omission noted by.a. little. dash above, which 
‘you may see there, so that the. word is omnia, OMNIA/VA- 
NITAS. Q, said his friend, | now comprehend the mean- 
ing of your. motto,.it relates to. your edifice ; and signifies, 
that.if you have abridged your omnia, you have neverthe- 
less left your vANITAS legible at full length... 9)... 
Lam, as ever, your affectionate father,’ yeas ROHS 
peti) yO ald 329 site ty B. Frankie: 
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To, His Excernency Henry Laurens, Eso. 
_ Remarks on the British Government. >> 
LTR AT ih A ay:  Passy, Feb. 12, 1784. 


a) at bi received baw favor of “pit 3d instant by vii 


of AT diaat tee of that government whose constitution | has 
tion so Arde wi are come to a nena that threatens 
sicians do not even seem to guess at 2 ae elise of the dis. 
ease, and therefore prescribe insufficient remedies, such as 
place bills, more equal representation, more frequent elec- 
tions, &e. Ke. ‘In my humble opinion, the malady con- 
sists in the enormous salaries, emoluments, and patronage 
of great offices. Ambition and avarice are separately 
strong passions: when they are united in pursuit of the 
same object, they are too strong to be governed by com- 
mon prudence, or influenced by public spirit and love of 
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country; they drive men’ Liiaatasit y into factions, cabals, 
dissensions, and violent divisions, always ‘mischievous: to 
public:councils, destructive ‘to. the: peace of society, and 
sometimes fatal to its existence. \ As long as\the immense 
profits of these offices subsist, members of the shortest 
-and most equally: chosen parliaments will have them’ in 
‘wiew, and contend for them, and their contentions will have 
-all the same ruimous consequences. To me then there 
seems to be’but one effectual. remedy, and that not likely 
to be adopted by so corrupt a nation; which is, to abo- 
lish these profits, and make every place . of honor, a place 
of burthen. . By that means the effect of one of the pas- 
sions above-mentioned would be taken away, and‘some- . 
thing would be added to counteract the other. Thus the 
number of competitors for great offices would be dimi- 
nished, and the efforts of those who still would vine them . 
moderated. | 
Thank God we have now less connection wren the < sdiine 
of these people, and are more at liberty to take care of 
our own, which I hope we shall manage better. 
We have a terrible winter here, such another in. this 
country is not remembered by any. man living. The snow 
has been thick upon the ground ever since Christmas ; and: 
the frost constant. ih 
Myg grandson j joie in best she to ete and 
Miss Laurens. , With sincere esteem and affection d have. 
the honor to be, dear Sir, &c. B. Franxui.» 
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epiviha Mh 4 Moniaaniain « is Hopes 
“Deak Sin; Ue 16 pA Feb. 16, 1784, ' 
oP received and read with pleasure your kind 
letter of the sit Na mndecanpfons Beside paren 
your kinswoman at Philadelphia a are agreeable, and I shall 
be happy if any recommendations from me can be service- 
able to Dr. Ross, or any pie. sah ve yours going to 
America.’ ' -" 

-Your arguments persuading me to come once more to 
England, are very powerful. To be sure I long to see 
again my friends there, whom I love abundantly : but 
there are difficulties and objections of several roc which 
at’ present [ don’t see how to get over. 

Lament with you the political disorders England at 
present labors under. Your pavers are full of strange 
accounts of anarchy and confusion in America, of which 
we know nothing, while your own affairs are really in a 
deplorable situation. In my humble opinion, the root of 
_ the evil lies not so much in too long, or too unequally cho- 
sen parliaments, as in the enormous salaries, emoluments, 
and patronage of your great officers; and that you will 
never be at rest till they are all dielivhed. and every place 
of honor made at the same time, instead of a place of pro- 
fit, a place of expence and burthen. Ambition and ava-. 
‘Tice are each of them strong passions, and when they are 
united i in the same persons, and have the same objects in 
view for their gratification, they are too strong for public 
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‘spirit and love. of coun try, and are apt to produce the most 
violent factions , and.contentions., They should, therefore 
be separated, and made to act one-against the other. ‘Those 
places, to speak.in our old oe (brother,..type).. may »be 
good for the CHAPEL, but.they .are, bad for the. master, 
as they create. constant quarrels , that hinder ,the business. 
For example,, here are two, months .that, your, government. 
has been employed. in eattineis its form to. press 3, which 
is not yet fit to. work on, every, page of it being squabbled, 
and the whole, ready, to, fall into,pye... The founts, too 
must be.very, scanty, or strangely out of sorts, since. your 
compositors cannot find either upper or lower-case. letters 
sufficient to set the, word ADMINISTRATION, but, are 
forced to be. continually turning for them... However, to 
return to common (though perhaps too saucy), language; 
don’t despair ; you have still one resource left, and that 
not a bad one, since it may reunite the empire. We have 

some remains of affection for you, and shall always . be 
ready to recelve and. take care of you.in case of distress. 
So if you have not sense and virtue enough to.govern, your- 
sely es, €’en dissolve your present old crazy constitution, and 
send members to CONSTESS 6. unis oat lato ete 
You will say my advice and os “Madeira. You are 
right. This foolish letter i is mere chit-chat betweeen our- 
selves, over the second bottle. . If, therefore. you, show. it 
to any body, (except our, indulgent, friends,», Dagge, and 


Lady Strachan) I will positively. solless you... Yours .ever 


most t affectionately, sa csi eee encenitilli FRANKLIN. 
too sere S es | 
DERG: ing? vege ee a ' 


“Drar ~~ Da SO: - Passy, March 12,1 1784. 
eR) ae 8 write ‘this’ in great’ pain from ‘the: gout in 
both feet; but my young friend your son having informed 
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me’ that he sets out for London’ to-motrow, I could not 
slip the opportunity, as perhaps it is the only safe one that 
may occur before your departure for America, I wish 
mine was as near. I think I have reason to complain 
that Iam so long without an answer from Congress to 
my request of recall. I wish rather to die in my own 
country than here; and though the upper part’ of -the 
building appears vat tolerably firm, yet being undermined 
by the stone and gout united, its fall cannot be far dis- 
tant. You are so good as to offer me your friendly ser- 
vices. You cannot do me one more acceptable at pre- 
sent than that of forwarding my dismission. In all other 
respects as well as that, I shall ever look on your friend- 
ship as an honour to me; being with sincere and great 
esteem, dear Sir, Sc. &e. 


March, 3, 1784. 

P. Si Having had a tolerable night, I find myself some- 
‘thing better this morning. In reading over my letter J 
perceive an omission of my thanks for your kind assuran- 
ees of never forsaking my defence should there be need. 

I apprehend that the violent antipathy of a certain person 
to me, may have produced some calumnies, which what you 
have seen and heard here may enable you to refute. You 
will thereby exceedingly oblige one, who has lived beyond 
all other ambition than that of dying with the fair charac- 
ter he has long endeavoured to deserve. As to my infalli-. 
bility, which you do not undertake to maintain, I am too 
modest myself to claim it, that is. iz general; though when 
we come fo particulars, I, like other people, give it up 
with difficulty. Steele. says, that the difference between 
the church of Rome, and the church of England on that 

“Vou. I. K 
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point, is only this ; that the one pretends to be infallible, 
and the other to be never in the wrong. In this latter 
_ sense, we are most of us church of England men, though 
few of us confess it and express it so naturally and frankly 
as a certain lady here, who said, I dont know how it 
happens, but I meet with nobody, except myself, that is 
always i in the right. Je ne trouve que moi qui a toujours 
raison. | | 3 mw 

My grandson joins me in affectionate respects to you 
and the young lady : with best wishes for your health and 
prosperity. Yours, B. FRANKLIN. 


To Mr. Water, Printer, Lonpon. 


On the Logographical Mode of Printing. 
IK, Passy, April 17, 1784. 


I have received a book, for which [ under- - 


Wi 


stand I am obliged to you, the Introduction to Logogra- 
phy. Ihave read it with attention, and as far as | under- 
stand it, am much pleased with it. I do not perfeetly 
| comprehend the arrangement of his cases ; but the reduc- 
_tion of the number of pieces by the roots of words, and 
“their different terminations is “extremely ingenious 5. and I 
like much the idea of cementing the letters, instead of cast- 
ing words or syllables, which I formerly attempted and 
dieneal ay’ in, having invented a mould, and method by 
which I could in a few minutes form a matrice and ad- 
just it, of any word in any fount at pleasure, and proceed 
to cast from it. I send inclosed a specimen. ‘of some of 
my terminations, and would willingly instruct Mr. John- 
son in the method if he desired it, but she has a better. 
Fe mentions some improvements that have been proposed, 

but takes no notice of one published here at Reber 1m 


7 
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1776 ; 80 I suppose he has neither seen nor heard. of it. 
It is inaquarto pamphlet, intitled, Nouveau Systéme T'y- 
pographique, ou Moyen de diminuer de moitié, dans toutes 
les Imprimeries del Europe, le travail et les frais de Com- 
position, de Correction, et de Distribution, découvert.en 
1774, par Madame de ***,  Frustra fit per plura quod 
potest fierl per pauciora. 4 Paris, de L’ Imprimerie 
Royale, MDCCLXXYVI._ It is dedicated to the King, 
who was at the expence of the experiments. T wo com- 
missaries were named to examine and render an account 
of them; they were M. Desmarets, of the Academy of 
Sciences, and M. Barbou, an eminent printer. Their re- 
. port concludes thus; “ Nous nous contenterons de dire 
ici que M. de St. Paula rempli les engagemens qu'il 
avoit contractés avec le Gouvernement 5 que ses expérien- 
ees projetées ont été conduites avec beaucoup de mé- 
thode et d’intelligence de sa part; et que par des cal- 
~ culs longs et pénibles, qui sont le fruit d’un grand nombre 
de combinaisons raisonnées, il en a déduit plusieurs résul- 
tats qui méritent d’étre proposés aux artistes, et qui .nous 
paroissent propres 4 éclairer la pratique de l’imprimerie 
actuelle, et 4 en abréger certainement les procédés, Son 
projet ne peut que gagner aux contradictions qu'il essuiera 
sans doute, de la part des gens de Vart. A. Paris, le 
8 J fanvier, 1776.” The painphlet consists of sixty-six 
pages, containing a number of tables of words and parts of 
words, explanations of those tables, calculations, answers 
to objections, &c. Iwill, endeavour to get one to send 
you if, you desire it: pine is bound up with others in a 
volume. It was. after, seeing this piece. that I cast the 
syllables I send, you a sample of. I have not heard that 
any of the printers here make at present the least use of 
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the invention of Madame de ***. You will observe 
that it pretended only to lessen the work by one-half; Mr. 
Johnson’s method lessens it three-fourths. I should be 
glad to know with what ‘the letters are cemented. I think 
cementing better than casting them together, . because if 
one letter happens to be battered, it may be taken away and 
another cemented in its place. I received no letter with 
the Prannile 1 am, Su, &c. B. FRanKuin. 


: To Mr, Bensamin Wess. 

A new Method of repaying Money Lent. 
DrAr Sir, | Passy, April 22, 1784. 
I received your’s of the 1éth instant, and 
the memorial it inclosed. The account they give of your 
situation grieves me. I send you herewith a bill for ten 
Louis d’ors. I do not pretend to give such a sum; FE 
only Zend it to you. When you shall return to your coun- 
try with a good character, you cannot fail of getting into 
some business that will in time enable you to pay all your 
debts : in that case when you meet with another honest 
man in similar distress, you must pay me by lending this 


m to him; enjoining him to discharge the debt by a 
like operation when he shall be able, and shall meet with 
such another opportunity. 1 hope it may thus go through 
many hands before it meets with a knave that will stop its 
progress. ‘This is a trick of mine for doing a deal of good 
with a little money. I am not rich enough to afford 
much in good works, and so am obliged to be cunning 
and make the most of a little. With best wishes for the 
success of your memonal, and your future prosperity, 
t am, whee Sir, your most obedient servant, 


B. FRANKLIN. 
* 
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“To THE Rev. Docror Mien" “Boston. , 


i) sPehiis 


Pe” ‘On his Advice to the People of America. J lomiath 
-Rrv. SIR, Passy, May 12; 1784. 
I received your kind ‘letter. with your ex- 
céllent advice to the people of the United States, which 
Tread with great pleasure, and hope it will be duly re- 
garded. Such writings, though they may be lightly pass- 
ed over by many readers, yet if they make a deep i impres- 
sion on: one active mind in au hundred, the effects may be 
considerable. Permit me to mention one little lostance, 
which though it relates to myself, will not be quite upin- 
teresting to you. When I was.a boy, I met with a book 
entitled Essays to do Good, which I think was written by 
your father, It had been go little regarded by a former 
possessor, that several leaves of it were torn out: but-the 
remainder gave me such a turn of thinking as to have an 
influence on my conduct through life ; for I have always 
seta greater value on the character of a doer. of good, 
than on any other kind of reputation ; and if i have heen, 
as you seem to think, a useful citizen, the public owes thé” 
advantage of it to that book. You mention your, being 
in your 78th year; Lam in my 79th ;, We aregrown old 
together.. It is. now more than sixty. years .since 1 left 
Boston, but I remember well both your father and grand- 
father, kerine heard them. both i in the pulpit, and,seen them 
in their houses. The. last. time I saw your father was in 
the beginning. of 1724, when I visited ,him, after my first 
trip to Pennsylvania, He receiyed. me in. his, Jibrary,. and 
on my taking. leave. showed me a shorter way out .of: the 
house, through atte aah passage, which was crossed by a 
beam overhead. We were still talking as I withdrew, he 
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accompanying me Sebi. and I turning corte towards 
him, when he said hastily, stoop, ih IT did not under- 
stand him till [ felt my head hit against the beam. He 
was a man that never missed any occasion of giving instruc- 
_ tion, and upon this he said to me, you are young, and 
have the world before you; STOOP as you go through it; 
and you will miss many hard thumps. ‘This advice thus 
beat into my head has frequently been of use to me, and I 
often think of it, when I see pride mortified, and misfor- 
tunes brought upon people ye their sah Abate their shestp 
too high. » Juan i SL \y.ahdabbiewe 
» [long much to see again my native place, a doi to. Ligy' my 
bones there. I left it in 1723; I visited it in 1733, 1748, 
1753, and 1763. In 1773, I was in England; in 1775, 
Thad a sight of it, but ‘could not enter, it being in posses- 
‘sion of the enemy. [did hope to have been there in 1783, 
but could: not obtain my dismission from this employ- 
ment here; and now I fear I shall never have that happi- 
ness. My best wishes however attend my’ dear country. 
Esto perpetua. It is now blest with an excellent con- 
‘Bitution; may it last for ever ! | i | 
This powerful monarchy continues its friendship: for 
the United States. It is a friendship of the utmost im- 
portance to-our security, and should be carefully -cultivat- 
ed.’ Britain has not yet well digested the loss of its domi- 
nion over us; and has still at times some flattering hopes of 
recovering. it. Accidents’may increase those hopes, and 
encourage dangerous attempts. A breach between us and 
France, would infallibly bring the English again upon our 
backs; and yet we have some wild heads- among our 
countrymen, who are endeavouring to weaken that con- — 
nection! Let us — our reputation by ferforming 
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our engagements ; our credit by fulfilling our contracts ; 
and friends by gratitude and kindness; for we know not 
how soon we may again have occasion for all of them. 
With great and sincere esteem, I have the honor to be, &c. 

B. FRANKLIN. | 


To Dr. PERCIVAL. 


| Remarks on Dueling. 


Dear Sir, _ Passy, July 17, 1784. 

I received yesterday by Mr. White, your 
kind letter of May 11th, with the most agreeable present 
of your new book.‘ I read it all before L. slept, which 
is a proof of the good effects your happy manner. has_ of 
drawing your reader on, by mixing little anecdotes. and 
historical facts with your instructions. Be pleased to 
accept my grateful acknowledgments’ for the pleasure it 
has afforded me. gay 

It is astonishing that the piunderote dichekion of duel- 
ling, which. you so justly condemn, should continue so 
long in vogue. Formerly when duels were used to de- 
termine law-suits, from an opinion that Providence w oul 
m every instance favor truth and right, with victory; they. 
were excusable. At present, they decide nothing. A 
‘man says something, which another tells him is.a lie. They 

» fight; but whichever is killed, the point in dispute. re-_ 
mains unsettled. To this purpose: they, have a pleasant 
little story here. A. gentleman in a coffee-house desired 
another to sit further from him. Why so: ? Because, Sir, 
you stink, \ That is an affront, and you must. fight me, 
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I will fightiyou if you” insist upon it ; but I do not ‘see 
how that will mend the matter. - For if you kill me, [ shall 
stink too; and if I kill) you, you will stink, if ‘possible, 
worse than you do at présent. How can such’ miserable 
sinners as we are entertain so much pride, as to conceit 
that every offence against our imagined honor merits death? 
These petty princes in their own opinion would call that 
sovereign a tyrant, who should put one of them to death 
for a little uncivil language, though pointed at his sacred - 
person: Yet every one of them makes himself judge in 
his own cause, condemns the offender without a jury, and 
undertakes himself to be the executioner. “With sincere 
and great esteem, I have the sai ntl to be, Sir, your most 
obedient, and most humble servant,  B, FRANKLIN. 
P.°S. Our friend, Mr. Vaughan, may perhaps com- 
municate to you some conjectures of mine relating to the 
cold of last winter, which I *sent him in return for the 
observations on cold of Professor Wilson. If he should, 
and you think them worthy so much notice, you may show 
them to your Philosophical Society,’ to which I wish all 
PS success. Nahin iro i to'me excellent. 
To Muss. Werrms ann Gant, Chreenuy OF THE 
oasooe Unrrup States, Lonpon. - a 


On their wish to obtain Ordination. 


GuntirmEn, | Passy, near ‘Paris, July 18, 1784. 
i. On receipt of your letter, acquainting _ me that 
the > Archbishop of Core would not permit you to 


fee 


was one of the stati founders-and ornaments. 
+ Dr. Moore. ; 
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be ordained’unless you took the oath of allegiance; I 
applied to.a clergyman of my acquaintance for information 
on the subject of your obtaining ordination here. His 
opinion was, that it could not be done; and that if it 
were done, you would be required to vow obedience to 
the Archbishop of Paris. I next inquired of the Pope’s 
Nuncio, whether you might not be ordained by their 
‘Bishop in America, powers being sent him for that pur- 
pose, if he has them not already. The answer was, 
the thing is saad unless the Geoitiutnit become. 
Catholics, 

This is an affair of soltohs 1] know very lithles and tht 
fore I may ask questions. and propose means that are 
improper or impracticable. But what is the necessity of 
your bemg connected -with the’ Church of England ? 
Would -it not be as well if you were of the Church. of 
Ireland?) The religion is the same, though there is a 
different set of bishops:and archbishops. Perhaps if you 
were to apply to the Bishop of Derry,’ who is a man of 
liberal sentiments, he might give you orders as of that 
Church. If both Britain and Ireland refuse you; (and 1 am 
not sure that the Bishops of Denmark or Sweden would or- — 
dai you, unless you became Lutherans) what is then to be 
done? Next to becoming Presbyterians, the Episcopalian 
Clergy of America, in my humble opinion, cannot do 
better than to follow the example of the first clergy of 
Scotland, soou after the conversion’ of that country to 
Christianity ; who, when their King had built the Cathedral 
of St. Andrews, and requested the King of Northumber- 
land to lend his bishops to ordain one for them, that their 


-¥ Lord Bristol. 
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clergy might,not as, heretofore be obliged to go to Nor- 
thumberland. for, orders, and their request was refused : 
they assembled in the Cathedral; and the mitre, crozier, 
and robes of.a bishop being laid upon the altar, they, after 
earnest prayers for direction.in their choice, elected one of 
their own number ; when the King said to him, Arise, go 
to the altar, and receive your office at the hand of God. 
His brethren, led him, to the altar, robed him, put’ the 
crosier in his, hand, and the mitre on his head, ae he 
became the first. Bishop of Scotland. ! 

If the British islands were sunk in the sea (and. the sur- 
face of this globe has suffered greater changes). you would 
probably take some such, method as this: and if they 
persist in denying you ordination, it is the same. thing. 


_ An hundred years hence, when people are more enlighten- 


ed, it will be wondered at, that men in America, qualified 


by their learning and piety to pray for and instruct their 


= % 


neighbours, should not be permitted to do it. till they had 
made a voyage of 6,000 miles out and home, to ask leave 
of across old gentleman at Canterbury; who seems, by 
your account, to have as little regard for the souls of the 


people of Maryland, as King William’s Attorney General, 


Seymour, had for those of Virginia. The Reverend 
Commissary Blair, who projected. the College of that 
Province, and was in England to solicit benefactions and. 
a charter ; relates, that the Queen in the King’s absence, 
having, pedi Seymour to draw up the charter which was 
to be given, with £2000 in money, he opposed the grant; 

saying that the nation’ was engaged in an expensive war, 
that the money was wanted -for better purposes, and he 
did not see the least occasion. fora college in Virginia. 


Blair represented to him, that its intention was to educate 
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and qualify young men tobe ministers of the gospel, much 
wanted there; ‘and begged Mr. “Attorney would considér 
that the people of Virginia had souls to be ‘saved as: well 
as the people of England. : Souls ! (said he,) damn your 
souls. Make tobacco! I have the honor to be, gen- 
tlemen, Ke. ill ia Set} ‘B. Fraxgun, 


as | 


‘To B. Vavenay 1 Tbs 
‘Restraints on Commerce. ents and Industry. 


‘Dear FRIEND, 11 Soo Passy, ail 26, 1784. 


~ Thave yeceived several letters from you lately, 
dated June 16, June 30, and July 13. I thank’ you for 
the information: respecting’ the: ‘proceedings of. your West 
India merchants, or ‘rather planters. The restraints, 
whatever they may be upon ‘Our commerce with your 
islands, will prejudice their inhabitants, [ apprehend, more 
than us. It is wonderful how preposterously the affairs of 
this world are’ “managed. Naturally one would imagine 
that the interests of a few particulars, should give way to 
general interest. But particulars manage their affairs with 
so much. more application, nrginaat aud address than the 
public do theirs, that general interest most commonly gives 
way to particular. We assemble parliaments and councils 
to have the benefit of their collected wisdom, but we 
necessarily ‘have at the same time the inconvenience of 
their collected passions, prejudices, and private interests: 
By the help ‘of these, griful men overpower the wisdom, 
and dupe its alaget aa + and if we may judge by the acts, 
decrees, and edicts all the world over for regulating com- 
merce, an assembly of wise men is the greatest fool upon 
earth. asicth’ ae wis 5 
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_ I have received Cook’s voyages, which you put Mr. 
Oswald in the way of sending to me. By some mistake — 
the first volume was omitted, and instead of it a duplicate 
sent of+the third. If there isa good print of Cook, I 
should be glad to have it, being personally acquainted with 
him. I thank you for the pamphlets by Mr. Estlin. 
Every thing you send me gives me pleasure; to receive 
your account would giye me more than all. 

1 am told that the little pamphlet of advice to such as 
would remove to America," is reprinted in London, with 
my name.to it, which I would rather had been omitted ; 
but wish to see a sop when you have an hai ahaa of 
ie it. | Sata 

_Mr. Hartley has long continued here in expectation of 
instructions for making a treaty of commerce, but they do 
not come, and I begin to suspect none are intended ; 
though perhaps the delay’ is only occasioned by the over 
great burthen of business at present on the shoulders of 
your ministers. We do not press the matter, but are 
content to wait till they can see their interest respecting 
America more clearly, bemg certain that we. can shift as 
well as you without a treaty. 

The conjectures I sent you concerning the cold of last 
winter still appear to me probable: the moderate season 
in Russia and Canada, does not weaken them. I think our 
frost here began about the 24th of December, in America, 
the 12th of January. 1 thank you for recommending to 
me Mr. Arbuthnot; ‘I have had pleasure in his conversa- 
tion. I wish much to see the new pieces you had in hand. 
I congratulate you on the return of your wedding-day, and 


* See Papers on Miscellaneous Subjects, 
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wish for your'sake and Mrs. Vaughan’s, ‘that you may see 
a great many of them, all as happy as the first: 9. 

I like the young stranger very much : he seems sensible, 
ingenious, and modest, has a good deal of instruction, and 
makes judicious remarks.. He will probably distinguish 
himself advantageously. | pe eouendnltahy : ridapa ty 

I have not yet heard from Mr. Nelms bi 

Dr. Price’s pamphlet of advice to America, is a good 
one, and will do good. You ask ‘“ what remedy Ihave 
for the growing luxury ‘of my country, which gives so 
much offence to all English travellers without exception: 
[ answer, that I think it exaggerated, and that travellers” 
are no good judges, whether our luxury ‘is growing or. 
diminishing. Our people are hospitable, and have indeed 
too-much pride in displayig upon their tables. before 
strangers the plenty and variety that our, country affords. 
They have the vanity too of sometimes borrowing one 
another’s plate to entertain more splendidly. Strangers 
being invited from house to house, and meeting every day 
with a feast, imagine what they see is the ordinary way of 
living of all the families where they dine; when perhaps 
each family lives a week after upon the remains of the 
dinner given. It is, I own, a folly in our people to give 
such offence to English travellers. The first part of. the 
proverb is thereby verified, that fools make feasts. I wish 
in this case the other were as true, and wise men eat them. 
These travellers might, one would think, find some fault 
they could more decently reproach us with, than that of 
our excessive civility to them as strangers. : 

4 have not indeed yet thought of a remedy. for luxury ; 
{ am not sure that in a great state it_is capable of a 
remedy : nor that the evil is in itself always so. great as it 
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is represented... Suppose we: include: in ‘the. definition of 
Juxury all unnecessary expence, and. then tet -us. consider 
whether‘laws to. prevent such expence are: possible to be 
executed ina great country ; and whether, ‘if they could . 
be executed, our people: generally would :be happier, or 
even richer. Is not the hope of .one day being able to 
_purchase and enjoy luxuries a great spur to labour and 
industry? May not luxury, therefore, produce more than 
it consumes, if without such a spur people would be,.as 
they are naturally enough inclined to be, lazy and indo- 
lent?) To this parpose I remember a circumstance. ‘Lhe 
skipper of a shallop employed between Cape May and 
Philadelphia, had done us some small service, for which 
the refused pay.. My wife understanding that he had a 
daughter, sent her as a present a new fashioned cap- 
Three years after, this skipper beg at my house with an 
old farmer of Cape May, his passenger, he mentioned. the 
eap, and how much his daughter had been pleased with 
it; but, said he, it proved a dear cap to our congregation, 
How so? When, my daughter appeared in it at meeting, 
st was so much admired, that all the girls resolved to get 
‘such caps from Philadelphia; and my wife and [ com- 
puted that the whole could not have cost less than a 
hundred pounds. © True, said the farmer, but you do not 
tell all the story; I think the cap was nevertheless an 
advantage to us; for it was the first thing that) set our 
girls upon knitting worsted mittens for sale at Rhiladel- 

phia, that they might have wherewithal to buy caps and 
yibbands there; and you know that that industry has — 
continued, and is likely to continue and increase'to.a much 
greater value, and answer better purposes. Upon the 
whole, | was more reconciled to this little piece of 
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luxury; since not only the girls were made happier by | 
having fine caps, but the ie ree vr ha ar of 
warm mittens. em } ail 
In oar commercial towns upon the sea-coast, fortunes 
will occasionally be made. Some of those who grow 
rich, Will be prudent, live within bounds, and preserve what 
they have gained for their posterity. - Others fond of 
showing their wealth will be extravagant and ruin them- 
selves. Laws cannot prevent this, and perhaps it is‘not 
always an evil to the public. “A shilling spent idly by a 
fool, may be picked up by a wiser person, who knows: 
better what to do with it: it is therefore not lost; A 
vain, silly fellow builds a fine house, furnishes it richly, 
lives in it expensively, and in a few years ruins himself ; 
but the masons, carpenters, smiths, and other weaeet 
‘tradesmen, have been by hig employ assisted in maintame- 
ing and raising their families ; the farmer’ has been ‘paid 
for his labour. and encouraged, and the estate is now in 
better hands. In some cases indeed, certain modes of 
luxury may be a public evil, in the same manner as it is 
@ private one. If there be a nation, for “Instance, ‘that 
exports its beef and linen to pay for its importations of 
claret and porter, while a great part of its “people live 
upon potatoes, and wear no shirts, wherein does it differ 
from the sot who lets his family starve, and sells his. 
clothes to buy drink? Our American commerce is, | 
confess, a little in this way. We sell our victuals to your 
islands for rum and sugar; the substantial necessaries of 
life for its superfluities. But we have plenty and live 
well nevertheless; though by being soberer we might be 
richer. By-the-by, here is just issued an arrét of council 
taking off all the duties upon the exportation of brandies, 
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which, it is said, will render them cheaper in America 
than your rum; in which case there is no doubt but they 
will be preferred, and we shall be better able to bear 
your restrictions on our commerce. There are views 
here by augmenting their settlements, of being able to 
_ supply the growing people of America with the sugar that 
may be wanted there. On the whole, I believe England 
will get.as little by the commercial war she has begun 
with us, as she did by the military. But to return to 
luxury. | 

The vast, quantity of. foipact lands we have. ie to chin 
and put in order for cultivation, will for a long time keep 
the body of our nation laborious and frugal. Forming an 
opinion of our people and their manners, by what is seen 
among the inhabitants of the sea-ports, is judging from an 
improper sample. The people of the trading towns may 
be. rich and luxurious, while the country possesses all the | 
virtues that tend to private happiness and public . pros- 
perity. Those towns are not much regarded by the 
country ; they are hardly considered as an essential part — 
of the States. And the experience. of the last war has 
shewn, that their beimg in possession of the enemy did not 
necessarily draw on the subjection of the country, which 
bravely continued to maintain its freedom and mPEROM: 
ence notwithstanding. | \ Hi 

It has been computed by some political afithenaibehan 
that if every man and woman would work four hours each | 
day in something useful, that labour would produce 
sufficient to procure all the necessaries and comforts of 
life; want and misery would, be banished out of the 
world, and the rest of the tw enty-four hours. apight be 
leisure and pleasure. ba i pata 
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What then occasions 0 much want and misery?” It is 
the employment of men and women in works that produce 
neither the: necessaries nor conveniences of life; who 
with those who'do nothing, consume the necessaries raised 
by the laborious. To explain this, © 9° 

» The first: elements of wealth are obtained by labour 
diy the earth and waters. I have land, and raise corn’; 
with this I feed a family that does nothing, my corn will 
be consumed, and at the end of the year [ shall be no 
richer than I was at the beginning. But if, while I feed 
them, I employ them, some in spinning, others'in hewing 
timber and sawing boards, others in making bricks, &e. 
for building ; the value of my corn will be arrested, and 
remain with me, and at the end of the year we may all 
be better clothed and better lodged. And if instead of 
employing a man I feed, in’ making, bricks, I employ him 
in fiddling for me, the corn he eats is gone, and’ no part 
of his manufacture remains to augment the wealth and 
the.conveniences of the family; I shall therefore be the 
poorer for this fiddling man, unless the rest of my family 
work more: or eat less to make’ up ‘the oe he 
occasions.» = rior, Pan, SAR he aid jal 

» Look round the nina aid see the seine ‘employed 
in doing nothing, or in something that amounts'to nothing, 
when the necessaries and conveniences of life are in 
question. What is the bulk of commerce for which we 
fight and destroy each other, but the’ toil of millions for 
superfluities, to the. great hazard and: loss ‘of many lives by 
the constant dangers of the sea? How much labour spent 
in building and fitting great ships to:go to China ‘and 
Arabia for tea and for coffee; to the West Indies for 
sugar, to America for tobacin These things cannot be 
‘Vou. I. : L 
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called the necessaries of life, for our ancestors lived vain 
comfortably without them. . ure 

A. question may be asked, could all seni seaehaid now 

employed.in yaising, making, or carrying superfluities, be 
subsisted by raising necessaries? I think they might. 
The world is large, and a great part of it still uncultivated. 
Many hundred, millions of acres m Asia, Africa, and 
America, are still forest, and a great deal even in Europe. 
On 100 acres of this forest, aman might become asub- 
stantial. farmer, and 100,000 men employed im clearing 
each his 100 acres, (instead of being, as they are, French 
-hair-dressers) would hardly brighten a spot big enough to 
be visible from the moon, (unless with Herschell’s. teles- 
cope,) so vast are the regions still in the world unim- 
- proved, a9 

_’Tis however some siden to reflect» that upon the 
saiahe the quantity of industry and prudence among: man- 
kind, exceeds the quantity of idleness and folly. ‘Hence 
the increase of good buildings, farms cultivated, and 
populous cities filled with wealth all over Europe, which 
a few ages since were only to be found on the coasts of the 
‘Mediterranean. . And this, notwithstandmg the mad wars 
continually raging, by which are often destroyed in one 
year the works of many years’ peace. So that we may 
hope the luxury of a few merchants on the sea coast will 
not be the ruin of America. 

One reflection more and I will al this joni vlna 
letter. _ Almost all the parts of our bodies require some 
expense. The feet demand shoes, the legs stockings, the 
rest. of the body clothing, and the belly: a. good deal of 
victuals, Our eyes, though exceedingly useful, ask»when 
reasonable only the cheap assistance of’ spectacles, which 
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could not much impair our finances. But THE EYES OF 
OTHER PEOPLE are the eyes that ruin-us, | If all ‘but 
‘myself were blind, I should want neither fine clothes, fine 
houses, nor fine furniture. Adieu, my dear friend. Iam 
yours ever, | to imiinty’ y Bob Ranx tna n 


B.S. This will be delivered to you by my grandson. 
fam persuaded you will afford him your civilities and 
counsels. Please to accept a little present of books, I 
send by him, curious for the beauty of the impression.» 


To Dr. Price. peat 
Balloons.— English Constitution —State fi ri pee 
Dear FrRikenp, Passy, August 16, 1784.. 


I some time since answered hel kind dotist iif 
a ed i returning the proof of Mr. Turgot’s letter, with 
the permission of his Prieta to print it. I. — came 
safe to hand. ea) stony : 
had before received yours. of April tibial gave me 
great pleasure, as it acquainted me with your welfare, and 
that of Dr. Priestley. ‘ n nesugs 
The commencement here of the art of Sings will, .as 
you observe, be a new epoch: The construction «and 
mamner of filling the balloons improves. daily. Some of 
the artists have lately gone to. England. . It will be well 
for your philosophers to obtain from them what - ‘they 
know, or you: will be behind hand ;. which in mechanie 
operations is unusual for Englishmen. i 
I. hope the disagreements. in our Royal Sauiiees are 
i composed : quarrels often disgrace both sides; and dis 
putes even on small matters often. produce quarrels for 
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want of knowing how to. differ decently ; an art which "tis 
said scarce any. wal possesses but yoursele and Dr. 
Priestley. | : 

I had indeed thoughts of visiting England once more, 
and of enjoying: the great pleasure of seeing again my 
friends there; but my malady, otherwise tolerable, is I 
find irritated’ by the motion in a carriage, and I fear the 
‘consequence of such a journey; yet I am not quite 
resolved against it. I often think of the agreeable even- 
ings I used to pass with that excellent collection of good 
men, the club at the London, and wish to be again among 
them. Perhaps I may pop in some Thursday evening 
when they least expect me. You may well believe it very 

pleasing to me to have Dr. Priestley associated with me 
among the foreign members of the Academy of Sciences. 
LT had mentioned him upon every vacancy that has hap- 
pened since my residence here, and the — has never 
been bestowed more worthily. 

When you wrote the letter I am now ieernen your 
nation was involved inthe confusion of your new election. 
When I think of your present crazy constitution and its 
diseases, | imagine the enormous emoluments of place to 
‘be among the greatest, and while they exist I doubt whe- 
ther ever the reform of your representation will cure the 
evils constantly arising from your perpetual factions. As 
it seems to be a settled pomt at present that the minister 
must govern the Parliament, who are to do every thing he 
would have done; and he is to bribe them to do this, and 
the people are to furnish the money to pay these’ bribes. 
The Parliament appears to me a very expensive machine 
for government, and I apprehend the people will find out 
in time that they may as well be governed, and that it will 
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be much cheaper to:be governed by the minister alone ; 
no Parliament being preferable to the present. ' 

Your newspapers are full of fictitious accounts. of 
distractions in America. We know nothing of them. 
Mr. Jefferson, just arrived here, after a journey through 
all the States. from Virginia to Boston, assures me that all 
is quiet, a géneral tranquillity reigns, and the people well 
satisfied, with their present. forms of government, a few 
insignificant persons only excepted. ‘These accounts are 
I suppose intended as consolatory, and to discourage 
emigrations. I think with you, that our revolution is an 
important event for the advantage of mankind in general, 
It is to be hoped that the lights we enjoy, which. the 
ancient governments in. their first establishment could not 
have, may preserve us from their errors. In this the 
advice of wise friends may do much good, and I am sure 
that which you have been so kind as to “er us — be of 
great service. | A 

_ Mr. Jayis gone to America; but Mr. Ati is just 
sive) here, and I shall acquaint ‘him with your remem- 
brance of him. | | 

Many thanks for your kind wishes respecting my ‘Lisi 
and happiness, which I return fourfold, bemg ever with 
the sincerest esteem, my dear friend, your most affec- 
tionate nett’  B. Franxumn, 


To THE Riaut Hon. Lorn Viscount Howe. 
- On receiving Capt. Cook's Voyage, by order of the King. 
OR Lorp, it “Streia ve Passy, August 18, 1784, 
~. T received lately the very valuable voyage of the 
_ late Captain @ook, kindly sent to me by -your*Lordship, 
In consideration of my good-will in issuing orders towards 
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the protection of that illustrious discoverer from any inter- 
ruption in his return home by American cruisers. | The 
reward vastly exceeds the small merit of the action; which 
was no more thana duty to mankind. I am very sensible 
of his Majesty’s goodness in permitting this favor to me, 
and I desire that my thankful acknowledgments may ° “be 
accepted. With great respect, I am, my Lord,” Yabed 
oe igen s most obedient and most humble servant, 
: FRANKLIN. 


ea Voit STRAHAN, Eso. Kine’ 8 = aeray 
| ' Lonpon. 


Ve2. - & 


‘American ested? ay British Parliament —The 
late War. — General big ee &c. &c, | 


Dear FRIEND, - Passy, Aug. 19, 1784, 

[received your kind letter of April 17° You 
will have the goodness to place my delay in answering, 
to the account of indisposition and business, and excuse 
it. [have now that letter before me; and my grandson, 
whom you may formerly remember a little scholar at 
Mr. Elphinston’s, purposing to set out in a day or two on 
a visit to his father in London, I set down to scribble a 
little to you, first recommending him as a worthy young 
man to your civilities and counsels, 

You press me much to come to England. 'Yath’not 
without strong inducements to do so; the fund of know- 
ledge you promise to communicate to me is an addition 
to them, and no small one. At present it is imprac- 
ticable. But when my grandson returns, come with him. 
We will talk the matter over, and perhaps you may take 
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me back with you. I havé a bed at your service, and 
will try to make your residénce, while you can stay with 
us, as agreeable to you, if peneth hh as Lami sure it will 
be to me. ¢ aa 

You do not “ approve the annihilation of profitable 
places; for you do not see why a statesman who does his 
business well, should not be paid for his labour as well as 
any other workman.” Agreed. But why more than any 
other workman? The less the salary the greater the 
honour. In so great a nation there are many rich enough 
to afford giving their timé to the public; and there are 1 
make no doubt many wise and able men who would take 
as much pleasure in governing for nothing, as they do in 
playing chess for nothiig. It would be one of the noblest 
amusements. That this opinion is not chimerical, the 
country I now live in affords 4 proof; its whole civil and 
criminal law administration being done for nothing, or in 
some sénse for less than nothing, since the members of its 
judiciary parliaments buy their places, and do not make 
more than three per cent, for their money, by their fees 
and emoluments, while the ‘legal interest is five ; so that 
in fact they give two per cent to be allowed to gover, 
and all their time and trouble into thé bargain. Thus 
profit, one motive for desiring place, being. abolished, 
there remains only ambition; and that being in some 
dégtee balanced by Joss, you may easily conceive ‘that 
there will not be very violent factions atid contentions for 
such places; nor much of the mischief.to the countr y that 
attends your factions, which have often occasioned | wars, 
and overloaded you with debts impayable. 

I allow you all the force of your. joke ‘upon the 
vagraney of our congress, They have a right to sit 


168 PRIVATE, CORRESPONDENCE PARTI. 


where they please, of which. perhaps they have made too 
much use by shifting too often.—But they have two other 
rights ; those of sitting when they please, and as long as 
they please, in which methinks they have the advantage 
of your Parliament; for they cannot be dissolved by the 
_ breath of a minister, or sent packing as you were the other 
day, when it was your earnest desire to have remained 
longer together. | : 

You “ fairly acknowledge that the iain war Place 
quite. contrary to your. expectation.” . Your, expectation 
was ill founded; for you would not believe your old 
friend, who told you. repeatedly that by those measures 
England would. lose her colonies,.as Epictetus warned in 
vain his master that he would break, his leg. You be- 
lieved rather the tales) you heard of our poltroonery. and 
impotence of body and mind. Do you not remember the 
story you told me of the Scotch serjeant who met with a 
party of forty American soldiers, and though alone, dis- 
armed them all, and brought them in prisoners? a story 
almost as improbable. as that of the Irishman, who pre- 
tended to have alone taken and brought in five of the 
enemy by surrounding them, , And yet, my friend, sen- 
sible and judicious,as you are, but partaking of the gene- 
ral infatuation, you seemed to believe it. ‘The word 
general puts. me. in mind of a. general, your General 
Clarke, who had the folly. to say in my hearing at Sir John 
Pringle’s, that with a thousand British grenadiers he 
would undertake to go from one end of America to the 
other, and geld all the males, partly by force and: partly 
by a little coaxing. It is plain he took us for a species. of 
animals very little superior to brutes. The ‘Parliament 
too believed the stories of another foolish General, I 
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forget his name, that the Yankies never felt bold. Yankey 
was understood to be a sort.of Yahoo, and the Parlia- 
ment did not think the petitions of such creatures were 
fit to be received and read in so wise an assembly.. What 
was the consequence of this monstrous pride and inso- 
lence? You first sent small armies to subdue us, beliey- 
ing them more than sufficient, but soon found yourselves 
obliged to send greater ; these, whenever they ventured to 
penetrate. our country beyond the protection of their 
ships, were either repulsed and obliged to scamper out, or 
were surrounded, beaten, and taken prisoners, An Ame- 
rican planter who had never seen Europe, was chosen by 
us to, command our troops, and continued’ during the 
whole war. - This man sent home to you, one after ano- 
ther, five of. your best generals baffled, their heads bare 
of laurels, disgraced even in the opinion of their en- 
ployers. Your contempt of our understandings in com- 
parison with your own appeared to be not much better 
founded: than that of our courage, if we may judge by 
this circumstance, that in whatever court of ‘Europe a 
Yankey negotiator appeared, the wise British minister was 
routed, put in a passion, picked a quarrel with your 
friends, and was sent home with a flea in his ear. But 
after all, my dear friend, do not. imagine that I am_vain 
_ enough to ascribe our success to any superiority in any 
_ of those points. I am too well acquainted with all the 
springs and levers of our machine, not to see, that our 
human means were unequal to our undertaking, and that 
if, it had not been for. the justice of our cause, and the 
consequent interposition of Providence, in which we had 
faith, we must have been ruined. If I had ever before 
been an Atheist, I should now have been convinced of 
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the Being and government of a Deity ! It is he who abases 

the proud and favours the humble. May we never forget 
his goodness to us, and may our future marti manifest 

our gratitude. | ' 

- But let us leave these serious reflections and converse 
with our usial pleasantry. I remember your observing 
once to me, as we sat together in the House of Commons, 
that no two journeymen printers. within your knowledge, 
had met with such success i the world as ourselves. You 
were then at the head of your profession, and ‘soon after- 
wards became a member of Parliament: I was-an agent 
for a few provinces, and now act for them all. But we have 
risen by different modes. I, as.a republican printer, always — 
liked a form well plained down; being averse to’ those 

overbearing’ letters that hold their heads so high as to 
hinder their neighbours from ‘appearing. - You, as a 
monarchist, chose to work upon crown paper, and found 
it profitable ; whilé I worked upon pro. patria (often 
indeed called fools-cap) with no less advantage. Both our 
heaps hold out very well, aud we seem likely to make a 
pretty good day’s work of it. With regard to public 
affairs, (to continue in the same style) if seems to me that 
the compositors in your chapel do not cast off their copy 
well, nor perfectly understand imposing: their-forms too 
até continually pestered by the outs, and doubles, that are 
not easy to be corrected. And I think they were wrong 
in laying aside somie faces; and particularly certain head- 
pieces, that would have been both useful and ornamental. 
But, courage! The business may still flourish with good 
management ; and the master become as rich as. any of 
the company. = sth ; 
By the way, the fapia growth oid extension of the 
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English language in America, must;become greatly advan- 
tageous to the booksellers, and holders of copy-rights in 
England. A vast audience is assembling there for English 
authors, ancient, present, and future, our people doubling 
every twenty years; and this will demand large and of 
course profitable impressions of your most valuable books. 
T would, therefore, if I possessed stich rights, entail them, 
if such’a thing be practicable; upon my posterity; for their 
worth will be continually augmenting. This may look @ 
little like advice and yet I have drank no madeira these 
six mouths.) ‘The subject, however, leads me to another 
thought, which is, that you do wrong -to discourage the 
emigration of Englishmen to America, In my piéce on 
population, [ have ‘proved, I think, that emigration does 
not diminish but multiplies a nation. You will nét have 
fewer at home for those’ that go abroad; and a8 évery 
man who comes among us, and takes up 4 piece of land, 
becomes a’citizen, and by our constitution has a voice in 
elections, and a share im the government of ‘the country, 
why should you be against acquiring by this fair means a 
repossession of it, aid leave it to:be taken by foreigners 
of all nations and languages, who by their nwmbers may 
drown and stifle the English, which otherwise would pro- 
bably become in the course of two’ centuries the most. 
extensive language in the world, the Spanish only ex- 
cepted? Itis a fact, that the Irish emigrants and’ their 
children are now in ‘possession of the government of 
Pennsylvania, by their majority in the assembly, as well 
as of a great part of the territory; and 1 remember well 
the first ship that brought any of them over, Tami need 
my dear friend, vous most affectionately, 
By FRANKLIN. 
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To: "9 Wueatiey, Eso. TREASURER OF THE 
ooh vo FounaLine HospPirat, Lonpon. 


Tre rac on m the Principles of Trade. —Foundling Hospital. 
il” _ —Double Spectacles. 


ite Ties > 
eandbicciih Passy, near Paris, erste 21, 1784 
wMy Tia aeis OLD FRIEND, . ,: 

1 received your kind ene i May 3—s3. I 
am ashamed that it has been so Jong unanswered. The 
indolence of old age, frequent indisposition and too much’ 
business, are my only excuses. 1 had great pleasure in 
reading it, as. it informed me of your welfare. ' 

_ Your excellent little work, the Principles of» Teidési 18 
too little known. I wish you would. send me a.copy of it 
by the return of my grandson and secretary, whom J beg 
leave to recommend to your civilities.. 1 would get it 
translated and printed here. And if your. bookseller has 
any quantity.of them left, I should be glad he would send 
them to America. The ideas of our people there, though 
rather better|than those that prevail in Europe, are not so 
good as they : should be; and that _— might he of service 
among them. —. cpt 

_ Since and soon after the date of your — we lost 
unaccoutttably as well as unfortunately that worthy valu- : 
able yourg man you mention, your namesake, Maddison. 
He was infinitely regretted by all that knew him. 

1 am. sorry your favourite chanty * does not go on as. 
you could wish it. . It is shrunk indeed by your admitting 
only 60 children ina year. What you have told your. 
brethren respecting America is true. If you find it 


bois 2 


2 The Foundling Hospital. 
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difficult to dispose of your children in England, it looks 
as if you had too many people. And yet you are afraid 
of emigration. A subscription is lately set on foot here 
to encourage and assist mothers in nursing their infants 
themselves at home; the practice of sending them to the 
Enfants trouvés having risen here to a monstrous excess, 
as by the annual bill it appears they amount to near one 
third of the children born in’ Paris ! The subscription is 
likely to succeed and may do a great deal of good, though 
it cannot answer all the purposes of a’ foundling Hospital. 
- Your eyes must continue very good since you can write 
so small a hand without spectacles. TI cannot distinguish 
a letter‘even of large print ; but am happy in the inven- 
tion of double spectacles," which’ serving for distant objects 
as well as near ones, make my eyes as useful to me as ever 
they were. ' If all the other defects and infirmities were as 
easily and cheaply remedied, it would be worth ‘while for 
friends to live ‘a good deal longer, but I look upon death 
to be as necessary to our constitution as sleep. We shall 
rise refreshed in the morning. Adieu, and believe me ever 

poi most’ pring asic B.S PRANELIN. 

. | To. * * #2 
Geceai Melvill. siudtanhaleiins of Faith —The old Testa- 
bee ment. . | 

| Dear'Sry; Ob hehe ay Passy, Auiniiel 21, 1784. 
Understanding that my letter intended for you by 
General Melvill was lost at the Hotel D’Espagne, I take 
this SRbomeAtY, by my “plang to ae mi cial 


Lal 


* Seea vnctioul description of the same in letter, to George 
‘Wheatley, Esq. May 23, 1785. 
2 Supposed to Dr. Priestly. 
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of it; as well as L, can recollect. "ly thanked, you. forthe 
pleasure you had procured me. of the General’s conversa- 
tion, whom I found a judicious, sensible and,amiable man, 
I was glad to hear that you possessed a. comfortable retire- 
ment, and more so that you had thoughts of, removing to 
Philadelphia, for that it would make me very happy to 
have you there. . Your companions would be very accept- 
able to the library; but. Ihoped you would long live to 
enjoy their company yourself. I agreed with you in senti- 
ments concerning the Old Testament, and thought the 
clause in our constitutions which required the members 
of assembly to declare their belief, that the whole of i 

was given by divine inspiration, had better have been 
omitted. That I had opposed the clause; but being 
‘overpowered by numbers, and fearing more might in 
future times be grafted on it, I prevailed to haye the 
additional clause, “that no further or more extended 
profession of faith should ever be exacted.” I observed - 
to you too, that the evil of it was the less, as 70 inhabitant, 
nor, any officer of government, except) the members of 
assembly, was obliged to make that declaration. So much ue 
for. that letter: to which I may now add, that there are 
several-things in the old testament, impossible.to be given 
by divine inspiration; such as the approbation ascribed to 
the angel of the lord, of that abominably wicked and 
detestable action of Jael, the wife of Heber, the. Kenite.* 
If the rest of the book were like that, I should rather 

suppose it given by inspiration from’ another quarter, and } 
renounce the whole. et 
_ By the way, how goes on the Unitarian church in Essex 


* Judges, Chap.iv. 
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street? and the honest minister of it,* is he. comfortably 
supported : > your old colleague Mr. Radcliff, is. he ie 
and what became of Mr. Denham? > s They 
‘My grandson, who will have the honor of dite this 
to you, may bring mea line from you; and 4 hope. will 
bring me an account of your continuing well and:happy. » 
‘LT jog om still, with as much health, and as few of the 
infirmities of old. age as I have any reasom to'expect. But 
notwithstanding the decay of my constitution, my regard 
for. my old friends remains firm and: entire: You ‘will 
always have a good share of it, for I am ever with great 
and sincere esteem, dear sir, &e. © B. FRANKLIN. 


To B. Vauenan, Esq. 
Introduction of Count Mirabeau. 


dle: DEAR Frtenn, Passy, Sept..7, 17842 
This will be delivered: to you by'Count 
‘Mirabeau ;? son of the Marquis of that name, author of 
DL? Ami des Hommes. 'This gentleman is esteemed here, 
- and I recommend him to your civilities and: ‘counsels, 
particularly with respect to the printing of a piece he has 
written on the subject of hereditary nobility; on occasion 
of the order of Cincinnati lately attempted to be established 
in America, which cannot be printed here. I find that: 
some’ of the best judges think it extremely well written, 
' Theophilus Lindsey M.A. ee 
* A Dissenting Minister at Wapping, who afterwards be: 8 to 
the profession of the Law. ‘He published one or two sermons. 


* The same who afterwards so eminently distinguished himself 
by his eloquence in the early part of the French Revolution. 
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with great clearness, force ‘and ‘elegance. . If you .can 
_recommend him to an honest, reasonable bookseller, that, 
will undertake it, you will do ‘him. service,-and perhaps 
some to mankind, who are too much bigotted. in many 
countries’ to that kind of imposition——I had. formerly 
almost. resolved to trouble you with no more. letters. of 
recommendation: but I think you will find this gentleman 
to possess talents, that may render his acquaintance agree- 
able. With sincere esteem, I am ever, my dear friend, 
yours most affectionately, iB. FRANKLIN. 


To B. Vaucuan, Esq. 
On Manufactures,—Books,—and loose Printing. 


Dear Frienn, | Passy, April 21, 1785. 


I received your kind letter to the 23d past, a 
Mr. Perry, with the other bottle of Blackrie. 1 thank 
you much for your care in sending them. I should have 
been glad to be of any use to Mr. Perry; but he had 
placed. his children before I ‘saw him, and he staid with 
me only.a few minutes. . ' ear 
We see much in parliamentary proceedings, and. in 
papers and, pamphlets, of the injury the concessions to 
Treland will do to the manufacturers of England, while 
the people of England seem to be forgotten, as if quite 
out of the question. If the Inish can manufacture cottons, 
and stuffs, and silks, and linens, and cutlery, and toys, and 
books, &c. &c. Sc. so as to sell them cheaper in England 
than the manufacturers of England sell them, is not. this 
good for the people of England, who are not, manufac- 
turers? And will not even the manufacturers themselves 


eee 


share the benefit? Since if cottons are cheaper, all the 
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other manufacturers ae ‘wear cottons will save in ‘that 
article; and so of the rest. If books can be had much 
cheaper from Ireland, (which I believe, for I bought 
Blackstone there for 24s. when it was sold i in England at 
four guineas) is not this’ an. “advantaye, not to English 
booksellers indeed, but to English readers, and to learn- 
ing? And of all the complainants, perhaps these book- 
sellers are least’ worthy of ‘consideration. The catalogue 
you last sent me amazes me by the high prices (said to be 
the lowest) affixed to each article. And one can scarce 
see a new book, without observing the excessive artifices 
made use of to puff up a paper of verses into a pamphlet, 
a pamphlet into an octavo, and an octavo into a quarto, 
with scab-boardings, white-lines, sparse titles of chapters, 
and exorbitant margins, to such a degree, that the selling 
of paper seems now the object, and printing on it only the 
“pretence. I inclose the copy of a page in a late comedy. 
Between every two lines there is a white space equal to 
another line. You have a law, I’ think, against butchers 
blowing of veal to make it look fatter;, why not one 
against booksellers’ blowing of books to make them look 
bigger. All this to yourself ; ; you can ti Anil the 
reason. / 

My grandson is a little indisposed, but sends you two 
pamphlets, Figaro, and Le Roi Voyageur. The first is 
a play of Beaumarchais, which has had a great yun here. 
‘The other a representation, of all. ‘the ‘Supposed errors of 
‘government in this country, some of which are probably 
exaggerated. It is not aang aves we shall send some 
more shortly. thin’ taaiaeeirs | mr canoe apt TY 

Please to. “peuiétabet.. ‘me. very ON, and | dffés- 
tionately to good Dr. Price. I am glad that he has 

Vou. I. M 
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printed a translation of the Testament, it: may do good. 
Er am. Sve, my dear friend, yours most sincerely, . 
| . B. FRANKLINe > 


[Inclosed in the foregoing Letter] 


Scene IV. 


Sir Jonn and W1LDMORE. 


un ‘Sir JoHN. 
‘Whither so fast ? 
WinpMore. 
To the Opera. 
} tO 


Sir Joun. 
Lt is not the -——— ? . 
: WILDMORE. 
Yes it is. 
, ; Sir JOHN. 
Never on a Sunday. 


10d als  WIiLDMORE. 
Is this Sunday ? | | 
| Sindounu: 6 a vontine® yO, 
_ Yes sure. ‘i. 
‘Witpmore. 
a remember ny oT shall’ soon Ho! my Christian 
natn, SERA vi nae es. 
pe i" i chaigy ERS aE OE Veh SOs: ye 


‘ 


If this page was poe running on like Erasmus’s 
Colloquies, it would not ere epee more than ‘five lines. 


. ¥ 
tt 
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From: Dr. FRANKLIN TO AN EnoRaver IN Paris. 


Py dh Nas 
ry 


Refusing his Eulogium and Dedication. 
, Pass, ry. 
En relisant, Monsieur, le prospectus de votre 
estampe, | je vois que vous m/attribuez toujours en entier 
le mérite d’avoir affranchi PAmeérique. J’ay cependant 
eu ’honneur de vous dire, dans notre premiere conversa- 
tion, que jene pouvois y consentir sans me rendre coupable 
d'injustice envers tant d’hommes sages et courageux qui 
n’ont pas craint de hazarder leur fortune et leur vie pour 
le succés de cette entreprise ; Je vous proposai done, et 
je persiste dans la méme pensée, de substituer A mon nom 
dans l’explication de l’estampe, ces mots: “ Je congres 

représenté par un sénateur habillé a la romaine, Se” 
Je ne puis non plus, ‘Monsieur, en accepter la dédi- 
cace: je ne veux point que la France, et mon pays, me 
croyent assez présomptueux pour convenir que je mérite 
des louanges aussi excessives; et vous concevez qu’il me 
siéroit mal d'appuyer de ma recommandation le débit d’un 
ouvrage qui les contiendroit. D’aprés: ces considérations 
je vous prie de vouloir bien changer votre explication 
dans un nouveau prospectus, et de dédier votre spoke 

au Congrés. J’ ai ’honneur ‘d'etre, &e. 


B. FRANKumy. 


To Dr. Incunnovsz.. 


On the Stone —Anvitation to come to Passy, and accom- 
pany him to America.—Idle Stories fer ina: ne 
Santay —She eins: hae f Germany. 


Pe - 4s " Say dite ss 


es ane Aprit 29, 1785. 
i ore you much for the postscript respecting 
my ct the stone. Ihave taken heretofore, and am 
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now again taking the remedy you wienletbal which is called 
Blackrie’s Solvent. It is the soap lie, with lime water, 
and I. believe it may have some effect in diminishing the 
symptoms, and preventing the growth of the stone, which 
is all I expect from it. It does not hurt my. appetite, a. 
sleep well, and enjoy my friends in cheerful conversation 
as usual. But as I cannot use much exercise, I eat more 
sparingly than formerly , and I drink no wine. : 
I admire that you should be so timid in asking leave of 
your good imperial master, to make a journey. for. visiting 
a friend... Iam persuaded you would succeed, and I hope 
the proposition I have repeated to. you in this letter will 
assist your courage, and, enable, you to ask and obtain. If 
you come hither soon, you may, when present, get your 
book finished, and be ready to proceed with me, to 
America. ‘ While writing this, I have received . from 
Congress my leave to return; and I believe I shall be 
ready to embark by the middle of July at farthest. [shall - 
now be free from politics for the rest of my, life. Wel. 
come again, my dear philosophical amusements | “a 
I see by a full page of your letter, you have been 
possessed with strange ideas of. America, that there i is NO 
justice to be obtained there, no recovery of debts, projects 
of insurrection to. overturn the present government, &c. 
&c. that a Virginia Colonel, nephew of the Governor, had 
cheated a stranger of 100,000 livres, and that somebody 
was imprisoned for only speaking ‘of it; and thé like ‘very 
improbable stories ; they are all fictions or misrepresenta- 
tions. If they were truths, all strangers ‘ ‘would avoid: ‘such 
a country, and foreign: merchants would as soon carry 
their goods | to sell i m Newgate as. America. . a Think a little 
on the sums England has. spent to preserve a monopoly 
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of the trade of that people, with whom they had long been 
acquainted ; and of the desire all Europe is now manifest- 
ing to obtain a share of that trade. Our ports are full of 
their ships, “their merchants buying and selling’ in. our 
streets .continually, and returning with out products. 
Would this happen? Could such commerce be continued 
with us, if.we were such a collection of scoundrels 
and villains as we have been represented to, you? And 
insurrections against’ our rulers are not only unlikely, as 
the rulers are the choice of the people, but unnecessary ; 
as if not liked they may be changed annually by the new 
elections. I own you have cause, great cause to com- 
plain of * * *, but you are wrong to condemn a whole 
country by a ie sample. I have seen many countries, 
and I do not know a country in the world in which 
justice is so well administered, where protection and 
favour have so little. power. to impede its operations, 
and where debts are recovered with so. much facility. 
If I thought it such a country as it has been painted to 
you, I should certainly never return to it. The truth, 
I believe, is, that more goods have been carried thither 
from all parts of Europe, than the consumption of the 
country, requires, and it is natural that some of the 
adventurers are willing to discourage others from follow- 
ing them, lest the prices should still be kept down by 
the arrival of fresh cargoes ; and it is not unlikely that 
some negligent or unfaithful factors sent thither, may have 
given ‘such accounts to. excuse their not making remit- 
tances. And. the English magnify all this, and “spread it 
abroad in their papers, to dissuade foreigners from attempt- 
ing to interfere with them i in their commerce with us. 
Your account of the Emperor’ s condescending conver- 
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sation with you Concerning me, is’ pleasing- T respect 
very much the character of that monarch, ‘and think, that 
if T'were one of his subjects, hé would find mea ‘good 
one. Tam ‘glad that his difference with your apg is 
likely | ‘to be accommodated without, bloodshed. The 
‘Courier de l'Europe, and some other papers, priited a) 
letter on that difference, which they ascribed to me. “Be 
assured, my friend, that I never wrote it, nor was ever 
presumptuous sf ben to meddle with an affair so much 
out be my way. _ Yours, Xe. B. FRAN KLING 


To GEORGE Wises tere Esq. 
On sending him his Medallion. 
ean oLD FRIEND, . | Passy, May 19,1785. 
bind iah Fi): co I received the very good letter you 
sent me by my grandson, together with your resemblance, 
which is placed in my chamber, and gives me great plea- 
sure. There is no trade, they say, without returns, and 
therefore I am punctual in making those tye have 
ordered. 
1 intended this should have been a long episle, but I 
am interrupted, and can only ; add, that [ am ever yours 
most affectionately, — «OB. FRANKLIN. 


meeronn To Mr. Jonaruan WittiaMs, 7 
Ses ert | Passy, May 19, 1785. 

“ The conversations you mention respecting 
America are suitable. - Those people, speak what. they 
wish ; but’she was certainly never ina more happy, situa- 
tion. They are angry. with us, and speak all manner of 
evil of us; but we flourish: notwithstanding: They put 
me in mind of a violent high church factor, resident in 
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Boston, when I was a boy.. .He had bought upon specu- 
lation) a. Connecticut, cargo-of :onions, which he. flattered _ 
himself. he might’ sell.again to. great profit, but the price 
fell, and they lay upon hand. He was heartily vexed with 
his bargain, especially. when he observed they began. to 
growin the, store.he had filled with them. He showed 
_ them one.day. toa friend. Here. they» are,.said he, and 
they are growing too! I damn them every day; but [think 
they are-like the Presbyterians; the more I curse,them, 
the more they grow.” Yours, _. B. FRANKLINs 


To Grorce WueEatT Ley, Esq. 


Moral and Philosophical Reflections—Foundling Hospi- 
tal at Paris—Office for Nurses—The Philadelphia. 
Bank—The Cincinnati—Constitution. of the United 
States—Anecdote of three Greentanders'Desatypiion 
ee double Spectacles, &c. 


DEAR OLD FRIEND, Passy, May 23, 1785. 
oe I sent you a few lines the other day, 
site ‘my medallion, when I should have written more, 
but was prevented by the coming in of a bavard, who 
worried ‘me. till evening. I bore with him, and now you 
are to bear with me: for I shall probably aaa: in 
answering your letter. ! 

Beam not acquainted with the saying of Alphonsus, 
which you allude:to.as a sanctification of your rigidity in 
refusing :to allow me the plea of old.age, as-an excuse for 
my want of exactness in correspondence. What was that 
saying? You-do'not,it seems, feel any occasion for such 
anexcuse, though: yoware, as you say, rising 75. But I 
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am rising (perhaps more properly falling) 80, and. L leavé 
the excuse with you till you arrive at that-age; perhaps 
you may thea bé more. apuicible ofits polite and see: ‘fit 
tO usé it;forvyourselfi, © > ae vi We dagen 

«! Emust agree with you that:the: ati is bad, and shal bs 
eau worse. lam) happy im not having them’ both ‘to- 
gether, and [join im your prayer, that youy may live: till 
you die! without either. But I doubt the author’ of the 
epitaph you send:me’ was: a: Tittle mistaken, wwe he, 
lasitg of'the world, says, thats 05) oo 


he ne'er cared a pin — 
What they said or may say of the mortal within. 


It is so. > natural to wish to be well spoken of, whether alive 

or dead, that Ti imagine he could not be quite exempt from 

that desire ; and that at east he wished to be. thought a 

wit,, or he would not haye given. himself the trouble of 
writing sO good : an epitaph to ‘leave behind him. Was it 

not as worthy of his care that the world should say he 
was an honest and a good man? _ I like better the con- 

cluding, sentiment in the old song, called the Old Man’s 
Wi aih, wherein, after wishmg for, a warm house In, a.coun- ; 
cheer as eninge a airing on aan ‘with ‘stout 

ale, and a bottle of Burgundy, &c. &c., in separate stapZa, | 
each ending with this burthen i : ) 


| Muy T govern my passions with absolute swoy, © 

Grow wiser and-better as my. strength wears: CwaYy, | (thes i 

_ Without gout or iat by a gentle decay. i, $4b- UOC 
He ids : rhs ped ete yah Ale oat een Pree, ome || Sahis'de ge 


‘ Witha courage undaunted may I ‘face my last day $ 
And when I am gone, may the better sort says 
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0) dn the morning when: sober; in the evening sei bev 
sixnntelbts gone,.and has not left behind him his fellow. +. ae 


iene ssa uti Af he governed, his passions, be, 


wee 
But what signifies our wishing? Things eg we 
all, as they will happen. I have sung that wishing song a 
thousand times’ when I was young, and now find at four- 
score that the three contraties have befallen me, being 
subject to the gout, and the stone, and not being ‘yet mas- 
ter of all my passions. ‘Like the proud girl in my. coun+ 
try, who wished and resolved not to. marry'a parson, nora 
Presbyterian, nor an Irishman; and at length found her+ 
self married to an Irish Presbyterian parson. | You see I 
have.some reason to wish that inva future state, I may not 
only be as well as I was, but alittle better. » And I hope 
it: for | too, with your poet, trust in God. And:when I - 
observe that there is great frugality, as well as wisdom, in 
his works, since he has been evidently sparing both of las 
bour and materials; for by the various wonderful inven- 
tions of propagation, he has provided for the continual 
peopling his world with plants and animals, without being 
at the trouble. of repeated new creations ; and by the 
natural reduction of compound substances to their original 
elements, capable of being employed in new compositions, 
he has prevented the necessity of ‘creating new matter; so 
that the earth, water, air, and perhaps fire, which being © 
compounded form wood, do when the wood is dissolved, 
return, and again:become air, earth, fire, and water; I say, 
that when I see nothing annihilated, and not even a drop 
of water wasted, I:cannot suspect the annihilation of souls, 
or believe that he will suffer the daily waste of millions: of 
minds ready made that now exist, and put himself :to. the 
continual trouble of making new ones. ‘Thus finding my- 
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self to exist in the world, I bélievedhohalliin some shape or 
other, always exist: and with all the inconveniencies hu- 
man life’is liable to,’ I shall not object to a new edition of 
mine; hoping however that the errata of the last may be 
coprected. yy vinisooran? .n sii | Aiea CPG 
» Preturn your note of children received in the Foundling 
Hospital at Paris; from’ 1741 to'1755' ‘inclusive ; and I 
have added: the years succeeding down to°1770. ‘Those 
since that period, I have‘not been able to'obtain. I have 
noted in the margin the gradual i increasé, viz. from’ every 
tenth child so thrown upon’ the’ public; till it comes to 
every third! . Fifteen years have passed ‘since the last ‘ac- 
count, and probably it may now amount to one half.” Is 
it-right to: encourage this monstrous deficieney of natural 
affection? «A surgeon I met with here excused the wo- 
men of Paris, by saying seriously that they could not give 
suck; “Car, said he; ‘elles n’ont point’ de'tetons.” He as- 
sured:me it was a fact, and bade me look at them,’and 
observe how flat they were on the breast; “ they have no- 
thing more there, said he, than I have upon the back of 
my hand.” E-have'since thought that there might be some 
truth in his ‘observation, and that possibly,” nature, ‘find- 
ing they made no use of bubbies, has left off giving them 
any; Yet, since Rousseau pleaded with’ ‘admirable elo- — 
quence forthe rights: of ° children to their mother’s nulk, 
the mode has changed a little; and some ladies of quality 
now suckle their infants and find milk enough. May the 
mode descend to the:lower ‘ranks, till it becomes ‘no longer 
the custom to pack: their infants away as soon as born, to 
the enfans trouvés, with the careless observation, that the 
King is better:able to maintain them.: I am credibly in- 
formed that nine-tenths of them die there pretty ‘soon, 
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which is said to: be»a great:relief to the: institution, whose 
funds. wouldy not :otherwise: be. sufficient: to: bring up’ the 
remainder. _Except»thé: few persons of quality: above- 
mentioned, and the) multitude who send: to the hospital, 
the practice is to hire nurses in the country to-carry out 
the children, ; and. take. care of :them’ there. — Here is an 
office for examining the health of nurses, and giving’ them 
licences. They come to: town on certain days ‘of “the 
week in companies to receive the children, and we often 
meet trains.of them on the road returning. to ;the: neigh- 
bouring villages, with each a child in: arms. | But those 
who are good enough to try this way of raising their chil- 
dren, are often not able. to pay the expense, so that the 
prisons of Paris are crowded with wretched fathersand 
mothers confined pour mois de nourrice, though it is lau- 
dably a favorite charity, to. pay for. them, and» set: such 
prisoners at liberty... I wish success to. the: new project 
of assisting. the poor to keep their children at home, be- 
cause I think there, is no nurse like a mother, (or not many) 
and. that, if parents did not immediately send their:infants 
out of their sight, they would in a few days begin'to love 
them, and thence be spurred to greater. industry: for : their 
maintenance. This is a subject you. understand better 
~ I, and. therefore having perhaps said too much, [. drop 
, 1 only add, to. the notes a remark from the: History:of 
£9 Academy of Seianeeay much in. favor of the Found- 
ling Institution... , ..., OH 
. The, Philaselphie. pig goes on, as q cn Se very” i 
What you call the Cincinnati Institution, is no institution 
of our government, but a private convention among the 
officers of our late. army,,and.so. miisiais cali by 
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the people; that it is supposed it will be dropped. «: It was 
considered, as/an attempt to establish something like an 
hereditary rank or nobility. I hold with you that it was 
wrong ;|may I add, that.all descending honors. are wrong 
and absurd ; that the: honors of virtuous actions appertain 
~ only, to-hiin that performs them, and is in its nature incom- 
municable.. 'Ifit-were: communicable by descent, it must 
also be divisible among the descendants; and the more an- 
cient the family, the less would be found existing in any 
one branch of it ; ‘to: say asi ial of ae greater igen of 
unlucky interruptions." 99) © °° | reel : 

. Our constitution seems not to be well’ andetitobit with 
you.» Tf the: Ripagress ‘were a’ permanent body, there 
would be more reason in being jealous of giving it powers, 
But its) members are’ chosen annually, cannot’ be chosen 
more ‘than three years successively, nor ‘more than three 
years: in seven j.and any of them may- be recalled at any 
time, whenever their constituents shall be dissatisfied with 
their conduct. They are of the people, and return again 
to. mix; with the people, having no more durable pre* 
eminencé than the different grains of sand 1 in an hourglass: 
Such an assembly catinot ‘easily ‘become dangerous to lit 
berty. They are the servants of the people, sent together 
to, do the people’s business, and promote the public wel- 
fare ; ; their powers must be sufficient, or their duties 
cannot. be’ performed. ‘They have no profitable appoint. 
ments, but a mere payment of daily wages, such as are 
AERO eaeyenent: to Cie’ his laiaai ; SO that having n no 


_ §.See Letter to Mrs. Bache, Jan. 26, 1784. 
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chance for creat places, and enormous salaries or pensions, 
as in some countries, there is no canvassing or bribing for 
elections. I wish Old England were as happy in its go- 
vernment, but I do not see it. Your people, however, 
think their constitution the: best in the world, and affect 
to despise ours. It is comfortable to have a good opinion 
of oneself, and of every thing that belongs to us; to think 
one’s own religion, king, and wife, the best of all possible 
wives, kings, or religions. I remember ‘three Green- 
landers, who had travelled two years in Europe, under the 
care of some Moravian missionaries, and had visited 
Germany, Denmark, Holland, and England’; when I 
asked them at Philadelphia (where they were’in their way 
home) whether now they had seen how muéh thore’com:— 
modiously the white people lived: by the help “of the arts, 
they would not choose ‘to remain among us? ‘their answer 
was, that they were pleased with ‘having had an ‘opportu- 
_ nity of seeing so. ‘many fine things, but: they chose to Live 
in their own country. Which ‘country, by the way, con 
sisted of ‘rock only, for the’ Moravians were’ ‘obliged: to 
carry earth in their ship ‘from N. ew ie ‘for the yt 
of making a cabbage garden. =)" iq 

’ By Mr. Dollond’s' saymg, that’ my nen ect le 
can only serve particular eyes, T doubt he hag not been’ 
rightly informed ‘of their construction! © Tiimiagine’ ‘it will 
be found pretty generally true, that the same ‘convexity of 
glass, through which’ a 'man sees ‘Glearest and best at’ the 
distance proper for reading, is not ‘the best for greater 
distances. I therefore had formerly’ two pair’ df spectacles, 
which I shifted occasionally; ‘As in travelling I sométimes 
‘read, and often’ wanted to’ regard the prospécts.’” Finding 
this change troublesome, and not always sufficiently ready, 
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By this ‘means, as I wear my spectacles constantly, | have 
only to move my eyes up or down, as I want:to see dis-- 
tinctly. far. or near, the proper glasses being always ready. 
This I find more particularly convenient ‘since my being in 
France,-the glasses that serve me best at table to see what 
leat, not being the best to see the faces of those on. the 
other side of the table who speak to me; and when one’s 
ears are not'well accustomed to the sounds of a language, 
a:sight of the movements in the features of him that speaks: 
helps to explain; so that I understand — a de 
the help of my spectacles. ea ee 
My intended: translator of your piece, thé alg 6 one I 
know who understands the. subject,-as well as.the two lan- 
guages, (which a translator ought to) do, or he cannot 
make:so good a translation), is at present occupied in an 
affair that prevents his undertaking it} but that will soon 
be over.. I thank-you ‘for the notes. . we should be er to 
have. another. of the: printed pamphlets...) 
 s»We shall: always be ready to take your children’ if: ‘you 
send them to-us..- LT only wonder, that'since-London-draws 
to itself, and consumes such numbers of your country 
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people, the country should not, to. supply. their places, 
want and willingly receive the children you have to:dis- 
pose of. That circumstance, together with the ‘multitude 
who voluntarily part with their freedom-as men, to serve 
for a time as lacqueys, or for life as soldiers, in considera- 
tion of small wages, seems to me proof that your island is 
over-peopled.. And yet it is afraid of emigrations! ... 

. Adieu, my dear friend, and believe me ever, yours very 
affectionately, B. FRANKLIN. 


be ak, waa 


Disswading him from attempting crossing to Engle in 
a Balloon. 


Dear Sir, _ Passy, June 20, 1785. 

| I have just received the only letter frdm 
you that has given me pain, — It informs me of your inten- 
tion to attempt passing to England in the car of a balloon, 
{n the present. imperfect state of that invention, I think it 
much too soon to hazard a voyage of that distance.» It.is 
said. here by some of those who have had experience, that 
as yet. they have’ not. found means to keep up a balloon 
more than two hours; for that by now and. then’ losing 
air to prevent rising. too high and bursting; and now and 
then discharging ballast to avoid descending too low; 
these means of regulation are exhausted. Besides this, all 
the circumstances of danger by. disappointment, in» the 
“operation of Soupape’s,’ &c. &c. seem not to be yet well 
known, and. therefore not easily provided against. For on : 
Wednesday last M.,Pilatre de. Rosier, who: had studied 
othe subject.as much. as, any man, lost. his’ support in the 
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air, by, the bursting ofthis balloon, or by some other,mneans 
weare yetunacquainted with, and fell with his:companion? 

from the: height of oné thousand toises, on the rocky coast, 
and were both found daslied to pieces. You having lived a» 
good | life do not fear death. But pardon the anxious freedom 
of 'a‘friend, if ‘he tells you that the continuance of: your 
life being of importance to your family and your country, 
though you might laudably hazard it for their: good, you 
have no‘right to.tisque it for a fancy. I pray God this may 
reach you in time, and haye some effect towards changing 
your, design : being ever, Fis dear friend, yours affec- 


tionately, | Dagaigte Pgh tagas's ite hare B. ‘FRANKLIN. 
ot V\ aS 
To BARoN MASERES. ; 


/ 


h, 


Rens 2 the. American Contest—State ‘of gM sd 
_ The adage of Estates.) .(; 
“Siz, Fhe geo all ate oPassy, June26,1785. | 
jess. 2 ‘LThave: it prorhicnets your friendly Jette 
the! 20th: insta} ‘Tagree with you: ‘perfectly 1 in the. opi- 
nion, that though the: contest’ has been hurtful:to: both.our 
countries, yet the event, a: ‘separation,’ is better. even for 
yours than'success. The ‘reducing and:keeping us in-sub- 
jection by an armed force'would have:cost you’more than 
the dominion. could be: worthy) andour'slavery would have 
brought on -yours. © 'T he’ saucient system’ of «the British 
empire was: a: shappy one) by. which: the:eolonies »were 
allowed to’ govern: and tax «themselves; \Hiad’it» been 
_swisely. continued, it is hard.to imagine'the degree of’ ‘power 
‘and importance in’ the world that. empire” might have ar- 
gived ats; JAll’ the’ means ‘of ‘growing cman of 
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territory, agriculture, commerce, | arts, population, were 
within its own limits, and therefore’ at its, command, I 
used. to consider that system asia large and, beautiful. por- 
celain, vase, 1 lamented the measures that I saw, Jikely to 
break it, and, strove to, prevent them ; because « once bro- 
ken. I saw no probability, of its Bait ever repaired., My 
endeavours did not succeed.: we are broken, and the parts 
must now: ‘do as well, as, they can for themselves. We 
may still do well though separated, - I have great hopes 
of our side, and good. wishes for yours. The anarchy and 
confusion, you’ ‘mention as, supposed to prevail, among us, 
‘exist only in your newspapers. _ I have authentic accounts 
which assure me that no people were, ever better governed, 
or more content with their respective. constitutions, and 
governments. than the present thirteen . states of America. 
A little. reflection may convince any reasonable man, that 
a government wherein the administrators. are chosen annu- 
ally by. the free voice. of, the governed, and may also be 
recalled at any time if their conduct displeases ‘their con- 
stituents, cannot be.a tyrannical one, as your loyalists re- 
present it; who at the same time ‘inconsistently. desire to 
return ne live under it. And among an intelligent en- 
lightened people as ours is, there must always. be too 
numerous and too, strong. a party. for supporting, good | go- 
vernment and the laws, to suffer what is. called anarchy. 
This better account. of our situation must be pleasing’ to 
your, -humanity, and therefore. I give ityen se igs 
But we differ a little in. ‘our: ‘sentiments. endl the 
lenslivtil (as). they. call themselves) and the. conduct of 
America, towards them, which you think “ ‘seems ‘actuated 
bya spirit, of revenge ; and. that it would have been more 


agreeable. to policy, as well as justice, to have restored 
Vou. I. al N 
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-‘theit estates upon their’ taking’ the oaths of allegiance to the 
hew ‘governments. ” That there shiould still be’ some fesent- 
inet against them in'the breasts of thosé “who have’ had 
their houses, farms, and towns ‘so lately ‘destroyed, and 
yelations ’ scalped linder ‘the conduct’ of these Toyalists, 1 is 
not wonderful ; . though I believe. the opposition: given" by 
‘many ‘to their: re-establishing atnong us is owitig to a firm 
persuasion, that there could: be’ no’ rehwnce on: their oaths; 
and that the effect of receiving thdse people again would be 
‘an introduction of that’ very * ‘anarchy ‘and confusion: they 
falsely reproach’ us with. Ewen the example you propose 
‘of the English! ' commonwealth’s’ restoring the estates of 
the ‘royalists after their’ being subdued, seems rather to 
countenance’ and’ encourage ‘our’ acting ‘differently, as pro- 
bably"'if the power,’ which always accothpaniés property, 
‘iad not‘been restored to’the: royalists ; : if their estates had 
yemained ‘confiscated, ‘ahd 'their persons had ‘been banish- 
‘ed, “they could not’have’so much contributed ‘to the resto= 
ration’ of! kingly: power, ‘and the new government ‘of the ° 
republic might have . been’ more" ‘datablels! “The: majority 
‘of examples’ in your history ate’ on the other side"of the 
question. © All the estates in England atid ‘south 6f Seot- 
and; and ‘miost ‘of those possessed by the descendants ‘of 
the English ingreland, ‘are’ held from ancient confiscations 
made’ of the? estates! of Caledonians, and’ Britons’ the 
original: ‘possessérs ‘in your island, or ‘the native 'Irishj in 
the last centuryonly, © It is but a few moutlis sitice that 
your parliament hasj'in a féw ‘instances, given u Pp ‘éonfisca- 
tions ‘incurred! by @: rebellion suppressed forty” years ago. 
"The war’against us was beguii by.a general’act’ of Parlia- 
ment declaring! all our’ estates confiscated, ‘and probably 
one =. motive 40 the loyalty of the a anil avas the 


a 
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hope of sharing i in these confiscations. ‘They have played 

a deep game staking their estates against ours; and ‘they 
tite been uiistiecessful. “But it is a surer game, sincé 
they had Promises to rely’ on from your government of 
indemnification in case of Joss ; and I see your’ ‘parliament 
is about to falfil those promises, - To this I have no ob- 
jection, ‘because though “still” our enemies, they are'men ; 
they” are in ‘necessity ; ? and ‘think even an hired: aesiedia 
has | a “Fight ‘to’ his pay from” his employer: it seems too 
more’ reasonable that the’ expense of paying: these should 
fall upon’ ‘the government who encouraged the mischief. 
done, rather than upon us who suffered it; the confiscated 
estates making amends but for a very small | part of that 
mischief: it is not therefore. clear that our retaining thein 
is chargeable with i injustice. : 

I have hinted above, that ‘the name loyalists, was im- 
properly assumed by: these people. Royalists, they may 
perhaps be called. But the true loyalists were the people 
of America against whom they acted. No 0, people were 
ever. known more traly. Joyal, and universally so, to their 
sovereigns : the protestant succession in, the House of 
Hanover was their idol ! Not. a Jacobite. was to be found 
from rane. end of the colonies to the. other. They were 


‘affectionate to ‘the people of England, zealous and. forward 


io assist. in. her Wars, | by voluntar ‘y contributions ‘of men 
and ‘money, even beyond their Proportion,” ‘The king ; and 
parliament, had frequently acknowledged this By. bli | 
messages, resolutions, and reimbursements, But t _ they 
were equally fond of what they esteemed their rights, and 
if they resisted when those were attacked, it was a resist- 
ance in favor’ ‘of a “British « constitution, “which every | Eng- 


lishman might share in enjoying who should come to live 
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among them : ‘it was resisting arbitrary. impositions that 
were contrary. to common right and to their fundamental 
constitutions, and to, constant ancient usage. It was 
indeed a resistance in favor of the liberties, of England, 
which might have been endangered by success, in the at- 
tempt against ours; and therefore a great man in your 
parliament © ‘did not scruple|to declare, he rejoiced that 
America, had resisted !, \, for the same reason, may add 
this very. resistance to the other instances of their loyalty. I 
haye. already said, that I think it just you should reward 
those Americans who joined your troops. in, the war 
against their own country : but if ever honesty, could be 


inconsistent with policy, itis so in this instance. 
B. FRANKLIN. | 


To GRANVILLE SHARP, Eso. pale 


Law oh Gavel-hind. —Election of Bishops. ae fat 
1s) ae of the Laturgy. BO oe 
Dea Sua, Lagan Sas AEP esa, Suly 5, “1785. 

“T received the pooks you were 50 kind as 
to send me by Mr. Drown. Please to accept ‘my hearty 
thanks. Your writings, which always have some public 
good for their object, I always read with pleasure. I am 
perfectly of your opinion with respect to the salutary law 
of gavel kind, and hope it may in time be established 
throughout America. In six of the states already the lands 
of intestates are divided equally among the children if all 
girls; ‘put there i isa double share given to. the ‘eldest son, 
for which [ see no more reason than in giving s such § share 
to the: eldest danghter 5 : and think there should be no dis- 


) The first Lord Chatham. 
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tinction.’ Since ‘my ‘being last in France, I have seen 
several of our eldest sons, ‘spending idly their’ fortunes 06 
residing in Europe, and neglecting their own. ‘country ; 5 
these are from the southern states. The northern young 
men stay at home, and are industrious useful’ citizens; the 
more equal division of their fathers’ fortunes not ehabling 
them to ramble and spend their shares abroad, which i 1s sO 
much the better for their country. — HB 

I like your piece on the election of bishops. There 
is a fact in Hollingshead’s Chronicle, the latter part re- 
lating to Scotland, which shews, if my memory does not 
deceive me, that the first bishop in that country was elect- 
ed by the clergy; I mentioned it some time ‘past in a let- 
ter to two young men,* who asked my advice about ob- 
taining ordination, which had been denied them by the 
bishops in England, unless they would take the oath of 
allegiance to the king; and I said, I imagine that unless 
a bishop is soon sent over, with a power to consecrate 
others, so that we may have no future occasion” of apply- 
Ing to England ‘for orditiation, we may think it right, 
after reading your Piece, to elect also. 

‘The liturgy you mention, was an abridgment of that 
made by a noble lord of my acquaintance, who request- 
ed me to assist him by taking the rest of the book, viz. 
the catechism and the reading and singing psalms. These 
I abridged by retaining of the catechism only the two 
questions, What is your duty to God? What is your 
duty to your neighbour ? with answers. ‘The’ psalms were 
much contracted by leaving out the repetitions (of which 
T found more than I could have imagined) and the impre- 


1 See Letter to Messrs. ‘Weems and Gant, J uly 18, 1784. 
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cations, which appeared not to suit well the christian doc- 
trine of forgiveness of injuries, and doing good to enemies. 
The book ‘was printed for Wilkie in. St. Paul’s church 
yard, but néver much noticed. ,, Some . were given away, 
very:few sold, and I suppose the bulk became, waste pa- 
per. In the prayers so much was retrenched, that appro- 
bation’ could hardly be, expected ; but I think with, you. a 
moderate abridgment might not deat be whist but gene- 
‘rally acceptable.’ VO REe ge td OF miei 

Lam now on the point of Cea én, a Bi hs where 
I shall be glad. occasionally to hear from you, and of your 
welfare; being with ‘sincere and great esteem, dear, Snr, 
a our most ‘obedient ai most humble servant,). . 5, ») 
ney Fie Aisha $2 oe odie B. FRAxELiyes 

To: Davro Bsn Hil sig M. Pp. ; 
ir ~«.. Passy, July, 5, 1785.: 

4 idea cannot quit the coasts of Europe with- 
out talshiel leave of my ever dear friend Mr. Hartley... We 
were long fellow labourers in the best, of “all works, the 
work of peace. I leave you still in the field, but having 
finished. my day’s task, 1 am going home ‘to goto bed: 
Wish me a good night’s rest, as, I do you a pleasant even- 
ing. Adieu !, and -believe .me ever, yours., most .affec- 
tionately,-»0) aoa ae dA a bonita Ee BAERS of 
ate? dig tmesence Wk way ee ead, im his. 80th. year. i 
ita ike GN BFP Or gay i aroideaty 


per es ats s EXCELLENCY | Gay ‘WasnineToN. 
oy eis REE e TED. CREEP HAS Qs Uyi! KS a gtr: 


eee On: his intended. Bust, by Houdon..0 occ. 
Deg XR Sim; ¢ baie pegiy Philadelphia, Sept. 2051785. 
Tl am jis phreae from a country where 


> “the reputation of General Washington runs very high, and 
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where| every, body. wishes tosee himi.in persons, but being, 
told. that.it is.not likely he: éver; will, favor, them, sisal 
visit, they hope at least for a sight of his perfect resem 
biance by means of their, principal statuary, Mr. Howdebs 
whom Mr. Jefferson and myself agreed with to come over, 
for the purpose of taking a bust, in order, to, make the in- 
terided statue: for the state.of Virginia... He isihere, but 
the materials and, instruments he sent down the. Seine from 
Paris, not being arrived. at, Havre when we sailed,, he.was 
obliged to leave them, and is! now. busied in supplying him- 
self here.: As soon as. ‘that is done, he. proposes to wait 
en you in Virginia, as he understands there is no prospect, 
of your coming hither, which would indeed make me very 
happy; as it would give me the opportunity of congratu-, 
lating with you personally on the final success. of FOF 
Jong and painful labours in the service of our country 
which have laid us all under eternal obligations. With the 
greatest and most sincere esteem and respect, I ami; dear 
Sir, your most pbhatent aid most humble servant, 


LAI YPE Ade wedaioine eS Be Franku, 
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whist “ANSWER, To. TRE Forpcoinc.. a 
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eihan THE Honouras.s Basler santas ne 
 Dran vege i Mount Vernon; Sept. 26, 1785. nil 
wees | * [chad just written, and was about! tom put: 
inthe! tana ‘of Mr. Tavlor, (a gentleman‘ in’ ‘the de=: 
partment of the secretary for’ foreign affairs,). the inclosed ' 
letter,’ when I sce: the honor to receive your favor of the: 
20th anstante id) ve) Sere oe saad ok went tow) alte 4op¢1 
i “ave agitafl sense’ of ther parrslingaees ea am 


1 This was a Se rt een to Dr. Franklin on is returm” 
to America, and will be found in the Memoirs of his Lite. 
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ation towards me, And I feel very sensibly for the in- 
dulgent. —, of 7 ape ee 
honor. Is oe ne a a : ES, Gh die dae 
When it suits Mr. Siti to come aang IT will ac- 
commodate him in the*best manner I am able, and ‘shall. 
endeavour to render his stay as agreeable as I can. | 
‘It would give me infinite pleasure to see you.’ At this 
place {dare not look. for it, although to entertain you 
under my own roof would be doubly. gratifymg. When, 
or whether ever, I shall have the satisfaction of seeing you’ 
at Philadelphia, is uncertain, as retirement from the walks 
of public life has not’ been so ‘productive of that leisure: 
and ease, as might have beén expected. With very great 
esteem and respect,’ I’ am, dear’ ora your paneer. 
peeing 2 i Be EH WASHINGTON.» 


gtd Mr. AND Mrs. Say. 


| Answer to their Congratulations, on his A srioals im. 
AORTIC 6 va nicibcuites i 


7 % rf » 
aed yea) iG a 


Dinh Bithoths,:: Philadelphia, Sines 1, 1785. 
I received your very kind letter of the 16th 
congratulating me on my safe arrival with my grandsons ; 
an event that indeed makes me very happy, being what I 
have long ardently wished, and’considermg the growing 
infirmities of age, began almost to despair of. I am now 
in the bosom of my family, and find four aew little prat- 
tlers, who cling about the knees of their grandpapa, and. 
afford me. great pleasure. The affectionate welcome: I. 
met with from my fellow-citizens, was far beyond my /ex- 
pectation; I bore my voyage very well, and find myself 
rather better for. it, so that) I have every possible-reason 
t6 be satisfied with my having undertaken and performed 
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- When’ I ‘was at Passy, I could not ‘bear a’ wheel 
aden ‘and being Wiscotiraged i in my’ project’ ‘of déscend- 
ing the Seine i in a boat, ‘by the difficulties. and ‘tediousness 
of its naviga ‘ation ‘in so. dry @ ‘séason, I accepted’ ‘the’ offer 
of one of the king’s litters, ‘cattied by large’ mules, ‘which 
brought me ‘well, though *in’’ ‘walking’ Slowly, ” ‘to’ Havre. 
Thence ‘I’ went over in a packet boat to’ ‘Southampton, 
where I staid four days,’ ‘till the’ ship” came forjime ‘to 
Spithead. “Several of my London’ friends’ came there to 
see me, particularly the good: ‘Bishop of Sti “Asaph. and 
family, who ‘staid’ with me to the last. “In short Iam now 
so well as to think it possible that I ‘may once ‘more have 
the pleasure of seeing you both perhaps ‘at New” ‘York; 
with my dear young friends (who I hope may ‘not have 
quite forgotten me) for’ Ti imagine that on the’ sandy toad 
between Burlington and Amboy, I could bear an easy 
coach, and the rest is water. I rejoice to hear that you 
continue well, being with true and great esteem and affec- 
pied ees most abet servant, aie | 

Pee, “eRe vibeiortanacan so rele j 


To, Davip Harrizy, Esq, ss | | 

» State of whirusadeitl ny oie gl You Davy! ae 

“Dear arbi " Philadelphia, Oct.’27, 1°785. 
ee meceived at Havre de Grace 6 copies of 
i pint ‘viich! i ego tic i ig ‘me Bip Tt 


tery oe 


shail dni ‘one to Mr. Taye" ‘and give the “ely 
some friends who esteem and respect youas we do. 

“Your ‘newspapers are filled with accounts ‘of distresses 
and miseries that ‘thése ‘states are plunged into since their 
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separation, from, Britain, , You.may believe me, when I 
tell you that there is, no, t truth j in, those ,accounts. . . I find 
all. property: in ‘Iands.. ‘and houses augmented | veel in. 
value ;,,that of houses and, towns at. Jeast four-fold. The 
crops have, been plentiful, and yet the produce sells high, 
to.the great rofit: of. the; farmer. At the, same time all. 
imported goods, sell, at low. rates, some. cheaper, than the: 
first cost.» Working. people | have . plenty. of employ | and. 
high pay for. their, labour.: , These, appear to, meas cer-. 
tain signs: of public, prosperity. Some, traders indeed, 
complain: that trade is dead; but. this, pretended evil is, 
not an effect of inability. i in, the people . to buy, .pay. for,, 
and consume the usual artic cles of ‘commerce, as far as they, 
have occasion for. them, i it is,owing merely to there, being 
too many. traders who have: crowded hither from. all, parts 
Pr Europe ‘with more » goods than, the. natural, demand. of. 
the country requires. . «And what in Europe. is called), the, 
debt of America is chiefly, the, debt: of these»adyenturers, 
and supercargoes. to their principals, with which the set- 
tled inhabitants of : America, who never paid better for - 
what they wantand buy, have nothing to do. As to the 
contentment of the inhabitants with the change of govern- 
ment, methinks a stronger proof’ camot be desired, than 
what they have given im my receptions You know the part I 
hadip | that change, and you see in the papers the: addresses 
from all ranks with: which: your friend was welcomed home, 
agi the sentiments: they contain confirmed ‘yesterday in. the. 
choice of. him for President:by,, the, council, and 1 new: as- 
sembly, which was, unanimous, a. sina voice In. seventy 
seven: excepted. Cite bP Al dn ONS Hed BASE alee 
I remember | you sinele to ‘eink, ro newspapers _ from 
America. Herewith 1, senda few, and; you shall. be. re- 


* 
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gularly supplied,’ if you can put me in a way of sending 

them, so as that you may not be obliged to pay postage. 
W ‘ith unchangeable esteem and respect I am, my ‘dear 

friend, yours most affectionately, © B. Franxui. 


ee  - 


To. M. se DE La. Coun. 


4 
hy \ 


On his Wr ritings. ih 
WB ate hb Philadelphia, Noo: 18,° 4785: . 
Fr m) received duly the letter you did me the 
honor of writing to me the 25th of June past, together 
with the collection you have’ made des comptes’ rendus'de 
vos controleurs généraux ; arid your, Discours' sur les moy- 
ens d’encourager le. patriotisme dans les monarchies. “The 
first isa valuable work, as containing a great deal of ‘use- 
ful information ; ‘but the second I am particularly charmed 
with, the sentiments being delightfully just, and expressed 
with such force and’ clearness, that I am persuaded: the 
pamphlet, though small, must have a great effect, onthe 
minds of both princes and people, and thence be: produc- 
tive of much good to inainkindss: 4 Be arash to witibii my 
9 gh thanks for | amideks bah ela Cae Del ons En 
“It is right: to be sowing sg seed iesigllati we have: ‘an 
opportunity, sitice some of it may be productive. | Ani int 
stance of this you should be acquaintéd with, as it’ may 
afford you: pleasure. © ‘The reading of Fortuné: Ricard’s 
Testament, has put it into the head and heart of a citizeil 
to’ leave, two ‘thousand pounds: sterling to two’ American 
cities, who are to lend it in small sums at five’per cent.’ to 
young begimers: inbusiness ; and the accumulation, after 
an hundred years, to be Jaid out in public works of benefit 
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to those cities. * With great esteem, I have the pire to 

be, Sir, ee miost obedient and most humble servant, 

TRE ER A no WAGER. Wh? ATS “B: PRANKIIN. 
WOKS ty eb iat: tbmethet 


To Dr. Ridin iin) F. R. s. &e. vio Newel “ 


On a proposed new Edition of Dr. Franklin's Writings 
by Mr. Dilly the Bookseller—A Commercial Treaty 
between Great Britain and the United States. 


Dear Sir, Philadelphia, Nov. 20, 1785. 

, | ie pair your kind letter of September 5y 
informing me of the intention Mr. Dilly has of printing a 
new edition, of my writings, and. of his. desire that . would 
furnish him, with such additions, as I may. think, proper. 
At present, all my papers and manuscripts are so mixt with 
other things, by, the confusions, occasioned i in sudden: and 
various removals during. the late troubles, that I can hardly 
find any. thing. . But haying. nearly finished an addition to 
my house, which, will afford me. room, to put all in order, 
I hope soon to be able to comply with such a request 5 but 
I hope Mp. Dilly. will, haye,.a good. understanding, in the 
affair, with Henry and I ohnson, who having risqued the 
former impressions, may suppose they thereby acquired 
some right in the copy... As to, the Life. proposed. to be 
written, if it be, by the same. hand who furnished a sketch 
to Dr. Lettsom, which, he. sent me, I am afraid it will be 
found , too full of errors, for either you or me_to cor- 
rect : and having: been persuaded by, my friends, Messrs. 
Vaughan, and, Monsieur Le Veillard, Mr. James ‘of this 
place, .and.,some | others, that such a Life,, written, by my- 
self, may be, upasful to’ the rising generation, a have made 


‘See Dr. Franklin’ $ Will. 
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some: progress in, it, and. hope to. finish it this winter; so 
I cannot but wish, that project « of Mr. Dilly’ s biographer 
may be, laid aside. ., 1 am. nevertheless thankful,to you for 
your friendly, offer of ‘correcting it, . nhiteetye 

_ As toy public affairs, it is, long, since I gave sa merit eX- 
. pectations, of a commercial treaty between us and Britain 5 
and I think we can do as well, or better without one than 
she can, _ Our harvests. are plenty, our. produce. fetches 
a high price in hard money; .and jthere is in every part of 
our country, incontestable, marks. of public felicity.. We 
‘discover, indeed, some errors. in, ‘our general and particilay 
constitutions ;, which it is no wonder. they should. have, the 
time in which; they were formed being considered.,, But 
these we shall.soon mend. ‘The Jittle disorders you have 
heard of in some of the: Graton! raised bya. few. wrong 
“heads, are subsiding, and will probably . soon, be. extin- 
guished. My. best. wishes, and those of my family, attend 
you. We shall be happy. to see you, here, when it suits 
you to visit us: being with sincere and great esteem), my 
dear friend, crore most sare a | it 
res ME dehy Toe RTs: ada Franko, 


“Po De: Surrey, Biee OF st. “ASAP. ae 


bay chy ney 


| may ‘Various Matter. ee ese a ‘ 
“Dear Farenp, ; “Philadelphia, Feb, 04, 1786. 
I received enter your kind letter, of No- 

vember on. My reception. here, was, as you have heard, 
very honorable indeed; but I was betrayed by it and by 
some remains of ambition, from which I had imagined 
myself free, to accept of the ‘Chair of Government for the 
State of Pennsylvania, when the proper thing for me was 


206. PRIVATE ¢ ORRESPON DE NCE PART i. 


repose anid a private | life.’ ' Vhope however'to be able to 
bear the fatigue’ for’ oie year) and then’ to’rétite, 

Dhave much regretted our having so little” opportunity 
for conversation when we! last ‘inet.* You" eould have 
given nie informations and counsels that I wanted, but we 
were scarce a minute together without being broken in upon! 
Yam t6 thank you however" for thé pleasure Thad after 
Our parting;°in reading “thé flew’ book * you’ gave ‘ine, 
whieh! Tthik getiérally ‘Well written and’ likely ‘to dd 
good : “though: the readirig ‘time’ of most’ ‘peoplé’is ‘of laid 


yee 


so taken’ up with newspapers, ‘and litle” periodical pain 
phlets,” that ‘few fow-a-days venture to ‘attempt reading a 
quarto-volume. I have admired’ to’ see that i the last 
century; ‘a’ folio, Burton‘ ‘On: ‘Melancholy, went through six. 
\ editions’ ‘in’ about forty yeats!” We have, wi aed 
oie poe ‘but not tof f stich’ eg wid hie ibahoh 
here in improving our’ rpc “We ‘are I Pc m 
the right road of'improvement, fo for we are making" ‘expéri- 
ments. I do not oppose all’that ‘seein’ wrong," ‘for ‘the 
multitude’ dre’ more effectually set right by experience, 
than kept from going wrong by reasoning with them. And 
I think we are daily more and more. enlightened:; s0°that ‘ 
I have no doubt of our obtaining i in a few years as much 
public felicity as. good'g government is capable of affording: — 
Your newspapers ‘are iatledt kit fictitious’ accounts of ii 
anarchy, éonfusion, distresses and miseriés we are suppos- 


ed eo 4nvolved i se? ‘as conse yeenices Sof: ‘the ms a 


ie +; rae bi AL ere fae j reget ge Nie wh? f kk ety }ee “fyi 
i merit Ti at wht 


1 At To previous to Dr, mei embarking for the 
United States.” . 
2 Paley’s Moral Philosophy. ° 
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and the ‘few ‘remaining ‘friends of the old government 
among us, take pains to magnify every little inconvenience 
a change i inthe course of commerce'may: have occasioned. 
“To. obviate the complaints: they endeavour to/excite, was 
written the ‘inclosed: hittle pieces’ from: which - bah may 
form a truer idea of our. ‘situation, than your own public 
prints: would give you. ' “AndwL can assure 'you\ that the 
great body of ‘our. nation’ find: themselves: happy an ‘the 
change, and »bave not? the: smallést ‘inclination to! return’ to 
the: domination: of: Britain.: ‘There could not 'be'a. stronger 
proof» ofrthe general approbation of the ‘measures! ‘that 
promoted the change, and‘of the change itself, that’ has 
been given'by ‘the: Assembly.and ‘Council of sha Saghiio 
the early. “unatiimous choice | for their’ Governor; of: ‘one 
who had been so much concerned in thosé: measuress the 
“assemibly' being’ themselves the ‘unbribed choice'of.the peo- 
ple, and ‘therefore maybe truly supposed of othe same 
-sentiments,! ‘Tsay nearly unanimous, because of between 
70: atid "80° ita Mhenlaae ie ate bios wacheneien iter 
in ‘the. nepativeig imo. to 2e9.dou 96) owsloigdl) Bis agdag 
“As to'my saints civenmstiizes of which: you! daly 
-desire to hear something; \they are ‘at. present as happy as 
T could wish them. Iam! surrounded by my. offspring, 
‘a dutiful and affectionate | ‘daughter in’ my hause, with six 
grandchildren, the eldest oft which: ‘you! have'seen, whois — 
now ‘at’ College in in the: ‘next street, finishing the: learned part 
‘of hisieducation ¢ ‘the: ‘others promising’ both for: partsand 
.good dispositions. «What, their conduct may be when.they. 
grow up andenter‘ the important’ scenes of: life, I> shall 
not ne — ponent ea hgh oes ? Pesie enjoy 


etisal Pi Kits what idle is s alluded Wil oh ean 
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among.them he 5 present hour, and leave,the future to Bae: 
videhep aoon gh)§ iI YS (line HEE Ot ALLE Glad <0 20 
He that, raises a. nlarge, family, does indeed,, while "eo ie 
‘ observe,them,. stand, as Watts says, brouder'mark for 
sorrows; but then;:he,\ stands'a broader mark for pleasure 
100s) When we launch,.our; dittle fleet, of |. barks into the 
-ocean}; bound. to different ports, we hope: for’ éach, a, pros- 
perous voyage ; but contrafy, winds, hidden’shodls, storms 
and; ,,enemies;; come, ini;for:-a:.share in the'disposition of 
-events:; andithough these occasion a mixture of disappoint- 
ment, yet. considering the, risk where we can make no in in- 
surance, we should: thitik i sll happy if some. salar 
with success. _ My son’s son,) (Temple. Franklin) | whom 
you have. also seen, havitig : hada fine farm.of 600. acres 
conveyed. to. him by: his, father, when we were at South- 
ampton, has dropped for. the:present his views.of acting in 
the. political line, and applies himself ardently to the study 
and. practice. of agriculture.;;Fhis;is much more, agreea- 
ble to.me,'.who esteem it the; most useful, the most inde- 
pendent, and therefore the noblest of employments... His 
Jands, are,on mavigable water, communicating with, the De- 
lawares. and, but about 16, miles from this city... He has as- 
sociated. to himself. avery»; skilful: English farmer lately 
arrived, here, who. is, to instruct -him in the business, and 
partakes for a,term, of the, profits; ; so that there is.a great 
apparent, probability of their.success., You will kindly ex- 
pect.a word or two. concerning myself, ;. _My. health and 
spirits .conunue, thanks, to, God, as when) you, saw. me. 
The only complaint I then-had, does not:grow worse, and 
is tolerable....I still have, enjoyment: in'the company.of my 
friends ; and being easy in my circumstances, have many 
reasons to like living. But the course of nature must 
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soon put a period to my present mode of existence. This 
I shall submit to with Jess regret, as, having seen ‘during 
a long life a good deal of this world, I feel’ a’ growing 
curiosity to be acquainted with some others and can ‘cheer- 


fully with filial confidence resign my spirit to the conduct 


of that great and good parent: of miankiud who’ created 
it, and who has so graciously protected and prospered: me 
from my birth to the present hour. Wherever [ am, I 
hope always tovretain the pleasing remembrance ‘of your 
friendship, being with sincere and great esteem, my dear 
friend, yours most affectionately,  —-B. FRANKLIN: 
We all join ‘in respects to Mrs. facintig' te and best wishes 
for the nied aturable ‘famil y: 


To M. Le ‘VeuLanp OF  Passy,, ‘ 


On. the lowrshing State of Americ, —The Cardina wt 
mio Vo nots odRohan, $e. &e. er Ai te 
Mx Deas Fase Philadelphia, March 6, 1786. 
Ps LT received: and read with great’ ‘pleasure 
your kind tte of October 9. It informed’ ine’ of your 


welfare, and that of the best of good women, andof her | 


amiable daughter, who I: ‘think: will | ‘tread i in her’ steps. 


My effects came all in thé saine ship, in ‘good “Order 5 


and we are now drinking every | day: les eaux epurées C le 
Passy with great satisfaction, as they kept: well, and seem 
to be rendered more agreeablé by the long’ voyage. wy 
am here:in the bosom of my family, ‘and am not only happy 
myself, but have the felicity of seeing. iny country so. Be 


assured that all the stories ‘Spread in the | English j papers of 


our distresses, and confusions, and -discontents with our 
mew governments, are as chimerical as ‘the history of my 
Vo L. Ie i . O 


>. 
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being in chains at Algiers. They exist only in the wishes 
of our enemies.. America never was in higher. prosperity, 
her produce abundant and bearing a good price, her work- 
ing people all, employed and well paid, and all property in 
lands ..aud houses of more than treble the value it bore 
‘before the war 5. and, our commerce being no longer’ the 
monopoly. of British merchants, we are furnished with all 
the foreign commodities we need, at much more reasona- 
bie, rates than heretofore. So, that we have no doubt of 
being able to discharge more. speedily the debt; incurred 
by. the war. than at first was apprehended.» Our modes. of 
collecting taxes are indeed ‘as yet imperfect, and we ‘have 
need of more skill in financering ; but we improve in that 
kind of knowledge daily by experience. That our people 
are contented with the revolution, with their new constitu- 
tions, and their foreign connections, nothing can afford a 
stronger proof than the ‘universally cordial and joyous /re- 
ception’ with which they welcomed the return of one. that 
was supposed: to have had a considerable share in promot- 
ing them. All this i is in aiswer to that part of your letter 
in which youseem to’ have been too, much impressed with 
some of the ideas. which ‘those yng Hoskin silane en- 
deayour to inculcate concertitg lise. solide yiaie ee 

wil am. astonished. by what, you. write, concerning» the 
‘Brine Evéque.t ..If the charges against him. are made 
good, it will be another instance of the truth of those pro- 
verbs. which. teach, us,,that, Prodigality. begets necessity, 
that. without. Economy no revenue ts sufficient, and that 
at. is hard for, an empty sack to stand upright. 

_ tan, glad 1 to hear of the marriage of Miss Brillon for 


= 


‘Ww vwtud 4 a! The Cardinal le Retina islands yoat 
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every thing that may ‘contribute to the, happiness of that 
beloved family, gives me pleasure. Be pleased to offer 
them my felicitations, and assure them of my best wishes. 

Will you also be so good as to ‘present my, respectful 
compliments to Madame la Duchesse dEnville, and to M. 
le Due de la Rochefoucault ? > You may con aacate the 
political part of this letter to that excellent man. His 
good heart will rejoice to hear of the welfare of America. ea 
hal made no progress when. at sea in the history you men- 
tion ;* ‘but I was not idle there, having written, three 
pieces, ‘each of some length ; one on Nautical matters ; ; 
another on Chimnies ; 3 anda third’ a Description of 1 my. 
Vase for consuming smoke, with directions for using it. 
These are all now printing in the Transactions of our Phi, 
losophical Society, of which Z hope soon to send you a. 
copy. 

My grandsons present their compliments. The eldest 
is very busy i in preparing for a country life, being to enter : 
upon his farm the 25th instant. It consists of about 600 
acres, bounding o on. navigable water, 16 miles from Phila- 
delphia. The youngest is at College, very diligent i in his 
studies, You know my situation, involved in public cares, 


but they cannot make me forget that you aud I love one | 


another, and that I am, ever, my dear penn yours most 
pig ad 


' 
B. FRANKLIN, 


3 \ si ea Sie SIS BES? ly : ’ Rig & 
Var tte Lage ft M4 E701 ‘ - 


* Dr. Franklin's ss Memoirs of his Life. i | | ry 
“ith Inserted i in Letters and Papers on Philosophical Sait, Petts 


\ 
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‘To Mrs. H EWSON, LONDON. 


me geiee es Various Matter. is 

My pEAR Friend, ‘Philadelphia, May 6, 1786. 
at to A One Winter has passed and I have not 
had the pleasure of a line from you, acquainting me with 
your and your children’s welfare, since I left England. I 
suppose you have been in Yorkshire out of the way and 
knowledge of opportunities ; for I will not think you have 
forgotten me. ‘To make me some amends, I received a 
few days past a large packet from Mr. Williams, dated 
September, 1776, near ten years since, containing three 
letters from you, one of December 12, 1776. This packet 
had been received by Mr. Bache after my departure for 
France, lay dormant among his papers during all ‘my ab- 
sence, and has just now broke out upon me like words, 
that had been; as somebody said, “ congealed in Northern 
dir’ Vherem I find all the pleasing ttle family history 
of your children ; how William had begun to spell, over- 
coming by strength ‘of memory allthe difficulty occasioned ' 
by the common wretched alphabet ; while you were con- 
¥inced of the utility of our new one. How Tom, genius- 
like, struck out new paths, and relinquishing the old names 
éf the letters, called U Bell and P Bottle. How Eliza 
‘began to grow jolly, that is fat and handsome, resembling _ 
“Aunt Rook, whom I used to call my lovely. Together with 
all the. then news of Lady Blunt’s having produced at — 
length a boy; of Dolly’s being well, and of poor good 
Catherine’s decease. "Of your affairs with Muir and At- 
kinson, and of their contract for feeding the ‘fish: in the 
Channel. Of the Viny’s, and their jaunt to Cambridge in 


- 
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the long carriage. Of, Dolly’s: journey to Wales with 
Mr. Scot. Of the Wilkes’s, the Pearces, Elphinston, &e. 
8c. | Concluding with a kind of promise, that as soon as 
the Ministry and Congress agreed to make peace, I should 
have you with me m-America. That peace has been 
some time made, but alas! the promise is not yet fulfilled, 
tvtind why is it not fulfilled? — | | 

» Thave found my family howe ar health, ak circum- 
stances, and well respected by their fellow-citizens. The 


companions of my youth are indeed almost all departed, 


but I find an agreeable society umong their children ‘and 
grand-children. . I have public business enough to pre- 
serve me from ennui, and private amusement besides, im 
conversation, books, my garden, and cribbage. Con- 
sidering our well furnished plentiful market as. the. best 


Of gardens, I am turning mine, in the midst of which my 


house stands, iuto grass plats, and gravel walks, with trees 


and flowering shrubs. Cards we sometimes play here in 


long winter evenings, but it is as they play at chess, not 
for money but for honor, or the pleasure of beating one 
another. ‘This will not be quite a novelty to you; as you 
may remember we played together in that manner. during 
the wiuter you helped me to pass so agreeably at Passy. 
Lhave indeed now and then a little compunction in re- 
Aecting that I spend time so idly ; but, another reflection 
comes to relieve me, whispering, “ You know the soul is 
immortal; why then should you be such a niggard of a 
little time, when you have a whole eternity before you?” 
So being easily convinced, and, like other reasonable crea 
tures, satisfied with a small reason, when it is in favour 
of doing what I have a mind to do, I shuffle the cards 
again and begin another game. 7 
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As to public amusements, we have neither plays nor 
operas, but we had yesterday a kind of ‘oratorio, as you 
will'see by the inclosed paper} and we have assemblies, 
halls, and concerts,‘ besides: little parties’ atone another's 
houses, in which there is sometimes dancing, and frequent- 
ly good music; so that we jog on in life as: pleasantly as. 
you doin England, any where but in’ ‘London ; for there 
you have plays performed by good actors. That however 
is, I think, the ome ikem onirteile has over iiinstase ni 
-phia. TT disom Qn Ace fae 
‘Temple has turned his didennis! to epee} whic 
he pursues ardently, being in possession of a fine farm: 
that his father lately conveyed to him. « Ben is: finishing 
his studies at College, and continues. to behave as well'as 
when you knew him, so that I still think he will make’you | 
a'good son.’ His younger. brothers and sisters are also all 
promising, appearing to have good tempers and disposi- 
tions, as well as good constitutions. .As'to myself, I think 
my general health and spirits rather better than when you 
saw me, and the particular malady I then ‘complained of, 
continues tolerable.’ With sincere and very: great-esteem, 
Ta am nie my dear dear friend, yours most affectionately;? 

| | hor gas. boBy FRANKLIN: a 


_P. rh My ae and grand- ch le join with me in 
_ best wishes for you and, JOUFEs if My love. to my, godson, 
wiiabigte.- «, «hee. ae to > Dolly,’ and tell her she pre 
* do well to. come with yous 
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a “To Noaw Wesster, Bs. 


7 ; z ity tet) . 
_ : \, hea? ash 
iy = he ~~) ’ ie i oe: ky, 


paride, &s | sid a. reformed Alpliabet: BH 
tp my ee oe" Philadelphia, June 18, 1786." 
Vere T received the letter you did me the honour 


of writing to me the 24th past, with the scheme enclosed 

of your reformed Alphabet. I think the reformation not. 
only necessary, but practicable ; but have so much to say 

to'you on the subject, that I wish to see and confer with 

you upon it, as that would save much time and writing. 

Sounds, ‘till such ‘an alphabet i is fixed, not being easily ex- 
plained or discoursed’ of ‘clearly upon paper. I have for- 
merly considered this matter pretty fully, and— contrived 
some of the means of carrying it into execution, sO as gra- 
dually to render the reformation general. Our ideas. dre 
so nearly similar, ‘that I make no doubt of our easily 
agreeing on the plan, and you may depend on the best 
_ Support I may be able to give it, as a part of your insti- 
tute, of which I wish you would bring with’ you a com- 
plete copy, having as yet seen only a part of it: I shall 
then be better able to recommend it as you desire. ‘Hop- 
ing to-have soon the pleasure of seeing you, I do not en- 
large, but’am with sincere esteem, Sir, your most obedient 
and most eee servant, B. FRrayxain, : 


~~ oe, 


To Tbh an pate Bi rote ueyigett 


Gi naming the new State of Franxuin. 


Siz, . _ . Philadelphia, August 12, 1786. 
al received yesterday the letter you did me 
the honour of writing to. me on the 15th of June past, I 
had never before hee acquainted that the name of your 
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intended New State had any relation with my name, hay- 
ing understood that it was called Frank Land. Itisa 
very great honour indeed that its inhabitants have done me, 
and I should be happy if it were in my power to show how 
sensible | am of it, by something more essential than my 
wishes for their prosperity. 

| ‘Having resided some years past in Europe, and. being 
but lately arrived thence, I have not had an opportunity 
of being well informed of the points in dispute between 
you and. the State of. N orth Carolina. I can therefore 
only say, that I think you are. perfectly right in resolving 
to submit them to the discretion of Congress, and to. abide 
by their determination. It is a wise and impartial tribunal, 
which can have no sinister views to warp, its judgment, 
Tis happy for us all, that we have now in our own country 
such a council to apply to, for. composing our differences, 
without being obliged, as formerly, to carry them across 
the ocean to be decided, at an immense expense,. by a 
council which knew little of our affairs, would hardly take 
‘any. ] pains to understand them, and which. often, treated 
our applications with contempt, and. rejected. them with 
injurious language. | Let us therefore cherish and respect 
our own tribunal, for the more generally it is held in high 
regard, “the more able it will be to answer effectually the 
ends of its institution, the quieting of our contentions, and 
thereby promoting our common peace and happiness. 

I do not hear any talk of an adjournment of Congress 
concerning which you inquire; and I rather think it likely 
they may continue to sit out their year, as it is but lately 
‘they have been able to make a quorum for business, which 
must therefore probably be in arrear. If you proceed m 
your intended journey, I shall be glad to see you as you pass 
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through Philadelphia. In the tnean time, I have. the ho- 


nour to be, very respectfully, Sir, gets most obedient ser- 


vant, 7. 
14a, & 


: B. sraeacie iin 


To Coronen Hunrer. 


On the State of America, Se. be. 


- 


Biiladelphia, Noo. 24, 1786. 
~My pear orp Frienp,. | 
| It rejoiced me much to learn by your kind 

letter of February last, which I received about ten days 
since, that you are still in the land of the living ; and that 
you'are snug at Bath, the very place that I think. “gives 
you'the best chance of ‘passing the evening of life 2 agrees 
ably. I too am got into my niche, after being kept out 
of it 24 years by foreign employments. *Tis a very good 
house that I built so long ago to retire into, without being 
able till now to enjoy it. lam again surrounded by my 
friends, with a fine family of grand-children about my 
knees, and an affectionate good daughter and son-in-law to 
take care of me. And after fifty years public service, I 
have the pleasure to find the esteem of my country with 

regard to me undiminished ; the late re-election of me to 

the Presidentship, notwithstanding the different parties we 
are split into, being absolutely unanimous. This I tell 
you, not merely to indulge my own vanity, ‘but because 

know you love me, and will be pleased to hear of what-— 
ever happens that is agreeable to your friend. 
I find Mr. Anstey, whom you recommend to me, a very 

agreeable sensible man, and shall render him any service 
that may lie in my power. I thank you for the New 


‘Bath Guide: I had read it oreeey but it has afforded 
me fresh pleasure. 
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Your newspapers, ‘to’ please ‘honest John Bull, paint 
our situation here in frightfal colours, as if we were very’ 
miserable since we broke our connection with him: ~But 
I will give you some marks by which you may form your 
own judgment. Our husbandmen, who are the bulk of 
the nation 3 have had plentiful crops, their produce sells at 
high prices and for ready hard money: wheat, for instance, 
at 8s. and 8s. 6d: per bushel. Our working people are all 
employ ed and.get high wages, are well fed and well clad. 
Our estates in houses are trebled in value by the rising of 
rents since the revolution. ‘Buildings in Philadelphia i in- 
crease amazingly, besides. small towns arising in every 
quarter of the country. |. The laws govern, justice is well 
administered, and property as secure as in:any) country on 
the globe. Our wilderness! lands. are. daily buying up by 
new hala and. our settlements extend rapidly to the 
westward. _ European goods .were never so cheaply 
afforded us, as since Britain has no longer the monopoly 
of supplying us. In short, all among us may be happy— 
who have happy dispositions,—such being heen y to 
happiness evenin ‘paradise. si) {iil of viveehly elt" 

- L speak these things of Pennsylvania, ad pie? Tam 
most acquainted : as to the other States, when 1 read in 
all the papers of the extravagant rejoicings every 4th of 
July, the day on which was signed the declaration of In- 
dependence, I am convinced that none of them are discon- 
tented with the revolution. : 

Adieu ! my dear friend | and believe: me ever with § sin- 
cere esteem rand affection, yours most truly, 


pr 


voBs FRANELING® 
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2 Ki, Hs 
«4 jiwke ¢ Ta Lae oui wait shes hie vy 


‘apd To Mr. Smatre, i me 
“Improvement i on sos aananvon Prayer Book, es Si: 


(Dear Fripyp,: or © Philadelphia, Feb. 19, 1787. 
ei alain ule’: received your favour of ¢ une last, and 
thank you for the kind congratulations. ‘contained. in it. 
What you have aad of my malady i is ‘true, § ‘i that it does 
not grow worse.’ Thanks be to God I still enjoy plea- 
sure in the society of my friends. and books, and much 
more in the prosperity of my country, conceming which 
your people are continually deceiving themselves. ii | 

Ta am glad the improvement of the Book of Common 
Prayer ' has met with your approbation and that of good 
Mrs. Baldwin. It is not yet that I know of, received i in 
public ‘practice any where; but as it is said that good 
motions never die, perhaps i in time it may be found useful. 

“Tread with pleasure the account you give of the flou- 
rishing state of, your commerce and manufactures, and of a 
the ‘plenty you have of resources to carry the nation 
through all its difficulties. You have one of the finest 
countries in the world, and if you can be cured of the folly 
of making war for trade, (in® which wars more has been 
always expended than the profits of any trade can com- 
pensate) you may make it one of the happiest. Make the. 
best of your own natural advantages instead of endeavour-. 
ing to diminish those of other nations, and there is no 
doubt but you may yet prosper and flourish. | Your be- 
ginning to consider France no longer as a natural enemy; 
is a mark of progress in the good sense of the nation, of 


: : ee qelber to » Granville Sharp, oo July 5, 185. Ae. 
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which posterity will find the benefit ; in the rarity of wars, 
the diminution of taxes, and i increase of riches. , 
As to the refugees whom you think we were so impoli- 
tic in rejecting, 1 do not find that they are missed here, 
or that any body regrets their absence. And certainly 
they. must be happier where they are, under the government 
they admire; and be better received among a people whose 
cause they espoused and fought for, than among those who 
cannot’ so soon have forgotten the destruction of their ha- 
bitations, and the spilt Brood of their dearest friends and 
near relations. . 
I often think with at ara on the happy gree I 
passed in England with my and your learned and. inge- 
nious friends, who have left us to join the majority, in the 
world of spirits. Every one of them now knows more than 
all of us they have left behind. It is to me a comfortable 
reflection, that since we must live for ever in a future state, 
‘there is a sufficient stock of amusement in reserve for us, 
to be found in constantly learnmg something new to eter- 
nity, the present quantity of human ignorance infinitely. ex- 
ceeding that of human knowledge. 
» Adieu! my dear. friend, and believe me in whatever 
world, yours most affectionately, B. FRanKun ‘ 
PP ay oe gel in his 82d year. 


To M. ue VEILLABD. 8) 8 

- Philadelphia, April \5, 1787. 
(ExRRA GE .) “Iam entirely of your: opinion, that our 
independence is not quite complete till we have discharged 
our public debt... This State is not ‘behind hand in its 
: proportion, and those who are in arrear, are actually em- 
ployed in contriving means to discharge their respective 
balances, but they are not all equally diligent in the 


% 
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business, nor equally successful,’ the whole will however 
ke paid, [ am persuaded, in a few years.) 
The English have not yet delivered up the posts on our 
frontier, agreeable to treaty ; the pretence is, that our mer- 
chants here have not paid their debts. -1 was a little 
proyoked when I first heard this, and I wrote some: remarks 
upon it which I send you :: they have been written near a 
year, but I have not yet published them, i being unwilling 
to encourage any of our people who may beable to pay, 
in their neglect of that duty. ‘The paper is therefore only. 
for your amusement and that of our: excellent: friend the 
Duke devia Rochefoucauld.  .w»wiewr hy eo giiedeenme awn 
‘o As toomy .iialady, concerning | Se hithei you so. » kindly 
enquire; 1 have never had the least doubt of its being the 
stone; and I'am sensible that it has increased ; ‘but on the 
whole it does not give me more pain than when at Passy. 
People who live long, who will drink of the cup of life to 
the very bottom, must expect'to meet with some of the 
usual dregs; and when I reflect on the number of terrible 
maladies Human nature is subject to, I think myself 
favoured in having to. my share only the stone and gout. | 
You were right in conjecturmg that I) wrote the remarks 
on the “ thoughis concerning executive justice.’* have 
ne copy of those remarks at hand, and forget how the | 
saying. was introduced, that it is better a thousand guilty 
persons: should escape, than one innocent suffer.» Your 
criticisms ,thereon’appear to be. just, and [imagime: you 
may have misapprehended my intention in mentioning. it. 
I always thought with you, that the prejudice in Europe 
which: supposes a family dishonoured by the punishment 
of one of ‘its members, was very absurd, it bemg on the 


Chin 


* See “ Papers on Political Subjects,” 


_ 
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contrary my, opinion, that a rogue hanged out of a family 

does it more honour «se thatilive:in ite’aun bojidaoad 

taneo tkeneerveo won boret foo syd die ae 
To, tHE Douxe.. DE LA Bosnanacannas Paris. a 


Rep to his Congratulations.—State of America. — Con 
— thereof. —Death of the Duchess DrAnville— = 
Introduition'of T Thomas Paine. Poe AS rene 


sein hid) Spe hy ameceake yet Gorn tow eeeeh i trped dase 
oo ih ‘ool eal inion ill . Philadelphia; April, 15, DIP Bo 
0 oDhave been happy in receiving. soniuesuini 
_ letters from: my greatly respected» and:esteemed: friend) 
since my being im America. ‘They are dated November 
30, 85, February 8, 86,,and:January 14, 87. A raionva.setes 
this date 'to:M. le Veillard, I have made the best apology 
L could for my being so liad a correspondent. ihelgein 
trouble you: with:a repetition of it, as I: know you often 
see him. ID will, only confess my fault, and trust, to your 
candour.and goodness:for my pardon.) o8)) 4 yr et 
_. Your friendly: congratulations;on my auivekondvedaeiuiy 
here were very obliging. The latter was, as:you lave heard; 
extremely. flattering.) The two. parties inv the assembly: 
and council, the  constitutionists and anti-constitutionists 
joimed in’ requesting my service as counsellor, and after 
wards in electing. me. as. president. Of: seventy “four 
members. in council and assembly .who'.voted by, balloty 
there was in my first election but one negative: beside-my; 
own ; and in the second, after a.year’s: service, only; my» 
own. And. [experience from all the principal people in: 
the government, every attention and assistance; that can be 
desired towards making the task as little burthensome to 
me as, possible. |. So iI am, going on’ very ‘comfortably: 
hitherto. with my second. year, and I do not at. amend see 


| 


¢ 
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any, likelihood of achange but future’ events! are always 
uncertain, being governed. by | Providence or subject’ to 
chances; and popular favor is very precarious, being 
sometimes /ost as well as gained by good actions, so I do 
mot depend',on. a, continuance ‘of, my present happiness, 
and therefore shall not be surprised if, before my time, of 
service expires, something should happen to diminish it. 
These states in general enjoy peace and plenty. . There 
have been some disorders in the. Massachusetts and Rhode 
island, governments ;,. those in. the former. are. quelled for 
the present ; those ofthe latter, beimg contentions for and 
against. papermoney, will probably continue ‘some time. 
Maryland too is'divided-on the same subject, the assembly 
being for it, and the senate against it. Each is now 
employed in endeavouring to gain the people to: its party 
against) the next elections, and. ’tis probable the assembly 
may prevail. Paper money in moderate quantities has 
been found beneficial;, when more than the occasions 6f 
commerce require,-it. depreciated and was mischievous ; 
and the. populace are apt to demand more than is neces+ 
sary. In. this ‘state we.have some, and it is useful, ‘and I 
do not hear:any clamour for more, © 4 es 
_ There seems.to be but little thought at’ present inthe 
ici ‘states, of mending their particular constitutions ; 
but the grand, federal constitution is generally blamed as 
having given sufficient powers to congress, the federal 
head.,; A convention is therefore. appointed to revise. that’ 
constitution, and propose a better. You will see by the 
inclosed paper that your friend is to be one in that: busi- 
ness, though he doubts-his malady may not. permit his 
giving constant attendance. I am glad to see. that you are 
named as one of a general assembly to. be convened in 


\ 
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France. I flatter ‘myself that great good may accrue to 
| that dear nation from the deliberations of such an assembly. 
I pray God to give it his blessing. 

I sympathise with you and the family most sincerely, in 
the great loss sustained by the decease of that excellent 
“woman. x It must be indeed a heavy one. My best 
wishes attend those that remain, and that the happiness of 
your sweet domestic society may rh continue without 
such another interruption. ia : 

» ‘['send herewith a volume of the transactions of our 
“Philosophical $ Society for you, another for M. de Condor- 
et; and a'third for the academy. ‘The war had inter- 
rupted our attempts to improve ourselves in scientific 
oo but we now begin to ‘resume them. Hite 

Phe! bearer of this is Mr. Paine, the author of a famous 
“ piece“entitled ‘Common Sense, published herewith great 
effect’ onthe’ minds of the people at the beginning of the 
‘revolution. © He is an ingenious, honest man, and as such 
“I beg leave’ to: recommend him to your civilities.” ‘He 
-catries with him the model of a bridge of a new construc- 
‘tion, his own invention, concerning which I intended to 
have recommended him to Mr. Peyromnet, but I hear he 
is‘no more. You’ can easily procure Mr. Paine a ‘sight 
of the models and drawings of the collection appertaining 
tothe Ponts et Chaussées; they must afford him useful 
lights‘on the subject. We want a bridge over our river 
Skuylkill, and have no- artist here — rns to Wael 
kind of architecture. | ‘ef 

My grandsons are very sensible of the honour of your 
remembrance, and desire me to present their respects. 


ee ae 


1 Phe Duchess D’Anville, mother of the Duke de la Rochefou- 
cauld. 
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With the most. sincere and perfect esteem and attach- 
ment, T'am ever, my dear friend, your most obedient and 
anost humble servant, mere fae B. ‘Fr AN KLIN, 


To THE Manotien DE Geinantiie . 


On receiving his Travels in the United States. Assembly 
‘ of the Notables. — 


Dear Oe Raley Philadelphia, Abit 17, 1787. 
Your most pleasing letter accompanied by the 
invaluable present of your journal, and translation of 
‘Colonel. Humphreys's poem, came to hand but lately, 
though dated in June last. I believe they have been in 
the West Indies. © They have given me a great deal of 
pleasure i in the perusal, as every thing of yours always did. 
The portrait you have made of our country and people is 
| what i in painting is called a handsome likeness, for which 
_ We are much obliged to you. We shall be the better for 
it if we endeavour to merit what you kindly say in our 
favour, and to correct what you justly censure. 1 am 
told the journal is translated into English, and printed i in 
éne of the states, | know not which, not having seen the 
translation. : 
' The newspapers tell us, that you are about to have an | 
_assembly of Notables, to consult on improvements of your 
government, It is somewhat singular, that we should be 


a 


ta ponirecmait Sadi ie bE CuasTeLtLevx Camp. Masehal: in 
rom French army, and a member of the French, Academy, died at 
Paris October 24,1788. He was of an illustrious family to which 
he was an ornament by his military services and his literary 
“works, of which the principal: ‘are, a Treatise.on Public Happitess, 
.8vo, and Travels in North: America in. 1780 1782; Sve... 
Vou. I. | P 
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engaged in the same pr oject here at the same time ; ; but 
so it is, and a convention for the purpose of revising and 
amending our federal constitution is to meet at this place 
next month. I hope both assemblies will be blessed with 
success, and that their deliberations and counsels may 
promote the happiness of both nations. | 

In the state of Pennsylvania, government, notwithstand- 
ing our parties, goes om at present very smoothly, so that 
I have much less trouble, m my station than was expected. 
Massachusetts has lately been disturbed by some dis- 
orderly people 5 ; but they are now quelled. The rest of the 
states go on pretty well, except some dissensions in Rhode 
island and Maryland respecting: paper money. Mr. Paine 
Ww hom you know, and who undertakes to deliver this letter 
to you, can give you full information of our affairs, and 
therefore I need not enlarge upon them. IT beg leave to 
recommend him to your civilities. I have fulfilled all 
your commissions. to the ladies here, who are much 
flattered ‘by your. kind remembrance of them. “My family 
joi. in every sentiment of esteem and respect with, my 
dear friend, yours. most affectionately, B. FRANKLIN. 


a aa) BAER y aia ! 
_ To Mzssks. THE ABBES CHALUT AND ARNAUD. 


yen aie Philadelphia, April 17, 1787. 
"Your reflections, on our situation compared with 
‘that of many nations of Europe, are very ‘sensible and 
just. Let me add, that only a virtuous people are capable 
of freedom. As nations become poe and vicious, they 
“have more need of masters. 

Our public affairs go on as well as can reasonably ‘be 


eapected after so great an overturning. hi ae have had 
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some disorders in different parts of the country, but we 
7 arrange them as they arise, and are daily mending and 
improving ; so that I have no doubt but all will come right 
intime. Yours, ‘ B. Franxuin, 
» To M. ie Maroulis DE LA Fayerre, 
. Various Matter. D5 
Dear Frienp, | Philadelphia, April 17, 1787. 
| I received the kind letter you did me the honour 
of writing in February 1786. The indolence of old age, 
and the perpetual teasmg of too much business, have 
made me so bad a correspondent, that I have hardly 
written a letter to any friend in Earope during the last 
twelvemonth: but as I have always a pleasure in hearing 
from them, which I cannot expect will. be continued jf I 
do not write to them, I again take up my pen, and begin 
with those whose correspondence is of the greatest value ; 
among which I reckon that of the M arquis de la Fayette. 
Iwas glad to hear of your safe return to Paris, after 
so long and fatiguing a journey. That is the place where 
your enlightened zeal for the welfare of our country can 
employ itself most to our advantage, ‘and I know it is 
always -at work, and indefatigable. Our enemies are as 
you observe very industrious in depreciating our national 
character. Their abuse sometimes provokes me, and [I 
am almost ready to retaliate; but I have held my hand, 
though there is abundant room for recrimination ; because 
{ would do nothing that might hasten another quarrel by 
exasperating those who are still sore from their Jate 
disgraces. Perhaps it may be best that they should 
please themselves with fancying us weak, and poor, and 
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divided, and: friendless 5 they may: then not be jealous of 
our growing strength, (which, since the peace, does really 
make rapid’ progress) and may be less: intent * on) inter- 
rupting it. | he op ten Str aie 
[do not wonder that: the Germans who ‘know little of 
free constitutions, should: be ready to suppose’ that such 
cannot support themselves. We think they may, and we 
hope to prove it. That there should be faults im our 
first sketches or plans of» government is not surprising ; 
rather, considering the » times, and the circumstances 
under which they were formed, it is surprising that, the 
faults are so few. ‘Those in the general confederating 
articles, are now about to be considered in a convention 
called for that express purpose ; .these will indeed be the 
most difficult to rectify, Those of particular states will 
undoubtedly be. rectified as their inconveniences shall by 
experience be made manifest. And whatever difference 
of sentiment there may be among us respecting particular 
regulations, the enthusiastic rejoicings with which the day 
of declared independence is annually celebrated, demon- 
‘strate, the universal satisfaction of the people with the 
revolution and its grand principles. 
» Liinclose the vocabulary you sent me, with the words 
of. the Shawanese, and Delaware languages, which Colonel | 
Harmar.has procured for me.» He is promised one miore 
complete, which I shall send you as soom as it comes to 
my hands. ‘Janne H 
_ My grandson, whom you so kindly enquire after, is at 
his estate in the Jersies, and amuses himself with cultivating 
his lands. I wish he would seriously make a business of 
it, and renounce all: thoughts: of public employment, for I 
think agriculture the most honourable because: the most 
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independent of all professions. But I believe he hankers 
alittle after Paris; or some other of the polished cities of 
Europe, thinking ethe society there preferable to what he 
meets with in the woods of Ancocas; as it certainly iy. 
if he was now here, he would undoubtedly join with me 
and the’ rest of my family (who are much flattered by your 
remembrance of them) in best wishes for your health and 
prosperity, and that of your whole amiable fireside. You 
will allow an-old friend of fourscore: to say he /oves: your 
wife, when he adds, and children, and prays God to-bless 
them ‘all. Adien! and believe me: ever, yotirs most 
gee nag aie a & B. F ru dianacs tebe 


tin. M. res Ape Monezer,’ Panis, y Teg 
Gia the Freedom of Commerce. —Siate of America... 


SMa P OOS Ft crabs tcitew meee 32," iin 
ec VERY DEAR FRIEND, mr eee 
6 TD reeeived, though long after ‘ ‘they were written, 


your very: ied geese favours of October ‘30, °1783,° and 
February 9, 1786, with the pieces’ inclosed, ‘productions 
of the Auteuil * Academy of Belles Lettres. Your kind 
and friendly wishes and° congratulations ‘are ‘extremely | 
obliging. ‘It'gives me an infinite pleasure to find’ that I 
still retam a favourable place in the remembranée of! the 
worthy ‘and’ the good, whose delightful and: instructive 
society | had the happiness of enjoying while I “resided 


in France. WaT weg 


Pas *T Member of the: ‘Freneh eee, 2. ony wer, 
i 4) residence. of Madame Helvetius, with whom the Abbé 
Morellet, Cabanis, La Roche, and other literary friends passed 
much of their time. 


* 
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But though IT dedi not leave that dear nation without 
regret, I certainly did right in coming home. I am’ here 
in my niche in my own house in the bosom of my family, 
my danghter and grand children all about me, among my 
old friends or the sons of my friends who equally respect 
me ; and who all speak and understand the same language 
with me; and you know that if a man desires to be useful 
by | the exercise of his mental faculties, he Joses half their 
force when in a foreign country, where he can- only 
express himself in a language with which he is not well 
acquainted. In short I enjoy here every ‘opportunity of 
doing good, and every thing else I could wish for, except 
repose ; and that | may soon expect either by the cessa- 
tion of my office, which cannot last more than ae years, 
or by ceasing to live. — Ah ie 

de am of the same opinion with you respecting the 
freedom of commerce, especially in countries where direct 
taxes are , practicable. This will be our case in time, 
when our. wide-extended country fills up with inhabitants. 
But at present they are so widely settled, often five or six 
miles distant from one another m the back country, that 
5 the collection of a direct tax is almost, impossible, the 
trouble of the, collectors’ going from house to house 
amounting to more than the value of the tax. Nothing 
can be better expressed than your sentiments are on) this 
point, where you prefer. liberty of trading, cultivating, | 
manufacturing, &c. even to civil liberty, this being 
affected but rarely, the other every hour. Our debt 
occasioned by the war being heavy, we are under the 
necessity of using imposts. and every method we can think 
of. to assist in raising a revenue to discharge. it ; but in 
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sentiment we are well disposed to abolish duties\on, im- 
portation as soon as we possibly can afferd to do.so. sr 
Whatever may be reported by the English in Europe, 
you ‘may, be assured. that our people are almost unanimous 
in. being satistied with the revolation. Their unbounded 
respect for all. who were principally concerned in it, whee 
ther as warriors or statesmen, and the enthusiastic joy 
with which the day of the declaration of independence is 
every where annually celebrated, are indubitable proof of 
this truth. In one or two of the states there have been 
some discontents on partial and local subjects ; these may 
have been fomented, as the accounts of them are exagge- 
rated, by our ancient enemies; but they are now nearly 
suppressed, and the rest of the states enjoy péace and 
good order, and flourish amazingly. The crops : have 
been good for several years past, the price of country 
produce high, from foreign demand, and it fetches ready 
money ; rents are high in our towns, which increase fast 
by, new buildings ; labourers and artizans have high wages 
well paid, and vast tracts of new land are continually 
clearmg and rendered fit for cultivation. Lam, &e. “site 
B. FRanKLIN, > 
my ve tt ee 

To Mr. Jorpain, Lonpon. sig t 
On receiving his Present of a Cask of Porter; ; and various 
pay other Matter. : wh 


Dear Sir, _ Philadelphia, May 18, i7a7. 
sa sththebin tel secewed. your very kind letter of February 27, 
together with the cask of porter you have been so good 
as, to, send me... We have here at present what the French 
call une assemblée des notables, 2 convention composed of 
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some of the principalpeople from the several states’of our _ 
confederation. They did me the honour of dining ‘with. . 
me last Wednesday, when: the cask’ was broached, and its 
contents: met with the most cordial reception and universal. 
approbation. In short the company agreed unanimously _. 
that it was the’ best porter they had ever tasted. Accept... 
my thanks, a poor return, but all I can make at present., by 
Your letter reminds me of many happy days: we haye.. 
passed: together, . and the dear friends with whom, we. 
passed them ;- some! of. whom, alas ! have left us, and we) 
must ‘regret stone! loss, although our Hawkesworth sis... : 
become. an’ adventurer in) more happy regions ;/)andvour, . 
Stanley? gone, ‘ where only his own harmony canbe. , 
exceeded.” “You give me joy in telling me-that you,are’ 
‘Son the. pinnacle of content.” | Without. it no situation, . 
canbe happy; with. it, any. One means: of becoming 
content with one’s. situation is: the. comparing itowith’ a. 
worse... ‘Thus when I consider how many terrible-diseases 


the human body is liable to, I comfort: myself that only | 


three incurable ones have fallen to my share, viz. ithe... 
gout, the stone, and. old age; and that these have notiyet,. 
deprived me of my natural cheerfulness, my delight in _ 
‘books and enjoyment of social conversation, 

I am glad to hear that. Mr. Fitzmaurice is married and 
has an amiable Jady and.children. . It is a better plan than 
that he once proposed, of getting. Mrs. Wright to make © 


. Soha Hawkesworth, LL.D. Silay of the Adventurer and 
compiler of the account of the Discoveries made i in the South Soms 
by Captain Cook. f . 


2: John Stanley, an’ eminent musisian and comiposer, became 
‘blind at the age of two. years. 
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him a waxwork ‘wife’to sit at the-head of his‘table. For 
after all, wedlock’ is the natural state of fan, Ar bachelor” 
is not a’complete human being.” He is like’ the odd halt” sian 
of a pair of scissars, which has*not® yet found’ its ren’? a 
pn mg is not” even. area so. useful ‘as ni ~— at P 
as Sagal fre op laherie eB Clb AEA 
~ Thardly know which to admire: most ; viieiefondeat 
discoveries made by Herschel,* or ‘the baituratiablal inge= 
nuity by which he has been enabled to make them.” Ret” es 
us hope, 1 my friend, that when free from these bodily'em=" 
barrassmients; ‘we thay roam ‘together through some of the” 
systems he has explored, conducted by some of our°dld?* : 
companions ‘already acquainted with them: Hawkesworth® © 
will’ enliven our progress with his cheerful’ sensible con="”” 
versé, and Stanley’ accompany the music of the’ spherés. a 
Mr. Watraaugh ‘tells me, for I immediately enquired’ ~ 
after her, that “your daughter is alive and well. I remem=" 
ber hera’ most promising and beautiful child, and'therefore — 
do not wonder, that’she is grown; as he says, a fine woman. ~ 
God bless her.and you, my dear friend, and every ‘thing 
that pertains to you, is the sincere ‘prayer of yours ‘most — 
affectionately, B. F RANKEING 
| ne ep se $2 konpa | 


r¥ & ee 
a “e Ui J dg 4 ik fy bd ¥ + be 


wre nh‘Blen Biioniak Visor, Bec Sr ced iaedal 
The Philo Bank.—Commercial oe sean 
for Coining. —Dr. Riley. ai te 


Philadelphia, May 18, 1787. 
“ Treceived duly’ my good old friend’s letter of, 
- 19th ‘OF f February. T thank you much for your notes 


pIaense iis Suet oi ty 7 NOA 


a The Astronomer. *”) 0) for ey 
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on banks, they-are just: and solid, as far as. I can judge of 
them. Our bank here-has met with great opposition, 
partly from’ envy, and. partly from. those, who wish, an 
emission of more paper money, which, they think. the bank 
influence prevents. But» it has stood all attacks, and 
went on well ‘notwithstanding the assembly repealed. ats 
charter. | A new assembly has restored it; and the ma- 
nagement is so prudent, that I have no -doubt.,of. its 
continuing to: go on well: the dividend has never been 
less:than six per cent, nor will that be augmented for some 
time, as the surplus profit is reserved. to. face accidents, 
The dividend of eleven per cent which was. once. made, 
was from a'circumstance scarce avoidable... A new. com- 
pany was proposed; and prevented only, by admitting a 
number of new partness.. As many of the first set were 
averse to this and: chose to withdraw, it was necessary to 
settle their accounts, so all were adjusted,, the profits 
shared that had been accumulated, and the-new,and. old 
proprietors jointly began on a new. and. equal footing, 
_ Their notes are: always instantly paid on demand, and 
pass-on all occasions.as readily as silver, because they wil 
always produce silver. vited-artont 

Your medallion is in good company, it is 5 placed mith 
those of Lord Chatham, Lord Camden, Marquis of 
Rockingham, Sir George Saville and/ some. others who. 
honoured me with a show of. friendly .regard, when. in 
England. I believe 1 have paper you. for it, but I thank 
youagain, si i ach 

_ I believe with you, ae if our, aalied is. uikcaate af 
sabbloctte a treaty of commerce, he may need patience. 
If I were baa his place, and not otherwise instructed, I 
should be apt to say “‘ take your own time, gentlemen.” 
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If the treaty cannot be made:as much; to»your advantage 
as to ours, don’t make it.» Iam sure'the want of it, is not 
more to our disadvantage than to yours, Let'the merchants 
on‘ both sides treat with one another.» Laissez les faire.» 
» tL have never considered: attentively the oCongress’s 
scheme for Coining,’and I have it not’ now -atvhand,i:so 
that at present I can say nothing ‘to it. : The chiefsiuses 
of coining seem to be the ascertaining the fineness:of the 
metals, and saving the time that would otherwise:be spent 
in weighing to ascertain the quantity: But the conve- 
nience of fixed values to pieces is so great as to force the 
currency of some whose stamp is’worn off that’ should 
have assured their fineness, and which are evidently not of 
half their due weight ; the case at present with the six- 
pences.in England ; which one with another “ns not — 
three-pence, © ae ie enka tia ne 

“You are now 78, and I am §2; you tread salaiessony 
heels: but though you have more strength and spirit, you 
cannot come up'with me till I stop, which must “now be 


soon; for 1 am grown so old as to have buried most of | 


the friatias) ‘of my youth, and 1 now often hear persotis 
whom I knew when children, called old) Mr.such-a-one, 
to distinguish them from their sons now men’ grown and in 
business; so that by living twelve’ years beyond David’s 


period, I seem to have intruded myself into the'company — 
of posterity, when I ought to have’ been a-bed and’ asleep, 


Yet had I gone at seventy it would have cut off twelve of 
the most active years of my life, employed too in‘matters’ 
of the greatest importance ; but whether I have been doing 
good or mischief is’ for time ‘to discover. I only know 
that [ intended well, and I hope all will end well. 

Be so good’as topresent ‘my affectionate respects: to 
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Dr Riley: ' Iam! under ‘great obligations to ‘him,°and 
shall write to‘him shortly. «It will be a: pleasure to: him 
to know that'my malady does not grow sensibly worse, 
and that is a*great point: for it: has always been so ‘toler- 
able, as*not*to ‘prevent my enjoying the pleasures of 
society;'and being cheerful im conversation 3 I owe'this in 
a great measure to his good counsels.) © 

Adieu, my dear friend, and’believe me ever yours most 

ms stonaie th stent tadt.outt of Bina btm aieon 


Te as DE beam Panis. | 
ea | er ial ; On the Stone. Rt: ee aa! j Liteaad pe 5 


DEAR See \aREiD dado hia, Nese ‘ 1797. 

> Tam honoured by your letter desiring to know 
by what means I am relieved in a disorder; with which 
you are also unfortunately afflicted. I have tried all the 
noted ‘prescriptions for diminishing the «stone, «without. 
perceiving any good effect. | But) observing: temperance 
in’ eating, avoiding wine and cyder, and using dailysthe 
dumb bell, which exercises the upper part iof :the :body. 
without much moving the. parts in contact withthe stone; 
I think L have prevented its increase. As the: roughness 
of the stone lacerates a little the neck of the bladder, I 


tale that when the urine happens to be: shanpyih have much 


pain in making water: and frequent urgencies. For relief 
utider this circumstance}, take, going to bed, the bigness 
of a pigeon’s egg of: jelly of blackberries: the receipt for 
making itis inclosed. While 1 continue to do«thi s/every 
night I am generally easy the day following; making water 
pretty freely, and with long intervals. | E.wishmost sin- 
cérely that this simple remedy may have the same happy 
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effect with you. Perhaps currant: jelly, or the jellyof 
apples, or of raspberries, may be’ equally serviceable +! for 
J. suspect the virtue of the jelly may-lie principally inthe 
boiled ‘sugar which is in’ some degree: candied: by the boil- 
ing of the jelly. Wishing you for your own sake much 
morejease, and for the sake of mankind many more years, 
I remaia with the greatest. esteem and respect, dear. Sir, 
your most obedient and affectionate servant, A 

eer et Ga ‘B. FRANKLIN.) 


To #eR, 
Disorders in Holland,— Projected conquest of Turkey. 


(Extract.) ~~ Philadelphia, Dec. 15,1787. 

I hope the disorders in Brabant and Holland 
may. be rectified without bloodshed. But I fear the 
impending war with the Turks, if not prevented by pru- 
dent‘negociation, may in its consequences involve great 
part: of Europe: I) confide however that: France. and 
England will preserve their present peace with each other, 
notwithstanding some contrary appearances: for I think 
that they have both of them too much sense to go to -war 
without) an sos cause, as well as too little. ss 
at present.©° cade te 
ao As'to didipsticenac nigga Sion Turkey, " appre- 
hend, that if the emperor and empress would make some 

use‘of arithmetic, and calculate what-annual revenues may 
be expected from the country they want, should they acquire 
it;‘and. then offersthe grand Signior a hundred times. that 
annual revenue; to be paid down for an amicable purchase 
ef it, it would be his: interest to accept the offer, as well 
as theirs to make it, rather than a war for it should take 
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place ;’ since a war to acquire that territory and to retain 
it, will cost: both’ parties ‘much more, perhaps ten times 
more, than such suih of purchase money. But the hope 
of glory and the ambition of toned are not subject to 
arithmetical calculation. 

My best wishes attend you; being with great esteem, 
ait, eotaila most obedient and most humble servant, 


s 


“B. FRANKLIN. 


To M. Le Veunar, OF Pasay, 


ey to M. Saugrain——Dr. Franklin’s Memoirs of 
his own Life-—New Constitution proposed for the 
United States. —Imposts on Trade Diisin it Money. 


My. ‘aan Entenp, Philadelphia, Feb.. 17, 1788. 

[received your kind letter of June 23 by Mr. 
Saugrain, and it is the last of yours that is come to’ my 
hands. As you have so much leisure, and love writing, I 
cannot think you have been so long silent; you who are 
so good as to love me, and who know how much pleasure | 
your letters always afford me. [ therefore rather suspect 
you'may probably have written something too freely con- 
-cérning public affairs, and that your letters may be arrested. 
in your post office, and yourself lodged in the Bastille. 
You see I imagine any thing, however extravagant, rather | 
than suppose, (as your sasdeie too often ni that! my atts 
forgetme, i: iS tree ay 
I find Mr. Saugrain to answer well the ne elionid 
you give of him, and shall with pleasure render him any 
services in my power. He is now gone down the Ohio, 
to reconnoitre that country. 
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I should have proceeded in the history you. mention,*if 
I could well have avoided accepting the Chair of Presis 
dent for this third and last year: to which I was. again 
elected by the wnanimous voice of council and general 
assembly in November. If 1 live to see this. year expire 
I may enjoy some leisure, which I promise you to employ 
in the work you do me the honour to urge so earnestly, .. 

1 sent you with my last a copy of the new constitution 
proposed for the United States by the late general conven- 
tion. I sent one also to our excellent friend the Duke de la 
Rochefoucauld. TI attended the business of the convention 
faithfully for four months. Enclosed you have the last 
speech I made in it.2 Six States have already adopted 
the constitution, and there is now little doubt of its being 
accepted by a sufficient number to carry it into execution, 
if ‘not immediately by the whole. It has however met - 
with, great opposition in some States, for we are at present 
anation of politicians. And though there isa. _ general: 
dread of giving too much power to our governors, I think 
we are more in danger from too little obedience in the 
governed. fit as 

We shall, as you suppose, have. iin onts on trade, alsa 
custom-houses, not because other nations have them, but 
because we cannot at present do without them. We want 
to discharge. our public debt occasioned by the late war. 
Direct taxes are not so easily levied on the scantily settled. 
inhabitants of our wide extended country; and what is — 


=” 5 ‘ 


*. The Memoirs of his own Life, to the continuance of which all 
his friends who knew the importance of such a history. wished | 
him anxiously to apply. 


# 


* See Memoirs of his Life. 
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paid i in the price of merchandize is less felt by the con- 
sumer, and less the cause of complaint. . When we are 
out of debt we may leave our trade free, for our ordinary 
Cherahe of government will not be great. 

Where there isa free government, and the. io make 
their: own laws by their representatives, I see no injustice 
im their obliging one another to take their own paper 

money. Itis no more so than compelling a man by law 
to take his own note. But it is unjust to pay strangers 
“with such money against their will. The making of paper 
money with such a sanction is however a folly, since 
although you may by law oblige a citizen to take it for his 
goods, you cannot fix his prices; and his liberty of rating 
them as he pleases, which is the same thing as setting what 
value he pleases on your money, defeats your sanction. 

I have been concerned to hear of the troubles in the 
internal government of the country 1 love ;* and hope 
some good may come out of them; and that they may 
end without mischief. | 

In your letter to my grandson you asked some. questions 
that had an appearance as if you meditated a visit to us. 
Nothing in this world would give me greater pleasure, 
than to receive and embrace here the whole family: but 
itis too great an happiness to be expected. ‘This family 
all jom with me in best wishes of every felicity to you and 
yours; and | remain with unalterable and great esteem 
and affection, my dear friend, yours most sincerely, 

B. FRANKLIN. 
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¥ ‘ly j ~—— t +s . Padre ite} | ey SF kes rit eer Bsa, 
To THE : Eorrons OF THE lita gine dena Gazgnrr, 


2 a - [On the Abuse of the peasy De Sa 


_ Messrs. Hatt and SELLERS, 4s 


lau tiies bse LL lately heard a remark, that on ‘examina- 
tion of the Pennsyloania Gazette for fifty years, from its 
commencement, it appeared that. during that long period, 
_ scarce one libellous piece had ever appeared in it. , This 
__ generally chaste conduct of your paper is much to its_re- 
_ putation ; for it has long been. the opinion of sober ju- 
dicious people, that nothing is more likely to endanger the 


liberty of the press, than the abuse of that liberty, by em- 


ploymg it in personal accusation, detraction, and. ca- 


lumny. The excesses some of our papers have been 


guilty of in this particular, have set. this State in a bad 
light abroad, as appears by the following letter, which I 
wish you to publish, not merely to show your own disap- 
probation of the practice, but as a caution to others of the 
profession throughout, the United States. F or I have seen 


an-European newspaper, in which the editor, who had 
been charged with frequently calumniating the Americans, ‘ 


justifies | himself by saying “that he had published. no- 


thing disgraceful to ie which he had not taken from our 


_ own printed papers.” I am, Suc. I A, nl 


7 4 ow x & i 7 fee ay 
ae ve SA otk De ™ 2 me * we eb wy 


Dest PirsRsy; New York, March 30, v788., 
. > My gout has at length left me, after five. 


months’ -painful-confinement. It afforded me however the 


leisure to read, or hear read, all the packets of your news-. 


papers which you so kindly sent for my amusemeat. 
Mrs, W. has pasta of it; she likes to read the ad- 
VoL, I. Q 
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vertisements ; “but she remarks some kind of inconsistency 
in the announcing so many diversions for almost every 
evening in the week, and such quantities to be sold of ex- 
pensive superfluities, fineries, and luxuries just imported, 
in a country, that at the same time fills its papers with 
complaints of hard times, and want of money. I[ tell her 
that such complaints are common to all times and all coun- 
tries, and were made even in Solomon’s time ; when as we 
are told, silver was as plenty in Jerusalem as the stones 
in the street, and yet even then, there were people that 
grumbled, so as to incur this censure from that knowing 
prince. Say. not thow that the former times were better 
than these ; for thou dost not enquire rightly concerning 
that mater. 

But the inconsistence that strikes me the most is that 
between the name of your city, Philadelphia, (brotherly 
love,) and the spirit of rancour, malice, and hatred that 
breathes in its newspapers! For I learn from those ‘pa- 
pers, that your State is divided into parties, that each party 
ascribes all the public operations of the other to vicious 
motives ; that they do not even suspect one another of 
‘the smallest degree of honesty ; that the antifederalists are. 
such, merely from the fear. of losing power, places, or 
emoluments which they have in _ possession or In expecta- 
tion ; that the federalists are a set of conspirators, who 
aim at establishing a tyranny over the persons and property 
of their countrymen, and to live in splendor on the plunder 
of the people. I learn too that your justices of the peace, 
though chosen by their neighbours, make a villainous trade 
of their office, and promote discord to augment fees, and 
fleece their electors ; and that this would not ‘be mended 
by placing the choice in the executive council, who with 
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interested, or party views are continually making as impro- 
per appointments; witness a “ petty fiddler, sycophant 
and scoundrel” appointed J udge of the Admiralty; « an 
old woman and fomenter of sedition” to be another of 
the Judges, and “ a Jeffries” Chief Justice, &c. &e. ; 
with “ two harpies” the Comptroller and Naval Officers 
to prey upon the merchants and deprive them of their pro- 
perty by force of arms, &c. I am informed also by these 
papers, that your General Assembly, though the annual 
choice of the people, shows no regard to their rights, but 
from sinister views or ignorance makes laws in direct vio- 
lation of the constitution, to divest the inhabitants of their 
property and give it to strangers and intruders ; and that 
the council either fearing the resentment of their consti- 
tuents, or plotting to enslave them, had projected to dis- 
arm them, and given orders for that purpose ; and finally, 
that your President, the unanimous jomt choice of the 
Council and Assembly, is “an old rogue,” who gave his 
assent to the federal constitution merely to avoid refund- 
ing money he had purloined from the United States. 
There is indeed a good deal of manifest inconsistency in 
all this, and yet a stranger seeing it in your own prints, 
though he does not believe it all, may probably believe | 
enough of it to conclude that Pennsylvania is peopled by 
& set of the most unprincipled, wicked, rascally, and 
quarrelsome scoundrels upon the face of the globe. I 
have sometimes indeed’ suspected, that those papers are 
the manufacture of foreign enemies among you, who write 
with the view of disgracing your country, and making you 
appear contemptible and detestable all the world over : 
but, then I wonder at the indiscretion of your printers in’ 
publishing such writings! There is however one of your. 


* 
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inconsistences that consoles me a little, which is, that 
though living, you give one another the characters of de- 
vils; dead you are all angels! It is delightful when any 
of you die, to read what good husbands, good fathers, good 
friends, good citizens, and good Christians you were, con- 
cluding with a scrap of poetry that places you, with cer- 
tainty, every one in heaven. . So that I think Pennsylva- 
nia a good country to die in, though a a bad one to 
live in, | ine 


To M. LE VEILLARD. 


Bieta Dr. Franklin's Memoirs - of po own Li i . 
The new Constitution.—Custom. House Duiies. 


My DezarFrizenn, Philadelphia, April 22, 1788. 
| I received but a few days since your 
favour of November 30, 1787, in which you continue. to 
urge me to finish the Memoirs. My three years of ser- 
vice will expire in October, when a new President must 
be chosen ; and I had the project of retiring then to my 
grandson’ s estate in New Jersey; where .I might-be free 
from the interruption of visits, in order to complete that 
work for your satisfaction ; for in this city my time is so‘cut: 
to pieces by friends and strangers, that I have sometimes en- 
vied the prisoners in the Bastille: but considering now 
the little remnant of life I have left, the accidents that may 
happen between this and October, and your earnest desire, 
I have come to a resolution to proceed in that work: to-' 
morrow, and continue it daily till finished, which, if my 
health permits, may be in the course of the ensuing sum-. 
mer. As it goes on I will have a copy made for you, and. 
you may expect to receive a part by the next packet. 
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Itis very possible, as you suppose, that all the articles of 
the proposed new government will not remain unchanged 
after the first meeting of the Congress. I am of 
opinion with you, that the two chambers were not neces- 
sary, and I disliked some other articles that are in, and 
wished for some that are not in the proposed plan; I 
nevertheless hope it may be adopted, though I should have 
nothing to do with the execution of it, being determined 
to quit ail public business with my. present employment. 
At 83 one certainly has a right to ambition repose. 

We are not ignorant that the duties paid at the custom- 
house on the importation of foreign goods are finally ‘re- 
imbursed by the consumer, but we impose them as the 
_ easiest way of levying a tax from those consumers. If 
our new country was as closely inhabited as your old one, 
we might without much difficulty collect a land-tax, that 
would be sufficient for all purposes: but where farms are 
at five or six miles distant from each other, as they are in 
a great part of our country, the going of the collectors 
from house to house to demand the taxes, and being oblig- 
ed to call more than once for the same tax, makes the : 
trouble of collecting in many cases exceed the value of the 
sum collected. Things that are practicable in one coun- 
tryare not always so in another, where circumstances 
differ. Our duties are however generally so small as to 
give little temptation to smuggling. 

: Believe me ever, my dear friend, yours most affec- 
tionately, | 
qBocsls B. Franxuin. 
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To Mapame Lavoisier. 


Thanking her for his Portrait, sia | 


Philadelphia, Oct. 28,1788. 
I have a long time been disabled from 
writing to my dear friend, by a severe fit of the gout, or I 
should sooner have returned my thanks for her very kind 
present of the portrait, which she has herself done me 
the honour to make of me. It is allowed by those who 
have seen it to have great merit asa picture in every re- 
spect; but what particularly endears it to me is the hand 
that drew it. Our English enemies, when they were in 
possession of this city and my house, made a prisoner of 
my portrait, and carried it off with them, leaving that of 
its companion, my wife, by itself, a kind of widow. You 
have replaced the husband, and the lady seems to smile as 
well pleased. 

It is true, as you observe, that I enjoy here every thing 
that a reasonable mind can desire, a sufficiency of income, — 
a comfortable habitation of my own building, having all 
the conveniences I could imagine; a dutiful and affec-. 
tionate daughter to nurse and take care of me, a number 
of promising grandchildren, some’ old friends still remain- 
ing to converse with, and more respect, distinction, and 
public honors than I can possibly merit; these are the 
blessings of God, and depend on his continued goodness : 
yet all do not make me forget Paris and the nine years’ 
happiness I enjoyed there, in the sweet society of a people 
whose conversation is instructive, whose manners are 
highly pleasing, and who above all the nations of the 
world, have in the greatest perfection the art of making 
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themselves beloved by strangers. And now, even in my 
sleep, I find, that the scenes of all my pleasant dreams are 
laid m that city, or in its neighbourhood. 

-Ilike much young M. Dupont. He appears a very 
sensible and valuable man, and I think his father will have 
a great deal of satisfaction in him. 

_ Please to present my thanks to M. Lavoisier for the 
Nomenclature Chimique he has been so good as to send 
me, (it must be a very useful book) and assure him, of 
my great and sincere esteem and attachment. My best 
wishes attend you both, and I think { cannot wish you 
and him greater happiness than a long continuance of the 
connexion. | 
With great regard and affection, I have the honor to 
be, my dear friend, your most obliged and most obedient 
humble servant, : B. FRANKLIN. 


To Dr. INGENHAUZ. 
Relative to the State of his Health. —The apie Boat. 


. (Extract.) October 24, PP, 

** You have always been kind enough to 
interest yourself in what relates to my health: I ought 
therefore to acquaint you with what appears to me some- 
thing curious respecting it: you may remember the cuta- 
neous malady, I formerly complained of, and for which 
you and Dr. Pringle favored me with. prescriptions and 
advice. It vexed me near fourteen years, and was the be- 
ginning of this year as bad as ever, covering almost my 
whole body except my face and hands: when a fit of the 
gout came on, without very much pain, but a swelling in 
both feet, which at last appeared also in both knees; and 
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then in my hands. As these swellings increased: and’ ex- 
tended, the other malady dimimished, and at length disap- 
peared entirely. . Those swellmgs have some time since 
begun to fall, and are now almost gone; perhaps the cu- 
taneous may return, or perhaps it is worn out. I may 
hereafter let you know what happens. I amon the 
whole much weaker than when it began to leave me. But 
possibly that may be the effect of age, for I am now near 
83, the age of commencing decrepitude. | 2. 

I grieve at the wars Europe is engaged in, we wish 
they were ended; for I fear even the victors will be losers. 
I am-ever, my dear friend, yours most affectionately, | 

B. FRANKLIN. 


_P.S. Our public affairs are drawing towards a settle- 
ment. Ihave served out the three years term of my Pre- 
sidentship, limited by the constitution ; and being deter- 
mined to engage no more in public business, I hope, if 
health permits, to be a better correspondent. We have 
no philosophical news here at present, except that a boat 
moved by a steam engine, rows itself against tide in our 


river, and it is apprehended the construction, may be so 
simplified and improved. as to become generally useful.” . 


To B. Vauenan, Esq. 
Relative to his own Memoirs.—The Turkish War.— 
: Drs. Price and Priestly.— Heresy. ‘ 
(Ex TRACT.) _. October 24, 1788. ’ 
“¢ Having now finished my, term in 


the Presidentship, and resolving to engage no more in 
public affairs, I hope to be a better correspondent for the 
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little time T have to live. Iam recovering from a long 
continued gout, and am dilizently employed in writing the 
History of my Life, to the doing of which the persuasions 
contained in your letter of January 31, 1788, have not 
alittle contributed. I am now in the year 1756 just be- 
_ fore I was sentto England. To shorten the work, as well as 
for other reasons, I omit all facts and transactions that may 
not have a tendenty to benefit‘the young reader, by show- 
ing him from my example, and my success in emerging 
from poverty, and acquiring some degree of wealth; power, 
and reputation, the advantages of certain modes of con- 
duct which I observed, and of avoiding the errors which 
were prejudicial to me. . Ifa writer can judge properly of 
his own work, I fancy on reading over what is already 
done, that the book may be found entertaining, interest- 
ing, and useful, more so than I expected when I began it. 
If my present state of health continues, 1 hope to finish it 


_ this winter: when done you shall have a manuscript copy | 


of it, that 1) may obtain from: your judgment and friend- 
ship, such remarks as may contribute to its improve. 
ment. | . rea? 

The violence of our party debates about the new consti- 
tution seems much abated, indeed almost extinct, and we 


are getting fast into good order. I kept out of those dis- 


putes pretty well, having wrote only one little piece, which _ 


I send you inclosed. 

LE regret the immense quantity of misery brought upon 
mankind by this Turkish war; and E am afraid the King 
of Sweden may burn his fingers by attacking Russia. 
When will princes learn arithmetic enough», to calculate 


ao b 
‘ 1 See Memorns or tue Lire, Parr 11, 
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if they want pieces of one another’s territory, how much 
cheaper it would be to buy them, than to make war for 
them, even though they were to give an hundred years pur- 
chase? But if glory cannot be valued, and therefore the 
wars for it cannot be subject to arithmetical calculation so 
as to show their advantage or disadvantage, at least wars 
for trade, which, have gain for their object, may be proper 
subjects for such computation; and a trading nation as 
well as a single trader ought to calculate the probabilities 
of profit and loss, before engaging in any considerable ad- 
venture. This however nations seldom do, and we have 
had frequent instances of their spending more money in 
wars for acquiring or securing branches of commerce, than 
an hundred years’ profit or the full enjoyment of them can 
compensate. 

‘Remember me affectionately to good Dr. Price and to 
the honest heretic Dr. Priestly. I do not call him honest 
by way of distinction ; for I think all the heretics I have 
known have been virtuous men. They have the virtue of 
fapinse or they would not venture to own their heresy ; 
and they cannot afford to be deficient in any of the other 

\ virtues, as that would give advantage to their many ene- 
mies; and they have not, like orthodox sinners, such a num- 
ber of friends to excuse or justify them. Do not, however, , 
mistake me. It isnot to my good friend’s heresy that 
1 impute his honesty. On the contrary, ‘tis his honesty 
that has brought upon him the character of heretic. I 
am ever, my dear friend, yours sincerely, ! 

B. FRANKLIN.” 
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To Mrs. ParTrines, 
On the Death of Ben Kent.—Orthodory. 
(Extract) i Philadelphia, Nov. 25, 1788. 


“ You tell me our poor friend Ben Kent is — 


gone, I hope to the regions of the blessed; or at least to 
some place where souls are prepared for those regions ! 
I found my hope on this, that though not so orthodox as 
you and I, he was an honest 1 man, and had his virtues. If 
he had any hypocrisy, it was of that inyerted kind, with 
which a man is not so bad as he seems to be. And with 
regard to future bliss, I cannot help imagining that multi- 
tudes of the zealously orthodox of different sects, who 
at the last day may flock together, in hopes of seeing each 
other damned, will be disappointed, and obliged to rest 
content with their own salvation. Yours, &c. 
3 B. Franky.” 


‘To Mrs. Mecom,' Boston. a 
(ExTRACT.) Philadelphia, Nov. 26, 1788. 


“1 never see any Boston newspapers. You 
. mention there being often something in them to do mé 
honor. I am obliged to them. On the other hand, some 
of our papers here are endeavouring to disgrace me. 1 
have long been accustomed to receive more blame as well 
as more praise than [ have deserved. Tis the lot of every 
public man. And I leave one account to balance the 
other. 

Ais you observe, there was no d——n your souls in the 

1 Dr. Franklin’s sister. 
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story of the poker when I told it. The late dresser of it 
was probably the same, or perhaps of kin to him, who in 
relating a dispute that happened between Queen Anne 
and the Archbishop of Canterbury concerning a vacant 
mitre, which’ the Queen was for bestowing on a person 
the Archbishop thought unworthy, made both the Queen 
and the Archbishop swear three or four thumping oaths 
in every sentence of the discussion ; and the Archbishop 
at last. gained his point. One present at the tale being 
surprised, said, But did the. Queen and the Archbishop 
swear so at one another? O! no, no, said the relator ; 
that i is only my way of telling the story. Yours, &c. 
B. Fran KLIN.” 


en LO Mr. SMALL: 
On Se Wigan UE ibe to assist HLearing. . 


mio san Feb. 17,1789. 


DEAR eae si 

a " T have just received your kind letter of 
Nov. 29, and am much obliged by your friendly attention 
in sending me the receipt, which on occasion 1 may make 
trial of; but the stone I have being a large one, as I find by 
the weight it falls with when I turn in bed, I have no 
hope of its being, dissoluble by any medicine; and having 
been for. some time past pretty free from pain, , Lam afraid 
of tampering. I congratulate you on the escape you had 
by voiding the one you, mention, that was as big as a 
kidney bean; had it been retained it might soon have be- 
come too large to, pass, and proved the cause of much 

pain at times, as mine has been to me. ! 

} Having served my time of three years as President, I 
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et 


have now ietigiinictsth all public business, anil enjoy the 
otium cum dignitate. My friends indulge me with their 
frequent visits, which I have now leisure to receive and 
enjoy. ‘The Philosophical Society, and the Society for 
Political Enquiries meet at my house, which I have en-— 
larged by additional building, that affords me a large room 
for those meetings, another over it for my library now 
very considerable, and over all some lodging rooms. I 
have seven promising grand-children by my daughter, who 
play with and amuse me, and she is a kind attentive nurse 
to me when I am at any time indisposed; so that I pass 
my time as agreeably as at my age (83) a man may well 
expect, and have little to wish for, except a more easy 
exit than my malady seems to threaten. 

The deafness you complain of gives me concern, as if 
great it must diminish considerably your pleasure in con- 
versation, If moderate, you may remedy it easily and 
readily, by putting your thumb and fingers behind your 
ear, pressing it outwards, and enlarging it as it were, with 
the hollow of your hand. | By an exact experiment I found 
that I could hear the tick of a watch at forty-five feet dis- 
tance by this means, which was barely audible at twenty. 
feet without it. The. experiment was made at midnight 
when the-house was still. 

Lam glad you have sent those directions respecting 
ventilation to the Edinburgh Society. I hope you have 
added an account of the experience you had of it at Mi- 
norca. If they do not print your paper, send it to me, 
and it shall be in the third volume which we are about to 
publish of our transactions. 

Mrs. Hewson joins with us in best wishes for your 
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health and happiness... Her eldest son has gone through 
his studies at our college, and takes his degree. ‘The 
youngest is still there, and will be graduated this sum- 
mer. My grandson presents his respects; and I am ever, 


my dear’ friend; yours most affectionately, 
vi B. FRANKLIN. 


You never mention the receipt of ‘any letters from me. 
I wish to know if they come to hand, particularly my last 
inclosing the apologue. . You. mention some of my old 
friends being dead, but not their. names. 


"To Mrs, GREENE. 


Philadelphia, March Qs 1789. 
DeEar FRIEND, | 
Having now done with sible affairs, which: 
have hitherto taken up so much of my time, I shall endea~ 
vour to enjoy, during the smal] remainder of life that is left: 
to me, some of the pleasures of conversing with my: old 
friends by. writing, since their cbotane prevents my er of 
seeing them again, i | . 
- L received one of the bags 2 sweet corn you ‘was so 
good as to send me a long time since, but the other: never’ 
came to hand; even the letter mentioning it, though dated: 
December 10, 1787, has been above a year on its way, 
for I received it but. about two weeks since from Balti-: 
more in Maryland. The corn I did receive was excellent, 
and gave me great pleasure. Accept my hearty thanks. © 
I am, as you suppose in the above mentioned old letter, 
much pleased to hear that my young friend Ray is ‘smart 
iu the farming way,” and makes such substantial fences. 
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I think agriculture the most honorable of all employments, 
being the most independent; the farmer has no need of 
popular favor, nor the favor of the great. ‘The success 
of his crops depending only on the blessing of God upon 
his honest industry. I, congratulate your good spouse, 
that he, as well as myself, is now free from public cares, 
and that he can bend his whole attention to his farming, 
which will afford him both profit and pleasure ; a business 
which nobody knows better how to manage with advan- 
tage. Iam too old to follow printing again myself, but 
loving the business, I have brought up my grand-son Ben- 
jamin to it, and have built and furnished a printing-house 
for him, which he now manages under my eye.’ I have 
great pleasure in the rest of my grand-children, who are 
now in number eight, and all promising, the youngest only 
six months old, but shows: signs of great good nature. 
My friends ‘here ‘are numerous, and LT enjoy as much of 
their conversation as [ can reasonably wish; and I have 
as much health and cheerfulness as'can well be expected 
at my age, now eighty-three. ‘ Hitherto this long life has: 
been tolerably happy, so that if I were allowed to live it 
over again, I should make no objection, only wishing for 
leave to do, what authors do'in a second edition of their 
works, correct some of my errata. Among the felicities 
of my life I reckon your friendship, which I shall remem=. 
ber with pleasure as long as that life lasts, being ever, my 
dear friend, yours most affectionately, uae 
| sats, Ms B. FRanxuiny’ | 
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“To ide Caraenine Lovisa SuiPiny. we 


a On the Death. of her Father. bias 

as Aaa hy he Philadelphia, Pre 27, 1789. 

) It is only a few days since the kind letter 
of my dear young friend, dated December 24, came to 
my hands. I had before in, the public papers met with 
the afflicting news that. letter contained. ‘That excellent 
man has then left us!—his departure is a loss not to his 
family and friends only, but to his nation, and to the world: 
for he was intent on doing, good, had wisdom to devise 
the. means, and talents to ,promote them. .His sermon 
before the society for propagating the gospel, and ‘* his 
speech intended to be, spoken,” are proofs of his ability as 
well as his humanity. Had_ his counsels in those pieces 
been attended to by the ministers, how much bloodshed 
might have been prevented, and how much expense and 
disgrace to the nation ay oided! . 

Your reflections on_ the constant calmness and compo- 
sure attending his death are very sensible; Such. instances 
seem to show, that the good sometimes enjoy in. dying a — 
foretaste of the happy state they are about to enter... .... 

According to the course of years I should have quitted 
this world: long before him: I shall however not be long, 
in following. Iam now m my eighty-fourth year, and 
the last year has considerably enfeebled me; so that 1 
hardly expect to remain another. You will mens my dear. 
friend, consider this as probably the last line to be received 
from me, and. as a taking leave. Present my best and most 


FUT 0 a a a rene ill 
A daughter of the Bishop of St. Asaph. 
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sincere respects to your good mother, and love to the rest 
of the family, to whom I wish all happiness ; and believe 


me to be, while I do wie yours inost affectionately, 
| B. FRANKLIN. 


To Tue Rey. Dr. Pricer. 
Reflections on Life and Death. 


Philadelphia, May 31, 1789. 
My VERY DEAR FRIEND, 

I lately received your bind letter, inclosing 
one from Miss Kitty Shipley, informing me of the good 
bishop’s decease, which afflicted me greatly. My friends 
drop off one after another, when my age and infirmities 
prevent my making new ones, and if 1 still retained the 
necessary activity and ability, I hardly see among the ex- 
isting generation where I could make them of equal good- 
ness. So that the longer I live I must expect to be the 
more wretched. As we draw nearer the conclusion of 
life, nature furnishes with more helps to wean us from it, 
among which one of the most power ful is the loss of such 
dear friends. 

[send you with this the two volumes of. our transac- - 
tions, as 1 forget whether you had the first before. If 
you had, you will please to give this to the French Ambas- 
sador, requesting his conveyance of it to the good Duke de 
la Rochefoucault. | 
. My best wishes, attend : you, Jeans with s sincere ‘i 
great esteem, my dear friend, ) yours most affectionately, 
B. Franxuin. 


Vou. L R 
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To B. Vauenan, Esq. 
_ Relative to his own Memoirs. ~ 


Philadelphia, June 3, 1789. 
My DEAREST FRIEND, 

. “L received your kind letter of March 4, and 
wish I may-be able to complete what you so earnestly 
desire, the Memoirs of my life. But of late I am so in- 
terrupted by. extreme pain, which obliges me to have 
recourse to opium, that between the effects of both, I have 
but little time in which I can ‘write any thing. My 
grand-son however is copying what is done, which will be 
sent to you for your opinion by the next vessel; and not 
merely for your opinion but for your advice ; for I find it 
a difficust task to speak decently and properly of one’s 
‘own conduct ; and I feel the want of a eee bi: to 
‘encourage me in scratching out. . hig 
““T’have condoled sincerely ‘with the” Bishop of St. 
Adi s family. He was an excellent man. Losing’¢ our 
friends thus one by one, is the tax we pay for long living ; 
and it is indeed a heavy one! ) iP at 

I have not seen the King of’ Prussia’s ‘posthumous 
works; what you mention makes me desirous to have 
them. Please to mention it to your brother William, and 
that I request he would add pital to the books I be 
desired him to buy for me. prion sateen gt 
Our new Government is now in train, and seems to 
promise well, But events are ‘in the hand of God!” I 
am’ i it a deat jal ‘yours most affectionately, = 
B. ahinsalia iit 
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To Mr. Wricut, Lonpon. 
State of America.— Abolition of the Slave Trade. 
ange 4 ie ai ranger ey 4, 1789. 
Dear Frienp, 
I received: your kind letter of J ily the 3ist, 
which gave me great pleasure, as it informed ime of the 
welfare both of yourself and your good lady,’ to whom 


please to present my respects. I thank you for the epistle 
of your yearly meeting, and for the card (a vents of 
printing) which was inclosed. idbiruhhilins 
‘We have now had one Session of Congress witich was 
conducted under our new constitutien, and with as much 
general satisfaction as could reasonably be expected: J 
wish the struggle in France may end as happily for! that 
nation.—We are now in the fall enjoyment of our new 
government for eleven of the states, and it is generally 
thought that North Carolina is about to join it. Rhode 
Xsland will probably take longer time for consideration. 
We have had a most plentiful year for the fruits of the 
earth, and our people seem to be recovering fast from the 
extravagance and idle habits which the war had intro- 
duced; and to engage seriously in the contrary habits, of 
temperance, frugality and industry, which give the most 
| pleasing prospect of future national felicity. Your mer- 
chants, however, are, I think, imprudent in crowding int 
upon us such quantities of goods for sale here, which are 
not written for by ours, and are beyond the faculties’of 
this country to consume, in any reasonable time. This 
surplus of goods is therefore, to raise present money, sent 
to the vendues, or auction-houses, of which we have six 
orseven in and near this city; where ‘they are sold fre- 
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quently for less than prime cost, to the great loss of the 
indiscreet adventurers. Our newspapers are doubtless to 
be seen at your coffee-houses near the ‘exchange: in their 
advertisements you may observe the constancy and quan- 
tity of this kind of sales; as well as the quantity of goods 
imported by our regular traders, I see in your English 
newspapers frequent mention of our being out of credit - 
with you; to us it appears that we have abundantly too 
much, and that your exporting merchants are rather ont 
of their senses. 

wish success to your enidichipaione for obtaining an aho- 
lition of the Slave Trade. The epistle from your yearly 
meeting for the year 1758, was not the first sowing of the 
good seed you mention; for I find by an old pamphlet in 
my possession, that Grorce Keiru, near an hundred 
years since, wrote a paper against the practice, said to be 
* given forth by the appointment of the meeting held by 
him, at Philip James’s house, in the city of Philadelphia, 
_about the year 1693;”’ where a strict charge was given 
to friends, “‘ that they should set their negroes at liberty 
after some reasonable time of service, &c. &c.” And 
about the year 1728, or 29, | myself printed a book for 
Ralph Sandyford, another of your friends in this city, 
against keeping negroes in slavery; two editions of which 
he distributed gratis. And about the year 1736 I printed 
another book on the same subject for Benjamin Lay, who 
also professed being one of your friends, and he distributed 
the books chiefly among them. By these instances it ap- 
pears that the seed was indeed sown in the good ground 
of your profession, (though much earlier than the time 
you mention) and its springing up to effect at last, though 
so late, 1s some confirmation of Lord Bacon’s observation, 
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that a good motion never dies; and may encourage’ us in 
making such; ee oe a of their taking immediate 
effect. ) 

I doubt sihenidi I. shia be able to finish my. Merde 
and if I finish them whether they will be proper for pub- 
lication : you seem to have too high an opinion of them, 
and to expect too much from them. 

IT think. you are right in preferring a mixed form of 
government for your country, under its present circum- 
stances; and if it were possible for you to’ reduce the 
enormous ‘salaries and emoluments of great offices’ (which 
are at bottom the source of all your violent factions) that 
form ‘might be: conducted more: quietly and happily: but 
f am.afraid that none of your factions,» when they get 
uppermost, will ever have virtue enough to reduce those 
salaries and emoluments, but. will rather chuse ‘to enjoy 
them. r am}) y my dear ssirepe yours 588% SMG ssid 
Teor sielgngta aot odio rar Hive Bb. ~— 


Ue ee hee FO in ESL GT Tee nT 
Baie Ae ¥ ak pie { Let p aw! i? Cie ats Le. 932 
* 


aT) Yeu. WI To, Dr. ey i gs SERS , “EOE? Cyt Pay 


Requesting him to suppress his Encomiuin onthe obi 
AD AIO. 1 Sage! of his Discourses; if published. © 


9H aS at werk 


| ‘Philadelphia, hi 
[without date, but seal to be i in va 


and 
cen DEAR, stadia BabuY tewe ho: edad | \ comk-retelary 

cl paeaniie cain Daring, our: Hong, pianaintance, you have 
— a instances. of your regard. for me, yet. 1 must 
now desire you to add one more to the number, which, is, 
that if you publish your ‘ingenious discourse on. the moral 
SENSC, you will totally omit and suppress that most extra- 
vagant encomium on your friend Franklin, which hurt me. 


4 


1 
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exceedingly in the unexpected hearing, and. will mortify 
me beyond conception, if it should appear from the press. 
Confiding in your compliance with this earnest Aisa 
Ii am ever, my ha arian yours ‘most affectionately, 

: dt yiddtordey eB FRANKLIN.” 


Hy SAMUEL, ceed Fao. sie 7 m4 
si Enea Sutin Mani . Philadelphia, Nov. 5, 1780. 

yee Ms of ‘alanis your favor of July 25, but had 
no; pene BE of showing any, civility to: the bearer-whom — 
you! mention, as coming under, the: auspices of. William 
Franklin, Esq: as he did not show himself to me. 

Iam obliged, by your kind enquiries after my, healthy 
which is still tolerably good, the stone excepted ; 
constitution: being such as, if it were not for. hat malady, 
might have heid out yet some years longerwoiaa bunieei | 

I hope the: fire- of liberty, which you mention as spread: 
‘ing itself over. Europe, will act upon the inestimable rights 
of man, as common fire does upon gold; purify without 
destroying them; so that a lover ‘of liberty may find a 
country invany part of Christendom! 6) 

. 1 see with pleasure in the public. prints, that our aa 
ety’ is still kept up and flourishes. I was an early mem- 
ber ; for when Mr. Shipley sent me a list of the sub- 
scribers, they were but seventy; and though I had no 
expectation then of ever going to England, and acting 
with them, I sent a contribution: of ‘twenty guineas; in 
éonsideration of which the Society were hia pleas- 
ed to consider meamember, © [BS ES 


7 ¢ 
i we, wae y > S46 is hir yaad bate yee ) ‘ 
Ketek SRR SG eke TD). Baa ‘ee Ra ‘ ee SPR behead SP be hee 


eF utape PhP s- 


Commerce, of which Mr. arbre was ‘Secretary. 
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[wish to the € exertions of your manufacturers, who are 
generally excellent; and to the spirit and enterprize of 
your merchants, who are famed for fair and honorable 
dealing, all the success they merit.in promoting the pros- 
perits ef your country. 

Tam glad our friend Simall enjoys so much health, and | 
his faculties so perfectly, as I: perceive he does by his 
letters: I know not whether he is yet returned from his 

visit to Scotland, and therefore give you the trouble of the 
— inclosed. My best wishes attend you, being ever, dear 
Sir, your most obedient servant, ‘iB. F RANKLIN, fi 


To Mr. SMaut, 


On the Poor Laws.—The American Royalists. ~The 
pelos French and’ neat Governments. 


‘Dear sii 4 Philadelphia, Nov. 5, 1789. 
“os  Treceived your several favors of April 23 
May 9, ‘and’ June g, together with: the: manuscript con- 
cerning Ventilation, which will be inserted in our ars 
volume. 
Ihave long been of your Spinion that your Tegal p pro- 
_ Vision for the poor is a very great evil, operating as it does 
to the’ encouragement of idleness. We have followed 
your example, and begin now to see our error; and J 
hope’ shall sreform it-—I find by your letters that every 
“mai has patience enough to bear calmly and coolly the 
injuries done to other people : you have perfectly forgiven 
the Royalists, and you seem to wonder that we should 
still retain any resentment against: them for their j joining 
with: the savages to burn our houses, and murder and 
scalp our friends, our wives, and our children. I forget 
who it was that said, “ we are commanded to forgive our 


o/ 


of their neig hbours. 
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enemies, but we are no where commanded to’ forgive 
our friends ;” certain:it is however that atrocious injuries” 
done tous by our friends are naturally more deeply 
resented than the same‘done by enemies. They have left 
us to live under the government of their King in England 
and Nova Scotia. We do not miss them, nor wish their 
return; nor do we envy them their present happmess.— 
The accounts you give me of the great prospects you haye » 
respecting your manufactures, agriculture, and commerce, 
are pleasing to me, for I still love England and wish it 


“prosperity. hy ily | | % 


You tell me that the government of France is sitaisladtie | 
punished for its treachery to England in assisting us ; you 
might also have remarked that the government of England 
had been punished for its treachery to France, in assisting 
the Corsicans, and in seizing her ships in time of full 
peace, without any previous declaration of war. I believe 
governments are pretty near equal in honesty, and cannot 
with much propriety praise their own in n preference to that 

You do me too much honour in naming: me s aeeith 
Timoleon. Yam like him only in retiring from my public 
labours; which indeed my stone, and other infirmities of 
age, have made indispensably necessary. 

I hope you are by this time returned from your visit to 
your native country, and that the journey has given a 
firmer consistence to your health. pital 

Mr. Penn’ s property in this country, which you enquire 
about, is still immensely great; and I understand he has 
received ample compensation in England for the i he 
lost. ait aR oe 
T think you have. eae a happy choice of rural amuse- 


/ 
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ments ; the protection of the bees, and.the. destruction.of 
the-hop,insect. I wish success,to your experiments, and. 
shallbe glad to hear the-result... Your Theory of Insects. 
appears the most ingenious and plausible of any that have. 
hitherto been proposed by philosophers. us 
- Our hew constitution is now established with edicts 
States, aud the accession,of a.twelfth is, soon. expected. 
We-have had one session of, Congress. under it, which. was 
conducted, with..remarkable , prudence, and a good deal of 
unanimity.» Our, late harvests. were: plentiful, and our, 
produce still fetches a good price, through an, abundant, 
foreign demand, andthe flourishing state of our commerce. 
{ am ever, my dear friend, yours most affectionately, ; 
bigtiha neta ge noi... cpBy ER NaOMnsone 
¥¥ De BRE 


To Mr. Le Roy, or Viki ; 
“On the Affairs of France. 
Philadelphia, Nov: 13, 1789. 


Tig: now more than a year since'l have heard 
from my dear. friend Le Roy. What can be the reason? 
Are you still living? Or have the mob of Paris mistaken 
the head of a monopoliser of knowledge, for aanonopoliser 
of corn, and paraded it about the streets upon a pole !. 

_ Great, part of the news we have had from. Panis, feat 
near a. year past, has been very afflicting. I sincerely. wish 
and pray it may all end well.and happy both for the. king 
and the nation,. The voice of Philosophy 1, apprehend 
can hardly, be. heard among those tumults,. If any, thing 
material, in that, way had, occurred, I am. persuaded you, 


ee ay “ 


| eo A Membertofithe French Academy of Sciences.) 


f 
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would have acquainted me with it. However pray Jet me 
hear from you)a little oftener; for though the distance is 
great, andthe means’ of conveying letters not very regular, 
a year’s silence between. fiers must needs give uneasi~ 
ness... > . Shee Pah ed spOVEAy (8 ach sib icwithi 
» Our new Gonewiation ‘is now ‘established, and sip. an 
appeararice that promises permanency ; butin this world 
nothing canbe said'to be’¢ertain, except death and taxes ! 
My health continues muchas it has been for sometime 
except that. I grow thinner‘and weaker, so that. s caniiot 
expect to hold out much lofiger.) 9 0 
My respects to your good brother, and to our friends oa 
the Academy, which always has my best’ wishes for its 
prosperity and glory. Adieu my dear friend, and believe 
me ever yours most affectionately, B. FRANKLIN. | 
To Daviv Hart ey, Eso. 
right in France.—Friendship between Great Bri- 
tain and her, . Ancient. Colonies. « 


‘' Philadelphia, ite 4; sci 

oMy very inate Havaioy! Lik 
I received your favour of ee last. aMail 
kind condolences, on the painful state of ‘miy héalth, are 
very obliging. I am thankful to God however that among 
the numerous ills human life is subject to, one only. of any 
importance is fallen to my lét; and that so lieth as. almost 
to insure that it can be but of ahiort duration. -)) 9 > 
The convulsions i in France are attended silly some dis- 
agreeable circumstances ; but if by the struggle she obtains 
and secures for the nation its future liberty, and a good 
constitution, a few years enjoyment of those blessings will — 
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amply repair all the damages their acquisition may have 
occasioned. God grant that not only the love of liberty, 
but a thorough knowledge of the rights of manj may 
pervade all the nations of the earth, so that a philosopher 
may set his foot any where on its surface, and say, this is 
my country !+-Your wishes for a ¢ordial and perpetual | 
friendship between Britain and ‘her ancient colonies “are 
manifested continually in every one of your'letters to me 
something of my disposition on’ the ‘same ‘subject’ may 
appear to you in casting your eye over thé inclosed paper." 
I do not by this opportunity send you ary of our Gazettes ; 
because thie postage from Liverpool-would be more than 
they are worth. © I can now only add’ my best wishes of 
every kind of felicity for the three amiablé Hartleys, to 
whom I have the honour of being an affectionate ‘friend 
and most obedient humble servant, B. FRANKLIN. 


To Mrs. Mzcom, ar Boston.” | 
Baron Trenck’s History—Sacred Music. ‘ 
Dear Sister, Philadelphia, Dec. 17, 1789. 
You tell me you are desired by an acquaintance 
to ask my opinion whether the general circumstances 
mentioned i in the history of Baron Trenck are. founded i im 
fact; to which I can only answer, that of. the greatest 
part of those circumstances, the scene being laid in. 
Germany, I must consequently be very ignorant; but of 
what he says, as having passed ‘in’ France, between the 
ministers of that country, himself, and me, can speak 
_ positively that it is founded in falsehood, and that the fact 
ar ad ruMe ae ae : Wah ACs: ips osx 


¢ Py tye 
HS 4 


” * Uncertain what paper. > 
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can only serve to confound, as I never, saw him in, that 
country, nor, ever knew or heard. of him. any where, till 1 
met with. the above mentioned history in print, im the 
German. language, in which he ventured to. relate it.as a 
fact, that I had, with those ministers, solicited him to enter 
into, the American service,. A translation of that book 
into French has. since been printed, but the. translator has: 
omitted that pretended fact, probably from an apprehension 
that i its being in that country known not to, be true, might 
hurt the credit and sale of the translation. : ae 
I thank you for the sermon on Sacred Music ; I have 
read i it with pleasure. . 1 think it a very ingenious compo- 
sition. You will say this is natural enough, if you read 
what I have formerly w ritten on the same subject in one 
of my printed letters, wherein you will, find.a perfect 
agreement of ‘sentiment, respecting the complex. music, of 
late, in my opinion, too much in vogue; it being ‘only 
pleasing to learned ears who can be delighted with the 
difficulty of execution instead of harmony and. melody. 
Your affectionate brother, . yi FRANKLIN, 


Be nee WEBSTER, Heou 


On the English Language. — Improper ‘Use of certain 
Words in America. — Universality of the French Lan- 
-_ Buage:— Improvements i in Printing recommended, 


| Dear Sir, , Philadelphia, Dec. 26, 1789. 


. [received some time since your << Diosrtaticne | 
On the + English Language.’ The book’ was not accoms 
panied by any letter or message, informing me to whom I 
_ am obliged for it, but I suppose it is to yourself. . It is 
an‘excellent work, and will be greatly useful in turning 
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the thoughts of our countrymen to correct writing. Please 
to accept my thanks for the great honour you have done 
me in its dedication. I ought to have made this ackyow- 
— sooner, but much. indisposition prevented me. . 
“i cannot but applaud your zeal for 1 preserving the purity 
of our language, both in its expressions and pronunciation, 
and in correcting the popular errors several of our States 
are continually falling into with respect to both. “Give 
me leave to mention some of them, though possibly they 
may have already occurred to you. I wish however i In 
some future publication of yours you would set a dis- 
countenancing mark upon them. The first I remember 
is the word zmproved. When I left New England i in the 
year 1723, this word had never been used among us as far 
as I know, but in the sense of ameliorated, or made better, 
except once ina very old book of Dr. Mather’s, entitled 
“ Remarkable Providences.” As that eminent man wrote 
a very obscure hand, I remember that when I read that word 
in his book, used instead of the word imployed, I conjec- 
tured it was an error of the printer, who had mistaken a 
too short / in the writing for an 7, and a y with too short 
a tail for a v; whereby imployed was converted into 
amproved.. But when 1 returned to Boston in 1733 T 
found this change had obtained favour, and was. then 
become common ; for I met with it often in perusing’ the 
newspapers, where it frequently made an appearance rather’ 
ridiculous.. Such for instance as the advertisement of a, 
country house to be sold, which had been ‘many years, 
_ improved as a tavern; and in the character of a deceased 
-country-gentleman, that he, had been for more than 30 
years wmproved as a justice of the peace. This use of the 
word improved is peculiar to New England, and not to 
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be met with among any other speakers of English, either 
on this or the other side of the water.) (0000). ) oe 
. During my late absence in France, I find that several 
other new words have been introduced into our ‘parlia+ 
mentary language; for example, I finda verb formed from 
the substantive notice. I.should not: have NotT1CED this 
were tt not that the gentleman, &c. Also another verb 
from the-substantive advocate; the gentleman who anvo+ 
CATES or has ADVOCATED thai motion, &c: Another 
from the substantive. progress, the most awkward and 
abominable of the three; the commitiee having: PRO 
GRESSED resolved to adjourn. The word opposed,;though 
not a new word, I find used in a. new manner, as, the 
gentlemen who are OPPOSED to this measure ;~to which, 
Lhave also myself always:been oprosED. If youshould 
happen to be of my opinion with respect to. these innova= 
tions, you will use your authority in reprobating them. 
The Latin Language, long the vehicle used: im distnibus 
ting knowledge among the different nations of. Europe; is 
daily more and more neglected; and one of the modern ; 
tongues, viz. the French, seems in point of universality to — 
have supplied its place; itis spoken in all the courts of 
Europe; and most of the literati, those even. who do: 
not speak it, have acquired knowledge enough of it to: 
enable them easily to read the booksthat are written imite 
This gives a considerable advantage to that. nation;. it 
enables its authors to inculcate and. spread throughout 
other nations such sentiments and opmions on important 
‘points as can most neiansinii to its interests, maar 


1 This verb has since bonis sae and ‘is frequen enleged 
if the British Parliamenti) 6) (uiyiwooe, th Baw! Door 
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contribute. to its reputation by - promoting the: common 
interests of mankind. ~It.is. perhaps: owing to its being 
written mi French, that Voltaire’s Treatise on Toleration 
has had so sudden and’so great an effect om the bigotry. of 
Europe, as almost entirely to disarm it. ‘The general use 
of the French language has likewise avery ‘advantageous 
effect on the profits of the bookselling «brauch of! com- 
merce, it being well known that the more copies can’ be 
sold that are struck off from one composition of types; 
the: profits ineréase in a much greater proportion than they 
do in making a great. number of ‘pieces in any other kind 
of manufacture... And-at present there is no capital town 
in’ Europe: without a French: bookseller’s shop’ corres- 
ponding with Paris. Our English bids fair to obtain the 
second place. The great body of excellent printed: ser 
mons in our language, and the freedom of our writings on 
political subjects, have induced a‘ number of divines ef 
different sécts and nations, as -wellas gentlemen concerned 
in public: affairs, to study it; so’ far at least as" to read’ itt 
And “ifiwe were to badeciogent the facilitating its progress, 
the study of our tongue might become much more general. 

Those who have’ employed some parts of their time in 
learning a new’ language, have frequently observed, that 
while their acquaintance with it was imperfect, difficulties 
small in themselves. operated as great ones in’ obstructing 
their ‘progress. A’ book,*for example, ill ‘printed, or 4 
pronunciation ‘in ‘speaking, not well articulated, would 
render a sentence ‘unintelligible;) which from a clear print 
or a distinct: speakerwould have been immediately compre: 
hended.  If:therefore-we would have the benefit of ‘seeing 
our language: more generally known’ among mankind; we 

should endeayour to remove all the: difficulties, however 
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small, that discourage the learning it. But I am sorry to 
observe that of late years those difficulties, instead of being 
diminished, have been augmented. In examining the 
English books that were printed between the restoration 
and the accession of George the second, we may observe, 
that all substantives were begun with a capital, in which 
we imitated our mother tongue the German; this was 
more particularly useful to those who were not well 
acquainted with the English; there being such a pro- 
digious number of our words that are both verbs and 
substantives and spelt in the same manner, though often 
accented differently in the pronunciation. This method 
has, by the fancy of printers, of late years been laid aside, 
from an idea that suppressing the capitals shows the 
character to greater advantage; those letters prominent 
above the line disturbing its even regular appearance. 
The effect of this change is so considerable, that a learned 
man of France who used to read our books, though not 
perfectly acquainted with our language, in conversation 
with me on the subject of our authors, attributed the 
greater obscurity he found in our modern books, compared 
with those of the period above mentioned, to change of 
style for the worse in our writers; of which mistake [ 
convinced him by marking for him each substantive with 
a capital in a paragraph, which he then easily understood, 
though before he could not comprehend it. This shows 
the inconvenience of that pretended improvement. . From 
the same fondness for an even and uniform appearance of 
characters in the line, the printers have of late banished 
also the Italic types in which words of importance to be 
attended to in the sense of the sentence, and words on 
which an emphasis should be put in reading, used to be 
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printed.,.And lately another fancy has induced some 
printers ie use the short round s instead of the long one, 
which formerly served well to distinguish a word readily 
by. its varied appearance. Cer tainly the omitting this 
prominent letter makes the line appear more even ; but 
renders it less immediately legible, as the paring all men’s 
noses might smooth and level their face, but would 
render their physiognomies less distinguishable. Add to 
all these improvements backwards, another modern fancy 
that grey printing is more beautiful than black ; hence the 
English new books are printed in so dim a character as to 
be read with difficulty by old eyes, unless in a very strong 
light and with good glasses. Whoever compares a volume 
of the Gentleman’s Magazine printed between the years 
1781 and 1740, with one of those printed i in the last ten 
years, will be convinced of the much greater degree of 
perspicuity given by black ink than by grey. Lord 
Chesterfield pleasantly remarked this difference to Faulk- 
ener, the printer of the. Dublin Journal, who was vainly 
making encomiums on his own paper, as the most complete 
of: any in the world,—“ but Mr. Faulkener,” said my 
Lord, « don’t you think it might be still farther improved 
by using paper and ink not quite so near of a colour?” 
For all these reasons [ cannot but wish that our American 
printers would in their editions avoid these fancied i improve- 
ments, and thereby render. their works more agreeable to 
foreigners i in Europe, to the great advantage of our book- 
selling commerce. 

Further, to be more ‘sensible of the advantage of ae 
and distinct printing, let us consider the assistance it affords 
in reading well aloud to an auditory. In so doing the eye 
generally. slides forward. three or four words before the 
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voice. If the sight clearly distinguishes what the coming 
words are, it gives time to order the modulation of the 
voice to express them properly. But if they are obscurely 
printed or disguised by omitting the capitals and long s’s 
or otherwise, the reader is apt to modulate wrong, and 
finding he has done so he is obliged to go back and begin 
the sentence again, which lessens the pleasure of the 
hearers. This leads me to mention an old error in our 
mode of printing. We are sensible that when a question 
is met with in reading, there is a proper variation to be 
used in the management of the voice. We have therefore 
a point called an interrogation, affixed to the question in 
order to distinguish it. But this is absurdly placed at its 
end; so that the reader does not discover it, till he finds 
he has wrongly modalated his voice, and is therefore — 
obliged to begin again the sentence. To prevent this the 
Spanish printers, more sensibly, place an interrogation at 
the beginning as well as at the end of a question. We 
have another error of the same, kind in printing plays, 
where something often occurs that is marked as spoken 
aside. But the word aside is placed at the end of the 
speech, when it ought to precede it, as a direction to the 
reader that he may govern his voice accordingly. The | 
practice of our ladies in meeting five or six together to 
form a little busy party where each is employed in some 
useful work while one reads to them, is so commendable 
in itself that it deserves the attention of authors and printers 
to make it as pleasing as possible, both to the reader and 
hearers. | 
After these general observations permit me to make one 
that I imagine may regard your interest. It is that your 
spelling book is miserably printed here, so as in many 
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places to be scarcely legible, and on wretched paper. If 
this. is not attended to, and the new one lately advertised 
as coming out, should be preferable in these respects, it 
one hurt the future sale of yours. | 

“I congratulate you on your marriage, of which the 
newspapers inform me. My best wishes attend you, 
being with sincere esteem, Sir, your most obedient and 
most-bumble servant, | B. Franxuin. 


Letrer rrom Dr. StiLes, Presipent or YALE 
Co.iece, &c. To Dr. FRANKLIN. 


Requesting his Portrait for Yale College, and wishing to 
_ be made acquainted with his religious Sentiments. 


SIR, Yale College, Jan. 28, 1790. 


We have lately received Governor Yale’s por- 
trait’ from his family in London, and deposited it in the 
College Library, where is also deposited one of Governor 
Saltonstall’s. I have also long wished that we might be 
honoured also with that of Dr. Franklin. In*the course 
of your long life, you may probably have become pos- 
sessed of several portraits of yourself. Shall I take too 
great a liberty, in humbly asking a donation of one of them 
to. Yale College? You obliged me with a mezzotinto— 
picture of yourself many years ago,'which I often view 
with pleasure. But the canvass is more permanent. We 
wish to be possessed of the durable resemblance of the 
American Patriot and Philosopher: You have merited 
and received all the honours of the republic of letters ; 
and are going to a world, where all sublunary glories will 
be lost in the glories of immortality. Should jou shine 
throughout the intellectual and stellary universe, with the 
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eminence and distinguished lustre with which you have 
appeared in this little detached part of the creation, you 
would be what I most fervently wish to you, Sir, what- 
ever may be my fate in eternity. The grand climacteric 
in which I now am, reminds me of the interesting scenes 
of futurity. You know, Sir, that I am a Christian, and 
-would.to heaven all others were such as I am, except my 
imperfections and deficiencies of moral character. As 
much as I know of Dr. Franklin, I have not an idea of 
his religious sentiments. I wish to know the opinion of 
my venerable friend concerning Jesus of Nazareth. He 
will not impute this to impertinence or improper curiosity, 
in one, who for so many years has continued to love, - 
estimate, and reverence his abilities and literary character, 

with an ardour and affection bordering on adoration. « If 
L have said too much let the request be blotted out, and 

be no more; and yet I shall never cease to wish you that 

‘happy immortality which I believe Jesus alone has pur- 

chased for the virtuous and truly good of every religious 

denomination in Christendom, and for those of every age, 

nation, and mythology, who reverence the deity, are filled 

_with integrity, righteousness, and benevolence. Wishing 

you every blessing, I am, dear Sir, your most obedient 
‘servant, Ezra STives.: 


ANSWER TO THE REVEREND PRESIDENT StiLes. 


Philadelphia, March 9, 1790. 
REVEREND, AND Dezar SiR, 
| I received your kind letter of pre: 28, aad 
am glad you have at length received the portrait of Go- 
vernor Yale from his family, and deposited it in the 
College tibrary. He was a great and good man, and had — 
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the merit of doing infinite service to your country by his 
munificence to that institution. ‘The honour you propose 
domg me, by placing mine in the same room with his, is 
much too great for my deserts; but you always had a 
partiality for me, and to that it must be ascribed. I am 
however too much obliged to Yale College, the first 
learned society that took notice of me and adorned me 
with its honours, to refuse a request that comes from it 
through so esteemed a friend. But I do not think any 
one of the portraits yon mention as in my possession 
worthy of the situation and company you propose to 
place it in.» You have an excellent. artist lately arrived." 
If he will undertake to make one for you, 1 shall cheer- 
fully pay the expence: but he must not delay setting 
about it, or I may slip through his fingers, for I am now 
in my 85th year, and very infirm. | 

Tsend with this a very learned work as it seems to me, 
on the ancient Samaritan Coins, lately printed in Spain, 
and: at least curious for the beauty of the impression. 
Please to accept it for your College library. [have sub- 
scribed for the Encyclopedia now printing here, with the 
intention of presenting it to the College. I shall probably 
depart before the work is finished, but shall leave direc- 
tions for its continuance to the end. With this you will 
receive some of the first numbers. : 

You desire to know something of my religion. Tt is 
the first time I have ‘been questioned upon it. But I 
cannot take your curiosity amiss, and shall endeavour. in 
a few words to gratify it. Here is my creed: I. believe 


* Supposed to be Sruarr, an eminent portrait-painter, lately 
returned from Europe to his native country... 
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in one God, the creator of the universe. That he: governs 
it by his Providence. That he ought to be worshipped. 
That the most acceptable service we render to him is 
doing good to his other children. That the soul of man 
is immortal, and will be treated with justice in another 
-Jife respecting its conduct in this. These I take to be 
the fundamental points in all sound religion, and I regard 
them as you do in whatever sect I meet with them.” As 
to Jésus of Nazareth, my opinion of whom you particu- 
larly desire, I think the system of morals and his religion 
as he left them to us, the best the world ever saw or is 
like to see; but I apprehend it has received various cor- 
rupting ‘changes, and I have with most of the present 
dissenters in England, some doubts as to his divinity ; 
though it is'a question I do not dogmatise upon, having 
never studied it, and think it needless to busy myself with 
it now, when I expect soon an opportunity of knowing 
the truth with less trouble. I’see no harm however in its 
‘being believed, if that belief has the good consequence, as 
probably it has, of making his doctrmes more respected 
and more observed ; especially as I do not perceive that 
the Supreme takes it amiss by distinguishing the unbe- 
lievers in his government of the world with any peculiar 
marks of his displeasure. I shall only add respecting 
myself, that having experienced the goodness of that bemg 
in conducting me prosperously through a long life, I have 
no doubt of its continuance in the next, though without 
the smallest conceit of meriting such goodness. My 
sentiments on this-head you will see m the copy of anold — 


1 « For modes of faith let graceless zealots fight, 
His can’t be: wrong whose’ life is in the right.” 
POPE. 
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letter inclosed,* which I wrote in answer to. one from an 
old religionist whom I had relieved in a paralytic case by 
electricity, and who being afraid I should grow proud 
upon it, sent me his serious though rather impertinent 
caution. I send you also the copy of another letter,” 
which will show something of my disposition relating to 
religion. With great and sincere esteem and affection, 

. Lam, &c. B. FRANKLIN. 


P. s. Had not your College some ie est of books 
from the King of France? ‘Please to let me know if you 
had an expectation given you of more, and the nature of 
that expectation? I have a reason for the enquiry. 

T confide that you will not expose me to criticisms and 
censures by publishing any part of this communication to 
you. I have ever let others. enjoy their religious senti- 
ments without reflecting on them for those that appeared 
to me unsupportable or even absurd. _ All sects here, and 
‘we have a great variety, have experienced my good will in 
assisting them with subscriptions for. the buildmg their 
new places of worship, and as I have never opposed any 
of their doctrines, I hope to go out of the world in peace 
with them all, 


elit ous To * * *, 
Dear Sir, : (Without date.) 
T have read your manuscript with some atten- 
‘tion. By si argument it contains ee a particular 
* Supposed to be the Letter to George Whitfield, dated June 6, 


1753, p. 1 
B Uncertain : perhaps the following one? 
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Providence, though you allow a general Providence, you 
strike at the foundations of all religion. For without the 
belief of a Providence that takes cognizance of, guards 
and guides, and may favour particular persons, there is no 
motive to worship a Deity, to fear its displeasure, or to 
pray for its protection. I will not enter into any discus- 
sion of your principles, though you seem to desire it. SAt . 
present I shall only give you my opinion, that though your 
reasonings are subtle, and may prevail with some readers, 
you will not succeed so as to change the general senti- 
ments of mankind on that subject, and the consequence of 
printing this piece will be, a great deal of odium drawn 
upon yourself, mischief to you, and no benefit to others. 
He that spits against the wind, spits in his own face. 
But were you to succeed, do you imagine any good would 
be done by it? You yourself may find it easy to live a 
virtuous life without the assistance afforded by religion ; 
you having a clear perception of the advantages of virtue, 
and the disadvantages of vice, and possessing a strength of 
resolution sufficient to enable you to resist common temp- 
tations. But think how great a portion of mankind 
consists of weak and ignorant men and women, and of 
inexperienced inconsiderate youth of both sexes, who 
have need of the motives of religion to restrain them from 
vice, to support their virtue, and retain them in the prac- 
tice of it till it becomes habitual, which is the great point 
for its security. And perhaps you are indebted to her. 
originally, that is to your religious education, for the habits 
of virtue upon which you now justly value yourself. You 
might easily display your excellent talents of reasoning 
upon a less hazardous subject, and thereby obtain a rank 
with our most distinguished authors. For among us it is 
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not necessary as among the Hottentots, that a youth to be 
raised into the company of men should prove his manhood 
by beating his mother. - I would advise you therefore 
not to attempt unchaining the tiger, but to burn this piece 
before it is seen by any other person, whereby you will 
saye yourself a great deal of mortification from the enemies 
it may raise against you, and perhaps a good deal of regret 
and repentance. If men are so wicked with religion, 
what would they be if without it? I intend this letter 
itself as a proof of my friendship, and therefore add no 
professions to it; but subscribe simply yours, 
B. FRANKLIN. 


* Montesquieu says, “ La Religion, méme fausse, est le meil- 
leur garant que les hommes puissent avoir de la Probité des 


hommes.” (Esprit des Loix Chap. 25. Liv. 8.) 
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- PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE. 


WEDGES iL A LOR 


“BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, 


PART Il. 
“LETTERS RELATING TO AMERICAN POLITICS. 


To JosrrpH Gatitoway, Eso. SPEAKER OF THE 
Hovust oF AssEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA. 


Repeal of Act restraining the legal Tender of Paper Mo- 
ney.— Mr. Grenville —Mr. Townsend.—The salt Duty. 
—Change of Ministry predicted. 

Dear Sir, London, June 13, 1767. 

In my last of May 20th, I mentioned my 
hopes that we should at length get over all obstructions to 
the repeal of the act restraining the legal tender of paper 
money ; but those hopes are now greatly lessened. 

The ministry had agreed to the repeal, and the notion 
that had possessed them that they might make a revenue 
from paper money, in appropriating the interest by par- 
liament, was pretty well removed by my assuring them, 
that it was my opinion no colony would make money on 


/ 
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those terms, and that the benefits arising to the commerce 
of this country in America from a plentiful currency would 
therefore be lost, and the repeal answer no end, if the as- 
semblies were not allowed to appropriate the interest them 
selves ; that the crown might get a great share upon oc- 
casional requisitions, I made no doubt by voluntary ap- 
propriations of the assemblies ; but they would never es- 
tablish such funds as to make themselves unnecessary, to 
government, &c. Those and other reasons that were 
urged seemed to satisfy them, and we began to think all 
would go smoothly, and the merchants prepared their pe+ 
tition on which the repeal was to be founded. But in 
the house when the Chancellor of the Exchequer had gone 
through his proposed American revenue, viz. by duties on 
glass, china ware, paper, pasteboard, colours, tea, &c. 
Grenville stood up and, undervalued them all as. trifles ; 
and said he, “ ll tell the honourable gentleman of a 
revenue that will produce something valuable in America : 
make paper money for the colonies, issue it upon loan 
there, take the interest and apply it as you think proper.” 
Mr. Townsend finding the house listened to this, and seem- 
ed to like it, stood up again, and said “ that was a pro- 
position of his own which he had intended to make with 
the rest, but it had slipt his memory, and the gentleman, 
who must have heard of it, now unfairly would take advan+ 
tage of that slip and make a merit to himself of a proposi- 
tion that was another’s, and as a proof of it, assured the 
house a bill was prepared for the purpose and would be 
laid before them.” ‘This startled all our friends ; and the 
merchants concluded to keep back their petition for a 
while, till things appeared a little clearer, lest their friends 
in America should blame them as having furnished founda- 
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tion for an act that must have been disagreeable to the co- 
lonies: | found the rest of the ministry did not like this 
proceeding ofthe Chancellor’s, but there was no. going om 
with our scheme against his declaration, and as he daily. 
talked of resigning, there. being no good agreement be- 
tween him and the rest; and as: we found the general. pre- 
judice against the colonies so strong in the house, that any 
thing in the shape of a favor to them all was like to meet 
with great opposition, whether he was out or in, I -pro- 
posed to Mr. Jackson, the putting our colony foremost as 
we stood in a pretty good light, and asking the favor. for 
us alone... This he agreed. might be proper in case the 
chancellor should go out, and undertook to bring ina bill 
for that purpose, provided the Philadelphia merchants 
would petition for it, and he wished to have, such petition 
ready to present if an opening for it should offer. Accord- 
ingly I applied to them and prepared a draft of a petition 
for them to sign, a copy of which I send you inclosed. 
They seemed generally for the measure ; but apprehend- 
ing the merchants of the other colonies, who had hitherto 
gone hand in hand with us in all American affairs, might 
take umbrage if we now separated from them, it was 
thought right to call a meeting of the whole to consult 
upon this proposal. At this meeting I represented to 
them as the ground of this measure, that the colonies being 
generally out of favor at present, any hard clause relating 
to paper money in the repealing bill will be more. easily 
received in parliament if the bill related to all.the colonies : 
that Pennsylvania being in some degree of favor might 
possibly alone obtain a better act than the whole ‘could 
do, as it might by government be thought as good policy 
to show favor where there had been obedience, as resent- 


PART II. OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 285 


ment where there had been the reverse. That a good 
act obtained by Pennsylvania might another year, when 
the resentment against the colonies should be abated, be 
made use of as a precedent, &c. Kc. But after a good 
deal of debate it was finally concludéd not to precipitate 
matters, it being very dangerous by any kind of petition 
to furnish the chancellor with a horse on which he could 
put what saddle he thought fit: the other merchantsseem- 
ed rather averse to the Pennsylvania merchants proceeding 
alone, but said they were certainly at liberty to do as they 
thought proper. The conelusion of the Pennsylvania 
merchants was to wait awhile holding the separate peti- 
tion ready to’sign and present if a proper opening should 
appear this session, but otherwise to reserve it to the next, 
‘when the complexion of ministers and measures may pro- 
bably. be changed. And as this session now draws to a 
conclusion, I begin to think nothing will be farther done 
init this year. 

- Mentioning the merchants, puts me in mind of some 
discourse I heard among them, that was by no means 
agreeable. It was said that in the opposition they gave 
the Stamp act and their endeavours to obtain the repeal, 
they had spent at their meeting, and in expresses to all 
parts of this country, and for a vessel to carry the joyful 
news to North America, and in the entertainments given | 
our’ friends of both houses &c. near 1500/.; that for all 
_ this except from the little colony of Rhode island they had 
mot received so much as a thank ye. ‘That on the con- 
trary the circular letters they had written with the best in- 
tentions to the merchants of the several colonies, contain- 
ing their best and most friendly advice, were either an- 
swered. with unkind reflections, or contemptuously left 
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without answer. And that the captain of the vessel they 
sent express with the news, having met with misfortunes, 
that obliged him to travel by land through all the colonies 
from New Hampshire to Pennsylvania, was every where 
treated with neglect and contempt, instead of civility and 
hospitality ; and no where with more than at Philadelphia, 
where, though he delivered letters to the merchants that 
must make him and his errand known to them, no one took 
the least notice of him. I own I was ashamed to hear 
all this, but hope there is some mistake in it. I should 
not have troubled you with this account, but that I think 
we stand in truth greatly obliged to the merchants who are 
a very respectable body, and whose friendship is worth 
preserving, as it may greatly help us on future occasions $ 
and therefore I wish some decent acknowledgments or 
thanks were sent from the assemblies of the baat since 
their correspondents have omitted it. 

L have said the less of late in my letters concerning the 
petitions, because [ hoped this summer to have an oppor- 
"tunity of communicating every thing v7va voce, and there 
are particulars that cannot safely be trusted to paper. Per- 
haps I may be more determined, as to returning or stay- 
ing another winter, when 1 receive my next letters from 
you and my other friends in Philadelphia. 

We got the chancellor to drop his Salt duty. And the 
merchants trading to Portugal and Spain, he says, have 
made‘such a clamour about the intention of suffering ships 
to go directly with wine, fruit, and oil from those countries 
to America that he has dropped that scheme, and we are 
jt seems to labor a little longer under the inconveniences 
‘of the restraint. ae 

It is said the bill to suspend the legislatures of New 
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York and Geotgia till they comply with the act of ‘parlia- 
ment for quartering soldiers will pass this session, I fear 
that imprudencies on both sides may step by step bring 
on the most mischievous consequences. It. is imagined 
here that this act will enforce immediate compliance ; and 
if the people should be quiet, content themselves with the 
laws they have, and let the matter rest, till in some future 
war the king wanting aids from them, and finding himself 
restrained in his legislation by the act as much as the peo- 
ple, shall think fit by his ministers to propose the repeal, 
the parliament will be greatly disappointed ; and per- 
haps it may take this turn. I wish nothing worse may 
happen. | ) Hchbb 0) 

The present ministry will probably continue through 
this session. But their disagreement, with the total ina« 
bility of Lord Chatham through sickness to do any busi- 
ness, must bring on some change before next winter. I 
wish it may be for the better, but fear the contrary, 

Please to present my dutiful respects to the assembly, 
and believe me ever, dear sir, yours and the committee’s 
most obedient and faithful humble servant, : 

B. Franxurn. 


To JoserH Gattoway, Eso. 


Attempt to form a Coalition of Parties, in a new Mi- 
_ nistry—Right claimed to tar the Colonies.— Paper 
Money, 

| Dear Sir, | London, August 8, 1767. 
I have before me your favors iof April 28, 
May 21 and 26. The confusion among our great ‘men 
still continues as much as ever, and a melancholy thing it 
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is to consider, that instead, of employing the present lei- 
sure of peace in such measures as might extend-our com- 
merce, pay off our debts, secure, allies and. increase the 
strength and ability of the nation to support a future war, 
the whole seems to be wasted in party contentions, about 
places of power and profit, in court intrigues and cabals, 
and in abusing one another. ) 
There has lately been an attempt to make a kind of coa- 
lition-of parties in a new ministry, but it fell through, and 
the present set is like to continue for some time longer; 
which Lam rather pleased with, as some of those who 
were proposed to be introduced are professed adversaries 
to America, which is now made one of the distinctions of 
party here; those who have in the two last sessions 
shown a disposition to favor us, being called-by way of 
reproach, Americans ; while the other adherents to Gren- 
ville and Bedford value themselves on being true to the 
interests of Britain, and zealous for maintaining its dignity 
and sovereignty over the colonies. This distinction will, 
it is apprehended, be carried much higher in the next ses- 
sion, for the political purpose of influencing the. ensuing 
election. It is already given out that the compliance of 
New York in providing for the quarters, without takmg 
notice of its being done in obedience to the act of parlia- 
ment, is evasive and unsatisfactory. ‘That it is high time 
to put the right and power of this country to tax the colo- 
nies out of dispute, by an Act of Taxation effectually car- 
ried into execution, and that all the colonies should be 
obliged explicitly ‘to acknowledge that right. Every step 
is taking to render the taxing America a popular measure 
here, by continually insisting on the topics of our wealth 
aud flourishing circumstances, while this country is loaded 


rd 
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with debt,’ great part of it incurred on our account, the 
distress of the poor here by the multitude and weight of 
taxes, &c. &c. and. though the traders and manufacturers 
may possibly be kept in our interest, the idea of an Ame- 
rican tax is very pleasing to the landed men, who’ there- 
fore readily receive and propagate these sentiments wher- 
ever they have influence. If such a bill should be brought 
in, it is hard to say what would be the event of i it, or what 
would be the effects. Those who oppose it, though they 
should be strong enough to throw it out, would be stig- 
matised as Americans, betrayers of Old England, &c. and 
perhaps our friends by this means being excluded, .a ma. 
jority of our adversaries may get in, and then the act in 
fallibly passes the following session. To avoid the dan- 
ger of such exclusion perhaps little’ opposition will be 
given, and then it passes immediately. Iknow not what 
to advise upon this oceasion, but that we should all do our 
endeavours on both sides the Ww ater to lessen the present uns 
popularity of the American cause, conciliate the affections’ 
of people here towards us, increase by all possible means 
the number of our friends, and be careful not to weaken 
their hands and strengthen those of our enemies, by rash 
proceedings on our side, the mischiefs of which are incon- 
ceivable. »Some of our friends have thought that a publi- — 
cation of my examination here, might answer some of the 
above purposes, by removing prejudices, and refuting false- 
hoods, and demonstrating our merits with regard to: this 
country.’ It is accordingly printed and has. a great run. 
Ihave another piece in hand which I intend to put out 
about the time of the meeting of parliament, if those I con- 
sult with shall judge that it may be of service, — 

» The next session of parliament will probably be a iu 

fae T 
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one, on account of the following election. And I am now 
advised by some of our great friends here to see that out, 
not returning to America till the spring. My presence in- 
deed is necessary there to settle some private affairs. Un- 
foreseen and unavoidable difficulties have hitherto ob- 
structed our proceedings in the main intent of my coming 


over, and perhaps (though I think my being here has not 


been altogether unserviceable) our friends in the Assembly 
may begin to. be discouraged and tired of the expence. 
If that should be the case I would not have you propose 
to continue me as agent at the meeting of the new As- 
sembly; my endeavours to serve the province in what E 
may while I remain here, shall not be lessened by that 
omission. : 

[am glad you have made a trial of paper money not @- 
legal tender. The quantity being small may perhaps be 
kept up in full credit notwithstanding ; and if that can be 
avoided, I am not for applying here agai very soon for a 


repeal of the restraining Act. 1 am afraid an ill use will 


be made of it, ‘The plan of our adversaries is to render 
Assemblies in America useless; and to have a revenue 
indeperident of their grants, for all the purposes of their 
defence, and supporting governments among them. It is 
our interest to prevent this. And that they may not lay 
hold of our necessities for paper money, to draw arevenue 
from that article, whenever they grant us the liberty we 
(aut of making it a legal tender, I wish some other me- 


thod may be fallen upon of supporting its credit. What 


think you of getting all the merchants, traders, and prin- 
cipal people of all sorts to join in petitions to the Assem- 
bly for a moderate eimission, the petition being 9accompa- 
nied with a mutual engagement to take it in all dealings at 
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the rates fixed by law? Such an engagement had a great 
effect in fixing the value and rates of our gold and silver. 
Or, perhaps,'a bank might be established that would an- 
swer all purposes. Indeed I think with you that those 
merchants here who have made difficulties on the subject 
of the legal tender have not “ understood their own inte- 
rests. For there can be no doubt, that should a scarcity 
of money continue among us, we shall take off less of their 
merchandise and attend more to manufacturing and raising 
the necessaries and superfluities of life among ourselves 
which we now receive from them.” And perhaps this con- 
sequence would attend our making no paper money at all 
of any sort, that being thus by a want of cash driven to 
industry and frugality, we should gradually become more 
rich without their trade, than we can possibly be with it, 

and by keeping in the country . the ‘real cash that comes 
into it, have in time a quantity sufficient for all our occa- 
stons. But I suppose our people wil scarce have pas 
tience to wait for this. * 

I have received the printed votes, but not the laws. I 
hear nothing yet of any objection made by the proprieta- 
ries to any of them at the Board of Trade. 

Please to present my duty to the Assembly, with thanks 
for their care of me, and assure them of my most faithful 
services. With sincerest esteem and respect, I na da 
dear friend, ei most t affectionately, 

' i B. FRANKLIN. — 


> 
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Pad ‘GovERNOR Franxutn, New Jersny. 

Conversation with Lord Shelburne and Mr. Conway on 
_ American, affairs— Paper Money.—De Guerchy.— 
Monsieur Durand the French Minister Plenipoten- 
_tiary, curious about American affairs. r ' ne 

DrarnSon,' © |» London, August 28, 1767. 
| [ have. no letter. of yours since my last, in 

which E answered all preceding ones. 
~- Gastweek I dined at Lord Shelbume’s, and had a long 
conversation with him and Mr. Conway (there. being. no 
other company), on the subject of reducing American ex- 
pense. They have it in contemplation to return the ma- 
nagement of Indian affairs into the hands of the’several pro- 
vinces on which the nations border, that the colonies may 
bear the charge of treaties, &e. which they think will thea 
be managed more frugally, the treasury being tired with 
* the immense drafts of the superintendants, &c.) took 
ll “the opportunity of urging it as one means of saving e€X- 
pense in supporting the out-posts, that a settlement should 
be made in the Illmois country ; expatiated: on the vari- 
ous advantages, viz. furnishing provisions cheaper to the 
garrisons, securing the country, retaining the trade, raising 
a strength there which, on occasion of a future war, might 
easily be poured down the ‘Missisippi upon the lower 
country, and into the Bay of Mexico, to be used against 
Cuba; or Mexico itself, &c. I mentioned your plan, its 
being approved by Sir William Johnson, the readiness 
and ability of the gentlemen concerned to carry the settle- 
ment into execution with very little expense to the crown, 
gc. &c. ‘The Secretaries appeared finally to be fully con- 
vineed, and there remained no obstacle but the Board of 
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‘Trade, which was to be brought over privately before the 
matter should be referred to them officially. In case of 
iaying aside the Superintendants, a. provision was thought 
of for Sir William Johnson, &e. We had a good deal of 
farther discourse on American affairs, | particularly on 
‘paper money: Lord Shelburne declared himself fully con- 
vinced of the utility of taking off the restraint, by my an- 
swer to the report of the Board of Trade. General Con- 
way had not seen it, and desired me to send it to him, 
which I did next morning. They: gave me expectation 
‘ofa repeal next session, Lord Clare being come over: but 
they said there was some difficulty with others. at the board 
who had’signed that report: for there was a good deal in 
what Soame Jenyns had laughingly said when asked to 
concur in some measure, I have no kind of objection to it, 
provided we have heretofore signed nothing to the contrary. 

In this conversation I did not forget our main Pennsyl- 
vania business, and I think’ made some farther progress, 


though but little: The two Secretaries seemed intent 


‘upon preparing business for next parliament, which makes 
‘me think, that the late projects of changes.are now quite 
over, and that they expect to continue in place. But whe- 
“ther they will do much or little, I cannot say. 

| De Guerchy the French Ambassador is gone. home, 
‘and Monsieur Durand is left Minister Plenipotentiary. 
‘He is‘extremely curious to inform himself in the- affairs 
of America ;\ pretends to have a great esteem for me, on 
‘account of the abilities shown in my examination; has de- 
sired to have all my political writings, invited me to dine 
“with him, «was very inquisitive, treated me with great ci- 
wility, makes me visits, &c. I fancy that intriguing nation 
‘would likewery well to meddle on occasion, and blow. up 
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the coals between Britain and her colonies y bat I hale 
we shall give. them no opportunity. 

“J write this in a great hurry, being setting out in an sel 
on another journey with my ‘steady good friend Sir John 
Pringle. We propose to visit Paris. Durand has given 
me letters of recommendation to the Lord knows who. 
Lam told I shall meet with “great respect there; but 
winds change and perhaps it will be full as well if I do 
not. We shall be gone about six weeks. I have a little 
private commission to transact, of which more another 
time. Communicate nothing of this letter but privately 
‘to our‘friend Galloway. Jam your affectionate’ father, | 

| &. FRANKLIN. 


To GovEeRNOR FRANKLIN. 


Governor Bernard.—Concersation with poet Sone Ne. 
— Dean Tucker -— Lord Clare. 


© Duar Son, London, Nov. 25, 1767. 
I think the New Yorkers have been very 

discreet in forbearing to write and publish against the late 
Act of Parliament. I wish the Boston people had been 
"as quiet, since Governor Bernard has sent over all their 
-yiolent papers to the ministry, and wrote them word that 
‘he daily expected a rebellion. He did indeed afterwards 
correct this extravagance by writing again that he now 
understood: those papers were approved but by few, and 
_ disliked by all the sober sensible people of the province. 
A certain noble Lord expressed himself to me with some 
disgust and contempt of B. on this occasion ; saying he 
‘ought to have known his people better, than to impute to 
the whole country sentiments that perhaps are only scrib- 
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bled by some madman in a garret ; that he appeared to 
be too fond of contention, and mistook the matter greatly, 
in supposing such letters as he wrote were acceptable to 
the ministry. I have heard nothing of the appointment 


of General, Clarke to New, York: but I know he isa 


friend of Lord Shelburne’ S, and the same that recom- 
mended Mr. Mc. Lean to be his secretary. . Perhaps it 
might be talked of in my absence. ish 
The Commissioners for the American Board went 
hence while [ was in France; you know before this time 


who they are, and how they are received, which | want to 


hear. Mr. Williams, who is gone in some office with 
them, is brother to our cousin Williams of Boston ; but 1 
assure you I had not the least share in his appointment; 
having, as I told you before, carefully kept out of the way 
of that whole affair. 

As soon as I received Mr. Galloway’ 8, Mr, T. Whar- 
ton’s, and Mr. Croghan’s letters on the subject of the 
Boundary, [ ‘communicated them immediately to Lord 
Shelburne. He invited me the next day to dine with him. 
Lord Clare was to have been there, but did not come. 
_ There was nobody but, Mr. Mc. Lean, My Lord knew 
nothing of the boundary’s having ever been agreed on by 
Sir William, had sent the letters to the Board of Trade, 
desiring search to be made there for Sir William’s letters, 
and ordered Mr. Mc. Lean to search the Secretary’s of- 
fice, who found nothing. _ We had much discourse about 
it, and I pressed the importance of dispatching orders im~ 
mediately to. Sir. William. to complete the affair. His 
‘Lordship vei who was to make the purchase, i. e. be at 
the expense? I said that if the line included any lands 
within the grants of the Charter Colonies, they should pay 
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the purchase money of such proportion. | Tf any within 
the proprietary grants they should pay t their proportion, 
but that what was within Royal Govertiments where the 
King granted ‘the Lands, the Crown’ should -pay' for that 
proportion) “His Lordship was pleased to say, he thought 
this reasonable. He’ finally.desired me to’ go to Lord 
Clare as from’ him, and urge the ‘business. there, which: I 
undertook to do. Among other things at this conversa- 
tion we talked of the new’ settlement; his Lordship told 
me he'hid’himself drawi’ up a paper of reasons for those 
settlements, which he laid ‘befare the King in‘Council, ac- 
quainting ‘them that he ‘did’ not offer them merely as his 
own sentiments, they were what he had’ collected from 
General Amherst, Dr. Franklin, and- Mr. Jackson, ° three 
gentlersen that were allowed to be the best authorities for 
any thing that related to America. I think hé added, that 
the Council ‘seemed to approve of the design: 1 know it 
was referred to the Board of. Trade, who, I believe, have 
not yet reported on it, and [doubt will report against it. 
My Lord told me one pleasant circumstance, viz. that he 
had shown his paper to the Dean of Gloucester (Pucker) 
to hear his. opinion of the matter ; who very sagaciously 
remarked, that he was sure that: ‘paper was drawn up by 
Dr. Franklin, he saw him m every paragraph; adding, 
that’ Dr. Franklin wanted to remove the seat of govern- 
ment to America ; that, said he, is his constant plan. 

_ [ waited next morning upon Lord Clare, and pr essed 
the matter of the Boundary closely upon him. He said 
they could not find they had ‘ever received any letters from 
Sir William concerning this Boundary, but were searching 
farther: agreed to the necessity of settling it; but thought 
there would be some difficulty about who should pay the 
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purchase-money ; for that this country was already SO 
loaded it could bear no more. We then talked of the new 
colonies. ‘I found he was inélined ' to think ‘one near the 
mouth of the Ohio might be of use, in securing the. country, 
but did. not much approve that at Detroit, And as to the 
trade, he.imagined it would, be of little consequence if we 
had all the peltry to be purchased there, but supposed our 
traders ,would sell it chiefly to the French and Spaniards, 
at New, Orleans; as he heard they had hitherto done, « 
At the same time that we Americans. wish, not tobe 
judged of, in the. gross, by particular papers) written by 
anonymous scribblers and published in the colonies, it 
would be well if we. could avoid falling into. the sane 
mistake in..America, in judging of ministers here by the 
libels printed against them. ‘The inclosed is a very abu- 
sive one, in which, if there is any foundation of truth, it 
‘can only be in the insmuation contained in, the words, 
“ after eleven adjournments” that they are tog: apt to 
pelle business : but if they have given any nt ile for 
this reflection,;there are reasons and circumstances that 
may be urged in their excuse. a” 
It gives me pleasure to pee that the people oh the 
other colonies are not. insensible of the zeal with which . I 
occasionally espouse their respective interests, as welljas 
the, interests of the whole, I shall continue to do so o.as 
long, as L reside here and am able. . aaa 
The present ministr y seem now likely to continue through 
this session, of parliament; and perhaps, if the new parlia- 
-ment should not differ greatly in complexion from, this, 
they may be, fixed for a number of years, shia I earnestly 
wish, as we have no. chance for a, better... iain. 
Your affectionate Father, B. Fr RANKLIN.. 


4 
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To JoszrH GALLoway, Esq. 
" Paper-Money. —Mr. Grenville. —Duke of OY 


DEAR SIR, © London, Dec. 1, 1767. 

: I duly received your favors of invighelt ge} 
September 20, and October 8, and within these few days 
one of February 14, recommending Mr. Morgan Edwards 
and his affair of the Rhode Island College, which I shall 
endeavour to promote, deeming the Institution one of the 
most catholic and generous of the kind. 

- [am inclined ‘to think with you, that the small sum you 
have issued to discharge the public debts only, will not be 
materially affected in its credit for want of the legal ten- 
der, considering especially the present extreme want of 
money in the province. You appear to me to point out 
the true cause of the general distress, viz. the late luxuri- 
ous ‘mode of living introduced by a too great plenty of 
cash. Itis indeed amazing to consider that we had a 
quantity sufficient before the war began, and that the war 
added immensely to that quantity by the sums spent 
among us by the crown, and the paper struck and issued 
in the province ; and now in so few years all the money 
spent by the crown is gone away, and has carried with it 
all the gold and silver we had before, leaving us bare and 
empty, and at the same time more in debt to England 
than ever we were! But 1 am inclined to think that the 
mere making more money will not mend our circumstan- 
ces, if we do not return to that industry and frugality 
which were the fundamental causes of our former prospe- 
rity. I shall nevertheless do my utmost this winter to — 
nee the 6 age of the Act restraining the aoe tender, 


q! 
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if our friends the merchants think it practicable, and will 
heartily espouse the cause ; ‘and in truth they have fuk: as 
much iterest in the event’as we have. | 

The present ministry, it is now thought, are likely to 
continue at least till a new parliament, so that our appre- 
hensions of a change, and that Mr. Grenville would come 
in again, seem over for the present. He behaves as ifa 
little out of his head on the article of America, which he 
brings into every debate without rhime or reason, when 
the matter has not the least connection with it; thus at 
the beginning of this session, on the debate upon the 
King’s speech he tired every body, even his friends, with a 
long harangue about and against America, of. which there 
was not a word in. the speech.. Last Friday he produced 
in the House a late Boston Gazette, which he said denied 
the legislative authority of parliament, was treasonable, 
rebellious, &c. and moved it might be read, and that the 
House would take cognizance of it, but it being moved, on 
the other hand, that Mr. G.’s motion should be postponed 
to that day six months, it was carried without a division : 
and as it is known that this parliament will expire before 
that time, it was equivalent to a total rejection of the 
motion. The Duke of B. too, it seems, moved in vain 
for a consideration of this paper in the House of Lords. 
These are favorable symptoms of the present disposition 
of Parliament towards America, which 1 hope no con- 
duct of the Americans will give just cause of altering. 

Be so good as to present my best respects to the house, 
and believe me, with sincere. esteem and regard, dear Sir, 
vans affectionate friend and most obedient servant, 

| BE RANKLIN. : 


300 PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE PART If. 


MG Mr. Ross, PHILADELPHIA. 


Qvestion iy admitting America to be hepiibeenboat me the 
eels British Parliament. | 


Dear Sir, JOE TG hdon,' Dec. ¥2, 1767. 
| “oT received’ your | kind letter of October 18. 
I had before seen, with great pleasure, your name in the 
papers as chosen for the city of Philadelphia.” 

The | instruction you mention as proposed by a . certain 
great man was really a wild one. The’ reasons you made 
use of | ‘against it were clear and strong, anid could not but 
prevail. Tt will be time enough to show a dislike to the 
coalition when it is proposed to us. ‘Meanwhile * we have 
alf the advantage in the’ agreement of taxation, which our 
not being represented will ‘continue to give us. “To ‘think 
indeed that such an event 13 very remote. This nation is 
indeed too proud to propose admitting American repre- 


»- ‘séntatives into their parliament ; and America 7 is. not ‘80 


humble, or so fond of the honor, as to petition for it. In 
matrimonial matches, ’tis said, when one party is willing 
the match is half made, but where neither party is willing” 
there is no great dangér of their coming together. with 
to be sure such an important” business would never be 
treated of by agents unimpowered and uninstructed ; nor 
would government here’ act upon the private opinion of 


agents which might be disowned by their constituents. 


The ‘present ministry. seem now likely to continue 
through this session; and this, as a new election approach- 
es, gives them the advantage ‘of getting so many of their 
friends chosen as may give a ‘stability to their administra- 
tion. 1 heartily wish it, because they are all well disposed 
towards America. 
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With sincere esteem, I am, dear Sir, your affectionate 
friend and most obedient servant, B. Haid NARA 


a) 
fave cw ti fas 


& 
a4, 


ogre BO GovERNoR FRANKLIN, 
The Boston Resolutions | concerning Trade. — Anecdote Te- 
“lative to Col. Onslow ane Mr. Grenville. 


ei Som are a Teaioe. Dec. 19, 1767, 

La . The pac Hin of the Boston people 
concerning: nih make a great noise here. i Parliament 
has not yet taken. notice of them, but the newspapers are 
in full cry against America. Colonel Onslow. told me at 
Court last Sunday, that I could» not, conceive how much: 
the friends of America were run,upon and hurt by them, 
and how much the Grenvillians.triumphed. | I have just 
written a paper for next ‘Tuesday’s Chronicle to extenuate 
matters a little. Pi MEY MNO SPER Teh ARN 

Mentioning, Colonel Onslow. reminds me i something 
- that, passed at the beginning of this session in the House, 
between him and Mr. Grenville. The latter had been 
raving against America, as traitorous, rebellious, &c. when 
the former, who has always been its firm friend, stood up 
and gravely said, that in reading the Roman history, ) he 
found it was a custom among that wise and magnanimous 
people,. whenever the senate was informed of any ; discon-. 
tent, in the provinces, to send two .or three of their hod 
into the discontented provinces, to enquire into the griev- 
ances complained of,.and report ,to, the: senate ,that mild 
measures might be used to remedy what was amiss, before 
any severe steps were taken to enforce obedience. That 
this example he thought worthy our imitation in the pre- 
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sent state of our colonies, for he did so far agree with the: 
honorable gentleman that spoke just before him, as to 
allow there were great discontents among them, He 
should therefore beg’ leave to move, that two or three 
members of parliament be appointed to go over to New 
England on this service. And that it might not be sup- 
posed he was for imposing burthens on others that he 

would not be willing to bear himself, he did, at the same 
| time, declare his own willingness, if the house should 
think fit to appoint them, to go over thither with that ho- 
norable gentleman. Upon this there was a great laugh, 
which continued some time, and was rather increased by 
Mr. Grenville’s asking, ‘ will the gentleman engage that 
I shall be safe there? Can I be assured that I shall be 
allowed to come back again to make the report?’ As 
soon as the laugh was so far subsided as that Mr. Onslow 
could be heard again, he added, “I cannot absolutely 
‘engage for the honorable gentleman’s safe return, but if he 
goes thither upon this service I am strongly of opinion the 
event will contribute greatly to the future quiet of both 
countries.” On which the pain was renewed and re- 
doubled. 

If our people should flew the Boston prints in 
entering into resolutions of frugality and industry full as 
necessary for us as for them, 1 hope they will among 
other things give this reason, that ’tis to enable them more 
speedily and effectually to discharge their debts to Great . 
Britain ; this will soften a little, and at the same time 
appear sistiable and like ourselves. Yours, &c. 

B. FRANKLIN, | 
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From GovERNOR PowNnaLL To Dr. FRANKLIN: 


Concerning an equal Communication of Rights, Privi- 
yi? leges, &c. to America, by Great Britain. 


Dear Sir, 

The following objection against communi- 
cating to the colonies the rights, privileges, and powers 
of the realm, as to' parts of the realm, has been made. [ 
have been endeavouring to obviate it, and I communicate 
[it] to you, in hopes of your promised assistance. 

If, say the objectors, we communicate to the colonies 
the power of sending representatives, and in’ consequence 
expect them to participate in an equal share and propor- 
_ tion of all our taxes; we must grant to them all the pow- 
ers of trade and manufacturing, which any other parts of 
the realm within the isle of Great Britain enjoy :—If so, 
perchance the profits of the Atlantic commerce may con- 
verge to some centre in America ; to Boston, New York, 
Philadelphia, or to some of the sate :-—If so, then the na- 
tural and artificial produce of the colonies, and in ‘course 
of consequences the landed interest of the colonies, will be 
promoted; while the natural and artificial produce and 
landed interest of Great Britain will be depressed to its 
utter ruin and destruction ;—~and consequently the balance 
of the power of government, although still within the 
realm, will be locally transferred from Great Britain to 
the colonies. © Which consequence, however it may suit a 
citizen of the world, must be folly and madness to a Bri- 
ton.—My fit is gone off; and though weak, both from the 
gout and a concomitant and very ugly fever, I am much 
better. Would be glad to see you. Your friend, 


J.PowNAaLt. 


’ 
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On the back of the foregoing Letter of Governor Pownall, 
are the following minutes, by Dr. Franklin. 


This objection goes upon the supposition, that 
whatever the colonies gain, Britain must lose; and_ that 
if the colonies can be kept from gaining an advantage, 

Britain will gain it :— Te ea Sap eg ae 
, if. the colonies are fitter hoa a Kamae Ne mike dive 
Britain, they should have it, and Britain apply to what it 
is more fit for. The whole empire is a gainer, And 
if Britain is not so fit or so well situated for a particular 
advantage, other countries will ‘get it, if the colonies de 
not. Thus Ireland was” forbid the woollen manufacture 
and remains poor: but this has given to the French the. 
trade and wealth Ireland might have gained: for the British 
empire, ea 

The government cannot dieil be sean without the 
union. Which is best (supposing your case) to have a 
total separation yor a change of the seat of government i ta 

It by no means follows, that promoting and advancing. the 
landed interest in America will depress that of Britain: 
the contrary. has always been the fact. Advantageous 
situations and circumstances will always secure and fix 
manufactures : Sheffield agsinat all Europe. these 800 
years past.— 


To Governor FRANKLIN. 


Changs of eageonish — Bedford Party to come én. 
“Detar Son, ” London, Jan. 9, 1768. 


We have had so many alarms of changes which 
did not take place, that just when I wrote it was thought 
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the ministry’ would stand their ground. However immedi- 
ately after the talk was renewed, and it soon appeared the 
Sunday changes were actually settled. Mr. Conway 
resigns’ and Lord Weymouth takes his place. ‘Lord. 
Gower is made president of the council in the room of 
Lord Northington. Lord Shelburne is stript of the 
American business which is given to Lord Hillsborough 
as Secretary of State for America, a new distinct depart- 
ment. Lord Sandwich ’tis said comes into the Post 
Office in his place. Several of the Bedford party are now 
to’ come in. How these changes may affect us a little 
time will show. Little at present is thought of but elec- 
tions which gives me hopes that nothing will be done 
against America this session, though the Boston gazette 
had occasioned some heats. and the Boston resolutions a 
prodigious clamour. I have endeavoured to palliate 
matters for them as well as I can: I send you my manu- 
script of one paper, though I think you take the Chronicle. 
‘The editor of that paper, one Jones, seems a Grenvillian, 
or is very cautious, as you will see, by his corrections and 
omissions. He has drawn the teeth and pared the nails 
of my paper, so that it can neither scratch nor bite. It 
seems only to paw and mumble. I send you also two. 
other late pieces of mine. There is another which 1 
cannot find. : 

I am told there has been a talk of wilds me appointed. 
under secretary to Lord Hillsborough; but with little 
likelihood as it is a settled point here that 1 am too much 
of an American. | | pines 

~T-am in very good health, thanks to God. Your 
affectionate father, ; B. FRANKLIN. 
(Vion. Boop 6 3 whe eis nn 
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gad i. 5 is als ‘ 
To Joszrpu Gatuoway, Esq. _ 
Change of Ministry.—American Affairs...» 
Tons weBin, ef eh London, Jan. 9, 1768. 
TL wrote to you vid Boston and have little to add 
except to acquaint you that some changes have taken place 
since my last, which: have not the most promising aspect 
for America, several: of the Bedford party being come 
into employment again; a party that has distinguished 
itself by exclaiming against us on all late occasions. Mr. 
Conway, oue of our friends, has resigned and Lord Wey- 
mouth takes his place.. Lord Shelburne, another friend, is 
stripped of the American part of the business: of his office 
which now makes a distinct department, in which Lord 
Hillsborough is’ placed. I do not think this nobleman in- 
general an enemy to America; but in the affair of paper 
money be was last’ winter strongly against us. I did hope 
I had removed some of his prejudices on that head, but 
am not certain. We have however increased the cry for 
it here, and: believe shall attempt to obtain the repeal of 
the act, though the Boston gazette and their resolutions 
about manufactures have hurt us much, having occasioned 
an immense clamour here. | have endeavoured to palliate 
matters for them:as well as L can, and -hope with some 
success. For having in a large company in which were 
gome members of parliament, given satisfaction to all’ by 
what I alledged in explanation ‘of the conduct of the: 
Americans, and to show that they were not quite so 
unreasonable as they appear to be, I was advised by. 
several present to make my sentiments public, not only 
for the sake of America, but as it would be some ease to, 
our friends here, who are triumphed over a good deal by 
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our adversaries on the occasion. I have accordingly done 
it in the enclosed paper. I shall write you fully on other 
subjects very soon, at present can only add my respects to 
the committee, and that I am, dear sir, your faithful 
humble servant, .. B. Franxuin. 


ows «To Josepu Gattoway, Esq. 


Restraining Act relative to Paper Money.— Conversation 
with Lord H illsborough on the subject, and on a 

“Change of Government in Pennsylvania. — Farce acted 
“by Parliament respecting the Mayor and Aldermen of 
~ Oiford.—Borough jobbing — Mr. Beckford’s Bill to 
“prevent Bribery and Corruption —Sarcustic Reply to 
“Mr: Thurlow who opposed it. "7 , . “t 
. DEAR Sir, . | _ London, Feb. 17, 1768... 
oo dn mine: of January 9, I wrote to you that [ 
believed, notwithstanding the clamour. against America 
had been greatly. increased by the Boston proceedings, we 
should. attempt this session to obtain -the repeal of the 
restraining act relating to paper money. The: change of 
administration with regard to American affairs, which was 
agreed. on some time before the new secretary kissed hands 
and. entered upon business, made it impossible to go for= 
ward with that affair, as the minister quitting that depart- 
mentwould not, and his successor could not engage in it’ 
but now our friends:the merchants have been moving init, 
and some of them have conceived hopes from the ’mantier 
in which ‘Lord Hillsborough attended to their representa= 
tions. It had-been previously concluded among us, that 
if the repeal was’ to be obtained at all, it must be’ proposed 
inthe light of a favour-to the - merchants of this ‘country, 
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and asked for by them, not by the agents as a favour to 
America. But as my Lord had at sundry times, before he 
came into his present: station, discoursed with me on the 
subject, and got from me a copy. of my answer ‘to his 
report when at the head of the Board of Trade, which 
some time since he thanked me for, and said he would 
read again and consider carefully, 1 waited upon him this 
morning, partly with intent to learn if he had changed his 
sentiments. We entered into the subject. and had a long 
conversation upon it, in which all the arguments he used 
against the legal tender of paper money were intended to 
demonstrate that it was for the benefit of the people 
themselves to have no such money current among them ; 
and it was strongly his opinion that after the experience 
of being without it a few years we should all be convinced 
of this truth,.as he said, the New England colonies now 
were, they having lately, on the rumour of an intended 
application for taking off the restraint, petitioned, here 
that it might be continued as to them. However, his 
Lordship was pleased to say, that if such application was 
made for the three colonies of Pennsylvania, New Jersey, 
and New York, as I proposed, it should have fair play, he 
would himself give it no sort of opposition, but he was 
sure it would meet. with a great deal, and he thought it 
could not succeed... He was, pleased to make me compli- 
ments upon my paper, assuring me he had read it with a 
great deal of attention, that I had said much more in 
favour of such a currency than he thought could. be said, 
and all he believed that the subject would admit of; but 
that it had not on the whole changed. his opinion, any 
further than to induce him to leave the matter now to the 
judgment of others, and let, it. take its course, without 


—- 


i 
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opposing it as last year he had determined to have done. 
I go into the city to-morrow to confer with the merchants 
again upon it; that if they see any hopes, we may at least 
try the event: but I own my expectations are now very 
slender, knowing as I do, that nothing is to be done in 
parliament that is not a measure adopted by ministry and 
supported by their strength, much less We ane wiki are 
averse to or indifferent about. 

[ took the opportunity of discoursing with his’ Ttdahitp 
concerning our particular affair of the change of governs 
ment, gave him a detail of all proceedings hitherto, the 
delays it had met with, and its. present situation. He-was 
pleased to say he would enquire into the matter, and would 
talk with me farther uponit. He expressed great satisfac: 


tion in the good disposition that he said appeared now 


to be general in America with regard to government here 
according to the latest advices: and informed me that he 
had by his Majesty’s order wrote the most. healing letters 
to the several governors, which if shown to the assemblies 
as he supposed they would be, could not but’ confirm that 
good disposition. As to the permission we want to bring 
wine, fruit and oil directly from Spain and Portugal, and 
to carry iron direct to foreign markets, ’tis agreed on all 
hands that this is an unfavourable time to move ‘in those 
matters, G. Grenville and those in the opposition on every 
hint of the kind making a great noise about the act ‘of 
Navigation, that palladium of England as they call it, to 
be given up to rebellious America &c. &c. so that the 
ministry would not venture to propose it if they approved. 
Tam to wait on the secretary again next Wednesday, and 
shall write you farther what passes, that is material. 

-\'The parliament have of late been acting an egregious 
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farce, calling before them the Mayor and Aldermen of 
Oxford, for proposing a sum to be paid by their old 
menibers on being rechosen at the next election; and 
sundry printers'and brokers for advertising and dealing in 
Boroughs, &c. The Oxford people were sent to Newgate, 
and discharged after some days in humble petition, and 
receiving the speaker’s reprimand upon their’‘knees. . The 
house could scarcely keep countenances, knowing as they 
all do, that the practice is general. People say, they 
mean nothing more than to beat-down the price by alittle 
discouragement of borough jobbing, now that their own 
elections are all coming on. The price indeed is grown 
éxorbitant, no less than 4000/. for a member! «Mr, 


Beckford has brought in a bill for preventing bribery and 


corruption’ in elections, wherein was a clause’ to oblige 
every member to swear on their admission into the’ house, 
that he had not directly or indirectly given any bribe to 
any elector &c. but this was so universally exclaimed 
against as answering no end but perjuring the’ members 
that he has been obliged to withdraw that clause: It was 
indeed a cruel contrivance of his, worse than the gun- 
powder plot’; for that was only to blow the parliament up 
to heaven, this is to sink them all: down to——. °Mr. 


Thurlow ‘opposed his bill by a long speech. Beckford 


in reply gave a dry hit to the house, that is repeated every 
where, “ the honourable gentleman, says he, in his learned 
discourse gave us first one definition of corruption, then he 
gave'us another definition of corruption, and I think he 
was about to give us a third. Pray does that gentleman 
imagine there is any member of this house that doesnot 
‘KNOW what corruption is?’ which occasioned only a 
roar of laughter, for they are so hardened im the practice 
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that they are very little ashamed of it. This between our- 

selves... 1 am with sincerest esteem, dear sir, your most 

obedient humble servant, B. Franxuins) 
i “a * ‘ 


e..4:To TT. Wuarton, Esg. PHILADELPHIA. 


Conversation with Mr. Secretary Conway relative to his 
"Resignation, and to American Affairs.— Boston Pro- 
ceedings. 

Dear Fairny, London, Feb. 20, ‘ig 

et _« | received’ your favours of November 17, and 

18, with another dozen of éxcellent wine the manufacture : 

of our friend Lievezy. I thank you for the care you have 

taken in forwarding them, and for your kind sents wishes 
that accompany tliem. | — | | 

The story you mention of isan Conway’s wonder- 
ing what I could be doing in England, and that he had not 
seen me for a considerable time, savours strongly of the 
channel through which it came, and deserves no. notice. 
Buat'since his name is mentioned it gives me occasion to 
relate what passed between us the last time [ had thé 
honour of conversing with him. It was at court when the 
late changes were first rumoured, and it was reported he 
was to resign the secretary's office. ‘Talking of America, 

1 said I was sorry to find that our friends were one after 

another quitting the administration, that 1 was apprehen- 

sive of the consequences, and hoped what I heard of his 
going out was not true. He said it was really true, the 
employment had-not been of his choice, he had never any 
taste for it, but had submitted to engage in it for a. time 
at the instance of his friends, and he believed his removal 
could not be attended with any ill consequences. to 
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America. That he was a sincere well wisher to the pros- 
perity of that country as well as this, and hoped the 
imprudencies of either side would never be carried to such 
a height as to create.a breach of the union, so essentially 
necessary to the welfare of both. That as. long as_his 
Majesty continued to honour him with a share in his 
councils, America should always find j in him a friend, &c. 
This I write as it was agreeable to me to hear, and I 
suppose will be so to you toread. For his character has 
more in it of the frank honesty of the soldier, than‘of ‘the 


plausible insincerity of the courtier; and therefore what. 


he says is more to. be depended on. The. proprietor’s 


dislike to my.continuing m England. to, be sure is. very . 
natural ; as well as to the repeated choice of assembly. 


men not his friends ; and probably he would, as they so 


little answer his purposes, wish to. see elections as well as. 


agencies. abolished. ‘They make him. very eieceune but 
it cannot be helped. Lhe eid URS 


The proceedings in Boston, as the news came. just. 


upon the, meeting of parliament, and occasioned great 
clamour ‘here, gave me much concern. . And, as every 
offensive thing done in Americais charged upon, all, and 


every province, though unconcerned in it, suffers im. its. 


interests through the general disgust, given, and the Jittle 


distinction here made, it became necessary I thought to. 
palliate the, matter a little for, our own, sakes, and there- 


fore I wrote the paper which probably, you. have seen 


printed i in the Chronicle of January 7; and signed F +S.. mist 


_ Yours affectionately, B. FRANKLIN. , 


, ; P ’ , 4 —— 
if pe bog: POE ee. BOTY i) 14)* Sagas eae 


+ 
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. To Governor Franxuin. 


Lord Hillsborough: —The Farmer’ s Letters. —American 
/ Manufactures. —New Elections i in England. 


Duar Son, London, Mare iS, 1768. 


: Ishave! received all ‘together your letters of 
January 6, 21, and 22: it had been a great while that I 
had not heard from_you. : 
The purpose of settling the new colonies seems at 
present to be dropped, the change of American adminis: 
tration not appearing favourable to it. There seems 
rather to be an inclination to abandon the posts in the 
back country as more expensive than useful; but counselé 
are so continually: fluctuating here, that nothing can be 
depended on. The new secretary, my Lord Hillsborough, 
is 1 find of opinion that the troops should be placed, the 
chief part of them, in Canada and Florida, only three 
battalions to be quartered in New York, New Jersey; 
and Pennsylvania ; and that forts Pitt, Oswego, Niagara, 
&c. should be left to the colonies to garrison and keep 
up if they think it necessary for the protection of their 
trade, &c. » Probably his opinion may be followed if new 
changes do not produce other ideas. As to my own sen- 
timents, [ am- weary of suggesting them to so many 
different inattentive heads, though I must continue to do 
it while [I stay among them. The letters from Sir Wile 
_ lam Johnson relating to the boundary were at last found, 
_ and orders were sent over about Christmas for completing 
the purchase and settlement of it.. My Lord H. has 
promised me to send duplicates by this packet, and urge 
the speedy execution, as we. e.represented to him the danger 
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that these dissatisfactions of the Indians might produce a | 
war. But I can téll you there are many here to whom 
the news of such a war would give pleasure ; who speak 
of it as a thing to be wished; partly as a chastisement 
to, the colonies, and partly to make them feel the want 
of protection from this country, and pray for it. . For 
it is imagined that we could not possibly defend ourselves 
against the Indians without. such assistance, ‘so little is. ahie 
state of America understood here. 6 0) 6 th oie 

_ My Lord H. mentioned the Farmer's ‘ascii to me, eid 
‘i had read them, that they were well written; and. he 
believed he could guess) who was the author, looking .an 
my facevat the same time: as if be thought it was. me, 
He censured the doctrines‘as extremely wild, &c. I have 
read. them as far as No. 8: J know:not if any more have 
been published. I shonld have thought. they had been 
written by Mr. Delancy, not having heard any ‘mention of 
the others you point out: as joint authors. J am not yet 
master. of the idea these and the New England writers 
have of the relation between Brita and her colonies... I 
know not what the Boston ‘people. mean by the “ sub- 
ordination” they acknowledge in their Assembly to Par- 
liament, while they deny its power to make laws for them, 
nor what bounds the Farmer sets to the power he acknow- 
ledges in Parliament: to “ regulate the trade of the 
colonies,” it being difficult ‘to draw lines. between duties 
for regulation andthose for‘revenue, and. if. the: parha- 
yient isto be the judge; itseems to me that: establishing 
such principles of distinction will amount to little. ‘The 
more, [.have.thought and tead:on the: subject. the more: I 
find myself confirmed in opinion, that ne: middle | dootrme 
ean hé well maintained, I:mean not clearly with intelligible 
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arguments. ‘Something might be made of either’ of the 
extremes ; that Parliament has a power to'make all laws 
for-us, or that it has a power to make no- laws for us ; 
and I think the arguments for the latter more ‘numerous 
and weighty than those for'the former. Supposing ‘that 
doctrine established, the colonies would then be 80 many 
separate states, only subject ‘to’ the same King ; as Eng- 
land and Scotland were before the Unit) And then ‘the 
question would be, whether a union like that with Scot- 
land would or would’ not be advantageous to the whole: 
I should have no doubt of the affirmative, being’ fully 
persuaded that it would be best for the whole, and’ that 
though particular parts might ‘find particular’ disadvantages 
init, they would find greater advantages in the’ security 
arising *to every part from the increased: strength of the 
whole.” But such union is not likely to take place while 
the naturé of our present relation is so little understood 
on both’ sides the -water, and sentiments’ concerning ‘it 
remain 86 widely different. As to. the Farmers’ ‘combat- 
img, a3 you ‘say they ‘intend to do, my opinion that the 
Parliament might lay duties though not impose’ internal 
taxes, I'shall ‘not give myself the trouble to defend it, 
Only to you, I- may say, ‘that not only the Parliament ‘of 
Britain, but every state in Etrope claims and exercises a’ 
right of laying duties on the exportation of its own com- 
moditiés to foreign countries. “A duty is paid ‘here ‘on 
coals exported to Holland, and yet England has no ‘right 
to ‘lay an intemal ‘tax on Holland. All goods brought 
out of France to England, or any other country, are 
charged with a small duty in’ France, whith the consumers 
"pay, and yet France has no right’ to tax other countries. 

And in’ nity opition' the grievatice is not that Britain’ puts 


316 PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE PART IT. 


duties upon her own manufactures exported to us, but 
that she forbids us to buy the like manufactures from any 
other country... This she does however in viitue of her 
allowed right to regulate the commerce of the whole 
empire, allowed I mean by the Farmer, though I think 
whoever would dispute that right might stand upon firmer 
ground and make much more of the argument : but my 
yeasons are too many and too long for a letter. 

_ Mr. Grenville complained, in the House ‘that the Go- 
vernor of New Jersey, New Hampshire, East and West 
Florida, had none of them obeyed the orders sent them 
to give an account of the manufactures carried on in their 
respective provinces. Upon hearing this I went after the 
House was up, and got a sight of the reports made by the 
other governors. They are all much in the same strain, 
that there are no manufactures of any consequence; in 
Massachusetts a little coarse woollen only made in families 
for their own wear: glass and linen have been tried'and 
failed. Rhode Taland: Connecticut, and New York much 
the same. Pennsylvania has tried a linen manufactory, 
but it is dropped, it being imported cheaper; there'is‘a 
glass-house in Lancaster county, but it makes/only a little 
coarse ware for the country neighbours. Maryland is 
clothed all ;with English manufactures. Virgimia the 
same, except that in their families they spin a httle cotton 
of their own growing. South Carolina and Georgia none. 
All speak of the dearness. of labour that makes manu- 
factures impracticable; Only the Governor of North 
Carolina parades with a large manufacture in his country 
that.may be useful to Britain of pine boards; they having 
fifty saw mills on one river. ‘These accounts are very 
satisfactory here, and induce the Parliament to despise 
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and take no notice of the Boston resolutions. I wish you 
would send your account before the meeting of next Par- 
liament. You have only to report a glass-house for coarse 
window glass and bottles, and some domestic, manufac- 
tures of linen and woollen for family use that do not half 
clothe the inhabitants, all the finer goods coming from 
England and the like. I believe you will be puzzled to 
find any other, though I see great puffs in the papers. 
‘The Parlinsiats is up, and the nation in a ferment with 
the new elections. Great complaints are made that the 
natural interest of country gentlemen in their neighbours 
ing boroughs, is overborne by the monied interest of the 
new people who have got sudden: fortunes in the Indies, 
or, as contractors, &c.: 4000/.'is now the market price 
for a borough. In short this whole venal nation is now at 
market, will be sold for about Two. Millions; and might 
be bought out of the hands of the present bidders (if he 
would offer half a million more) by the very devil himself. 
I shall wait on Lord H. again next Wednesday on 
behalf of the sufferers by Indian and French depredations, 
to have an allowance of lands out of any new grant made 
by the Indians so long solicited (and perhaps still to be 
solicited) in vain: I am your affectionate father, 


wees: isy sees 2 ees mB FRANKLIN. 


P. s; I dined ea with General Mcveliteny Major 
Gains, Colonel. Lee, and other officers who have served in 
and are friends of America. Monckton: scans wii 
after your welfare. 
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To THE COMMITTEE OF CORRESPONDENCE, 
PENNSYLVANIA, eas 


Afr of the Boundary Line with the Indians. —General 
‘ en —Governor Penn. — 


‘GunTLeMEN, Lantos March 13, , 1768. . 

~ On receipt of your letter of January 20, Mr. 
Jackson and myself waited on Lord Hillsborough; the 
new Secretary of State for American affairs, and» commu- 
nicated. to: him the contents, pressing. the necessity of 
enforcing the orders already sent: to. Sir William Johason 
for immediately settling the affair of the boundary line 
with, the Indians. His Lordship was pleased to assure 
us, that he would. cause duplicates of the-erders to be 
forwarded: by. this sees and ne the Hn er of 
them. Corey Sante . it ine ie dyin 
We Aikepiunieliea also the’ copy. of Geter Gage’s 


teges) and the messages that had passed’ between the 


Govemor and the House thereupon: His Lordship 
acquainted us that a letter from Governor Penn had been 
shown him by the proprietor importing that «a horrid 
murder had lately been committed on the Indians, upon 
which the Governor had issued a proclamation for appre- 
hending the murderer; and that a bill .was under his and 
the council’s. consideration to prevent future: settlements 
on Indian Jands. But: his Lordship remarked that. these! 
messages had not been a eaniamaaa to him: by: the 
proprietor. . ullow aog gdhe 

Government here begins to grow tired of the enormous 
expence of Indian affairs, and of maintaining posts in the 
Indian country, and it is now talked of as a proper mea- 
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sure to abandon these posts, demolishing all but such as 
the colonies ‘may. ‘think fit ‘to keep wp’ at their own ex- 
‘pence ; and also to return the management of their own 
Indian affairs into the hands of the respective provinces, as 
formerly. What the result will be j is uncertain, counsels 
here being so continually fluctuating. But I have urged 
often that after taking those affairs out of our hands, it 
seems highly imcumbent.on the ministry not to neglect 
them, but to. see that they are well managed, and. the 
Indians kept in peace. _ I think, however, that we should 
not too, much depend on their doing this, but look to the 
matter a little ourselves, taking every opportunity of con- 
ciliating the affections of the Indians by seeing that they 
always have justice done them, and sometimes kindness, 
For I can assure you that here are not wanting people 
who, though not now in the. ministry, no one knows how 
soon they may be, and if they were ministers would take 
no-step to prevent an Indian war in. the colonies, being 
of opinion, which they express openly, that it would be a 
very good thing,.in the first place to chastise the colonists 
for their undutifulness, and then to. make them sensible: of 
the necessity of protection by the troops of this country... 
ooMr. Jackson being now taken up with his election 
business, will hardly have time to write by this opportu- 
nity. But he joims, with me in respects to you and the 
Assembly, and assurances of our most faithful services.) 
Lam, gentlemen, yorar es most obedient, and most havo 
servant, 9 bs temss oo B. FrRankour, » 


Sri 2 orifecectivges a i) ‘bey bo ENRR EY TE pe Fink eT ais. ae ty pen: : 
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To Jossru Gauioway, Esq, 


Lord Hillsborough. —The old Parliament gone.— First 
Anstance of Bribery in Queen Elizabeth's Tinie 
_Monstr ‘ously risen since. if 


— Dear Sir, mn London, March 13, 1768... 

I wrote to you very ifully per Falconer on 
February 17, and have since received yours of J anuary 21, 
together with one from the Committee, and the messages 
which as you will see by my answer to the Committee I 
communicated to Lord Hillsborough. His lordship read 
them deliberately, and took notice that the message of the 
Assembly seemed to insinuate that the Governor had been 
tardy in bringing the former murderers to justice, which 
gave me an opportunity of explaining that matter to him; 
whereby he might also understand why the proprietor had 
not shown him the messages when he communicated the 
Governor's letter concerning the Indian uneasinesses, the 
law under his consideration for removing them, the late 
murder, and his proclamation. I shall wait on his Lord- 
ship again next Wednesday on our affairs, and show him 
moreover your letter with some other papers. 

The old parliament is gone, and its enemies now find 
themselves at liberty to abuse it. I inclose you'a pamph- 
let published the very hour of its prorogation.. All the 
members are now in their counties and boroughs among 
their drunken electors ; much confusion and disorder im 
many places, and such profusion of money as never was 
known before on any similar occasion. The first instance 
of bribery to be chosen a member, taken notice of on the 
Journals, is no longer ago than Queen Elizabeth’s time, 
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when the being sent to parliament was looked upon as a 
troublesome service, and therefore not sought after, it is 
said'that such a one,’ being a simple man, and’conceiv- 
ing it might be of some advantage to him, had given four 
pounds tothe Mayor and Corporation: that they might 
chuse. him to serve them in parliament.” . The price is 
monstrously risen since that time, for it is now no less 
than 4000/.! It is thought: that near two millions will be 
spent'this election; but those who understand figures and 
act by computation, say, the Crown has two millions’ a 
year im places and pensions to dispose of, and it is well 
worth while to engage in such a seven years’ lottery, though 
all that have tickets should not get prizes. © I aim, my dear 
iriend; ‘yours affectionately,” OB. FRAN KLINy 
. ie pu | ' ew inarheun 
_ To tur Commitrer or CorresponpeEncr, 
| | ‘ Pennsyivanral) 0! 
Repeal of the Duty A ct.— Change of Government — 
| » Legal Tender of Paper Money. — 3 
Gentuemen,. — London, Saturday, April 16, 1768. 
. I have just received your’ favour of February 20, 
directed to Mr. Jackson and myself, containing instruc- 
tions for our conduct relating to the application for a 
repeal of the duty act, to the change of government, and 
to the'legal tender of paper money; which instructions we 
shall‘observe to’the best of our’ abilities)” Mr. Jackson 
has read ‘your letter, and is now reading the messages and 
other papers transmitted to us, which we shall lay before 
the Secretariés of State on Monday, and thereupon press 
the ‘necessity of a change in the administration of our 
province, ' The parliament will have a short session, it is 
Vou. 1. xX 
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said, in May, when if any application is made: for the 
repeal of that act by the agents of the other colonies we 
shall. join them: heartily, and do what. we can likewise im 
the ‘affair of paper money. In the mean time should an 
Indian war make it necessary to emit paper money. with 
a legal tender, it may be considered how far the fourth 
clause in the act of the 24 Geo. Ll. might give counpte- 
nance to your providing in that way for the emergency ; 
that act not being altered or repealed by any later, it 
seems as if the parliament thought that clause not im- 
proper, though they have not expressly made the same 
provision for the other colonies. The mail being to:go 
this evening, I can only add; that I am with the utmost 
respect for you and the Assembly, gentlemen, your most 
obedient and most humble servant, B. FRANKLIN. 

: To Governor FRANKLIN. 

‘New Parliamentary Elections.— Wilkes’s Election for 
i Middlesex. —TIlluminations on that Occasion. | 


‘abhicite Sony ¥ Ww) we eLondon, April 16, 1768. : 


Since my last, a long one of March 13, nothing 
hasbeen talked or thought of here, but elections. \ There 
have been amazing contests all over the kingdom, 20 or 
30,0001. of a side spent in several places, and inconceiv- 
able mischief done by debauching the people and making 
them idle, besides the immediate actual mischief done: by 
drunken mad mobs to houses, windows, &c. The scenes 
have been horrible. London was illuminated two nights 
running. at the command of’ the mob for the success of 
Wilkes in the Middlesex election; the second night ex-— 
ceeded any thing of the kind ever seem here on the greatest 
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occasions of rejoicing, as even the small cross streets, 
lanes, courts, and bifid out-of-the-way places were all in 
a blaze with lights, and the principal streets all night long; 
as the mobs. went round again after two o’clock, and 
obliged people who had extinguished their candles to light 
them again. Those who refused had all their windows 
destroyed. The damage done and expense of candles 
has been computed at 50,000/. it must have been great, 
though probably not so much: ‘The ferment is not yet 
over, for he ‘has promised to surrender himself to. the 
Court next Wednesday, and another tumult is then ex- 
pected; and what the upshot will be no one can. yet 
foresee. °Tis really an extraordinary ‘event, to see an 
outlaw and‘exile, of-bad -personal character, not worth a 
farthing, come’ over from France, set himself up as can= 
didate for the capital of the kingdom, miss his election 
only by being too late in his application, and immediately 
carrying: it for the principal county. ~The mob, (spirited: 
up by numbers of different’ ballads sung or roared in every 
street)” requiring gentlemen and ladies of all ranks as they 
passed in theit carriages to shout for Wilkes and liberty, 
marking the same words.on all their coaches with chalk, 
and No: 45 on every door; which extends a ‘vast way 
along’ the roads into the country. I went last. week: to’ 
Winchester, and observed that for fifteen miles out of 
town; there was scarce a door or window shutter next ‘the 
road uimarked; and this continued here and there quite 
to" era A dhieisi is ta miles. | 4 Rs, HALO 
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_...,To Mr. Ross, PoiLaDELPHIA. 


Disorders’ on the’ Americun Frontiers State of the 
“Capital of England on Account of Seabee Hip wR 
sa: ‘Bishop to America. 


Dear. Sin, i So oat “London, May 14, 1768. 


_I received your favour of. March 13, and am 
Sails concerned at the disorders. on our frontiers, and 
at the debility or, wicked connivance..of our government 
and magistrates, which must make property and even life 
more .and., more insecure among us, if some effectual 
remedy is not speedily applied. 1 have laid all, the 
accounts before the ministry here. _ I wish I could procure 
more attention to them. J have urged over and over the 
necessity of the change we desire; but this country. itself 
heing at present in a situation. very little better, weakens 
our argument, that a Royal Government. would be better 
managed and safer to live under than that of a proprietary. 
Even this capital, the residence of the King, is now.a daily 
scene of lawless riot and confusion. .Mobs patrolling the 
streets at noon-day, some knocking all down that will not, 
roar for Wilkes and. Liberty ;. courts of justice. afraid. to 
give judgment against him ; coal-heavers and porters 
pulling down the houses of coal merchants that refuse to 
give them more wages;  sawyers destroying saw mills ° 
sailors unrigging all the outward bound ships, and suffering 
none to sail ’till merchants agree to raise their pay; water- 
men destroying private boats and threatening bridges ; 
saldiers firing among the mobs and killing men, women 
and children; which seems only to have produced an 
universal sullenness, that looks like a great black cloud 
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coming On, ready to burst in a general tempest. What 
the event will be, God only knows. But some punish- 
ment seems preparing for a people who. are ungratefully 
abusing the best constitution and the best king any nation 
was ever blessed with; intent on nothing but luxury, 
licentiousness, power, places, pensions, and plunder ; 
while the ministry divided in their councils, with little 
regard for each other, worried by perpetual oppositions, 
in continual apprehension of changes, intent on securing 
popularity in case they should lose favour, have for some 
years past had little time or inclination to attend to our 
small affairs, whose remoteness makes them appear still 
smaller. “ Ah ve {’ 

The Bishops here are very desirous of securing the 
Church of England in America and. promoting its interest 
and enlargement by sending one of their order thither: 
but though they have long solicited this point with govern- 
ment here, they have. not as yet been able to obtain it. 
So apprehensive are ministers of engaging i inany novel 
measure. Z uli eciaitie weal 

I hope soon to. Biiie an dpportunity of conferring with 
you, and therefore say no more at present on this ‘subject. 
1 am, my dear friend, yours affectionately, 

B. Frawxuin. 


To Saas aviceatel Eso. 
Great Disorders i in London occasioned by W ilkes’s ‘Party. 
Bie aa Sea | | London, May 14, 1768. 


I received your favour of March $1. It is now 
with the messages &c. in the hands of the minister, so I 
_ cantiot’ be more particular at present in answering it than 
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to say,.1 should have a melancholy prospect in going 
home to such public confusion, if I did not leave greater 
confusion behind me. The newspapers and my letter of 
this. day to Mr. Ross will inform you of the’ miserable 
situation this country is in. While I am writing, a great 
mob of coal- -porters fill the street, carrying 2 posite of 
their business upon poles to be ducked, and otherwise 
punished at their: pleasure for working at the old wages. 
All respect to law and government seems to be lost 
among the common people, who are moreover continually 
enflamed by seditious scribblers to trample on authority 
and every thing that used to keep them in order. © 

The parliament is now sitting, but will not continue 
long together, nor undertake any nae business. The 
- Court of King’s Bench postponed giving sentence against 
“Wilkes on his outlawry till the next term, intimidated as 
some say by his popularity, and. willing to get nd of the 
affair fora time till it should be seen what the parliament 
would conclude as to his membership. ‘lhe commons, at 
least some of them, resent that conduct, which has thrown 
a burthen on them it might have eased them of, by pill- 
orying or punishing him in some infamous ‘manner, that 
would have given better ground for expelling » ‘him the 
house. His friends complain of it as a delay of justice, 
say the court knew the outlawry to be defective, and that 
they must finally pronounce it void, but would punish him 
by long confinement. Great mobs of his adherents have 
assembled before the prison, the guards have fired on 
them : it is said five or six are killed and sixteen or seven- 
teen wounded, aid some circumstances have attended this 
military execution, such as its being done by the Scotch 
regiment, the pursuing a lad and killing him at his’ father’s 
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house &c. &c. that exasperate people exceedingly, and 
more mischief seems brewing. Several of the soldiers are 
imprisoned. If they are not hanged it is feared there will 
be more and greater mobs ; and if they are, that no soldier 
will assist in suppressing any mob hereafter. The pros- 
pect either way is gloomy. It is said the English soldiers 
cannot be confided in to act against these mobs, being 
suspected as rather inclined to favour and join them. 

~ Lam preparing for my return and hope for the pleasure 
of finding you well, when I shall have an opportunity of 
communicating to you more particularly the state of 
things here relating to our American affairs which I cannot 
so well do by letter. I inclose you the report of Sir M. 
L. counsel to the Board of Trade on one of your late acts. 
I suppose it has had its effect, so that the repeal will be 
of little conisequence.. In the mean time I am with 
/ sincere esteem and affection : Sir, your most obedient and 
most humble servant, oi 3) reat KLIN. 


To GovERNOR FRANKLIN. 


The Dike of Grafton.—Mr. Secretary Cooper.—Lord 
North.—Mr. Todd, Secretary of the Post oe 
Lord Clare. 


y Dear Son, 3 London July 2,.1768.: 

_ Since my last I have received yours of May 10 
dated at Amboy, which I shall answer particularly by 
next week’s packet. I purpose now to take notice of that 
part wherein you say it was reported at Philadelphia I 
was to be appointed to a certain office here, which my 
friends all wished, but you did ‘not believe it for the 
reason | had mentioned. Instead of my being: appointed 
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to. a new Office, there has been a motion made to deprive: 
me of that I now hold, and I believe for the same reason,’ 
though that was not the reason. given out, viz..my being: 
too much of | an American ; - but, as:it came from Lord) . 
Sandwich, our new, Post Master General, who. is,of the 
Bedford party, anda friend of Mr. Grenville, [ have no 
doubt that the reason he gave out, viz. my non-residence, 
was” only the pretence, and. that the other was the true, 
reason; especially as it is the practice in many, other 
instances, to allow the. non-residence of American. officers 
who. spend their salaries here, provided care is taken: that. 
the business be done by deputy or otherwise. sor 4° 

The first notice I had of this was from my fast. friend: 
Mr.. Cooper, Secretary of the Treasury. . He desired:me 
by a little note to call upon him there, which I did, when 
he told me, that the Duke of Grafton had mentioned to 
him some discourse of Lord Sandwich’s as if) the office. 
suffered by my absence, and that it would be fit to appoint 
another, as 1 seemed constantly to reside in England : that. 
Mr. Todd the Secretary of the Post Office had also been 
with the Duke, talking to the same purpose &c. . That 
the Duke had wished him (Mr. Cooper) to mention this — 
to me, and to say to me at the same time that though my 
going to my post might remove the objection, yet if I 
chose rather to reside.in England, my merit was'such in 
his opinion, as to.entitle me to something better here, and 
it should not be his fault if I was not well provided for. 
1 told Mr. Cooper that without. having heard any excep- 
tion had been taken, to, ny residence here, I was really 
preparing to, return home, and expected to be gone Ina 
few weeks. That. however I was extremely sensible of 
the Duke’s goodness in giving me this intimation and very 
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thankful. for, his favourable disposition towards me ;_ that 
having lived long in England, and. contracted a friendship 
and. affection for many’ persons. here, it could’not but be 
agreeable to me to remain among them some time longer, 
if not for the rest of my life ; and that there was no noble- 
man to whom I could from sincere respect for his. great 
abilities, and amiable qualities, so cordially attach myself, 
or to whom I, should so willingly be obliged for the 
provision he mentioned, as to the Duke of Grafton, if his 
Grace should think I could, in any station where he might 
place me, be: serviceable to him and to the public. Mr. 
Cooper said he. was very glad to hear I was still willing to 
remain in England, \as it agreed so perfectly. with’ his 
inclinations to. keep me here. Wished me to leave my 
name at the Duke of Grafton’s as soon as possible and to 
beat the T. reasury again the next board day. I accord- 
ingly called:at. the Duke’s, and left my card; and when I 
went next to the Treasury, his Grace not ain there, Mr. 

Cooper carried me to Lord North, Chaucellor of the 
Exchequer, who, said very obligingly, after talking of some 
American affairs, I am, told by Mr. Cooper that you are 
not unwilling to stay with us, I hope we shall find some 
way of making it worth your while. 1 thanked his lord- 
ship, and said I should stay with pleasure if I could any 
ways be useful to government. He made me a compli- 
ment, and I took my leave, Mr. Cooper'carrying me away 
with, him to his country house at Richmond to dine and 
stayall. night. . He then told me that Mr. Todd had been 
again.at the Duke of »Grafton’s and. that upon his (Mr.. 
Cooper’s), speaking in my behalf, Mr. Todd had changed. 
his style, and said [had to be sure a great deal of merit’ 
with the office, having by my good management regulated 
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the posts in America, so as greatly to encrease the: revenue ; 
that he had’ had great satisfaction in corresponding with 
me while I was there, and he believed they never had a 
better officer, &c. The Thursday following, being the 
birth-day, I met with Mr. Todd-at Court; he was very 
civil, took me with him in his coach to the King’s Arms in. 
the city, where I had been invited to dine by Mr.. Trevor, 
with the gentlemen of the Post-office; we had a good 
deal of chat after dinner between us two, in which he told 
me Lord Sandwich (who was very sharp) had taken notice 
of my stay in England, and said if one could do:the busi- 
ness, why should there be two, &c. On my ‘telling Mr. 
Todd that I was going home, (which. still say to every 
body, not knowing but that what is intimated above may 
fail of taking effect) he looked ‘blank and seemed discon- 
certed a little, which makes me think some friend of his 
was to have been vested with my place ; but this. is 
surmise only. We parted very good friends, That day I 
received another note from Mr. Cooper directing me to 
be at the Duke of Grafton’s next morning, whose porter. 
had orders to’ let me ine UL went ‘accordingly, and was 
immediately admitted. But his Gracé being then engaged 
in some unexpected business, with much condescension and 
politeness made that apology for “his not discoursing with 
me then, but wished me to be at the Treasury at twelve the 
next Tuesday. I went accordingly, when ‘Mr. Cooper 
told me something had called the Duke into the country, 
and the board’was put off, which was not known till it 
was too late to send me word ; but was glad I was come, 

as he might then fix another day for me to go again with 
him into the country; the day fixed was Thursday. I 
returned yesterday, should have stayed till. Monday, but 
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for writing by these vessels. He assures me the: Duke | 
hag it at heart to do something handsome for me. ‘Sit 
John Pringle, who is anxious for my stay, says Mr. Cooper 
is the honestest man of a courtier that he ever knew, and 
he'is. persuaded they are in earnest to keep me. ‘The 
piece I wrote against smugeling? in ‘the Chronicle of 
November last, and one in April on the labouring poor,! 
(you will find it m the Gentleman’s' Magazine for that 
‘month) have been lately shown by Mr. Cooper ‘to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, and to the Duke, who have 
expressed themselves much pleased with them. ‘I'am to. 
be again at the Treasury on Tuesday next by appointment 
of Mr. Cooper. Thus particular [have been, that you 
may judge of ‘this affair. © For my own thoughts,'I must 
tell you that though I did not think fit'to’ decline any 
favour so great a man expressed an inclination to do me, 
because at court if one shews an unwillingness to’ be 
obliged it is often construed as a mark of mental hostility, 
and’ one makes an enemy’; yet so great is my inclination 
to be at home, and at rest, that I shall not be sorry if this 
business falls through, and I am suffered 'to retire with | 
my old post ; nor indeed very sorry if they take that from 
me too on account of my zeal for America, in which some 
of my friends have hinted to me I have been too open. 
[shall soon be able, I hope by the next packet, to give 
you farther light. In the mean time as no one but Sir J. 
knows of the treaty, I talk daily of going in the August 
packet at farthest. And when the late Georgia appoint- 
ment of meio be their agent is mentioned as what may 
detam me, I say, I have yet received no létters from that 
yigshs viel eh aye eit Lepage: FD, Tae yal? 
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Assembly, acquainting me what their. business may be ; 
that I shall probably hear from them before that packet 
sails... That ifit is extraordinary and of such a nature as 
to make my stay another winter necessary, I may possibly 
stay, because there would not be time for them to, chuse 
another; but if it is common business I shall leave. it 
with Mr, Jackson and proceed. I.do not, by, the way,. 
know how that appointment came about, having no: ac-. 
quaintance that I can recollect in that country. It has 
been mentioned in the papers some time, but I have only 
just now received a letter from Governor Wright, inform- 
ing me that he had that day given his assent to it, and ex- 
pressing his desire to correspond with me on all occa- 
sions, saying the Committee, as soon as they could get 
their papers ready, would write to me ‘and acquaint me 
with their business. 

We have lost Lord Clare from the Board of Trade, He 
took me home from Court, the Sunday before his remio- 
val, that I might dine with him as he said alone, and talk 
over American affairs, He seemed as attentive to them 
as if he was. to continue ever so long. He gave mea 
great deal of flummery ; saying that though at my exami- 
nation I answered some of his. questions a little pertly, 
yet he liked me from that day, for the spirit [ showed in, 
defence of my country; and at parting, after we. had 
drank a bottle and half of claret each, he hugged and kiss~ 
ed me, protesting he never. in his life met with a man he 
was so much in love with, This I write for your amuse~ 
ment. . You see by the nature of this whole letter that it 
is to yourself only. It may serve to prepare your mind 
for any event that shall happen. ‘If Mr. Grenville comes 
into power again ‘in any department respecting America, 
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I must refuse to accept of any thing that may seem to put 
me in his power, because I apprehend a breach between 
the two countriés; and° that refusal will give offence. 
So that you see a turn'of adie may make a great‘diffe- 
rence in our affairs. ‘We may be either promoted, or dis- 
carded ; one or the other seems likely soon to be the case, 
but ’tis hard to divine which, Iam) myself grown ‘so 
old: as to feel: much Jess than formerly the spur’ of ambi- 
tion, and if it were not for the flattering expectation, that 
by being fixed here I might’ more effectually serve my 
country, I should certainly determine for retirement, with- 
out a -moment’s hesitation.’ Iam as ever, your affectio- 
nate father, | wy as iB. Franxuin, .. 
/ i : | . ta : . 

To Josrrn Gatroway, Eso. i J 
Removal of Lord Clare.— Return of Lord Hillsborough, 
other Changes in Administration. — Combinations im 

_ America _W ilkes’s Outlawry reversed. 


- Dear Sir, | London, July 25 “W969 
Sice my last nothing material has eccur- 
red here relating to American affairs, except the removal 
of Lord Clare from, the head of. the Board of ‘Trade to 
the Treasury of Ireland, and the return of Lord Hills- 
borough to the Board of Trade as first. Commissioner, re- 
taining the title and powers of Secretary of State for the 
colonies... This change was very sudden and unexpected. 
My Lord Clare took me home from Court to dine with 
him but two days before, saying he should be. without 
other company, and wanted’ to. talk, with me on sundry 
‘American businesses. We. had accordingly a good deal 
of conversation ob our affairs, i in which he seemed to in- 
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terest himself with all the. attention that «could be sup-. 
posed dn d minister who expected to continue m the ma 
nagement of them. This) was on Sunday,’ and ‘on: the 
Tuesday following he was removeds) Whether my»: Lord. 
Hillsborough’s’ administration will be. more stable than: 
others have been for a long time’ is quite uncertam; but 
as’his inclinations are rather favorable towards us (so far 
as he'thinks consistent. with what he supposes the: un= 
questionable ‘rights of Britam,) 1 cannot but wisheat 

may continue, especially as these pe) sisi mutations: ‘pre- 
yent the progress of all business. de ks peomtiatsos, 

-- But another change is now talked of that gives: me great 
uneasiness. Several of the Bedford party being now ‘got 
in, it has been for some time apprehended that they would 
sooner or later draw their friend Mr. Grenville in after 
them. It is now said, he is to be Secretary of State in 
the room of Lord Shelburne. If this should take place, 
or if in any other shape he comes again into power, I fear 
his sentiments of the Americans and theirs of him, will 
eccasion such clashings as may be attended with’ fatal con- 


ry 


sequences. | 
The last accounts Fit your part of the world of the 


combinations relating to commerce with this country, ¢ and 
resolutions concerning the duties here laid upon it, occa- 
sion much serious reflection, and ’tis thought the poimts'in 
dispute between the two: countries will not fail to come 
under the consideration of parliament early next. session. 
Our friends wonder that I persist in my intention of re- 
turning this summer, alledging that I might be of much 
more service to my country here than I can be there, and 
wishing me by all means to stay the ensuing winter, -as the 
presence of persons well acquainted with America, and of 
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ability to represent these affairs in'a proper light, will then 
be highly necessary.. My private concerns, however, so. 
muchrequire my presence at! home, that I have not «yet 
suffered te to » sprang -_ their — wa taneon 
of mess 0 it c Berend! ptipag 
» The heidi and ere shat nda hove lately 
have now pretty well subsided: Wilkes’s outlawry is re~ 
versed, but he is sentenced. to. twenty-two months impri- 
sonment, and 1000/. fine, which his friends, who feared he 
would be pilloried, seem rather satisfied with. The im- 
portation of corn, a pretty good:hay harvest, now near over, 
and the prospect of plenty from a fine crop of wheatmakes _ 
the: poor: more patient, in hopes of an abatement: in: the 
price of provisions ; so that unless want of employment 
by the failure of American orders should distress: — 
they are like to be tolerably quiet. hu 
I purpose writing to you again by the packet that g goes 
next Saturday, and therefore now only add that Iam, with 
sincere esteem, dear Sir, your most obedient and .miost 


humble servant, . B. Franknin,. 
SESE Le 
is uk To * * *, is 
Dear Sir, yee London, Negi 28, 1760) 
» ... [received your obliging favor of the 12th 


instant. Your sentiments of the importance of the pre- 
sent dispute between Great Britain and the colonies, ap- 
pear to me extremely just. ‘There is nothing I wish for. 
more than to see it amicably and equitably settled, 

But Providence will bring about its own ends by its 
own meanis ; and if it intends the downfal of a nation, that 
nation will be so blinded by its pride, and other passions, 
as not to see its danger, or how its fall may be’ prevented. 
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. Being-born and bred in ove of the countries, and having: 
Lined long avid made many agrecable connexions of friend- 
ship inthe other, I wish all prosperity to both; but 1 
have talked, and written so much and so long om eb. sub-: 
ject, that my acquaintance are weary of hearing, and tlie. 
public of reading any more of it, which» begins to make 
me weary Of talking and writing ; especially as Ido ‘not. 
find that I have gained any point, in either country; except 
_ that of rendering myself suspected, by my impartiality ; 
in England, of being too much an American, andan Ame- 
rica of being too much an Englishman. Your opinion, 
_ however, weighs with me, and encourages me to try one 
effort more, in a full, though concise statement of facts, 
accompanied with arguments drawn from those facts ; 
to be published about the ah of Sep iete after the 
holidays. * 

If any good may be pens 1 shal] seen ety at. _ 
sent [almost despair. | vie at 

Have you ever seen the ‘barometer: so lows as of late ? 
‘The 22d instant mine was at 28, 41, and yet the weather 
fine and fair. With sincere esteem, I am, dear frend, 
yours asinagaenin ities B. FRAN KLIN. 


ie as M. Dvsovre,’ Paris. 
Gr eat Br itain no Right to tax the North American 
Colonies. | 
4 “London, Oc tober 2, 1770. 
~Tsee with pleasure that we think pretty 
much alike on 1 the subjects of English America. We, of 


1 Uncertain what is the publication promised in this Letter ; 
possibly the one entitled “ Causes of the American Discontents 
before 1768.” . 

* Translator of Dr. Franklin’ 8 Philosophical Works. 
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the colonies have never insisted that we ought to be sadinpt 
from, contributing to, the common expenses necessary to 
support | the prosperity of the empire. We only. assert, 
that having parliaments of our own, and not having repre- 
sentatives in that of Great Britain, our patliaments -are 
the only judges of what we can and what we ought. to 
contribute in this case; and that - the English parliament 
has no right: to take-our money without our consent. In 
fact, the British empire is not a single state; it compre- 
bends many ; ; and though the parliament of Great Britain 
has arrogated to itself the power of taxing the colonies, 
it. has no more right todo so, than it has to tax. ns 
ver. We have the same king, but not the same legisla- 
tures. ee we" ) 

- The dispute beiwvact the two countries has eg lost 
England many millions sterling, which it has lost in its 
commerce, ‘and America has in this respect been a pro- 
portionable gainer. This’ commerce consisted principally 
of superfluities; objects of luxury and’ fashion, which we 
can well do without; and the resolution we have formed 
of importing no more till our grievances are redressed; 
has enabled many of our infant manufactures to take’ 
root; and it will not be easy to make our people abandon 
etn 4 in future, even should a connection more cordial than’ 
ever succeed the present troubles.—I- have indeed’ no’ 
doubt that the parliament of England will finally abandon 
its present pretensions, and leave us to the peaceable” en- 
joyurent' of our lige and’ privileges. | 


-VoL. I. . | 
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To Governor FRANKLIN. 
Removal of Lord Hillsborough, —succeeded by Lord 
Dartmouth. | 
Dear SON, . London, August 17, 1772. 

At length we have got rid of Lord Hills-. 
borough, and Lord Dartmouth takes his place, to. the. 
great satisfaction of all the friends of Americas. Youwill _ 
hear it said among you (I suppose) that the interest of the 
Ohio planters has ousted him, but the truth is, what. L 
wrote you long since, that all his brother ministers disliked 
him extremely and wished for a fair occasion of tripping. 
up his heels ; so seeing that he made a point of defeating, 
our scheme, they made another of supporting it, on pur- 
pose to mortify him, which they knew his pride could not 
bear. Ido not mean that they would have done this. if 
they had thought our proposal bad in itself, or his oppo- 
stion well founded ; but I believe if he had been on good 
terms with them, they would not have differed with him, 
for so small a matter.. The K. too was tired of him,. and, 
of his administration, which had weakened the affection, 
and respect of the Colonies for a Royal Government, with, 
which ({ may say, it, to you) . I used proper means from, , 
time fo time that his M. should have due information and. 
convincing proofs. More of this when I see you.. _The 
K.’s dislike made the others more firmly. united i in the Teso-. 
lution of disgracing H. by. setting at nought his famous. 
report. But now that business is done, perhaps our affair 
may be less regarded in the Cabinet and suffered to lin- 
ger, and possibly may yet miscarry. ‘Therefore let us be- 
ware of every word and action, that may betray a confi- 
dence in its success, lest we render ourselves ridiculous in 
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ease of disappointment. ‘We are now pushing for a com- 
pletion of the business, but the time is unfavorable, every 
body gone or going into the country, which gives room 
for accidents. I am writing by Falconer, and therefore in 
this yer sy —— I am ever your affectionate father, 

| | “&B. a vg 


P.S. The regard Lord D. ‘has ielg done me the 
honor to express for me, gives me room to hope being 
able'to obtain more in favor of our colonies upon occasion, 
than i could for some time past. 


=" 


: To Governor FRANKLIN. 
jodie Hillsborough refused admittance to him, Be. 

Dear Son, London, August 19, 1772. 

ss [received yours of June 30; 1am vexed 
that my letter to you, written at Glasgow, miscarried , 
not so much that you did: ‘not receive it, as that it is pro- 
bably in other hands. It contained some accounts of what 
passed in Ireland, which were for you only. ee 

As Lord Hillsborough in fact got nothing out of me, I 
should rather suppose he threw me away as'an orange that 
would yield no juice, and therefore not worth more squeez- : 
ing.. When I had been a little while returned to London 
{ waited on’ him to thank him for his civilities in Ireland,’ 
and to discourse with him ona Georgia affair. The: mie 
ter told me he was not/at home. I left my card, went 
another time,: and received the same answer, though T°’ 
knew he was at home, a friend ‘of mine being with him. : 
After intermissions of a week each; 1 made two more 
visits, and received the same answer. ‘The last time was’ 


340 PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE PART Us 


on a levee day, when a number of carriages were at his, 
door. My coachman driving up,’alighted, and was open- 
ing the coach. door, when the porter, seeing me, came out, 
and surlily chid the coachman for opening the: door. be- 
fore he had. enquired. whether my lord was at home ; and 
then turning to me, said, “ My Lord is not at home.” | 
have never since been nigh him, and we have only abused 
one another at a distance. The contrast, as you observes is 
very striking between his conversation. with the Chief Jus-. 
tice, and his letter to you concerning your province. el 
know him to be as double and deceitful as any man Lever 
met with, But we have done with him, I hope, for ever. 
His removal has I believe been meditated ever since the 
death of the Princess Dowager. For I recollect that on 
my complaining of him about that ume to a friend at 
Court whom you may guess, he told me, we Americans 
were represented by. Hillsborough as an unquiet people 
not easily satisfied with any ministry, that however it was 
thought too much oécasion had been. given us to dislike 
the present; and asked me, whether, if he should. be. re-. 
moved, [ could name.. another likely to be more accepta-, 
ble to us, . 1 said yes, there is Lord Dartmouth: SiR. 
liked him very” well when he was at the head of the Board. 
formerly, and probably should like him again. ‘This 1 
heard no more. of, but I am pretty sure it was reported 
where I could wish It, hoo I kar not that it bad any 
effect. . meee , , sn 
As to. my situation aie sent can et more sagan 
especially as I hope for less embarrassment from the new 
minister. ..A general respect paid me by the learned, a 
number. of friends “and acquaintance among them with 
whom I have a. pleasing intercourse; a character of so 
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much weight that it has pidtdcred the when some in power 
would have done mé itjury, and contitiued thé in dn office 
they Would have deprived'me of ; my company so much 
desired that 1 seldom dine at. bisthel m winter, and could 
spend the whole sutimer in the country-houses of inviting 
friends if I chose it. Learnéd atid ingenious foreigners 
that come to England, almost all make a point of visiting 
me, for my reputation is still higher abroad ‘than here : 
several of the foreign ambassadors have assidtiously culti- 
vated my acquaintance, treating me as one of their corps, 
partly I believe from thé desire they have from timé to 
time of hearing something of American affatrs, ‘an object 
become of importance ii foreign courts, who begin to 
hope Britain’s alarming power will be diminished by the 
defection of her Colonies ; and partly that they may have 
an-opportunity of vere mheé to the gentlemien of their 
country who desire it. The K. too has lately been heard 
- to speak of me with great regard. Thesé are flattering 
circumstances, but a violent longing for home sometimes 
seizes me, which I can no otherwise subdue but by. Pro- 
mising myself a réturn next spring or next fall, and so 
forth. As to returning hither, if I once go back, I have 
no thoughts of it. [am too far: advanced i in life to pro- 
pose three voyages more. I have some’ important affairs 
to settle at home, “and considering my double expences 
here and there, I hardly think my salaries fully compensate 
the disadvantages. The late change however being thrown 
into the balance determines’ me to stay i's winter. 


ee Want . 
Ai MLA 


P.S. August 22, Y | fie I edsneese - congratulating 
you on the honor of your election’in the Society’ for pro- 
pagating the Gospel. ‘There you match indeed my Dutch 
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honor, But you are again behind, for last night I re- 
ceived a letter from “Paris, of which’.the inclosed is an 
extract, acquainting me that I am chosen Associé etranger 
(foreign member) of the Royal Academy there. © There 
are but eight of these Associés etrangers in all Europe, 
and "those of the most: distinguished ‘names for: science. 
The vacancy I have the honor of filling, was made by the 
death of the late celebrated M. Van Sweten, of Vienna. 
This mark of respect from the first Academy in the world, 
which Abbe. Nolet,. one of ‘its members, took so much 
pains to prejudice against. my doctrine, I consider as a 
kind. of victory without ink-sbed,-since I never answered 
him. [-am told he has but one of his sect now remaining 
in the Academy. All the rest who-have, in any degree, 
acquainted themselves with electricity’ are, ‘as. he’ calls 
ssid ‘Franklinists. Pesiniie Mes ties aM FRANKLIN. 


Faas : To Jovern asians Esq. 


Lord ‘Hillsborough's Resignation —Lord Dartmouth 
succeeded him.— Lord Rochford. 


Dear Frizenp, } London, August 22; 1772. 

| I acknowledged before the receipt of your 
favor of May 14, since which I have no line from you. 
It will be a pleasure. to render sical service to ia ew 
man, whom you recommended. : | Lay 

‘The Acts. passed in your winter ve iad sessions | 
have not yet received, nor have | heard hii Mr: Wilmot 
that they have been presented. © 

Lord Hillsborough, mortified by the Chenin of 
Council’s approbation ‘of our grant ‘in opposition to his 
report, has resigned. I believe when he offered to do sO, 
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he had such an opinion of his importance, that he did not 
think it would be accepted; and that it would be thought | 
prudent rather to set our grant aside than part with him. 
His‘colleagues in the ministry were all glad to get rid of 
him; and perhaps for this reason joined more readily in 
siving him that mortification. Lord Dartmouth succeeds 
him, who has.much more favorable dispositions towards 
the colonies. He has heretofore expressed some personal 
regard for me, and I hope now to find our business with 
the board more easy to transact. 

Your observations.on the state of the slands did not 
come to hand till after Lord Rochford had withdrawn his 
petition. His Lordship and the promoters of it were so 
roasted on the occasion, that I believe another of the kind 
will not very soon be, thought of. The proprietor was at 
the expense of the opposition, and as I knew it would not 
be necessary, and thought it might be inconvenient to our 
affairs, I did not openly engage in it, but I gave some 
private assistance that I believe was not without effect ; 
I think too that Mr. Jackson’s opinion was of great ser- 
vice. 1 would lodge a copy of your paper in the Planta- 
tion Office against any similar future applications if you 
approve of it. I only think the Island holders make too 
great a concession to the Crown when they suppose it 
may have aright to quit-rent. It can have none in my 
opinion on the. old grants from. Indians, Swedes, and 
Dutch, where none was reserved. And I think. those 
caupave so clearly good, as to need no confirmations, to ob- 


quit-rent. 11 imagine too, that it may not baat amiss Metin 
a caveat in the Plantation Office, in the behalf. of holders 
of property in those Islands, against any grant of them ; 
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that maybe appled for, till they have had timely’ notice 
and an opportunity of bemg-fully heard. _ Mr. Jackson is 
out of town, but I shall confer with him on» the subject as 
‘soon ashe’ returns, .I am ever, my dear friend, yours 
most affectionately, ss p Ralineg mr . 


To JOSEPH Charsennctarante 


yan Dacinauth, Cough of, pa ene —The India 
Company. —Duty on Tea, &c. 


Dear sulfone ra - London, Dec. 2, 1772. 
Tam glad you are returned again to aseat 
in the Assembly, where your abilities are so- useful and 
necessary in the service of your country. » We must not 
in the course of public life expect tmmediate approbation | 
and immediate grateful acknowledgement of our services: 
- But let us persevere through abuse and even injury.” The 
‘internal satisfaction of a good conscience is always present, 
and time will do us justice in the minds of the shat 80 every 
those at present the most prejudiced against us.” bs 
I have given Dr. Denormandie a recommendation ‘to a 
friend in Geneva, for which place he set out this’ morning 
and I shall be glad of any dae sit Broek bi 
when he returns to London. ~~ 
I see by a ‘Pennsylvania Gazette, of eotainline 21, that 
you aré continued speaker, arid ‘myself agent, ‘but I have 
no line from you orthe Committee relative to instructions. 
Perhaps I shall hear from you by’Falconer. [ find my- 
self upon véry good terms ‘with our new minister Lord 
Dartmouth, who, we have reason to think, means well to 
the colonies. ° T believe'all are ‘now ‘sensible that nothing 
is to be got by contesting with, -or oppressing us. ‘Two 
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circumstances have. diverted: me lately, One. was,, that 
being at the Court of Exchequer:on some business of my 
own, I there met with one of the commissioners, of the 
Stamp office, who told me, he attended. with, a. memorial 
from that board, to be allowed»in their accounts the 
difference between their expense in endeavouring to esta~ 
blish those offices in America, and the amount of what 
they received, which from Canada and the West India 
Islands was but about 1500/. while the expense, if I re- 
member right, was above 12,0002. being for stamps and 
stamping, with paper and parchment returned upon their 
hands, freight, &¢c. ‘The other is the present difficulties of 
the India Company, and of goverument on their account. 
The Company have. accepted bills, which they find them- 
selves unable. to pay, though they have the value of two 
millions, in tea and other India goods, in their stores, 
perishing under a want of demand. . Thew credit thus 
suffering, and; their stock falling, 120 per cent, whereby 
the government will. lose the 400,000/. per, annum, it 
having ‘been stipulated. that it should no longer be paid if. 
the dividend fell.to that mark. And although it is. known 
that the American market is lost by continuing: the duty 
on tea, and that we are supplied by the Dutch, who doubt- 
less take the opportunity of smuggling other ‘India goods 
ameng.us with the tea, so that for the five years past we 
might probably have otherwise taken off the greatest part 
of what the company have on hand, and so have prevented 
their present-embarrassment, yet the honor of government 
is supposed to. forbid the repeal of the American tea-duty ; 
while the amount of all the duties goes on decreasing, so 
that the balance of this year does not (as I have it from 
good authority) exceed 80/, after paying the collection ; 


“a 
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not reckoning the immense expense of guarda costas, Xc. 
Can an American help. smiling at these! blunders? though 
in a national light they are truly deplorable. | are 
With the sincerest esteem, and inviolable attachment, I 
am, my dear friend, ever most ateisiatanieln yours, 
! : BB FRANKLIN... 
_.» To THomas repress Eso... | : 
sala from Massachusetts Bay. Reasons ferelaying 
‘othe presenting rt. v2¢7).3 gis gaan 
Sir, LoL London Deeva aaaaensi 
The above is a copy of my last.’ A few days 
after my leaving your petition with Lord Dartmouth, ‘his 
lordship sent for me to discourse with me upon it... After 
a long audience he was pleased to say, that notwithstanding 
all I had said, or could say, in support and justification of 
the petition, he was sure the presenting it at this time 
could not possibly produce any good: that the king 
would be exceedingly offended, but what steps his: majesty 
would take upon it was uncertain; perhaps he would ‘re- 
quire the opinion of the judges or government lawyers | 
which would surely be against us; perhaps he might lay 
it before parliament, and so the censure of both houses 
would be drawn down upon us: the most favorable thing 
to be expected was, a severe reprimand to the assembly 
by order of his Majesty, the natural consequence of which 
must be more discontent and uneasiness in the province. 
That possessed as he was with great good will for New 
England, he was extremely unwilling that one of the first 
acts of his administration, with regard to Massachusetts, 
should be of so unpleasant anature. ‘That ‘minds had 
been heated and irritated on. both sides the water, but he 
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hoped those heats were now cooling, and he’ was averse’ to 
the ‘addition of fresh fuel that, as 1 had delivered the 
petition to him officially, he must present it if [insisted 
upon it; but he wished I would first consult my constitu- 
ents, who might possibly, on reconsideration, think fit-to 
order its being deferred. I answered that the great majo- 
rity with which the petition, and the resolves on which it _ 
was founded, were carried through the House, niade it 
scarce expectable that their order would be countermand- 
ed; that the slighting, evading, or refusing to receive 
petitions from the colonies on some late occasions by the 
parliament, had’ occasioned a total loss of the respect for, 
and confidence in, that body formerly subsisting so strongly 
in America, and brought on a questioning of their autho- 
rity: that’ his lordship might observe that petitions came 
no more from thence to parliament, but to the king only: 
that the kmg appeared to be now the only connexion be- 
tween the two countries ; and that as a continued union 
was essentially necessary to the well-being of the whole 
_ empire, I should: be sorry to see that link weakened as the 
other had been, that I thought it a dangerous thing for 
_ any government to refuse receiving petitions, and thereby, 
prevent the subjects from giving vent to their griefs. His 
lordship interrupted me by replying that he did not refuse 
to deliver the petition ; that it should never justly be said of 
him, that he interrupted the complaints of his Majesty’s sub- 
jects, and that he must and would present it, as he had said 
before, whenever I should absolutely require it; but from 
motives of pure good will to the province, he wished me 
not to insist on it, till I should receive fresh orders. Finally, 
considering that since the petition was ordered there had 
been a change in the American administration, that the 
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present minister was our friend in the repeal of the stamp 
act, and seems still to. have good dispositions . towards us, 
that you had mentioned. to me the probability, that the 
House would have. remonstrated on all their other griev- 
ances, had not their time been taken up. with the difficult 
business of a general valuation; and since the complaint 
of this petition was likely alone to give offence, it might 
perhaps be judged advisable to give the substance of all 
our complaints at once, rather than in parts, and after a 
reprimand received; I say, upon the whole I thought it 
best not to catia him in the beginning of his adminis- 
tration, by refusing him what. he seemed so desirous. of, a 
delay at least in presenting the petition, till farther direc- 
tions should be received from my constituents. If after 
deliberation they should send me fresh orders, I shall im- 
mediately obey them, and the application to the crown 
itself may possibly derive greater weight, from the tecon- 
sideration given it, while the temper of the House may.be 
somewhat calmed by the removal of a. minister who had 
rendered hjmself so obnoxious to them. Accordingly I 
consented to the delay desired, sii hope rheewe sat 
will not, be. disapproved. .:. 09.» ouvir on He deuaitntiookeree 
_ With. the greatest esteem and vane I have re loud 
to be, Sir, your and the committee’s. most obedient. and 
most humble,servant, . . . .. B. Franxuin,. 


( 
on AN 


To tHe Hon. Tromas LP NRRURR RE 


Lord “Dartmouth.— American affairs. —Great F ‘all in 
. India Stock. M 


SiR, ‘(Private Londete Sai 5, 1773. 
I did myself the honor of writing to you on ‘the 
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2d of December past, enclosing aca original letters * from 
persons in Boston, which [ hope got safe to hand: 1 have 
since received: your favor of October 27, which, contain- 
ing 12 a small compass so full an enumeration of our 
grievances, the’ steps necessary to remove them, and the 
happy effects that must follow, I thought that, though 
marked private, it might be of use to communicate it to 

Lord Dartmouth, the rather too, as he would there find 
himself occasionally mentioned with proper respect, and 
learn that his character was esteemed in the colonies: 
Accordingly 1 wrote him a few lines and enclosed it a _ 
day or two before [ was to wait on his lordship, that he 
might have a’ little time to consider the contents. When I 
next attended him, he returned me the letter with great 
complacence in his countenance, said he was glad to find 
that people in America were disposed to think so favora- 
bly of him; that they did him but justice in believing he 
had the best disposition towards them, for he wished sin- 
cerely their welfare, though possibly he might not always 
think with them as to the means of obtaming that end. 
That the heads of complaint in your letter were many, 
- some of them requiring much consideration, and therefore 
it could scarce be expected that a sudden change should 
he made in so many measures, supposing them all impro- 
per tobe continued, which perhaps might not be the 
case. It was however his opinion, that if the Americans 
continued quiet, and gave no fresh offence to government; 
those measures would be reconsidered, and. such relief 
given as, upon consideration, should be thought reasonable. 


t 


iy eT 


_* Governor Hutchinson's Letters. See“ Memoirs of the Life.” 


850 PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE PART Il. 


‘I need not remark there is not much in such general dis- 
course, but I could then obtain nothing more particular, 
except that his lordship expressed in direct terms his ‘dis- 
approbation of the instruction for exempting the colonies’ 
from taxation: which however was, as he said, in confi- 
dence to me, relying that no public mention should be 
made of his opinion on that head. Pky 

In the mean time, some circumstances are ‘working in 
our favor with regard to the duties. It is found by the 
last year’s accounts transmitted by the’commissioners, that 
the balance in favor of Britain is but about 851. after 
payment of salaries, &c. exclusive of the charge of a fleet 
to enforce the collection. Then it is observed that the 
India company is so out of cash, that it cannot pay the 
bills drawn upon it, and its other debts, and at the same 
time so out of credit, that the Bank does not'care to assist 
them, whence they find themselves obliged to lower their. 
dividend ; the apprehension of which has sunk their stock 
from 280 to 160, whereby several millions of property are 
annihilated, occasioning private bankruptcies and other 
distress, besides a loss to the public treasury of 400,000/. 
per annum, which the company are not to pay into it as” 
heretofore, if they are not able to keep up their dividend - 
at 121. And as they have, at the same time, tea, and 
other India goods in their warehouses, to the amount of 
four millions, as some say, for which they wanta market, 
and’ which, if it had been sold, would have kept up 
their credit, I take the opportunity of remarking in all - 
companies the great imprudence of losing the American 
market by keeping up the duty on tea, which has thrown 
that trade into the hands of the Dutch, Danes, Swedes 
and French, who, according to the reports and letters of 


\ 
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some custom-house officers in America, now supply by 
smuggling the whole continent, not with tea only, but ac- 
company, that article with other India goods amounting, 
as supposed, in the whole to 500,0007. sterling per annum. 
This gives some alarm, and begins to convince people 
more and more of the impropriety of quarrelling with 
America, who, at that. rate, might have taken off two mil- 
lions and a,half of those goods, within these five years, that 
the combination has: subsisted,. if the duty had not been 
laid, or had. been speedily repealed.. . 
But, our. great security lies, I think, in our growing 
strength both in; numbers and wealth, that creates‘an in- 
creasing ability of assisting this nation. in. its. wars, which 
will make us, more) respectable,. our friendship more 
valued, and our enmity feared.: thence it will soon be 
thought, proper. to treat us not with justice only, but with 
kindness, and thence. we may expect ina few years a total 
change of measures with regard to.us; unless by a neglect 
of military. discipline we should lose, all martial spirit, and 
our western people become as tame as those in the eastern 
dominions of Britain, when we may expect the same op- 
pressions, for there is’ much truth in the Italian saying, ° 
Make, 2 yourselves sheep, and the wolves: will eat you.. In: 
confidence of this coming change in our favor, I think our 
prudence is meanwhile to be. quiet, only holding up our 
rights: and claims.on_all occasions. in resolutions, memo-' 
rials, .and remonstrances; but bearing patiently;the little © 
present notice that is taken of them. . They will all have. 
their weight in time, and that time is at no great distance. 
_ With the greatest esteem, I have the honor to be, Sir, 
your most obedient and most humble servant, 
| BB. Franxuin. 
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To GovERNOR FRANKLIN. 


Affair of St. Vi Signy imal (eee of the India Company 
owing to the Refusal of North America to take Tea 
__ from England, — Distress among the Manufacturers. | 


Dukh Son, aves _ London, Feb. 14,1773. ° 

: The opposition are now attacking the mi- 
nistry on the St. Vincent’s affair, which is generally con- 
denmed here, and some think Lord Hillsborough will 
be given up as the adviser of that expedition. — But if i it 
succeeds, perhaps all. will blow over. ~The ministry” are 
more embarrassed: with the India affairs ; ; the continued 
yefusal of North America to take tea from: this country 
has brought infinite distress on the.company +. they import 
ed great quantities in faith that that agreement could not 
hold; and now they can neither pay their debts nor: divi- 
dends, their stock has sunk to the annihilating near three 
millions of their property, and government will lose its 
400,000/. a year; while their teas lie on hand: the bank- 
ruptcies. brought on partly by” ‘this. ‘means have given 
such. a shock to credit as has not been experienced here; 
since: the South Sea year. -And: this has_ affected the 
great manufacturers so much, as to oblige them to discharge 
their hands, and thousands of Spitalfields and Manchester — 
weavers are now starving, or subsisting on charity. Blessed — 
effects of pride, pique, and passion in government, whicli 
should-have‘no passions. Yours, | B, FRANKLIN. | 
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To THE Hon. Tuomas Cusuine, Eso. Boston. 

ie 8 of the Town of Bostoin — Governor Hutchin- 
_son’s speech, 

: _ Sir, PN Hes “London, March 9, 1773, 

RE myscl? the Pee of writing to you the ad 
of Dec. and the 5th J anuary past. Since which I have 
. received your favor of November 28, inclosing the votes 
and proceedings of the town of Boston, which I have 
reprinted’ here with a Lengo ‘Herewith I send you's 
few copies. HE) MoParin a 

Governor Hutchinson’s swoiie at the opening of your 
January session; has been printed and industriously cireu- 
lated here by (as I think) the ministerial people, which I 
take to be no good sign. The assembly’s answer to it is 
not yet arrived, and in the meanwhile it seems to make 
impression on the minds of many not well acquainted with 
the dispute. The tea duty however is under the consi- 
deration of Parliament, for a repeal on a petition from the 
Fast: India Company; and no new measures haye been 
talked of against America, as likely to be taken during the 
present session; I was therefore preparing to return home 
by the spring ships: but have been advised by our friends. 
to stay till the session is over; as the commission sent to 
Rhode Island and discontents in your province, with the 
correspondence of the towns: may possibly give rise to 
something here, when my being on the spot may be of use 
to our country. 1 conclude to stay-a little longer. In. 
the mean-time I must hope that great care will. be taken, 
to keep: our people quiet, since nothing is more wished, 
for. by our enemies, than that by imsurrections . we’ 
should. give .a good pretence for increasing the military 


You. I, Z 
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among us, and putting us under more severe restraints. 
- And it must be evident to all that by our rapidly increasing 
strength we shall soon become of so much importance that 
none of our just claims of privilege will be as heretofore 
unattended 4 nor any igi akc we can wish for our rights 
be denied as. | ) 
‘With great respect I have the honour to be, Sir, your 
most t obedient humble servant, "Be FRANKLIN. : 


To THE Hon. wuosgis Cusmine, Esq. | 


/ iti at Sha id wish to heal the Breach between Great 
cs Britain and America. 

Sir, ‘ir (Private) _ London, April 3, 1773. 
~My last was of the oth past, since which nothing 
material has occurred relating to the colonies. The 
Assembly’: s answer to Governor Hutchinson’s speech is 
not yet come over, but I find that even his friends ‘here 
_ are apprehensive of some ill consequences from his forcing 
the Assembly into that dispute, and begin to say it “was 
not prudently done, though they believe it meant well. ai 
inclose ‘you two newspapers in which it is: ahentioned: 
Lord: Dartmouth the other day. expressed his wish to me, 
that some means could be fallen upon to heal the breach. 
LE took the freedom to tell him, that he could do ‘auch in 
it if he would exert.himself; JT think I see signs of relent- 
ing in some others. .The Bishop of St. Asaph’s sermon 
before the Society for, propagating the Gospel is much 
talked of for its Catholic spirit and favourable sentiments 
relating to the colonies. I will endeavour to get a copy 
to’send you. ‘With greatesteem and respect, I have the 
lionour to be, Sir, your ‘most obedient and most humble 
servant, B. FRANKLIN. 
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—— To - ‘ . bane : 
: Fy ise eZ E oie wu a uh ve tH “qt ‘ Mb, ae be yr pat dl 
! : Pf bf 
, se ; 


eed ee tay B62 Govenson Feankuin, ie 
poy* 


The Bishop of St. “Asaph 3 Sermon ‘before the Society VF 
_, Propagating | the Gospel favourable to America. 


‘ " 
Pot 
y 


“Daan wow iT os _ London, April 6, 1773. 


a - Treceived yours ob ilig 8 2, wae ag papers 
of information that accompany it. 
~T have sent to Mr. Galloway one of the Boars of St. 
Asaph’s' sermons for’ your Society for propagating the: 
Gospel. © I would have: sent you one, but you will receive 
it of course as'amember. It contains such liberal and? 
generoussentiments relating to the conduct of. government’ 
here towards America, that Sir J. Pringle says it was 
written ‘in compliment to me. But from the i intimacy of 
friendship i in which I live with ‘the author, I know he has 
expressed nothing but what “he thinks and feels; and I 
honour him the more, that through the mere hope of doing 
good, he has hazarded the displeasure of the Court, and 
of: course the’ prospect of further preferment, Possibly 
indeed the ideas of the Court may change; for [ think [ 
see some alarm at the discontents in New England, and 
some appearance of softening i in the disposition of Sovern-, 
ment, on ‘the idea that matters have been carried too far 
there. But all depends upon: circumstances and’ events, 
We govern from hand to mouth, ) There seems to be ho. 
wise egular plan. ug 

"er ie saw “Lord Dartmouth about ‘two weeks since, ‘He 
mentioned’ hothing t to me of your application for additional : 


salary, nor’ did T to him, for Ido not like It, a fear j it will 
embroil you with OR at Sa plied 
« 
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While I am writing comes to hand yours of March 2. 
My letter by the October packet must have sent as usual 
‘to the office by the bell-man. That being, as you inform 
me, rubbed open a as some of J yours to me fue been, gives 
an additional circumstance of probability to the conjecture 
made in mine of December 2. For the future I shall 
send letters. ‘of consequence to the office Gace I use the 
packet conveyance) by my clerk. ' py? 

Your accounts of the numbers of people, birthi; badals, 
Se. i in your province, will be very agreeable to me, and 
particularly so to Dr. Price. Compared with former 
accounts, they will show the increase of your people, but 
“not perfectly, as I think a great many have gone leahie: 
New J ersey to the more Southern Colonies. = 

- The parliament is like to sit till the end of June, as 
Mr. Cooper tells me. I had thoughts of returning home 
: about that time. The Boston Assembly’s ‘answer to the 
Governor’ s speech, which I have just. received, may 
possibly produce something here’ to occasion my longer 
stay, I ata your affectionate fates Re Franxuns ' 


WAG She ( 


Te THE ‘low. THomas: Cusmxe, Esg. ca ae 


ee 
Governor Hutohinsoa’ s Reset, Es al? with Lord 
on Dartmouth ae the sames 


Se, | (Private) - i London, May 6, 1773., 


| [have received none of your favours sual 
of November 28. I have ‘since written: to, you. ¢ of the. 
following dates, December 2," January 5, March: il 
April 3, which T hope got acl to eet YE a dite 


~ 37 sal 
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The Council and Assembly's answer to Governor 
Hutchinson’s speech I caused to be printed here as soon 
ast received them. His reply I see since printed also, 
butitheir rejoinder is not yet come. If he intended by 
reviving that dispute to recommend himself he has greatly 
missed his aim ; for the Administration are chagrined with 
his officiousness, their intention having ‘been to let all 
contention subside, and by degrees suffer matters to return 
to the,old channel. They are now embarrassed by his 
proceedings; for if they lay the Governor’s dispatches 
containing the declaration of the general court before 
parliament, they apprehend measures may be taken that 
will widen the breach; which would be more particularly 
inconvenient at this time, when the disturbed state of 
Europe: gives some apprehensions of a general war; ; on 
the other hand, if they do not lay them before parliament 
they give advantage to opposition against themselves on 
some future occasion, in a charge of criminal neglect. 
Some say he must be a fool, others that through some 
misinformation -he really. supposed Lord Malebibyongh 8 to 
be again in office. 

_ Yesterday I had a conversation with i D. of which 
J think it right to give you some account. On my saying 
that I had no late advices from Boston, and asking if his 
‘Lordship had any, he said, none since the Governor’s 
second speech ; but what difficulties that gentleman has 
‘brought us.all into by his imprudence! though I suppose 
he meant well :—yet what can now be done? It is impos- 
sible:that parliament can suffer such a declaration of the 
General Assembly, asserting its independency, to pass 
‘unnoticed. In my opinion, said I, it would be better and 
mére| prudent to take no notice of it. It is words only. 
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‘Acts ‘of parliament are still submitted’to there» No force 
‘is used to obstruct their execution. And while: thatissthe 
case, parliament‘ would ‘do’ well to turn: a deafear,iand 
“seen ‘not to know that such ‘declarations’ had‘ ever *been 
“made: * Violent measures against the province! will not 
‘change the’ opi nion of the people.» Force could 'domo 
godd. “I do not know, said she, that. force »would*be 
‘thought of; ‘but perhaps’ an’ act ‘may pass 'to\lay: ‘them 
“utider some: inconveniencies till» they rescind »that-deélara- 
tion. ~Caw they not withdraw it? “1 wish they ‘could~be 
‘persuaded to reconsider the! matter; and do itof themselves 
or and — een Eni eranene 


*dindedd ‘ag babes yiact a suhisndalieeelantae, 
‘said J, I think itis impossible. If they were even to*wish 
matters» back “in «the? situation” “before. the oleae 
‘speech, and the dispute: ‘obliterated, they:cannot ~withdra 
their -answers till: he: first» vtithdramiiidiis te pest aniich 
methinks would be an awkward operation that perhaps:he 
will hardly be’directed ‘to perform, As to an actofparlia- 
ment laying that country under inconveniencies; it isilikely 
that will only put them as ‘heretofore on some method of 
-4ncommoding this:country till’the act is repealed j “and! so 
‘we ‘shall go on injuring ‘and provoking each “other, iistead 
-of cultivating that good ‘will and: harmony so necessary to 
the general welfare: He said,'that might ‘be; and ‘he was 
‘sensible our divisions must weaken the wholei;’ for werare 
-yetione empire, said ‘he, whatever ‘may be the sentiments 
-of the’ Massdchisetts Assembly, but ‘he did notseechow 
that could be avoided: “He wondered, as’the dispute ‘was 
tow of publie notoriety, parliament had not alréady-called 
for the dispatches; and: he ‘thought he! could*not’omit — 
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much longer the communicatiig, them, however) unwilling 
he was to:do it froin his,apprehension of the consequences. 
But what (his. Lordship. was pleased. to, say) if you;were 
im my_place, would or could you.do?.. Would you hazard 
the’ being called to account in some future’ session, of 
parliament, for keeping back, the communication of dis- 
patches of ,such) importance ?, I said his Lordship. could 
best judge, what in his situation was fittest for him to do. 
Ecould,ouly, give my poor ,opinion with, regard, to, parlia- 
ment, that.supposing the dispatches laid befoxe. them, they 
would, act most, prudently.in ordering | them.to. lie,on the 
table, and take: no farther, notice of them. | For were 1,as 
much, an’ Englishman as [am an American,;and, eyer,so 
_ desirous of establishing the authority of parliament, I pro- 
test to'your’ Lordship I cannot..conceive of, asingle step 
the parliament can take, to increase it, that will, not;tend to 
- diminish, it; and after abundance of ; mischief they. must 
~ finally lose it.) The loss in itself perhaps’ would not be of 
‘much consequence; because »it),is.an, authority they. can 
never well exercise for want.of due information and know- 
ledge, and therefore itis not worth hazarding the mischief 

to preserve it. Then. adding my wishes, that/I.could be 
of any service, in healing our differences, his Lordship said, 

L.do not see any thing of »more service, than, prevailing on 
the General Assembly, if you can do it, to withdraw. their 
answers to the Govetnor’s, speech.,...{Phere is not, said I, 

the least probability they will ever do that; for the country 

is all) of sone mind, upon. the subject... Perhaps, the 
Governor) may have represented to. your. Lordship, that 
these aie»the opinions, of a, party only, and. that, great 
numbers .are: of different sentiments which, may, in, time 
prevail... But if he does not’ deceive himself, he deceives 


860 PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCB PART IT 


your Lordship :. for in both ‘houses, notwithstanding the 
influence appertaining: to his office, there was not, | in'send- 
ing up’those answers,’a single dissenting voice. I do not 
recollect, said his’ Lordship, that the Governor has written 
any thing of ‘that:kind. I am told, however, by gentle- 
men from that country who’ pretend to know it, that there 
are many of the Governor’s opinion, but they dare not 
show their sentiments.‘ I never heard, said I, that any one 
_ kas suffered violence for siding with the Governor. “Not 

violence perhaps, said his Lordship, but they ‘are reviled 
and held in contempt, and people do not care'to’ incur “the 
disesteem and displeasure of their neighbours: »' As I knew. 
Governor ‘Bernard ‘had ‘been’in with his Lordship: just | 
before me, ] thought he was: probably one of these gentle- 
nien informants, and therefore said, people:‘who are 
engaged ‘in’ any party or have advised any measures are apt 
to magnify the numbers of those they would have under 
stood as approving their measures.. His Lordship'said) 
that was natural to: suppose might be the present case's. 
for whoever observed the conduct. of ‘parties here, must. 
have seen it'a constant ‘practice ; and'he agreed with me, 
that though a’ nemine contradicente’ did not ‘prove''the 
absolute agreement of every man in the opinion voted, 
iti sit? wis deineinstratea the: _ habia re sof that 
i pena aot PF de ba Raed (one nape eede.) taht 

_ Thus ain ake ol shall. ani! ‘this’ busi= 

ness’ till the parliament ‘rises, and endeavour''to make — 
people in general as sensible of the inconveniences to-this 
country that'may attend a° continuance of the: contestyias 
the -Spital-fields -weavers seem’ already ‘to‘be in their 
petition to the King; which I herewith ‘send you. \:Ihave 
already the pleasure to firid that my friend, the Bishop of 
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St. Asaph’s sermon, is universally approved and ap- 
plauded, which I take to be no bad symptom. With 
_ Sincere esteem and respect, have the ‘honour to be, Sir, 
your most obedient humble servant, ‘B. Pearman” : 


bi ahtree a ee | 


sedge To. THE p Hon. Tuomas Cusmaig, 5; 2 
oe Malice to the King, and sf" eisai ikeoiaiige 


“S agen ghee a Logie ei 2, 1W773.. 
ps Heth > pineal Jost wl the 6th past. A have loi 
haboiiredk te yours of March 6 and 24, inclosing a peti- 
tion:to'the King, anda letter to Lord Dartmouth. On 
considering the whole, I concluded that a longer delay of 
presenting the first’ petition and remonstrance was‘ not 
likely to answer any good purpose, and. therefore i imme- 
diately waited.on Lord Dartmouth, and delivered to him 
the-letter, and the second petition, at the same time>re- 
delivering: the first, and. pressed his Lordship: to present 
_ them: to:his Majesty, which: he promised todo. Enclosed 
I'send you'the answer Ihave just received. from him, as 
this-day’s, packet (the mail for which is: to be made up 
and dispatched in a few. hours) is the earliest opportunity, 
the ships for Boston not being to sail tillthe beginning of 
next week. By one: of them I shall send a copy, with 
what observations occur to me on the occasion, which 
the time will not now pernfit me to write. In the mean 
while: would just. beg. leave to-say that. I hope the house 
will:come' too: hasty resolves upon it. The longer they 
deliberate, the more maturely they consider, the. greater 
-weight will attend their resolutions. With sincere en 
sit wis vont most obedient auiiahhe servant, is 
Daandkar Bai Halse: 
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Hires vit BAe) Ue yan’ Ate @ WAL 
fo tie ‘ON. iSite ¢ USHING, Esa" 


yt! 138 nad nh ry iii tf Fe Le MA ny Shy wa 
‘li we cope gAmertcan, Duis, on Maen iuiies thy nmeoniail 
iprvsou a Seva ts Danilo June Ag a7T3s> 


_ The above is a copy of mine per packet, which 
inclosed the original of his Majesty’ s answer to our peti- 
tions and remonstrance.. I now,send an exact copy of 
the same, which | did intend to accompany with some 
observations, and my sentiments on the general state’ of 
our’ affairs i in this country, and the conduct proper for us 
to hold’ on this’ o¢casion. But beginning to write I find 
the matter’ too copious, and the ‘subject (on reflection) 
‘too important to be treated of in an hasty letter;‘and being 

“told the ships’ sail’ vinincsaccnbeid ‘I must postpone nemaroeiaret 
ii ‘opportunity, Bae ad eenoede aie 
“Tt was: atiinigtie at. the sails of the: ative 
the ‘American’ duty on Tea would be taken offs: “But now 
“the wise scheme is to take off so) much duty here,.as‘will 
make tea cheaper in America than foreigners:can supply 
‘us, and to confine’ the duty there to keep: up’ the exercise 
of the right. “They have’no: idea ‘that: any people can‘act 
from “any: other principle but’ that of interest ; and they 
‘Pelieve' that three:pence ina pound of tea,o of which one 
does ‘not perhaps‘drink'ten‘pounds»in’ a year, is sufficient 
‘to overcome all the’ patriotism of an American, 99 1% . 
229° purpose soon’ to write to“you very fully.” Asito thie 
letters I communicated ‘to you; though [ have motebeen 
-able*toobtain leaveto ‘take copies or publish them, I 
have permission’ tovlet the’ originals remain: with you as 
ee as ee — think. it a _ use to. heen nines — 


ae Governor re bec anstiN's, 
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séssion. With great esteem ‘and! respect, TD have wt 
honour to be, Siry your most obedient humble servant, ©. 
hy di POTS anit Ha UR Sy oii \B. Frankin, 

yet ope seal 


To trot Hon. Tuomas Bennie: Esq, | 


“iter “Threby Alder Ny oti pit) yy 


roses with Governor Hutchinson —Fi ‘arst idea of 
Shes eh bey. per ees 
an Ameriéin’ ongress —Dr. “Franklin's: justi ification 


of Himself a against | the Charge of neglect, as Agent si 


NTO fen 


 Massachusets, 
Ale Cite?” ait ry ae wheseyl te gab 
‘ft ‘sin, : Ries e e9t 8 MNS “London July, if 3) 1773. 


RESID WANE 9 ne thank; you; for, the ,pamphlets you baye; saent 
at me, containing the ,. controversy, between the Governor. and 
the two, houses,,... d have distributed. them where: | thought 
they might be of use. He makes perhaps,as. much of his 
“airgament,as. Alt WY, ill bear.;; but, has the misfortune. of being 
“con ithe .w eak side, and so.1s,put to shifts and: quibbles, and 
the yse.of much:sophistry, and_artifice to; give. plausibility 
to his reasonings.., ‘The Council, and the. , Assembly, have 
greatly, the, advantage in point of: fairness, perspicuity,, and 
force.,;;, His. precedents of acts.of;. parliament, binding, the 
-ieolonies,:and:onr tacit consent. to, those acts. are all frivo- 
Jous.,Shall,a guardian who as imposed upon,; cheated 
‘and plundered:a minor under his, care, who, was.unable to 
pieyent ity;-plead,' those! impositions; after, his, ward, has 
discovered) them;,as .precedents and. authorities: for. con- 
‘nying them,. ,) Phere, have been , precedents, time out of 
amind, for; robbing on; Hounslow, Heath, but. the. highway- 
man who Tobbed there; yesterday does nevertheless deserve 
Hnngines OP Pda eaiyad ‘eriboauil SMe Oe pre af ay 
» ham_glad,to;see. the resolves of ahs Virginia _ House of 
Bites. There are brave spirits anjong, that people. 
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I hope their proposal will be readily complied with by 
all the colonies. It'is natural to suppose as you do, that 
if the. “oppressions: continue, a congress may grow out of 
that ‘correspondence. — Nothing would more alarm our 
ministers ; but if the colonies agree to hold a congress, I | 
do not see how itvcan be prevented. | 

The instruction relating to the exemption of the com- 
missioners I imagine is withdrawn : 4 perhaps the other 
also relating ‘to the agents, ‘but of that I have heard no- 
thing. I only wonder that the Governor should make’ 
such a declaration of his readiness to nin with an inti- 
mation i in acting contrary to any instructions, if he had not 
already or did not ‘soon expect a repeal of those instruc- 
tions. ‘T have not, and shall never’ ‘use rows name on this: 
or any similar occasion. | sil ith el 

i note” your directions reeling to “ous and. pri ate 
letters, ‘and shall not ‘fail to observe them. At the same 
time I think all the correspondence should be in the 
speaker’s power, ‘to communicate such extracts only as he 
should think proper for the house. It is extremely’ em- 
barrassing to an agent to write letters concerning his 
transactions with ministers, which letters he knows are to 
be read” in the’ house, where there may be Governor's 
spies who | carry away parts, or perhaps ‘take copies that 
are echoed back hither privately if they should not’ be, 
as sometimes ‘they are, printed i in the votes. It is ‘impos- 
sible to ‘write ‘freely in such eircumstances, unless ‘he 
would hazard his usefulness, and put it out of ‘his: power 
to do his country’ any farther service. I speak this now, 
not upon my own account, being about to decline all 
public business, but for: Mite "Poisilersu6i with fin. we 
future agents, 
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- And now, we speak of agents, I must mention. my con- 
cern that I should fall. under so severe a censure of the 
house, a3, that of neglect in their business, I have sub- 
mitted to. the reproof without reply in my public letter, 
ont of pure respect. It is not decent to dispute a father’s 
admonitions. But to you im private permit me to observe, 
that as to the two things I am blamed for not giving the 
earliest notice of, viz. the clause in the act relating to 
dock yards, and the appointment of salaries for the 
Governor and J udges; the first only seems to haye some 
foundation. I did not know, but perhaps I ought to have 
known, that such a clause was intended. And yet ina 
parliament, that duting the whole session refused admis- 
sion to» strangers, wherein near two hundred acts were 
passed, it is’ not so easy a matter to come at the knows 
ledge of every clause in every act, and to give opposition 
to.what may affect one’s constituents, especially when it 
is not uncommon: to. smuggle clauses into a bill whose 
title shall-give no. suspicion, when an opposition to such 
clauses is apprehended. I say this: is no: easy matter, 
But had. L known of this clause it is not hkely I could 
have prevented its passing in the present disposition of 
government towards America, nor do I see that my giving 
earlier notice of its having passed. could have been of 
much service, . As to the other, concerning the Governor 
and. Judges, I should hardly have thought of sending the 
House an account of it, if the minister had mentioned it 
to me, as I understood from their first letter to me, | that 
they had already the best intelligence “ of its. being 
determined by administration to bestow large salaries on 
the Attorney General, Judges, and Governor of the pro- - 
vince.” I could not therefore possibly “ give the first 
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notice of this inipending ‘evil.” I answered however 
“that there was no ‘doubt of the ‘nitention: of making 
Governors, and) some other ‘officers. independent of :the 
people for their: support; and that! this purpose willbe 
persisted in, if the American revenue is’ found sufficient to 
defray’ the: salaries.” | This censure, though grievous, does 
net so much surprize me, as I apprehended all along from 
the beginning, that between the friend’ of an old agent, 
my predecessor who thought himself hardly used’ in’ his 
dismission, :and:: thosé:of ‘a young :one!inipatient for thé 
succession, my situation was not likely tobe avery !com? 
fortable one, as my faults could scarce pass unobservedsi* 
od think of: leaving England in September: As soon\as’ 
possible after my arrival:in) America, I: purpose’ (God 
willing) to visit: Boston, when I hope to have the pleasure 
of. paying my respects to you. I shall then give every 
information in my power, and. offer. every advice relating: 
to.our affairs, (not so convenient to be: written) that my’ 
situation here for so many years may enable: me. to sug- 
gest for the benefit of our: country.’ Sometime before 
my departure, I shall put your :papers into: the hands of 
Mr. Lee, and :assist-him: with my» counsel while*I stay 
where there may be any occasion for it... He is a:gentle- 
man. of parts and ability, and though he cannotexceed me 
in. sincere zeal for the: interest) and: prosperity-of the/pro= 
vince, his youth will easily enable him: ‘to sserve!itiwith: 
more activity. -I am, Sir; very respectfully, -yoursobliged 
and most obedient humble servant, |: BoFRANKLENG 0 


vide a4 bee Aho ae (oyteer apo: iaahr, obocnbke beat soph 
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Purliament prorogued. —The King’ s Answer to the Ame- 
rican hpi = Propose sa means ha i gl redress. 
“pbSpeetine’ America.— Captain Cc alef.— ar Francis 

“Bernard's Project. atlas crveiniagtetn tied enter abetee 


Bipwd ilves oe to hai Sey pt aeRO toe 
sf Sin, ee Sadist July 7, 1773... 
cae He rE 5 a tele Is at se dg prorogued svithienit 
meddling with the state of America. Their time was 
much employed in the East India busimess: and perhaps 
it;was not thought prudent to lay before them the advices 
from New England, though some threatening: intimations 
had been given of such an intention. The King’s firm 
answer (as itis. called) to our petitions, and remonstrances, 
has probably been judged) sufficient for the ‘present. I 
forwarded that answer to you by the last packet, and sent 
_ a copy of it by a Boston ship the beginning of Jast month: 
Therein we'are told “ that his Majesty has well. weighed 
the subject matter, and ‘the expressions contained in those 
petitions; and that.as he will ever attend to the humble 
petitions of his subjects, and be forward to redress every 
real grievance, so he’ is determined to support the Con= 
stitution, and resist with firmness every attempt to dero- 
gate from the authority of the supreme legislature.” 
| By this it seems that some exception is taken to the 
expressions of the petitions as not sufficiently humble, that 
the grievances complained of are not thought real griev- 
ances; that parliament is deemed the supreme legislature, 
and its authority over the colonies supposed to’ be the 
constitution. : Indeed the last idea is expressed more: fully 
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in the next paragraph, where the words of the act are 
used declaring’ the’ right of the crown with the advice of 
parliament to make laws of sufficient force and validity 
to bind its subjects i in America i in all cases whatsoever. 

When one considers . the King’ s situation, surrounded 
bs ministers, counsellors, and judges learned in the law, 
who are all of this opinion, and reflect. how necessary 
it is for him to be well with his parliament, from whose 
yearly grants, his fleets and armies are to be supported, 
andthe deficiencies of his civil ‘list supplied, it is not to 
he wondered at that he should be firm in an opinion 
established as:far as an act of parliament could establish 
it, by even the friends of America at the time they 
repealed the Stamp act ; and which is so generally thought 
right by his lords and commons, that any act of his, coun- 
tenancing the contrary, would hazard -his embroiling 
himself with those powerful bodies. And hence it seems 
hardly to be expected from him that he should take any 
step of that kind. The grievous instructions indeed might 
be withdrawn without their observing it, if his’ Majesty 
thought fit so to do; but under the present prejudices of 
all about him, it seems that iat is not yet likely to be 
advised... 

_ The question then arises, how are we to oli redress? 
If we look back into the parliamentary history of this 
country, we shall find, that in similar situations of the 
subjects here, redress could seldom be obtained but. by 
withholding aids when the sovereign was in distress, till 
the grievances were removed. Hence the rooted custom 
ef the conimons to keep money bills in their own dispo- 
sition, not suffermg even the: lords to. meddle in ‘grants, 
either as to quantity, manner of raising, or even in the 
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smallest circumstance... ‘This country., pretends. to be 
collectively our sovereign, It is now deeply i in, ,debt.. lis 
funds. are far, short of ‘recovering their, /par, since, the. dast 
war: another, would distress it still, more. . Its people 
diminish, as. well as its credit. Men will be wanted as. 
well as money, , The. colonies. are. Tapidly 1 increasing: In 
wealth and wel ods In the last war they maintained an 
army of 25,000. A country able to do that, is no.con- 
temptible. ally. In another. war they may. perhaps do. 
twice as much with equal ease. Whenever a war happens: 
our aid will be. wished for, our friendship. desired: and 
cultivated, our good. will courted : then is the time to.say, 
redress. our grievances. You. take. money from us_ by 
force, aud now you ask it of voluntary grant. You cannot. 
have it both ways. Jf you chuse to. have it without our. 
consent, you must go on taking it that way, and be content, 
with what little, you can so obtain... If you would rp 
our free gifts, desist. from your compulsive methods, and. 
acknowledge our, rights, and secure our future enjoyment, 
of them. Our claims will then. be attended to, and our, 
complaints, regarded, .. By what I perceived not, long, 
since, when a war was apprehended. with Spain, the, 
different countenance put on by some great men hera: 
towards, those who were thought te havea litle influence 
in, America, and the language, that began to. be held with, 
regard. to the then minister for the colonies, I am confident 
that if that “war had taken place he. would have been, 
immediately dismissed, all his measures. reversed, and 
every. step taken. to recover our affection. and procure our 
assistance. _ Thence’ I think it fair to conelude. that. similar 
effects: will, Probable, be. aiauae au similar circum 
WRG ole inw cxaa.mi wd Bien | Got TO a vert 
Von, I. ; : me 2 A 


870 PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE PART Ile 


Bat as the strength of an empire depends not only on 
the union of its parts, but on their readiness for united 
exertion of their common force ; and as the discussion of 
rights may seem unseasonable i in the commencement of 
actual war, and the delay it might occasion be prejudicial 
to the common welfare : as likewise the refusal of one or 
a few colonies, would not be so much regarded if the 
others granted liberally, which perhaps by various artifices 
and motives they might be prevailed on to do ; and, as 
this want of concert would defeat the expectation of 
general redress that otherwise might be justly formed ; 
perhaps it would be best and fairest, for the colonies in a 
general congress now in peace to be assembled, or. by 
means of the correspondence lately proposed © after a full 
and solemn assertion and declaration of their rights to 
engage firmly with each other, that they will never grant 
aids to the crown in any general war till those old are 
recognized by the King and both houses of parliament ; 
communicating at the same. time to the crown this: thelr 
resolution. Such a step’ ‘T imagine will bring the dispute 
to a crisis: and whether our demands are immediately 
complied with, or compulsory measures thought of. to 
make us rescind them, our ends will finally be obtained, , 
for even the odium accompanying such “<oinpalanit 
attempts will contribute to unite and strengthen us, wf 
in the mean time all the world will allow that our. Pioy 
ceeding has been honourable. — MEN 

No one doubts the advantage of a strict union fain | 
the mother-country and.the colonies, if it may be obtained. 
and preserved on equitable terms. In every fair. ‘counee- 
tion each party should find its own interest. | Britain’ will 
find her’s in our joining with her in every war she makes 
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to the greater annoyance and terror of her enemies ; in 
our employment of her manufacturers and enriching ge 
merchants by our commerce; and her government will 
feel some additional strengthening of its hands, by the 
disposition of our profitable posts and places. On our 
side, we have to expect the protection she can afford us, 
and the advantage of a common umpire in our disputes, 
thereby preventing wars we might otherwise have with 
each other, so that we can without interruption | go on 
with our improvements, and increase our numbers, We 
_ ask no more of her, and she should not think of forcing 
more from us. By the exercise of prudent moderation 
on her part, mixed with a little kindiess ; ; and by a decent 
behaviour on ours, excusing where we can excuse from a 
consideration of circumstances, and bearing a little with 
the infirmities of her government as we would with those 
of an aged. parent, though firmly asserting our privileges, 
and declaring that we mean at a proper time to vindicate 
them, this advantageous union may still be long continued. 
We wish it, and we may endeavour it, but God will order 
it.as to his wisdom shall seem most suitable. The friends 
of liberty here wish we may long preserve it on our side 
the water, that they may find it there, if adverse events 
should destroy it here. | They are therefore anxious and 
afraid lest we should hazard it by premature attempts, in 
its favour. They think we may risque much by violent 
measures, and that the risque is unnetessary, since a little 
time must infallibly bring us all we demand or desire, and 
bring i it us in: peace | and’ safety. I do not presume. to 
advise. ‘There are many wiser men among you, | and: b 
hope you will be directed by a still superior wisdom. Pint 
With regard to the sentiments: of people in. general 
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here concerning ‘America, I must ‘say that we have among 
them many friends, and well wishers. ‘The dissenters are 
all for us, and many of the merchants and manufacturers. 
There seems to be even among the country gentlemen a 
general sense of our growing importance, a disapprobation 
of the harsh measures with which we have been treated, 
and a wish that some means may be found of perfect 
reconciliation. A few’ members: of parliament in both 
houses, and perhaps some in high office have ina degree 
the same ideas, but none of these seem willing as yet to 
be active in our favour, lest adversaries should take advan- 
tage and charge’ it upon them as a betraying the interests 
of this nation. In this state of things no endeavour of 
mine or our other, friends here “ to obtaina repeal of the 
acts, so oppressive to the colonists, or the orders of the 
crown 80 destructive of the charter rights of our province 
in particular,” can expect a sudden success. ~By de- 
grees and a judicious improvement of events we may work 
a change in minds and measures, but otherwise such great 
alterations are hardly to be looked for, = 
Tam. thankful’ to the House. for their kind attention in 
repeating their grant to me of six hundred pounds.’ Whe- 
ther the instruction restraining the Governor's assent is 
withdrawn or not, or is likely to be, I cannot tell, having 
never solicited, or even orice. mentioned it to: Lord Dart- 
mouth, being resolved to owe no obligation to the favour 
of any minister. If from a sense of right, that instruction 
should be recalled, and the’ general prmciple on which it 
was founded ‘is given up, all will be very well : but: you 
“dah never think it worth while to employ an agent here if 
“his being paid: or not: is ‘to depend on) the! ‘breath of a 
tninister, and: ‘T should think it a situation ‘too! suspicious 
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and. therefore. too dishonourable for me to remain. in ‘a 
single hour.’ Living) frugally | am. under’ mov immediate 
necessity, and if I serve my. constituents faithfully, though 
it’ should::be unsuccessfully, Iam confident. they will 
always have'it in their inclination, and some. time or other 
in their power to make their grants effectual. 
_» Acgentleman of our province Captain Calef is come 
hither as an agent for some of the eastern’ townships, to 
obtain a confirmation of their lands. Sir Francis Bernard 
seems inclined to make use of this person’s application 
for promoting a separation: of that country from your 
province and making it a) distinct government, to which 
purpose'he prepared a draft of a memorial for Calef to 
present, setting forth not only the hardship of being 
without security in the property of their improvements, 
~ but also. of the. distress . of the people there, for want of 
government ; that they were at too great a distance from 
the seat of government in the Massachusetts to be capable 
of receiving the benefits’. of: government thence, and 
expressing their willingness. to be separated and formed 
into a new province, &c. With this draft Sir Francis and 
Mr. Calef,came to me. to have my opinion. I. read it, 
and observed to them that though I wished. the people 
quieted.in their possessions,:and would do any thing I 
could) to ‘assist in. obtaining the assurance of their pro- 
-perty; yet as I knew the province of Massachusetts had a 
right to that:country, of which they were justly tenacious, 
I-must oppose that part of the memorial, if it ‘should be 
_ presented... Sir Francis allowed the right, but proposed 
thata ‘great tract of land» between Merrimack and Con- 
necticut rivers, which had beer allotted to New Hampshire, 
might be restored to ‘our province by order’ of the crown, 
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as a compensation, This he said would be of. miore 
value to us than, that. eastern country, as being nearer. 
home, &e. . I said I. would mention it in. my letters, but. 
must,in the mean. time oppose. any step taken) an. the affair 
‘before,the sentiments of the general court: should be 
known, as to such an exchange, if it were offered. Mr. Calef 
himself did not seem. fond of the: draft, and I. have not 
seen, him, or: heard any. thing farther of it anes Joa. IT 
shall watchut...» .. -.» 

Be. pleased. to. ‘present, i my y dutiful inthe to. “the ri 
and believe, me with, sincere. and great ests Sir, your 
_ most obedient and.most humble Servants, ay. aoginos 
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‘nia oie cts on the- Proceedings against Americas 
“RevunexD § Sin, pa London, July 3,177. 
bea vegous The remarks you, have added, on sheiletempr>,. 
vetdnalnnstahien ot are very just and) judigious : 
and I cannot.see any 1m propriety: in your makmg them, — 
though.a minister of the. Gospel. This kingdom is a . 
good deal indebted for its liberties: to: the public spint of 
its.ancient,clergy, who joined, with the Barons in obtain- 
ing Magna Charta,. and joined, heartily. in forming’ the 
curses of excommunication against. the. infringers of )it, 
There is no doubt but the claim,of, parliament, of autho- 
rity to make \laws. binding \onothe; colonies 2n all.cases 
whatsoever, includes an authority to change our. religious 
constitution, and, ,establish popery .or “Mahometanism if 
they please in its stead ; but, as | you intimate, power does — 
not infer right; and as the right is nothing and the. power 7 


s 
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(by our increase) continually diminishing, the one will 
soon be as insignificant as the other. You seem only'to 
have made a small mistake in supposing they- modestly 
avoided*to declare they hada right, the words of the’act 
being “ that they ai and of right ee to have’ fall 
power, & Ke.” ) Tee baie 

Your suspicion that pen others: esides Golenney 
Bernard: “ had written hither their opinions and counsels 
encouraging the late measures to the prejudice of our 
country, which have been too much heeded and followed,” 
is, [ apprehend, but too well founded. You call them 
“ traitorous individuals,” whence I collect, that you sup- 
pose them of our own country. There was among. the 
twelve Apostles one traitor who betrayed with a kiss. It 
should be no wonder therefore, if among so many thou- 
sand true patriots as New England contains,-there, should 
be found even twelve Judases, ready to betray their coun 
try for a few paltry pieces of silver. Their ends as well 
as their views ought to be similar. But all the oppres- 
sions evidently work for our good. Providence’ seems by 
every means ‘intent on making us a great people. May 
our virtues public and private grow with us, and be dura- 
ble, that liberty, civil and religious, may be secured to our 
posterity, and to all from. every part of the old dc ‘that 
take refuge among us. | Oe ae 

With great esteem and my Hust: wishes fora ‘she con- 
tinuance of your usefulness, I am, ‘Reverend sails ‘your 
most obedient humble s seryant, ad SAG Mi ies 
B FRANKLIN. 
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ete Governor. Ht utchinson —His Letters, Pe bed 
Deri STR,O hs ' + «London, July 7, 1773. 


I received your very valuable favors of 
March 15,‘ and’ April 23. It rejoices me to'find) your 
health so far restored that sia erg can again be: bene- 
tied by your: correspondence. ° Pal oes “liye Os iow 
The governor’ was doeaistyit out’ roe his politics, if he 
iopled to recommend himself there’ by entering’ upon that 
dispute’ with ‘the ‘assembly. His imprudence an’ bringing 
it at all upon’ the tapis: and his’ bad:management of it, are 
almost equally’censured. ‘The ‘council’ and ° assembly on 
the: other hand have" by the coolness, nese ‘and force 
of their answers ‘gained great reputation. | 1} Det tine 
“~“The'unanimity of our towns in-théir sentiments of Pic 
berty gives me 'great- pleasure; a8 it shows. the: generally 
enligliteried state of our people’s minds and the’ falsehood 
of the opinion: much cultivated here by the partizans’ ‘Of ‘ar- 
bitrary ‘power int ‘America, that only a small i ationg 
us were ‘discoritented ‘with the late measures.’ If that 
unanimity: ‘can be’ discovered ’in’ all the colonies, it will 
give much greater weight to our future remonstrances. | 1 
heartily wish with you that some line could be drawn, 
some bill of rights established for America, that might se- 
eure peace between the two countries, so necessary for the 
prosperity of both. But I think little attention is like to 
be! afforded ‘by our ministers to that! salutary work till 
the breach becomes greater and more alarming, and then 


the difficulty of repairing it will be greater in a tenfold pro- 
portion. 
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You mention the surprize of gentlemen to. whom those 
letters* have been communicated, at the restrictions with 
which they were accompanied,:and which they -suppose 
render them incapable of answering any important end. 
One great reason of forbidding their publication, was an 
apprehension that it might put all the possessors of such 
correspondence here upon their guard, and so prevent the 
obtaining more of it. And it was imagined that showing 
the originals to so many as were named and to a few’ such 
others as they might think fit; would be.sufficient to esta- 
blish the authenticity and to spread through, the. province 
so just. an estimation of the, writers, as.to strip them of all 
their deluded. friends and demolish effectually. their imterest 
and influence. The letters might be shown even to some - 
of the governor’s and lieutenant governor’s partizans and 
spoken of to every body; for there was no restraint pro- 
posed to talking of them, but only to copying. How- 
ever, the terms given owith thes could py ‘be. ‘those with 
which they were received. | pend ort anorig’h ” Ugalde 

» The great defect here is in all sorts of ann a want of 
attention to what passes in. such remote countries as) Ame- 
rica, ai unwillingness, to. read any, thing about. them. if it 
appears a little prolix ; 3, and a disposition to postpone the 
consideration even of the, things they know they must at last 
consider, that so they may have time. for. what more imme- 
diately concerns them and. withal enjoy. their. amusements, 
and be undisturbed in the. universal -dissipation....._In, other 
-Fespects, though some of the great regard us with ajea- 
lous eye, and some are angry with us, the majority of the 
nation, rather, wish us well, and have no, desire to infringe 
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our liberties. © And many | ¢ Betbole themselves under the 
apprehension | of’ declining’ liberty here, that they or their 
posterity shall be able to find ber safe and vigorous in 
poerpaie With: sincere and great esteem, Iam &e. 
TS BOUTIN ee 13 Pants: fe FRANKLIN. 


with “To. Goyunxon, Fe oe 
| Lord North, — met him at. Lord Le Despencer’ s. —Lord 
“Dartmouth. — Anecdote of Lord ‘Hillsborough. 


“tite Son,” se "8° London, July 14, 1778. 

ree ares TO Pam olad te find by yours of May 4, that. 
you. ‘have been ‘able to assist J osiah Davenport a ‘Tittle ; 
but vexed that he and you should think of putting me upon 
a solicitation which it is impossible for me to’ engage in. 
T’am not upon ‘terms with Lord North to ask any such 
favor from him. ‘Displeased with something he’ said re- 
lating to America, 1 have never been at. his levees, since 
the first. Perhaps he has taken that amiss. For last week 
‘we met occasionally at Lord Le Despencer’s in our return 
from: Oxford, where I had been to attend the solemnity 
of his installation, and he seemed studiously to avoid ‘speak- 
ing to me. “I ought to be ashamed to: say that ‘on such 
occasions I feel myself 1 to be as proud as any body. His 
lady ‘indeed was more gracious. She came, and sat down 
by'me on ‘the same sopha, and condescended to enter into 
a conversation with me agreeably enough, as. if to make 
some amends, — Their son and daughter were with them. 
They staid all night, so that we dined, supped, and break- 
fasted together, without exchanging three sentences. But 
had he ever so great a segard for me, I could not ask that 
office, trifling as it is, for any relation, of mine. And de-~ 
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testing as Ido the whole system of. American customs, ‘be- 
liewing, they. will one day bring ona breach through the in-_ 
discretion and insolence of those concerned, in the collec. 
tion, I should never, wish. to see one so near to'me in that, 
business. If you, think him capable. of acting as deputy — 
secretary, I imagine you might easily obtain that for him of 
Mr. Morgan. He has lately been with me,.is always 
very complaisant, and understanding I was about returning 
to America, requested my. interest to obtain for him the: 
Agency for your province. His friend. Sir Watkin’ Lewes, : 
who was formerly candidate for. the same great. place,..is 
now High Sheriff of London, and in the way of being Lord 
Mayor. The new Sheriffs elect, are (could you think it?) 
both Americans, viz. Mr. Sayre the N ew Yorker, and Mr, 
W. Lee, brother to Dr. Lee. Iam glad you stand so 
well with Lord Dartmouth. . I am likewise well with him, 
but he never spoke to me of augmenting your salary. He 
is truly a good aman, and wishes. sincerely a good under- 
standing. with, the colonies, but. does not seem .to have 
strength “equal to his wishes. , Between you and. me, the 
late measures have been, I suspect, very much the king’ s 
own, and he has in some cases a gieat share of what. his | 
friends call Jirmness, Yet. by. some pains- taking and pro- 
per management the wrong impressions he has received 
may be remoyed, which is perhaps the only chance Ame- ' 
rica has for obtaining soon. the redresses she a aims ats This - 
entirely to yourself. | | ‘i 
And now we are among great folks, let me tell. you. 5) 
little of Lord Hillsborough, I went down to Oxford, with 
and at the instance of Lord Le Despencer, who. As on al 
occasions very gp to me, and seems of late very desirous 
of my company. Mr. Todd too was there, who has some. 
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attachment to Lord’ H. ‘and‘in a walk we were taking told 
me as asecret that’ Lord H.:was much ¢chagrined ‘at being 
out of place; and» could never forgive me for “ writing 
that pamphlet\ against’his ‘report about the Ohio. [ast 
sured him, isaid Mr. ‘Ty that I knew you did not write its 
and'the ‘consequence is; that he: thinks I know the-contrary, 
and wanted to impose upon. him in your favor ; 3 and so I 
find’he is now displeased with me, and for ino’ other cause 
in the world.” His friend Bamber Gascoign too says that 
they well’ knew it was written by Dr. F..who was one of 
the.most mischievous men in England.” ‘That same day 
Lord Hy called upon Lord’ Le D. whose chamber and 
mine’ were together in’ Queen’s College. I was: in the 
inner room shifting, and heard his voice, but did not see 
him, as hie went down stairs immediately with Lord Le D. 
who: mentioning that’ I was above, he returned directly, 
and caie to me in the pleasantest manner imaginable. 
“ Dro F.? said he, “1 did ‘not know till’ this minute that 
you were here, and | am come back to make you my bow. 
I am glad to see you at’Oxford, and that you look ‘so 
well, &c.” In return for this: “extravagance a compliment- 
ed him on his son’s performance on the theatre, though in- 
deed it was but indifferent ; ‘so that account was settled. 
For as people say when ‘they are angry, if ‘he strikes me, 
V'll strike him: again, I think sometimes it: may be night to 
say, af he flatiers me, Pil flatter ‘him again. This is lex 
— talionis, returning offences in kind. His son however 
(Lord Fairford) is a’valuable young'tnan, and his daugh- 
ters, ladies Mary and Charlotte, most amiable young wo- 
men. My quarrel is only-with him, who of all the men I 
ever met with is surely the most unequal in his treatment 
of people, the most insincere, and the most wrong headed ; 
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witness besides his various behaviour to me, -his»duplicity 
in encouraging. us to ask for more land : ask for:enough to 
make a province, (when we at first asked only for 2,500,000 
acres,) were his words; pretending. to sbefriend our ap- 
plication, then doing every thing to defeat it,-and:reconcil- 
ing the first to the last by saying to a friend, that he meant 
to defeat it from the begining; and that his putting. us 
upon asking so much was with that: very view, supposing 
it, too much to be granted. - Thus by the way, his morti- 
fication becomes double. He has served us. by the: very 
means he meant to destroy us, and. tript wp his:own heels 
into the bargain. Your affectionate father, peorpbin tee, 
 B. Frank. 


To Mr. Winturop, Boston. 


© Dear Sir, 7 London, July 25, 1773. 
airs IT am glad to see that you are clested 
into’ the council, and are about to take part in our public 
affairs. | Your abilities; integrity, and sober attachment to 
the liberties of our country, will be of great use in this 
tempestuous timé, in conducting our little bark into safe 
harbour. By the Boston newspapers, there seems to" be 
among us some violent ‘spirits, who are for an immediate 
rupture, But I trust the general: prudence’ of our coun- 
trymen will see, that by our growing’ strength we advance 
fast to a situation in which our claims must be allowed ; 
that by a premature struggle we may be crippled and ape 
down anotherage ; ‘that as’ between friends every affront is 
not worth a duel, between nations every jury not worth 
a war, so between the’ governed © “and governing every mis- 
take.in. government, every. incroachment: on right is“ not: 
worth a rebellion.» ’Tis in: ‘my opinion sufficient for the 
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present that we hold’ them forth on all’ occasions, not giv 
ing up any of them; using at the same time every means to 
make them generally understood and valued by the people ; ; 
cultivating a harmony among the colonies, that their union 
in the same sentiments may give them greater weight : re- 
memberirip withal, that this Protestant: country, (our mo- 
ther, though lately an unkind one) is worth preserving, and 
that her weight inthe scale of Europe, and her safety i in 
a great degree may depend on our union with her, Thus. 
conducting, Iam confident we may in a few years, ob- 
tam every allowance of and every security for our inestima- 
ble privileges, that we can wish or desire. a es 
With great and sincere esteem, I am, ; Bees 
B. FRANKLIN. 


ve THE Hon. Tuomas PE Fp 
Printing of Governor Hutchinson’s Letters.) 0 


SIRS to London, July 25; 1773." 
- » Lam favored with yours of rate 14 hel! 
16, ‘containing some copies of the resolves of the committee. 
upon the letters." I see by your account of the transac- 
tion, that.you could not well prevent what was done. As - 
to the report of other copies being come from England, 
I know that could not be. 1t-was an expedient to disen-. 
gage the house. I hope. the possession of the: originals, 
and the proceedings upon them will be attended with salu- 
tary effects to the province, and then t shalt be well 
pleased. “eg HF TO Sei 
I observe. that you mention: that no person besides Dr. 


- ¥ Governor Hiutihindon’s!* at 
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Cooper and’ one of the committee knew they came:from 
me. I did not accompany them with any- request of being 
myself concealed, for believing what I did to -he in the 
way of my duty as agent, though | I had no doubt of its 
giving offence, not only to the parties exposed, but:to“ad@ 
ministration here, I was regardless. of the consequences, 
However since the letters themselves are now copied ‘and ; 
printed, contrary to the promise [ made, Iam glad my 
name has not been heard on the occasion; and.as-L donot: 
see it could be of any use to the public, [ now wish’ atimay, 
continue unknown; though I hardly expeet it. As :to 
yours, you may techy on my never mentioning it, except 
that I may be obliged to show your letter in my own vin- 
dication to the person only who might otherwise think he 
had reason to blame me for breach of engagement.  [t 
must surely be seen here, that after such a detection of 
their duplicity in pretending a regard and affection to the 
province. while they were undermining its privileges, it is 
impossible for the crown to make any good use of ‘their 
services, and that it-can never be for its interest to em- 
ploy servants who are under such universal odium.' ‘The 
consequence one would think should be their: removal) 
But perhaps it may be to titles, or to er your 
revenue can pay them. POR MaKe Md Sees avd 
I am with great esteem, Sir, your: most lobed ham. 
ble anne ey Sebati this vas hy ni FRANKLUING 


pieoty To. Dr, Mdtinains Baw wait ¢ ae 

Dear Siz, London, July 25, 173 siaid 

ie I wrote to you on the 7th instant’ oy 
fully, and am since favored with yours of June 14). 

Iam much pleased with the proposal of the Virginia 
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Assembly and the respectful manner in which it has been 
received by ours. I think it likely to Pronueg Dey salu- 
tary effects... | | 

_ Lam glad to know your opinion that those. Setters came 
seasonably, and may be of public utility. I accompanied 
them with no restriction relating to myself; my duty to 
the province as their agent, I thought required the com- 
munication of them,.as far as I could; I was. sensible I 
should make enemies there, and perhaps might offend 
government here; but those apprehensions I disregarded. 
I did not, expect, that my sending them could. be kept a 
secret: but since it is such hitherto, I now wish it may 
continue so, because the publication of the letters contrary. 
to my engagement, has changed the circumstances. — If 
they serve to diminish the influence and demolish the 
power of the parties, whose correspondence has been, and 
probably would have continued to be so mischievous to 
the interests and rights of the province, I shall’on that ac- 
count be more easy under any inconveniences I may suffer 
either here or there ; and shall bear aswell as I can the 
imputation of not having taken sufficient care to insure; tie 
performance of my promise. r one oonten 

-L think government can hardly pi tek draw. any fu- 
ture service from such instruments, and one would -sup- 
pose they must soon be dismissed. We shall see: ep} 

I hope to be favored with a continuance of your corres- 
pondence and intelligence, while I stay here, it is highly 
useful to me, and will be’as it always has been pleasing 
every where... | (t 

I am ever, dear Sir, your obliged and ‘most obedient 
humble servant,’ ....- 4°»). B. FRANKLIN: 
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“Po THE Hon. ‘Tuomas Cusmine, Eso. | 


Ades of Massathesetes for the Removal of their Go- 
vernor and Lieut. Governor. 
a aa | Louden, Aug. o4, 1773. 
-_* Treceived duly your several favors of June 
- 25, 26, and 30, witlr the papers inclosed. “My Lord Dart- 
mouth. being at his country-seat in Staffordshire, I trans- 
mitted to him the address for the removal of the Governor 


ad 


and Lieutenant Governor; and Mr. Bollan and I jointly 
transmitted’ the letter to. his’ Lordship from both houses. 
I delivered to Mr. Bollan one set of the authenticated’ co- 
pies of the letters, and we shall co-operate in the business 
we are’ charged with. | 
Lam told that the Governor has dectaatas leave to 
come home ; that some great persons about the court do 
not think the letters, now they have seen them, a suffici- 
ent foundation for the resolves ; that therefore it is not 
likely: ‘he will be removed, but suffered to | resign, and that 
some provision will be made for him here. But nothing I 
apprehend is likely to be done soon, as most of the great 
‘officers of state who composed the privy council, are in the 
country, and likely to continue till the parliament’ skin 
i perhaps the above may be chiefly conjecture. 
© Thave inforined Mr. Lee, that in ‘case there should be 
‘an hearing, 1 was directed to engage him as council for the 
province; that though I had received'no money I would 
advance what might be Eesha" ; those ie by es coun- 
cil being expensive. FOR RND hii ee 
I purpose writing to you again’ oy the packet, and am 
with the testes ee Sin) your most obedient hunible 
servant, - : Oto oe By BRANKLIN.: 
Mo piguido FP hits enon ed Bay i 2B 
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P.S. No determination is yet public on the case of 
- Mr. Lewis against Governor Wentworth, which has been a 
very costly hearing to both sides. 


To Goysuwon FRANKLIN. 


Resolutions of the New England Townships — Project to 
form an Union with Ireland.— Hutchinson's Letters. 

DEAR SON, | London, Sept. 1,.1773. 

1 have now before me yours of J uly 5 and 
6. The August packet is not yet. arrived. 

Dr. Cooper of New York’s opinion of the ails of 
the sermon, however honorable to me, is injurious to the 
good Bishop; and therefore 1 must say in justice and 
truth, that I knew nothing of his intention to preach on 
the subject, and saw not a word of the sermon till it was 
printed. Possibly some preceding conversation between 
us may have turned his thoughts that way; but if so, that 
is all. 

I think the resolutions of the New England. jegraile 
must have the effect they seem intended for, viz. to show 
that the discontents were really general, and their senti- 
ments concerning their rights unanimous, and not the fic- 
tion of a few demagogues, as their Governors used to 
represent them here. And therefore not useless, though 
they should not as yet induce government to acknowledge 
their claims. That people may probably think it suffi- 
cient for the present to. assert and hold forth their rights, 
secure that sooner or later they must be admitted and he- 
knowledged. | The declaratory law here, had too its use, 
viz.to prevent or lessen at least a clamour against the mi- 
nistry that repealed the Stamp Act, as if they had given 
up. the right of this country to govern America. Other 
use indeed it could have none, and I remember Lord 
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Mansfield told the Lords, when upon that bill, that it was 
‘nugatory. To be sure, ina dispute between two parties 
about rights, the declaration of one party can never be 
supposed to bind the other. : | 
It is said there is now a project on foot to form an ‘union 
‘with Ireland, and that Lord Harcourt is to propose it at 
the next meeting of the Irish Parliament, 'The eastern 
Sidé) of Ireland are averse to it; supposing that when 
Dublin is no longer the seat of their government it will 
‘decline, the harbour being but indifferent, and that ‘the 
western and southern ports will rise and flourish on its 
Tuins, being good in themselves and much better situated 
for commerce. _ For these same reasons, the western and 
southern people are inclined to the measure, and ’tis 
thought it may be carried. | But these are difficult affairs, 
and usnally take longer time than the projectors imagine. | 
‘Mr: Crowley, the author of several proposals for uniting 
the colonies with the mother-country, and who runs about 
much among the ministers, tells me the Union of Ireland 
is only the first step towards a general union. He is for 
having it done by the parliament of England without con- 
sulting, the colonies, and he will warrant, he says, that if the 
terms proposed are equitable, they will all come in one 
after the other. He seems rather a_ little cracked upon 
the subject. . | se 

-It.is said here that the famous Boston ! letters were sent 
chiefly, if not all, to the late Mr. Wheatly. They fell into — 
my hands, and I thought it my. duty to give some principal 
people there a sight of them, very much with this view, 
that when: they saw. the measures they complained of 

NE SE NERS RN oe ell aah a 


* Governor Hutchinson’s,’ _ 
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took their vise, ina great degree, from the representations 
and: recommendations of their own countrymen, their re-. 
sentment against Britain on account of those measures 
might abate, as mine had done, and. a reconciliation be 
more easily obtained. In Boston they concealed who 
sent them, the better to conceal who received and com- 
municated them. And perhaps it is as well that it should 
continue a secret. Being of that country myself I think 
those letters more heinous than you'seem to think them ; 
but you had not read. them all, nor perhaps the council’s 
remarks on them. I have written to decline their agency 
on account of my return to America. Dr. Lee succeeds 
me. I only keep it while I stay, which perhaps will: be 
another winter. | | nAty rs 
I grieve to hear of the death of my good old friend Dr. 
Evans. Ihave lost so many, since I left America, ‘that I 
begin to fear I shall find myself a stranger among stran- 
gers when I return. If so, I must come again to my 
friends in England. 1 am ever your affectionate father, — 
) hed 4 B. FRANKLIN.» 


To tHe Hon. Tuomas Cusuine, Esq. 


Project to avoid repealing the American Tea Duty.— 
Pretended Prussian Edict. é 


SIR, — London, Sept. 12, 1775. 
The above is a copy of my last per packet. In- 
closed is the original letter therein méntioned. His 
Lordship continues, in the country, but is expected (Secre- 
tary Pownall tells me) the beginning of next month. 
To avoid repealing the American tea duty, and yet find 
va vent for tea, a project is executing to send it from this 


, 


” 
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country on account of the East India Company, to be sold- 
i America, agreeable to a late Act impowering the Lords 
of the Treasury to grant licences to the Company to ex-’ 
port tea thither, under certain restrictions, duty free. 
Some friends of Government, (as they are called) of Bos- 
ton, New York, Philadelphia, &c. are to be favored with 
the commission, who undertake by their interest to carry. 
the measure through in the colonies. How the other 
merchants thus excluded from the tea trade will like this, 
Icannot foresee. Their agreement, if I remember right, 
Was not to import tea, till the duty shall be repealed. 
Perhaps. they, will think themselves still obliged by that 
agreement notwithstanding this temporary expedient; 
which is only to introduce the tea for the present, and. 
may be dropped next year, and the duty again required ; 
the granting or refusing such licence from time to time 
‘remaining in the power of the treasury. And it will seem 
hard, while their hands are tied, to see the profits of that 
article all engrossed by a few particulars. 

_ Enclosed I ‘take the liberty of sending you a small 
piece of mine, written to expose, in as striking a light as 
I could, to the nation, the absurdity of the measures 
towards America, and to spur the ministry, if possible, 
to a change of those measures. 

Please to present my duty to the me and vey Beoels to 
the Committee. I have the honour to be, bet much 
esteem, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 

4 B. FRANKLIN, 


LPnclosadsg an the Mignon Letter. vw 
A PRUSSIAN: EDICT, &c..) 
Danizic, September 5, 1773. 
We st long wondered here at the supineness 
oF P the English nation, under the Prussian impositions upon its 


} 
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trade entering our port. We did not, till lately, know the claims, 
ancient and modern, that hang over that nation; and therefore 
could not suspect that it might submit to those impressions from, 

a sense of duty, or from principles of equity. The following edict, 
just made public, malta if serious, throw some light upon this 
matter: 

‘ Frepericx, by the grace of God, King of Prussia, &c. &c. &c. 
to all present and to come: health, The peace now enjoyed 
throughout Our dominions, having afforded us leisure to apply 
Ourselves to the regulation of commerce, the improvement of 
Our finances, and at the same time the easing Our domestic sub- 
jects in their taxes: for these causes, and other good considera- 
tions Us eherenule moving, We hereby make known, that, after 
having deliberated these affairs in Our council; present Our dear 
brothers, and other great officers of the state, members of the 
same; We, of Our certain knowledge, full power, and authority 
royal, have made and issued this present edict, Vizeris 

‘Whereas it is well known to all the world, that the first 
German settlements made in the island of Britain, were by colonies 
of people, subjects to Our renowned ducal ancestors, and drawn 
from their dominions, under the conduct of Hengist, Horsa, Hella, 
Uffa, Cerdicus, Ida, and others; And that the said’ colonies have 
flourished under the protection of Our august house, for ages past; : 
have never been emancipated therefrom; and yet have hitherto 
yielded little profit to the same: And whereas We Ourself have 
in the last war fought for and defended the said colonies, against 
the power of France, and thereby enabled them to make conquests 
from the said power in America; for which We have not yet 
received adequate compensation: And whereas it is just and 
expedient that a revenue should be raised from the said colonies 
in Britain, towards Our indemnification ; and that those who are 
descendants of Our ancient subjects, and thence still owe Us due 
obedience, should contribute to the replenishing of our royal 
coffers; (as they must have done, had their ancestors remained 
in the territories now to Us appertaining): We do therefore here- 
by ordain and command, That, from and after the date of these 
presents, there shall be levied, and paid to Our officers of the 
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customs, on all goods, wares, and merchandizes, and on all grain 
and other produce of the earth, exported from the said island of 
Britain, and on all goods of whatever kind. imported into the same; 
a duty of four and a half per cent, ad valorem, for the use of Us 
and Our successors, And that the said duty may more effectually 
be collected, We do hereby ordain, that all ships or vessels bound 
from Great Britain to any other part of the world, or from any 
other part of the world to Great Britain, shall in their respective 
voyages touch at Our port of Koningsberg, there to be em 
searched, and charged with the said duties, 

_ ¢ And whereas there hath been from time to time discovered in 
the said island of Great Britain, by Our colonists there, many 
mines or beds of iron-stone; and sundry subjects of Our ancient 
dominion, skilful in converting the said stone into metal, have in 
time past transported themselves thither, carrying with them and 
communicating that art; and the inhabitants of the said island, 
presuming that they had a natural right to make the best use they 
could of the natural productions of their country, for their own 
benefit, have. not only built furnaces for smelting the said stone 
into iron, but have erected plating-forges, slitting-mills, and 
steel-furnaces, for the more convenient manufacturing of the 
same; thereby endangering a diminution of the said manufacture 
in Our ancient dominion; We do therefore hereby farther ordain, 
That, from and after the date hereof, no mill or other engine. for 
slitting or rolling of iron, or any plating-forge to work with a 
tilt-hammer, or any furnace for making steel, shall be erected or 
continued in the said island of Great Britain: And the Lord 
Lieutenant of every county in the said island is hereby com- 
manded, on information of any such erection within his county, 
to order, and by force to cause the same to be abated and destroy- 
ed; as he shall answer the neglect thereof to Usat his peril, But 
We are nevertheless graciously pleased to permit the inhabitants 
of the said island to transport their iron into Prussia, there to be 
‘manufactured, and to them returned; they paying Our Prussian 
subjects for the workmanship, with all the costs of commission, 
freight, and risk, coming and returning; any thing herein con- 
tained to the contrary notwithstanding. 
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We do not, however, think fit to extend this Our indulgence to 
the article of wool ; but meaning to encourage not only the manu- 
facturing of woollen cloth, but also the raising of wool,in Our 
ancient dominions; and to prevent both, as much as may be, in 
Our said island, We do hereby absolutely forbid the transportation 
of wool thence even to the mother-country, Prussia ;—And that 
those islanders may be farther and more effectually restrained 
in making any advantage of their own wool, in the way of manu- 
facture, We command that none shall be carried out of one 
county into another;’-nor shall any worsted, bay, or woollen- 
yarn, cloth, says, bays, kerseys, serges, frizes, druggets, cloth- 
serges, shalloons, or any other drapery stuffs, or woollen manufac- 
tures whatsoever, made up or mixed with wool in any of the’ said 
counties, be carried into any other county, or be water-borne~ 
even across the smallest river or creek; on penalty of forfeiture 
of the same, together with the boats, carriages, lorses, &e. that 
shall be employed in removing them. Nevertheless, Our loving 
subjects there are hereby permitted (if they think proper) to use 
all their wool as manure, for the improvement of their lands. 

“ And whereas the art and mystery of making hats hath arrived - 
at great perfection in Prussia; and the making of hats by Our 
remoter subjects ought to be as much as possible restrained; And 
forasmuch as the islanders before mentioned, being in possession 
of wool, beaver, and other furs, have presumptuously conceived 
they had a right to make some advantage thereof, by manufactur- 
ing the same into hats, to the prejudice of Our domestic manufac- 
ture:—We do therefore hereby strictly command and ordain, that 
no hats or felts whatsoever, dyed or undyed, finished or unfinished, 
shall be loaden or put into or upon any vessel, cart, carriage or 
horse; to be transported or conveyed out of one county in the 
said island into another county, or to any other place whatsoever, 
by any person or persons whatsoever; on pain of forfeiting the 
same, with a penalty of five hundred pounds sterling for every 
offence. Nor shall any hat-maker, in any of the said counties, 
employ more than two apprentices, on penalty of five pounds 
sterling per month; We intending hereby that such hat-makers, 
being so restrained, both in the production and sale of their 
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‘commodity, may faa no advantage i in continuing tee business. 
But, Jest the said islanders should suffer inconveniency by the 
want of hats, We are farther graciously pleased to permit them to 
send their beaver furs to Prussia; and We also permit hats made 
thereof to be exported from apftunite to Britain; the people thus 
favoured to pay all costs and charges of AE EON a: , interest, 
commission to Our merchants, insurance and freight going and 
returning ; as in the case of iron. . 

‘And hastly, being willing farther to favour our said colonies in 
Britain, We do hereby also ordain and command, that all the 
thieves, highway and street robbers, housebreakers, forgerers, 
murderers, s—d-tes, and villains of every denomination, who 
have forfeited their lives to the law in Prussia; but whom We, in 
our great clemency, do not think fit here to hang; shall be emp- 
tied out of Our gaols i into the said island of Great ee phi for the 
better peopling of that country. . 

‘We flatter ourselves that these Our sins regulations and 

commands will be thought just and reasonable by Our much- 
favoured colonists in England; the said regulations being copied 
from their statutes of f0 and 11 Will, III. c. 10,—5 Geo, II. c. 22. 
—23 Geo. II. c, 29.—4 Geo. I. c. 11. and from other equitable laws 
made: by their pariiaments; or from instructions given by their 
princes, or from resolutions of both houses, entered into for the 
good government of their own colonies in Ireland and America. 

‘And all persons in the said island are hereby cautioned not to 
oppose in any wise the execution of this Our edict, or any part 
thereof, such opposition being high-treason; of which all who are 
suspected’ shall be transported in fetters from Britain to Prussia, 
there to be rida and siesta according to the Prussiar law, 


Such is Our pleasure. 

Given at Potsdam, this twenty-fifth day. of the month of August, 
One thousand seven hundred and rl pe teat ee in the 
thirty-third year of Our reign. 

By the King, in his council, 
-RECHTMASSIG, Sec.’ 
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Some take this edict to be merely one of the King’s Jeux 
@’ Esprit: others suppose it serious, and that he means a quarrel 
with England; but all here think the assertion it concludes with 
* that these regulations are copied from acts of the English parlia- 
ment respecting their colonies,’ a very injurious one; it being 
impossible to believe, that a “people distinguished for their love of 
liberty ; a nation so wise, so liberal in its sentiments, so just and 
equitable towards its neighbours; should, from mean and injudi- 
cious views of petty immediate profit, treat its own children in a 
manner so arbitrary and tyrannical, j xe al 


nd Wey aesnistiasauiil FRANKLIN, 


The Right of the British Parliament to make Laws tn 
America denied.—Lord Mansfield’s Opinion of the 
pretended Prussian Edict.—The reading of 1¢ at Lord 
Le babi pap 's by Paul Whitehead. 


bea Son, London, Oct. 6, 1773. 
I wrote to you on the Ist of last month, since 
which I have received yours of July 29, from New York. 
1 know not what letters of mine Governor Hutchinson 
could mean, as advising the people to insist on their inde- 
pendency. But whatever théy were, I suppose he has sent 
copies of them hither, having heard some whispering s 
about them. I shall, however, be able at any time to 
justify every thing I have written; the purport being 
uniformly this, that they should carefully avoid all tumults 
and every violent measure, and content themselves with 
verbally keeping up their claims, and holding forth their 
rights whenever occasion requires ; secure, that from the 
growing importance of America, those claims will ere 
long be attended to and acknowledged. From a long and 
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thorough consideration of the subject, I am indeed of 
opinion that the parliament has no right to make any law 
whatever binding on the colonies.. That the King, and 
not the King, lords and commons collectively, is their 
sovereign; and that the’ King with their respective parlia- 
ments is dict only. legislator... 1 know your sentiments 
differ from mine on these subjects. You are a thorough 
government man, which I do not. wonder at, nor do I aim 
at converting you. I only wish you to act uprightly and 
steadily, avoiding that duplicity which in Hutchinson adds 
contempt to indignation. If you can promote the pros- 
perity of your people, and leave them happier than you 
- found them, whatever your political principles are, your 
memory will be honoured. | | 
I have written two pieces here lately for the Public 
Advertiser, on American affairs, designed to expose the — 
conduct of this country towards the colonies, in a short, 
comprehensive, and striking view, and stated therefore in 
out-of-the-way forms, as most likely to take the general 
attention. ‘The first was called Rules by which a great 
empire may be reduced to a small one; the second, 
An Edict of the King of Prussia. 1 sent you one of the 
first, but could not get enough of the second to spare you 
one, though my clerk went the next morning to the 
printer’s and wherever they were sold. They were all 
gone but two. In my own mind I preferred the first as a 
composition for the quantity and variety of the matter 
contained, and a kind of spirited ending of each paragraph, 
But I find that others here generally prefer the second. 


od 


* See “ Miscellaneous Papers.” 
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I am not suspected as’ the author except by one or two 
friends ; and have heard the latter spoken of in the highest 
terms as the keenest and severest piece that has appeared 
here along time. Lord Mansfield I hear said of it, that 
it was very ABLE and very ARTFUL indeed; and would 
do mischief by giving here a bad impression of the mea- 
sures of government, aud in the colonies by encouraging 
them in their contumacy. It is reprinted in the Chronicle, 
‘where you will see it, but stripped of all the capitalling 
and italicking, that intimate the allusions and mark the 
emphasis of written discourses, to bring them as near as 
possible to those spoken : printing such a piece all in one 
even small character seems to me like repeating one of 
Whitfield’s Sermons in the monotony of a school-boy. 
What made it the more noticed here was, that people in 
reading it, were, as the phrase is, taken in, till they had 
got half through it, and ‘imagined it a real edict ; to. which 
mistake I suppose the King of Prussia’s character must 
have contributed. I was down at Lord le Despencer’s 
when the post brought that day’s papers. Mr. Whitehead 
was there too (Paul Whitehead, the author of Manners) 
who runs early through all the papers, and tells the com. | 
pany what he finds remarkable. He had them in aiother 
room, and we were chatting in the breakfast parlour, 
when he came running into us, out of breath, with the 
- paper in his hand. Here! said he, here’s news for- ye! 
Here’s the King of Prussia claiming a right to this 
kingdom! All stared, and | as much as any body; and 
he went onto read it. When he had read twa or three 
paragraphs, a gentleman present said, Damn his impu- 
dence, I dare say we shall hear by next post that he is 
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upon his march with 100,000 men to. back thas... \ White- 
head, who i is very shrewd, soon after began to,sm¢ area 
and looking in my face said, Pil be hanged if. this.is no 
some of your American jokes upon. us... The, reading. pine 
on and. ended with abundance of laughing, anda, -general 
verdict that it was a fair hit, And the piece was, cut out 
of ine Peper and presaiyed | in my Lord’ s collection, nf usi 
It must. bess an paneouanls thing | to gh among, i 
who he is conscious universally. detest him.., Yet L fancy 
he will not have leave to come hame, both ‘Mecapas they 
know not. well what to do with him, and because: they do 
not-very well like his conduct. Jam. ever your affectionate 
father, a Dn reah Yi |B. FN 
To THE Hon. “Tuomas Cusmixe, Eso. ‘ 
Proposed Accommodation with Great Britain: —Patiton 
| for cabbie the Gove nario? the 


Sr, a ae ‘London, Seek ‘si 1773. 


» I duly naked your fayour of 26th August, with 
the letter inclosed: for Lord Dartmouth, which I immedi- 
ately sent to him, As, soon as he comes to ‘town I shall 
wait upon his Lordship and discourse with him upon the 
subject of it; and I shall immediately write to YOM. what 
I can eallake from the conversation. | ~ . 
Ia my own opinion the letter of the two. houses of the 
29th June, proposing as a. satisfactory measure the, restor- 
ing things to the state in which they were at the conclusion 
of: the late war, is a fair and generous | offer. on our part, 
and my discourse here i is, that it 1s more than Britain has 
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wright to-expect from us; and that if she has any wisdom 
left’ she ‘will embrace it, and agree with us immediately ; 
for that the longer she delays the ‘accommodation which’ 
finally she must for her own sake obtain, the'worse terms 
she may expect, since the inequality of power and import- 
ance that at present’ subsists between us is‘daily diminish- 
ing, and’ our sense of our. own rights and of her injustice 
continually ‘incréasing. I am the more encouraged to 
hold ‘such’ language, by perceiving that the general sense 
of the nation: is for us ; a conviction prevailing that we 
have been ill used, and’ that a breach with’ us would be 
ruinous to this country. The pieces I wrote to increase 
and ‘strengthen those’ sentiments, were more read, and 
talked'of; and attended to than usual. The first as you 
will see by the inclosed has been called for, and reprinted 
In the same paper, besides being copied in others, and in 
the Magazines. A long laboured answer has been made 
to it (by Governor Bernard it is said) which I send you. 
I am told it does not satisfy those in whose justification 
it was'written, and that a better is preparing. I think 
with «you. ‘that great ‘difficulties must attend an attempt 
to'make a new representation of our grievances, in which 
the point of right should be kept out of sight, especially 
as the concurrence of so many colonies seems now 
necessary. And therefore it would certamly be best 
and. wisest for parliament (which does not meet till after 
the middle of January) to make up the matter themselves, _ 
and at once reduce things to the state desired. There are 
not wanting some here who believe this will really be the 
case; for, that a new election being now in view, the 
present menibers are likely to consider the composing all 
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differences with America, as a measure agreeable to the 
trading and: manufacturing part of the nation ; .and that 
the neglecting it may be made use of by their oP 
to their disadvantage. wht phe 

_I have as yet received no answer to the ncsillens stn 
removing the Governors. IL imagine that it will hardly be 
complied with, as it would embarrass government to 
provide for them otherwise, and it will be thought hard 
to neglect men ‘who have exposed themselves by adhering 
to what is here called the interest and rights of .this country, 
But this I only conjecture, as I have heard nothing certain 
about it. Indeed I should think continuing them in their 
places would be rather a punishment than a‘ favour: For 
| what comfort can men have in living among a pr with 
whom they are the object of universal odium? © 

I shall continue here one winter longer, and tise my best 
endeavours-as long as I stay for the service of our country. 
With great esteem, I have the honour’ to be, Sir, your 
most obedient humble servant, iB. Reseiam aie 


To JOSEPH CAL Lowry Eso. Purapenenta. 


! Seerponet disposition to compose the Differences with 


— Ameri aca. 7 


SIR Yd. gay” uy daondon, Noa 3; 1773. 
There is at present great quietness here, and no 
prospect that the war between the Turks and Russians 
will spread farther in Europe. The last harvest is al- 
Jowed to have been generally plentifully inthis country 5 
and yet such was the preceding scantiness of crops, that. 
it is thought there is no corn to spare for exportation, 
which continues the advantages to our corn provinces, 


- 
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The. parliament is not to:meet till, after the middle of 
j anuary. . It is said there is a disposition-to compose all 
differences with America before the next general election, 
as the trading and manufacturing part of »the. nation are 
generally our well wishers, think we. have heen hardly 
used, and apprehend il consequences from a continuance 
of ‘the. ‘measures that we complain of: and that if those 
‘measures are not changed an American. interest may be 
spirited up at the election against the present members 
who. are in, or friends to, administration. . Our steady 
refusal to take tea from hence for several years past has 
made its impressions. The scheme for supplying ‘us 
without repealing the act, by a temporary licence fr om the 
- treasury to export tea to America free of duty, you. are 
before this time acquainted with. ef much: want to hear 
how that tea is received. If it is rejected the act will 
undoubtedly be repealed, otherwise I suppose ‘it will be 
‘continued, and when we have got into the use of the 
Company’s tea, and the foreign correspondences that 
supply us at present are broken off, the Ticences will be 
discontinued, and the act enforced. Ka 

by apprehend the better understanding that lately sub- 
sisted in our provincial administration will hardly be 
continued with the new Governor ; “but you will soon see. 
{ wish for the full. letter you promise me by ‘the next 
packet, which is now daily expected. - With unalterable 
esteem and attachment, I am ever, my dear friend, yours 
most affectionately, B. FRANKLIN. 
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To Governon FRANKLIN. 


ri, i AR 


iam oe tg shaped eg hae Now. 3, 1773, 


1 wrote | you pretty fully by the last packet, and 
having had no line from you of later date than the begin- 
ning of August, and little fin here lately, I have now 
little to write. 

_ In that letter? I BY my having written two 
papers, of which I preferred the first, but the public the 
last. Tt seems I was mistaken in judging of the public 
opinion ; : for the first * was reprinted some weeks after im 
the same paper, the printer giving for reason that he, did 
it in compliance with the earnest request of. many private 
persons, and some respectable societies; which is the 
more. extraordinary as it had been copied in several other 
papers, and in the Gentleman’ s Magazine. Such papers 
may seem to have a tendency - to increase, our divisions, 
but I intend a contrary effect, and hope by comprising in 
little room and setting in a strong light the grievances of 
the colonies, more attention will be paid to them by our 
administration, and that when their unreasonableness is 
generally seen, some of them will be. removed, to the 
restoration of harmony | between us. B, Frankuin. He 


3 ” 
ik 


a October 6, 1773. 


2 : Rules for reducing : a great empire to a 2 smal] one. te 


VOL, 8,7 5. ' 2C 
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To THE Hon. Tuomas. CusHine, Eso. 


Petition for the renioged of the Gudervirs) of Massachu- 

setts, presented’ by Lord Dartmouth Duel between 
ours ‘Temple: and Mr. Wheatley yon account #4 iv 
~chinson’s Letters. 


Sri Pais is, Pap to Jan By 1774. 
ie Can OH 8 received the honor of yours dated October 28, 
with the J ournals of the House and Mr. ‘Turner’ 8 Eleetion 
Sermon. ie | 

ay waited on. n Lord Dartmouth on 1 his return to town, and 
learnt that he had presented ‘to his Majesty | our petition 
for the removal of the governors. No subsequent step 
had yet been ‘taken upon it: but his lordship: said, the 
king would probably refer the consideration of it ‘to a 
committee of council, and that [ should have notice to be 
heard i in support of it. By the turn of his’ ‘conversation, 
though he was not explicit, I apprehend the petition, is not 
likely. to be complied with: but ‘we shall see. His lord- 
ship expressed, as usual, much concern at the differences 
subsisting, and ‘wished they could bé accommodated. 
Perhaps his good. wishes are all that is in his power. ‘ 

“The famous’ letters ' having unfortunately engaged Mr. 
Temple and Mr. Wheatley i in a duel, which being inter- 
rupted would probably, be renewed, I thought it incum- 
bent on me to prevent, as far as I could, any farther, mis- 
chief, by declaring publicly the part I had in the affair of 
those letters, and thereby, at the same time, to rescue Mr. 
Temple’ s character from an undeserved and groundless 


* Governor Hutchinson’s. 


PART Il. OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 403: 


imputation, that bore hard upon his honor, viz. that of 
_taking the letters from Mr. Wheatley, and in breach of 
confidence, I did this with the more pleasure, as I be- 
lieve him a sincere friend to our country. 1. am told, by 
some that it was imprudent. in. me to avow. the obtaining 
and sending those letters, for that administration ‘will re- 
sent it. I have not much apprehension of this, but if it 
happens I must take the consequences. I only hope it 
will not affect any friend on your side the water, for I have 
never mentioned to whom they were transmitted:' f 
A letter of mine to you, printed in one of the Boston 
papers, has lately been reprinted here, to show, as the 
publisher « expresses it, that Lam “ one of the most deter= 
mined enemies of the welfare and prosperity of Great 
Britain.” In the opinion of some, every ‘one who wishes 
the good of the whole empire, may nevertheless. ‘be an 
enemy ‘to the welfare of Great Britain, if he does not 
wish ‘its good exclusively of every other part, and to see 
its” welfare built on their servitude and wretchedness, 
Such an enemy I certainly am. But methinks "tis wrong 
to print letters of mine at Boston which give occasion | to 
these reflections. a 
I shall continue to do all I possibly can this Wities 
towards an accommodation of our’ ‘differences ; but’ my 
hopes : are sinall. Divine Providence first infatuates the 
power it designs to ruin. er 7 
With the greatest esteem and respect, I have the honor 
to be, Sir, a most obedient humble servant, ¥ : 
alah SB, FRANKLIN. 43 


i 


* See Dr. Franklin’s account of the whole of the transactions 
incident to these letters, in the Memoirs of his Life. 
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| te GovERNor FRANKLIN. shi 
Sere Ada? soe 46 ¥ (ee Sy A coped byrne dts, , . 


Tradl ttas siepiscetant Mr. Galloway. side ‘Siewohdipl> 
i Tr to ‘Ainetita, Mr. Temple’s Duel. 


Dr AR, Sioa gon ‘London, Jan. 5, 1774. 

tui, eis ‘L received yours ¢ of October 29, and No- 
vember 2. Your December packet : is. not yet arrived. , 
_No insinuations of the kind you. mention, concerning 
Mr. G——y have, reached me, and if they had, it would 
haye been without the least effect ; as we have always! had the 
strongest reliance. on the steadiness of his friendship, and 
on the best grounds, the. knowledge I have of his integrity, 
and the often. repeated, disinterested services he has ‘ren- 
dered. me. _ My return, will, interfere with nobody’ s interest. 
or influence i in, public affairs, as my; intention Is, to decline, 
all interest in them, and every active part, except x where it, 
can serve a friend, and. to. content myself with communi- 
cating the knowledge | of them. my situation may have fur- 
nished me with, and, be content with giving my advic® for. 
the public: benefit, where: it may. be asked,.or where |. 
shall think it may be attended to: for being now abont, 
entering my sixty-ninth, year, and having lived so great a 
‘part of my life to the public, it seems but fair that I should, 
be allowed to live the smal] remainder to myself and to, 


4a 


fe 


oe the geri office you mention pth be agreeable 
to him, 7 heartily wish it him. I only hope that, if offered 
to him, he will insist on its being not during pleasure, but 
quamdiu se bene gesserit. ; i : 

Our friend Temple, as you. will see by the papers, has 
been engaged in a duel about an affair i in which he had ne 
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concern. As the combat was interrupted, and understood 
to be unfinished, [ thought it incumbent on me to do what 
I could 'for preventing farther mischief, and so declared 
my having transmitted the letters in question. This has 
drawn some censure upon myself, but as I[ grow old, I 
grow less concerned about censure when [ am satisfied that 
J act rightly, and I have the pleasure of having exculpated 
a friend who lay undeservedly under an imputation Touch 
to his dishonor. | | | | 
I am now seriously preparing for my departure to 
America. , I purpose sending my luggage, books, instru- 
‘ments, &e. by All, or Falconer, and take ; my passage ‘to. 
‘New York i in one of the spring or summer packets, partly 
for settling : some business with the Post-office there, and 
partly that [ may see you on my way to Philadelphia, and 
learn thereby more perfectly the state of affairs there. 
Your affectionate sepa BRE cht ORO a KLIN. 


To THE Printer OF THE Pusuic ADVERTISER. | 


On the rise and progress of the Di ean ies beetesa Grets 
 Bitain and ie American Colonies. , 


LAS Ee 
4 


Sir, | 
_ The inclosed paper was written just before Lord 
Hillsborough quitted the American department. An ex- 
pectation then prevailing, from the good character of the 
noble lord who ‘succeeded him, that the grievances of the 
colonies would, under bis administration, be redressed, it 
was laid aside; but as not a single measure of his prede- 
cessor has since been even attempted to be changed, and © 
on the contrary new ones have been continually added 
farther to exasperate, render them desperate, and drive 
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“them, “if possible, into open rebellion; it may not bevamiss 
“now to give ‘it the public, as it shows’in detail’ the risé and 
‘progress: ‘of those differences which ‘are: about sna the 


serail —— ey ‘am, Sir, yours, Xe. ia VLE at 
REE BI £53 Uke a. PROT: oh i ¥ RIE LPO ij i cp Cee 
ae a BH, Salle HIST ARS EN i RA iat, 


galas? 10. /580t is a bad: témnfich of ian that: edie. iaaitastiehe 
in SSpésiiead; ‘and is ‘ever ready to censure ministry in’ the 
*gross, without discrimination. | Charity should be willing 
‘to believe that wenever had an administration so bad, but 
» there might be'somie good and some wise mew in its5<and 
ithagieviattsictr is: our case at’ present. ‘The scripture 
‘gaith; “By. their works shall ye know’ them. By their:con- 
»duct'theit) in’ their respective departments, and not by their 
Jcompany or their party’ connections: cngent fe be: dis- 
pte and’ separately judged. Wh Sa So Ube | 
' One’ of the most serious affairs: to ‘Hie deioa aie has 
of late required the attention of government, is our-mis- 
understanding with the colonies. -They-are in the:depart- 
ment of Lord Hillsborough, and from a prevailing opinion 
of his abilities, have been left by the other ministers very 
tiuch to his management. If then our ‘American business 
has been conducted with Eamonn to bie oven mip be 
sdue’the reputation of it. fiw Wey. 2 , meperare 
‘Soon after’ the late war, it becathe: an) iobjeds witht the 
ministers of this country to draw a revenue from America. 
“The first attempt was by a Stamp Act. It soon appeared 
that this ‘step had not been. well: considered ;, that the 
rights, the ‘ability, the opinions and temper of that great 
“people had not been sufficiently attended to. They com- 
-»plained ‘that the tax was unnecessary, because their assem- 
blies had ever been ready to, make voluntary grants to the 


| 
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Crown in proportion to\their abilities, when duly required 
so to do; and unjust, because they had. no representative 
in the: British. Parliament, but, had» Parliaments of their 
own, wherein their. consent was given as it ought to, be, ' in 
grants of their own money. I do not mean to enter into 
this question. The Parliament repealed the Act as in- 


expedient, but in another Act asserted a right of taxing 
“America;/and in the following year laid duties on. the 


‘manufactures of this country exported thither... On the 
repeal of the Stamp Act, the Americans had returned to 
their wonted good humour and commerce with Britain; 
“but this new Act for laying duties renewed their uneasi- 
ness. ‘They were long since forbidden by the Navigation 
‘Act to purchase manufactures of any other nation, and 
supposing) that. Act well enforced, they saw that by this 
‘Indirect mode, it was in the power of Britain to burthen 


them ‘as much as by any direct tax, unless they could lay 


aside the use of such manufactures as they had been ac- 
‘customed to ‘purchase fron Britain, or make » the same 
themselves. | | oat 
In this situation were affairs when my Lord H. gntaeea 
on the American administration. Much was expected 
from his supposed abilities, application, and knowledge 
of business in that department. The newspapers were 
filled with:his. paidegite and expectations. noleedd pane 
inconyeniently, thy ea" : vo Sansararen 
vs The Americans determined to petition en sovereign, 
praying his .gracious| interposition, in their favor’ with his 
Parliament, that the imposition, of these duties, which they 
considered as an. infringement’ of | their rights, might be 
repealed, The aati of the Massachusetts. sion 
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Koted. that i, should be hs toa to, the, other igen 
concur in t that measure... This, for what reason I do.no' 
easily conceive, gave great offence to,,his Lordship ; i and 
one of bie Aste steps was to. prevent these, concurring pe- 
titions... To, this,end, he sent. a, mandate | to that assembly 
the ‘Parliamentaof, ‘that ,country) requiring them to RE- 
SeI1ND.that vote, an d desist fi from, the measure, threatening 
ce dissolution, in.,case, of. disobedience. The.go- 
vernor communicated tot them ‘the instructions he receive 
tot that, purpose, ‘They. refused to, obey, and. were dis. 
solved! Similar orders were sent at t the.s same. time to the 
spigruen.e of the other colonies, to dissolve. then BERG IEE 


pee of. eh his iF gg Si pees of them , 
were accordingly. dissolved. ee ee ee 
_,,.Bad ministers, s, have ever . been averse , to the right sub- 
je jects, claim. of petitioning, and, xemonstrating to their sove- 
reign :, . for. through that channel the prince may be apprized 
of the. Sot aera of his, servants 5, they, may,.some- 
times be thereby brought into danger, at least such. peti- 
( tions, affo rd a.handle to their adversaries, whereby to give 
_ trouble. But as. the measure to be complained, of 
was. not, his. lordship’ S) ‘it is rather extraordinary, that he 
should. thus. set. his face against the, intended. complaints. . 
In his’; angry letters. to America, he. called the, proposal « of 
these petitions. an measure of most dungerous and factious 
tende ency, calculated. toe enflame the minds,of his Majesty’s 
subjects. ay the. colonies, to, promote an unwarrantable 
combination, and, to excite eand. encourage an open, oppo- 
sition to, and, yoy of. the. authority of the. J Parlement, 


ane to suber the true spirited the constitution ;” and, or, 
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rected the governors immediately on the réceipt of these 
orders, to exert’ their wpianist insgahanigl to defeat this 
FLAGITIOUS attempt. ‘tite! Aap RR 
- Without entering mto Pies ‘edstictae motives to this 
piece ‘of his lordship’s coriduet, let us consider a little ‘the 
wisdom of it... When. subjects conceive themselves op- 
pressed or injured, laying’ their «complaints “before the - 
sovereign or the governing powers, is a kind of vent to 
griefs that gives some ease; to their minds; the ‘receiving 
with at least an appearance of regard their petitions; add 
taking them into consideration, gives present: hope, and 
affords time for the cooling of resentment; so tha “even 
the refusal, when ‘decently expressed and. accompanied 
with reasons, 1s made less unpleasant by the manner, is 
half approved,. and the. rest submitted to with patience. 
But when this vent to popular discontents is ‘denied, and 
the ‘subjects are thereby’ driven’ to desperation, infinite 
mischiefs follow. Many:princes have lost part, and some 
the whole of their dominions, and some their lives by this 
very conduct -of their servants. The secretary for Ame- 
rica, therefore, seems in this instance not: to have judged 
rightly: for the service of his excellent master.) 9) 
But supposing the measure of discouraging: and pre-- 
venting. petitions a right one, were the means of effecting 
this end judiciously chosen? I mean, the threatening’ with 
dissolution and the actual,dissolving of the American Par- 
liaments. His lordship probably took up® the idea from 
what he knows of the state of things in ‘England and 
Ireland; where, to be rechosen upon a dissolution, often * 
gives a candidate great trouble, and sometimes costs him a 
great deal of money. ..A dissolution may therefore be both 
fine and punishment to the members, if they desire to be 
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again returned,...But in’ most.of the’ colonies. there ‘is ‘10 
-such thing: as. standing candidate for’ election.‘ 'There’is 
neither treating nor bribing.. No man even expresses the 
deast inclination to be\ichosen.’ Instead of hamble adver- 
tisements: intreating votes and «interest, you'see before 
every new.election, requests of former members, acknow- 
dedging the honor done them by’ preceding elections, but 
setting forth, their, long service and attendance: on the ‘pub- 
he business in that station, and praying that in consideration 
thereof, some other person may ‘be chosen in. their room. 
iW here: this is: the case, where the same representatives. may 
be and generally are, after .a dissolution, chosen, without 
vasking,a vote or giving even a glass of cyder to an elector, 
dS.it likely. that:such a threat could contribute in the least 
4g,answer the.end proposed ?) The experience of. former 
-governors. might have instructed his lordship: that this was 
\@.vain.expedient. ad Several of them , misled by their Eng- 
lish ideas, had tried this. practice to make assemblies sub- 
amissiye,to, their. measures, but never with success.’ By 
the. influence of his power. in granting offices,.a governor 
naturally, has:a number. of friends in an assembly ; these, 
if suffered to. continue, though a minority, might frequently 
serve his purposes; by promoting what he. wishes, or ob- 
+i structing what he dislikes.’ But, if to punish the majority, 
he in a pet dissolves the House, and orders a new election, 
he is sure not to. see a single friend in the new assembly. 
‘The .people, are put into an ill-humour by. the trouble 
given,them, they resent-the dissolution as.an affront, and 
Jeave out every man suspected of having the least regard 
for. the governor. ‘This was the very effect of my lord’s 
dissolutions in America, and the new asseniblies were all 
-found.more untractable than the old ones. 
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»» But besides the imprudence of this measure, was it con- 
“stitutional ?» The’ Crown ‘has doubtless the prerogative of 
‘dissolving Parliaments, ‘a prerogative lodged in its hands 

forthe public good, which may ‘in’ various instances 're- 

“quire the use of it. °But should a king of Great Britain 

demand of his Parliament ‘the rescission of any vote ‘they 

‘had ‘passed, or forbid them to petition the throne, 07 pain 
-of dissolution, and actually dissolve them accordingly, °1 
-humbly ‘conceive the minister who advised it would run 
‘some hazard of: censure at least, for thus using the prero- 
gative to the violation of common right, and breach*of the 
constitution, The American assembly have no méansof 
impeaching such a minister ; but there is an’assembly; the 
‘Parliament of England, that have that power, and ‘in''a 
‘former instance exercised it well, by impeaching a great 
“man (Lord Clarendon) for having (though in onevinstance 

only) endeavoured to winch esses, government: anto 
the colonies. TE OTE, SRI ER, PHAN ET OG RADU hae 

_. The'effect this: apeAnion! of the iAtitertéadl ‘secretary. had 
an ‘America, was not a:prevention of those’ petitions as’ he 

intended, but a despair in the people of any. success from 

.thém, since they could not pass to, the throne but through 

the hands’of one who showed himself so extremely averse 

0 the’ existence of them. Thence arose’ the design of 

interesting the British ‘merchants and manufacturers in the 

‘event of their petitions, by agreements not to import goods 
from Great Britain till their grievances were rédressed. 

Universal resentment occasioned these agreements ‘to be 

more generally entered into, and the sending troops’ to 

ey who OEY, haa ia Foianacgt ae Ds inag 


ri ha Wh) 
oe ie PECs Betas pa, 


* They aounted a numerous peer daily roid the Parliament 
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instead of terrifying into'a | compliance with his: measures, 
served only to exasperate and sour the minds of people 
throughout the’ continent, make frugality fashionable 
when the consumption of British goods was the question, 
and determine the inhabitants to exert every nerve in esta- 
blishing manufactures among themselves. 

Boston having grievously offended his lordship, by the 
‘refractory spirit. they had shown in re-chusing those 1 tepre- 
sentatives, whom he esteemed the leaders of the ¢ ‘Opposi- 
tion there, he resolved to punish that town by removing 
the assembly from thence to Cambridge, a country-place 
about four miles distant. Here too his lordship’s English 
and Trish ideas seem ‘to have misled him. Removing a 
Parliament from London or Dublin, where so many of the 
inhabitants are supported by the expence of such a num- 
ber of wealthy Lords and \Commoners, and have a depen- 
dance on that support, may be a considerable prejudice to 
a — rho Ks such seh but vin removal of the 


pone Align duct rene idiakewee' mialcnigss ‘the 
members might want, were still purchased at Boston. 
‘They themselves indeed suffered some inconvenience, in 
being perhaps less commodiously lodged, and being ata dis- 
tance from the records ; but this and the keeping them before 
so long prorogued, when the public affairs required their 
meeting, “could never reconcile them to ininisterial mea- 
sures, it could: serve re‘only to put them more out of hu- 


House, with Failing beating and fifes playing while the members 
were in their-debates, and sn cannon opie and pointed at the 
building. © 


- 


¥ 
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-mour with: ‘Britain and. its governinent SO. wantonly exer- 
cised, and to. so little: ‘purpose. i gnorance alone oft 1 
true. state of that country, can excuse Gf it may) he 
excused) these frivolous proceedings. Snes oak hoatte Sugaa 

. To have good | ends i in view, and. to use, proper means to 
obtain them, shows the minister to be both good and wise. 

‘To pursue good ends by improper: means, argues him, 
though” “good, to be but weak, To pursue bad ends. by 
artful means, shows him to be wicked though: able. mn But 

when ‘his | ends are bad, and the means. he. uses ; improper : 
to obtain these ‘ends, what shall we say of ‘such a a _ minister)? 

Every. step | taken for some time past, in, our iaiasiene | 
America, the suspending their legislative powers,,, for not 
making laws by. direction fr om hence; the _countenancing 
their adversaries by rewards and pensions, paid out. o ,of the. 
“eee extorted from them by. laws to. which they have 
not t given | their assent ; ‘the sending over a set. of _fash in- 
discreet commissioners to, collect that revenue, who, by 
insolence ‘of behaviour, harassing commerce, and per rpe- 
tually accusing the good people (out of whose Substance 
they are “supported) to government | here, as. wtebels, and. 
traitors, have made themselves universally. odio us there, 
but here are caressed and encouraged ; together, with, the 
arbitrary dissolution of assemblies, and the quartering 
troops among the people, to menace and insult them; all 
these steps, if intended to provoke them to rebellion that 
we might take their lives and confiscate their estates, are 
proper means. to obtain a bad ends but if ‘they are intend- 
ed to conciliate the Americans to our government, restore 
our commerce with them, and. sécure the friendship a and 
assistance which their growing ‘strength, ‘wealth, : and. power, 
may, ina few years, render extremely valuable to bass can 
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any thingy:be: conceived:more: injudicious,::more:absurd! 
His lordship: may. have in general:.a good understanding, » 
his friends say: he has;: butan the political part of it, there’ 
must surely be some twist, some extreme obliquitys 

A well-wisher to chi ne dominions. 


To THE «ea OF. THE byes eS eS 


SiR, shy | 
tie Your Correspondent Britannicus inveighs vio- 
lently against Dr. Franklin, for his ingratitude to the mi- 
nistry of this nation, who have conferred upon him 80 
many favors. They gave him the Post-office of America’; 
they made his son a Governor; and they offered him a 
post’ of five hundred a year in the ‘Salt Office, if he 
would relinquish the interests of his ‘country ; “but he has 
had'the: wickedness to continue true to it, and is as ‘much 
an American as ever. As it is a settled point in’ ‘govern— 
ment here, that every man has his price, ’tis plain they are 
bunglers in their business, and have not given him enough. 
Their master has as much reason to be angry with them 
as Rodrigue in the play, with his Apothecary, ‘for not 
effectually poisoning Pandolpho, and they must probably: 


— use eof _ amiga bi 8 i ape Viz. ips stapes 4 
ve tinier mate oan ott vel Menage 
ScEen E IV. yaoi Shy inisn 

it ree prgee 


as Pn ey Fell the ai rr | x 


gw evil 

i i You promised to have this: Pandolpho upon; 
his bier in less than a ‘week’; ’tis more than amonth:since,) 
and he still-walks and. stares me in the face. Women tos e 
_ Fell. True ; and yet. have done my 'best.endeavours. 
In. various ways I have given the miscreant as:much pol~ 
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son as would have killed an elephant.» He has swallowed 

dose after dose ;—far. from hurting him, he seenis'the bet= 

ter for it. He hath a wonderfully strong constitutions) «I 

find I cannot kill:him but by cutting his. women ‘and: oe 

as I take it, is not my business: pray } 
Rodrigue, Then it must be mine. 


d i 


To THE PRINTER OF THE PuBtLic ADVERTISER, 
ak: peat ih 4 
Nothing can equal tlie present rage of our mi- 
icith writers against our brethren in America, who 
have the misfortune to be whigs in a reign when whig iggism 
is out) of fashion, who are besides Protestant dissenters 
and lovers» of liberty. One ‘may easily see from: what 
quarter comes the abuse of those people in- ‘the papers ; a 
their struggle for their rights is called rEBE LLION; and 
the people REBELS; while those. who- really rebelled 
in Scotland (1745) for the expulsion of the present reign- 
Ing family,. and the establishment of popery and’ arbitrary 
power on the ruins of liberty and. protestantism, ‘who'en- 
tered England, and marched on as. far. as Derby, . to the 
‘astonishment of this great city, and shaking the public 
credit of the nation ; have uow all their sins: forgiven: on’ 
account of. their eesinh ptinciples, and: are called not 
rebels, but by the softer appellation of insurgents ! These 
angry writers use their utmost efforts to persuade us’ that 
this war ‘with the colonies*(for a war it will be) ‘is a nae 
tional cause, when: im: fact :it is merely’a ministerial ‘one: 
Administration wantsan ‘American revenue to dissipate 
in corruption. The quarrel is about a: paltry’ ‘three-penny 
duty’ on:itea..There is’ no real clashing: of it iterests/be- 
tween Britain and America.) Their commerce is to their 
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mutual advantage, or rather most to the advantage of Bri- 
tain, which finds a vast market in- America for its manu- 
factures ; and as good pay, ‘Tspeak from knowledge, as in 
any country she trades to upon the face of the globe. But 
the fact needs not my testimony, it speaks -for itself, for 
if we could elsewhere get ‘better pay and better prices, we 
should not send our goods to America. 

The gross calumniators of that people, who want us to 
imbrue our hands in brothers’ blood, have the effrontery to 
tell the world that the Americans associated in resolutions 
not to pay us what they owed us unless we repealed the 
Stamp Act. This isan INFAMOUS FALSEHOOD; they 
know it to be such, 1 call upon the incendiaries who have 
advanced it, to. produce their proofs, Let them name any 
two that entered into such all association, or any one that 
made such a declaration. Absurdity marks the. very face 
of this lie. Every one. acquainted with trade knows, that 
a, credited merchant daring to. be: concerned in such an 
association, could never expect to be trusted again. . His 
character on the Exchange of London: would be ruined 
for ever, The great ‘credit given them since that time, 
nay the present debt due from them, is itself.a proof of the 
confidence we have ia their probity. Another villainous 
falsehood. advanced against the Americans is, that though 
-we liave been at such expence in protecting them, they re 
fuse to. contribute their part to the public general expence 
of the empire. The fact is, that they never did refuse @ 
requisition of that kind. A writer who calls himself Sa- 
gitlarius (I suppose from his flinging about, Jike Solo- 
mon’s fool, firebrands, arrows, and death) in: the Ledger 
of March 9th, asserts that the “ Experiment has» been 
“tried, and that they did not think it expedient to return 
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even : an answer.” 1s fee does he prove this ? Why, “ the: 
colony : agents were told. “by! Mr, Grenville, that a revenue’ 
would be required from them to defray the expences: of 
their protection.’ ” But was'the requisition ever made? Were 
circular letters ever sent by. his Majesty’s command from. 
the Secretary of State to the several colony governments 
according to the established custom, stating the occasion 
and requiring such supplies 'as were suitable to their abili- 
ties and loyalty ? And did they then refuse not only compli- 
ance: but. an answer? No such matter, agents are not the 
channel through which bt beater are made. 3 it they 


boo and yet the to ae no offer, no grant, nor 
laid any tax,” does it follow they \ would not have done it 
if they had been required ? Probably they thought i it time 
enough when the requisition. should come, and i im fact it 
never appear ed there to this day. Inthe last war they val 
gave sO liberally, that we thought ourselves bound in b ‘ho- 
nor to return them a million. But we are disgusted, with 
their. free gifts; we want to have something that i Is obtain 
ed. ‘by force, like a mad: landlord who. should refuse the 
willing. prment ¢ of his full rents, ; and chuse to! take les ess h aby 
way ¢ of ‘robbery. | (is JOU Bi at ya 
‘This shameless ‘writer seit ee ic set of fog! 
land with the fancy of their being Kings of. America,’ and 
that their. honor i is at stake by the “Americans eputing 
their government. He thrusts us into the throne che 


by-jole with Majesty, 2 and would have us talk as he writes, 
of our subjects i in America, and our sovereignts vi OE Ate, 
rica; forgetting that the Americans are subjects - of the 
King, not our subjects, but our fellow mabe and that 
they have parliaments of their own, with the right of grant- 


Vou. 1. ) D 


418 PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE PIART IT: 


ing their own money by their own representatives, ‘which 
wecannot deprive them of but by violence and injustice. 
» Having by a'series of iniquitous and irritating measures: 
provoked .a loyal people almost to desperation, we now 
magnify every act of an American mob into REBELLION, 
though the government there disapprove itand:order pro- 
secution; as.is mow the case) with regard to the» tea de- 
stroyed._And. we talk of nothing but troops. and fleets, 
and force,’ of blocking up ports, destroying fisheries, abo- 
lishing charters, &c. &c... Here mobs of English sawyers 
can burn saw mills ; ‘mobs of English labourers destroy 
or plunder magazines of corn; mobs of English coal-hea- 
vers attack houses with fire arms ; English smugglers can 
fight regularly the King’s cruising vessels, drive them 
ashore and burn them, as lately on the coast’ of. ‘Wales, 
and on the coast of Cornwall; but upon these accounts 
we hear no talk of ‘England’s being in rebellion; no threats 
of taking: away its Magna! Charta, or repealing. its Bill of 
Rights : : for we ‘well know that the operations of a mob 
are often’ unexpected, sudden and soon over, so that the 
civil: power can seldom. prevent or suppress them, not 
being | able to comé in. before they have dispersed. them- 
‘selves: and therefore it is not ies accountable. for 
their mischiefs. 9:1) siaico biwow a: 00 The 
Surely the great commerce of this paliel with the Pees 
ricans is of too much importance to be risked in a quarrel 
which has no; foundation but ministerial mad pad obstis 
nacy !- iit Gia ate an . RT ere ie 4 Fd . 
oe t us:in.the. way of trade. comes now, ‘and. fs. he 
Be ein the: super-lucration, arising from. their. labors. 
; But swill our: reviling, them as cheats, hypocritesy;scoun- 
dvel sy traitors, cowards, tyrants, hail Xe. mee to, the 
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present court mode! in all our papers, make them more 
our friends, more fond of our merchandize ? Did ever any 
"tradesman succeed who attempted to drub customers | 
into his shop?) And will honest Joan Buit the farmer 
be long satisfied with servants that before his face baie 
to o kill his plough horses?) 6) ie aa 
barons’) | voy Rutt apie, LLaape als Londoner: 


“et To The Prizstiny. 
State of 2 Re pao on Dr. Franklin’s Arrival Ph . 
Dear Frienp, © Philadelphia, May 16, 2775. 
ung You will have heard before this reaches 
“you, of a march stolen by the regulars into the country 
by night, and of their expedition back again. They re- 
treated 20 miles in six hours. 
The governor had called the reat lig to propose lord 
North's, pacific plan, but, before the time of their meet- 
ing, began cutting of throats. —You know it was said, he 
carried, the sword in one hand, and the olive branch i in the 
other ; -and it seems he chose to, give them. a taste of the 
sword first. | ory AE | . 

_ He is doubling his Garklcatipna at Bagtons nid bPpieis is 
secure his troops till succour arrives.; The place indeed is 
najarally so defensible, that I think them in no danger. 

All America is exasperated by. bis: conduct, aod more 
(coe united than ever. The breach between the two coun- 
tries is grown wider, and in danger of becoming i ixrepar ables 
if had a. passage of | six saa the weather constantly 


» eV 


-t This and’the preceding Banos addressed to the Posey be the 
Public Advertiser, were undoubtedly written by Dr. Franklin, 
_ about the time of his departure from es ie sheit see 
cise dates have not been ascertained) © sr ye) se), 3 
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so moderate that. a. London Wherry might. have accom- 
panied us all the way. I. got home in the evening, and 
the next morning was unanimously chosen by the Assem- 
bly of sactahnieiia a delegate to the Congress now sit- 
ting.» big . | ‘esi 
In coming over, nt insila, a Jethakla acne dis- 
covery, which I.shall communicate to you when I can 
get a little time. . At present am extremely hurried. 
Yours most affectionately, 3B. FRANKLIN. 
- To Dr. Josepn. PrinsTLEY, IN ENGLAND. 
Conciliation hopeless from the Conduct of Great Britain 
A to America. ! 
. Dear FRIEND, ee ay Philadelphia, July 2, 1778: 
_ The congress met at a time when all minds 
were so exasperated by the perfidy of General Gage, | and 
his attack on the country people, that propositions’ for at- 
tempting an accommodation were not much relished ; . and 
it has been with difficulty that we have carried another 
humble petition ‘to the crown, to give Britain one. more 
chance, one opportunity more of recovering the friendship 
of the colonies ; which however I think she has not sense 
enough to embrace, and so I conclude she has lost them 
for ever. . | 
She has begun to burn our sea-port towns ; secure, I 
suppose, we shall never be able to return the outrage in 
kind. She may doubtless destroy them all; but if she 
wishes to recover our commerce, are these the probable 


« This is supposed to refer to Experiments made with the Ther- 
mometer on the Waters of the Ocean, in order to ascertain the 
being more or less in the Gulph Stream—or approaching ¢ the 
Coast.—(See Papers on Philosophical Subjects.—) “ae 
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means? She must certainly be distracted; for no’ tradés- 
man out of Bedlam ever thought of increasing the num- 
ber of his customers, by knocking them on'the héad; or of 
enabling them to pay their debts, by burning their houses. 

If she wishes to have us subjects and that we should 
submit to her as our compound sovereign, she is now giv- 
ing us such miserable specimens of her government,’ that 
we shall ever detest and avoid it, as a complication of rob- 
bery, murder, famine, fire, and pestilence. 

You will have heard, before this reaches you, of the 
treacherous conduct of General Gage to the remaining 
people in Boston, i in detaining their goods, after stipulating, 
to Jet them go out with their effects, on pretence that mer- 
chants’ goods were not effects; the defeat of a great body 
of his troops by the country people at Lexington; some 
other small advantages gained in skirmishes with their 
troops ; ; and the action at Bunker’s hill, in which they were 
twice repulsed, and the third time gained a dear victory, 
Enough has happened, one would think, to convince your 
ministers, that the Americans will fight, and that this is a 
“harder nut to crack than they imagined. 

We have not yet applied to any foreign power die 
sistance, nor offered our commerce for their friendship. 
Perhaps we never may: yet it is } natural to think’ of it, 
if we are pressed. ” 

- We have now an army on the establishment, which 
still holds yours besieged. PURINA HR hy 

My time was never more fully employed. In the morn- 
ing at six, I am at the committee of safety, appointed by 
the assembly to put. the province.in a state of. defence ; ! 
which committee holds ‘ill near nine, when I am at the 
congress, and that. sits tll after four in the afternoon. 
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Both these bodies proceed with the greatest unanimity, 
and their meetings are well attended. It will scarce be 
credited in Britain, that men can be as diligent with us 
from zeal for the public good, as with you for thousands 
per annum. Such is the difference betw een ssa 
new states, and corrupted old ones. — Fs 

Great frugality and great industry ate now become fa- 
shionable here : gentlemen, who used to entertain with two 
or three courses, pride themselves now in treating with 
simple beef and pudding. By these means, and the stop- 
page of our consumptive trade with Britain, we shall be 
better able to pay our voluntary taxes for the support of 
our troops. Our savings in the article of trade amount to 
near five million sterling per annum. ~ BORA AE 

I shall communicate your letter to Mr. Winship but 
the camp is at Cambridge, and he has as } litdes leisure 
for philosophy as myself. | 

Believe me ever, Xe. By FRANKLIN. 
To Dr. JosEPH PRinsTLey. | 

Account of the first Campaign made by the British For- 


: Le ae ee America. 
mi tae SIR, b Philadelphia, Oct. 8, 1775. 
. I am to set out to-morrow for the camp, * 
and having but just heard of this opportunity, can only 


® Dr. Franklin, Colonel Harrison, and Mr. Lynch, were at this 
time appointed by congress (of which they were members) to con- 
fer on certain subjects with General Washington. The American 
army was then employed i in blocking up General Howe in Boston ; : 
and it was during this visit, that General Washington communi- 
cated the fullowing memorable anecdote to Dr. Franklin; viz. 
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write a line to “say that I am well and hearty. —Tell our 
dear good friendDr. Price, who sometimes has his doubts 
and. despondencies about our firmness, that. America is 
determined and unanimous; a very few tories and place- 
men excepted, who will probably soon export themselves. 
—Britain, at the expence of three millions, has killed one 
hundred and fifty Yankees this campaign, which is. 20 0001. 
ahead; and at Bunker’s Hill she gained a mile of ground, 
half of which she lost again by our taking post on Plough- 
ed Hill. . Durmg the same time sixty thousand children 
have been born in America. From these data his mathe- 
matical head will easily calculate the time and expence 
necessary to kill us all, and conquer our whole territory. 
My sincere respects to * *, and to, the club of honest 
— whigs at * *,, Adieu. : | 

| I am ever yours most affectionately, 

B. FRANKLIN. 


To ‘Dr. Price, (or David Hartley, Esq.)* 
Situation of Affairs between Great Britain and Ame- 
rica. 

Dear SiR, | Philadelphia, C Oct. 3, 1775. 

Sed I wish as ardently as you can do for peace, 
and should rejoice exceedingly in co-operating ‘with you 


“ that'there had been a time, when his army had been so destitute 
of mflitary stores, as not to have powder enough in all its maga- 
zines, to furnish more than five rounds per man for their small 
arms.” Artillery were out of the question; they were fired now 
and then, only to show that they had them. Yet this secret was 
kept with so much address and good countenance from both ar- 
mies, that General Washington was enabled effectually to conti- 
nue the blockade. 
* Uneertain which. 
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to that end: But every ship from Brita brings some in- 
telligence of new measures that tend. more and ‘more: to 
exasperate, and it séems to me that, until you have found 
by dear experience the reducing us by force impracticable, 
you will thmk of nothing fair and reasonable. 999 
We have as yet resolved only on defensive measures. 
If you would recall your: forces and stay at home, we 
should meditate nothing to injure you. A little time’ so 
given for cooling on both sides would have excellent: ef- 
fects. Butyou will goad and provoke us.» You. despise. 
us too much—and you are Insensible of the Italian:adage, 
that there 1s no /etéle enemy. » Lam persuaded that the’ 
body of the British people are: our friends, but they are 
changeable, and by your lying gazettes may soon*be made 
our enemies. Our respect for them will proportionably. 
diminish, and I see clearly we are on the high road to mu- 
tual family hatred and detestation. A separation of course 
will be inevitable. “Tis a million of pities so fair a plan as 
we ,have hitherto been engaged im for 1 increasing ‘strength 
and empire with public felicity should be destroyed by the 
mangling hands of a, few blundering ministers. It will 
not be destroyed; God will protect and prosper it, you 
will only exclude yourselves from any share in it, We 
near that more ships and troops are coming out. We 
know that you may do us a great deal, of, mischief, and 
are determined to bear it patiently as long as we can. But 
if you flatter yourselves with beating us into submission, 
you know neither the people nor the country. ‘The Con- 
gress 1s still sitting, and will wait the result of their last 
Det OD ie IEE ee mil, ia ak Bay FRanKyin. 
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To M. aagrtny 


i aeiliitiaaa taal sie afi 
ave him. to eon: the. several Cour ts ms kits ed 
_ means oftheir. Ambassadors at. the. Hague, as to any 
Assistance they.may..be disposed to afford eset an 

_ her, Struggle for. vinnie Net atest 


DEAR ts | -» Philadelphia, sid 9) 1775.° 

rot aes ol seule your several favors, of May 18, 

J une 30, tot July 8, by. Messrs. Vaillant and Pochard ; 
whom, »if I cemyteh ‘serve upon your recommendation, it 
would give me great pleasure. ‘Their total want of Eng- 
lish is at present'an obstruction to their getting any em- 
ployment among us; but'I hope they will soon obtain some 
knowledge of it. This is a good country for: artificers or 
farmers, but gentlemen of mere science in les belles lettres 
cannot so-easily subsist here, there being little demand for 
their assistance among an industrious people, who, as yet, 

have not much leisure for studies of that kind. her halt 
Tam much obliged by the kind present you have made | 
us of your edition of Vattel. It came to us in good sea+ 
-son, when the circumstances of a rising state make it ne+ 
cessary frequently to’ consult the law of nations. | Accord- 
ingly that copy which I kept (after depositing one in our 
own public hbrary’ here; and sending the other to the col: 
lege of Massachusetts’ Bay, as you directed) has been 
continually in the hands of the members’ of our’ congress, 
now sitting, who are much pleased with your notes and 
preface, and have entertained a high and just esteem’ for 
their author. Your manuscript “ Idée sur le gouverne=— 
ment et la royauté,” is also well relished, and may, in 
time, have its effect. I thank you, likewise, for the other 
smaller. pieces, which accompanied Vattel. “ Le ‘court 
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exposé de ce qui s’est passé entre la cour Br. et les colo- 
nies,” &c. being a very concise and clear statement of 
facts, will be reprinted here for the use of our new. friends 


in Canada. ‘The translations of the proceedings of our 


congress are very acceptable. I send you herewith what 
of them has been farther published here, together with a 
few newspapers, containmg accounts of some of the suc- 


cesses Providence has favored us with. We are threaten- 


ed from England with a.very powerful force, to come next 
year against us. We are making all the. provision in our 


power here'to oppose that force, and we hope we shall be 


able to defend ourselves.. But, as the eventsiof war are 
always uncertain, possibly, after another. campaign, -we 
may find it necessary to ask aid of some. foreign powers 
It gives us great: pleasure to learn from you, :that; toute 
? Europe nous souhaitele plus heureux succés pour le-main- 
tien de nos libertés. But we wish to know, whether any 
one of them, from principles of humanity, is, disposed. mag- 
nanimously to step in for the relief of an oppressed people, 
or whether, if, as it seems likely to happen, we should, be. 
obliged to break off all connection with Britain, and de-— 
clare ourselves an independent people, there.is any state 
or power in Europe, who would be willing to enter into 
an alliance with us for the benefit of our commerce, which 
amounted, before the war, to near seven millions sterling 
per annum, and must continually ,increase, as our people 
increase most rapidly. | Confiding, my dear friend, in your 
good will to us and to our cause, and in your sagacity, and 
abilities for business, the committee of congress, appoint> 
ed for the purpose of establishing and .conducting)a cor- 
respondence with our friends:m Europe, of which com- 
mittee I have the honor to be a member, have directed me 
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to request of you, that, as you are situated at the Hague, 
where ambassadors from all the courts ‘reside, you would 
make use of 'the opportunity that situation affords you, of 
discovering, if possible, the disposition of the several courts 
with respect to such assistance or alliance, if we should ap- 
ply for the one, or propose the other. As it may possibly 
be necessary, in particular instances, that you should, for 
this purpose, confer directly with some great ministers, and 
show them this letter as your credential, we only:recom- 
mend it to your discretion, that you proceed therein with 
such caution, as to’‘keep the same from the knowledge of 
the English ambassador, and prevent any public appear- 
ance, at present, of your bemg employed in any such 
business, as thereby, we imagine, many jnconveniences 
may be avoided, and your means of rendering us service, 
increased. $I OaaWA asonegy codons | . 

Phat you may be better able to answer some questions, 
which will probably be put to you, concerning our present 
situation, we inform you—that the whole. continent is very 
- firmly/united—the party for the measures of the Bnitish 
‘ministry beg very small, and much dispersed—that we 
have had on foot, the last campaign, an army of near 
twenty-five thousand men, wherewith we have been able, 
not only to block up the king’s army in. Boston, but to 
spare considerable detachments for the invasion of Canada; 
where we have met with great success, as the printed 
papers sent herewith will inform you, and have now 
reason to expect the whole province may be soon in our 
possession—that we purpose greatly to increase our force 
for the ensuing year; and. thereby we hope, with, the 
assistance of a well-disciplined militia, to be able to defend 
our coast, notwithstanding its great extent—that we have 


428 PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE PART It. 


already a small squadron,of, armed vessels, to protect our 
coasting trade, who have had some. success in taking 
several of the enemy’s. cruizers, and. some:of their trans- 
port) vessels and store-ships. This little naval. force we 
are about to augment, and expect it: may be more con- 
siderable in the next summer. ue Oa i 
We halve hitherto applied to no forsion pasa We are 
using the utmost industry in endeavouring. to make salt- 
petre, and with daily increasing success. . Our artificers 
are also every where busy im fabricating small arms, 
casting cannon, &c.) yet both. arms and ammunition are 
much wanted.. Any merchants, who would: venture.to 
send ships, laden with those articles, , might -make great — 
profit ;, such is the demand. in every colony, and;such 
generous prices are and will be given; of which, and.of 
the manner of conducting such a voyage, the bearer, 
Mr. Storey, can more fully inform you: and whoever 
brings in. those articles, is allowed to carry off the.value 
in provisions, to our West Indies, where they. will pro- 
bably fetch a very high price, the general exportation 
from North America being stopped. ‘This you will see 
more particularly in a printed resolution of the congress. 
We are in great want of good engineers, and wish you 
could engage, and send. us two able ones, in time for the 
next campaign, one acquainted with field service, sieges, 
&¢. and the other with fortifying of.sea-ports. They will, 
if well recommended, be made very welcome, and have 
honourable appointments, besides the expences of their 
voyage hither, in which Mr, Storey can also‘advise thems 
As what we now request of you, besides taking up your 
time, may put you to some expence, we send’you for the 
present, enclosed, a bill for one hundred pounds sterling, 
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to defray such expences, and desire you to be assured that 
your services _ be considered, rand hentanre rewarded 
oe the congress. S wl Lom pig ge OF ate Any 

We desire, . ste shit you priv binds ahic east of 
receiving from Arthur Lee, Esq. agent'for the’ congress 
in England, such letters as may be sent by him to: your 
care, and of forwarding them to us with your dispatches. 
When you have. occasion to write to him to:inform+him 
of any thing, which it may be of importance: that’ our 
friends there should be acquainted with, please to send 
your letters to him, under cover, directed to Mr. Alderman 
Lee, merchant, on Tower-hill, London ; and do nof sénd 
it by post, but by some trusty shipper, or other prudent 
person, who will deliver it with his own hand. And when 
you send to.us,; if you have not a direct safe opportunity, 
we recommend sending by way of St. Eustatia, to the 
care of Messrs. Robert and Cornelius Stevenson, .mer- 
chants there, who will forward your dispatches to. me. 
With sincere and great esteem and respect, I am, Sir, aber 

olive aaiotiy ote > hn SB FRANKLING® 


To JOHN HANcocx, ae hil or CONGRESS. 


hades of Dr. Franklin’ s Voyage to France. annlidion . 
two Prizes. 


f 


c 
a 


“Sir, faving : ‘I sas ~ Nantes, October 8, 176. ; 
In ‘hintin rien after we left the Capés: of Dela- 

ware, we came to an anchor in Quiberon. Bay... I 
remained on board. four days, expecting a change. of wind 
proper to carry. the ship into the river Loire, but the wind 


seeming fixed in an opposite quarter, I landed at Auray, 
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ioeiiiand sit means» wy boaves yance. ote mn : anne 
we saw land, we met a brigantine from. Bordeaux belong- 
ing to Cork, and another from Rochefort belonging: to 
Hull, both of which were taken.. The first has on board, 
staves,’ tar, turpentine, and claret: the» other» Coniac 
brandy and flaxseed. There is some ‘difficulty in deter- 
- mining what to do with them, ‘as they are scarce worth 
sending to America, and the mind of the French» court 
with regard to prizes brought, mto’ their: ports, is. not yet 
known. It is certainly) contrary to’ their treaties. with 
Britain to permit the sale of them, and we have no-regular 
means of trying and condemning them.—There are, how- 
ever, many here who would purchase prizes, we having 
already had: several offers from. persons who are: willing 
to take upon themselves all Br nsanaemsien as to the ille- 
gality.iivrhev wh enema has! Hood mmepih (te: tne 

i Muigties Wickes, as soon sity can get his sdaidhiiveiths 
intends a ‘cruise in the channel. Our friends:im: France 
haye been a good deal dejected with the gazette accounts. 
of advantages obtained against us by the British troops. I 
have helped them here to recover, their spirits a little, by 
assuring them that we still face the enemy, and were under 
no apprehensions. of their. two armies being able to’ com- 
plete: their junction.~ ney sah" 

I. understand. Mr. Lee has lately bien at Pacis: sue 
Mr. Deane is still there, and that an underhand supply is 
obtained from the government, of two: hundred ‘brass field 
pieces, thirty thousand firelocks, and: some other: military 
stores, which are now: ere for — and will be 
sa by a‘ship of Waki" GA hy Ae Ee 

’ The court of England, Mr. Penet bal me aie net 
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I have ‘the above: intelligence) had the folly to: demand 
Mr. Deane to be delivered up, but were refused. 2) to 
Our voyage though not long was rough, and I feel 
myself weakened by it, but 1 now recover strength daily, 
and in a few days shall be able to undertake the journey 
to Paris. I have not) yet taken’ any’ public »character, 
thinking it prudent first to know whether the court is 
ready and willing to receive ministers publicly from the 
congress ; that we may neither embarrass her on’ the one 
hand, nor subject ourselves) to the hazard of a‘disgraceful’ 
refusal’on ‘the other, I have dispatched. an. express .to 
Mr. Deane} with the letters [had for him from the com- 
mittee and a copy of our commission, that he may imme- 
diately make the proper inquiries, and give me information, 
In the mean time, I find it is generally supposed here, 
that l‘am sent to negociate, and that. opinion appears to 
give great pleasure, if I can judge by the extreme civi- 
lities { meet with’ from numbers of the principal people 
who have done me the honour. to visit me. I have desired 
Mr. Deane, by some speedy and safe. inesinay to give 
Mr. Lee notice of his appointment. I find several: vessels 
here laden with military stores: for America, just ready to 
sail; on the whole there is the greatest prospect that we 
shall be well provided: for another. campaign, and much 
stronger than we were the last. A Spanish fleet. has 
sailed, with sseven thousand land forces, foot, and. some 
horse, their destination not known, but supposed against 
the Portuguese in Brasil.. Both France and England are 
preparing strong fleets, and it is said that all the powers of 
Europe are preparing for war, .pprehending a general 
one cannot ‘be very distant. When I arrive at Paris, I 
shall/be able to write with: more certainty. I beg you to 


: 
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present) my duty to. the congress, and. assure them of my 
most faithful. endeavours in their, service. With. the sm- 
cerest esteem and respect, I have the honor to be, &e. | 
wate 4 p wmode) 3; B. FmAReWORN- 
aihantieoning SEoret CoMMITTEE OF CONGRESS. 
_ Same Subject as the preceding. 


 diaaieaniaiaic ee » Nantes, Dec. 8, 1776. 
After a short but rough passage of thirty din 
we anchored in Quiberon Bay, the wind not suiting to 
enter the Loire. Captain Wickes did every thing in ‘his 
power to make the voyage comfortable to me; and I was 
much pleased with what [ saw of his conduct as an officer, 
when on supposed occasions’ we made preparation _ for 
engagement, the good order and readiness with which it 
was done, being far beyond my expectations, and I believe 
equal to any thing of the kind in the best ships of: the 
king’s fleet. He seems to have also a very good set of 
officers under him ; I hope they will all in good time be 
promoted. He met and took two prizes, brigantines, one 
belonging to Cork, laden with staves, pitch, tar, turpen- 
tine, and claret ; the other to Hull, with a cargo) of flax- 
seed and brandy. The captains have made some propositions 
‘of ransom, which, perhaps, may be accepted, as there is 
yet no means of condemning them here, and they are 
scarce worth sending to America. The ship is yet in 
Quiberon bay, with her prizes. I came hither from | 
theuce, seventy miles, by land. I am made extremely 
welcome here, where. America has many friends, As 
soon as I have recovered strength enough for the j journey, 
which [ hope will be in a very few days, I shall set out 


‘ 
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for Paris.. My letter to the President will inform you.of 
some other particulars. With great esteem, I have the 
honor to be, &e. B. FRANKLIN» () 


Pp. Ss. yah te 10th. I have just learnt that eighty 
pieces. of cannon, all. brass, with carriages, braces, and 
every thing fit for immediate service, were embarked in a 
frigate from Havre) which is sailed: the rest were to go 
in another frigate of thirty-six guns. 


* 


“te 


hme. onan. bad hei THE SAME. | . 


” 


Gavtiemen, ‘ 4 res a ed hh 4, 9979: 


mT 
. 


I arrived here about two weeks since, where I 
found Mr. Deane. Mr. Lee has since joined us from 
London. We have had an audience of the minister, Count 
de Vergemnes, and were respectfully received. We left 
for his consideration a sketch of the proposed treaty. We 
are to wait. ‘upon him to- morrow with a strong. memorial, 
requesting the. aids mentioned i in our instructions. _ By his 
advice we had an interview with the Spanish ambassador, 
Count @ Aranda, who seems well disposed towards us, 
and will forward copies: of our memorials: to his court, 
which will, act, he says, in perfect. concert with this. Their 
fleets. are said to bei mn fine order, manned and fit for sea. 
T he cry of this. nation is for us, but the court, it is thought, 
views an. approaching | war with reluctance. _ The press 
continues in England. _ As soon as we can receive a posi- 
tive answer from these courts, we shall, dispatch an €X- 
bress with it. ut am, gentlemen, &e, _B. FRANKLIN, ee 
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JAMES LovELt, Esq. 


Observations on Commerce.— Treaty with France. — 
American Commissioners.—Anecdote of Lord Stor- 
‘mont, the British Ambassador in Paris.—Spanish 
—Galeons— English and French Fleets at Sea. 


‘Sir, peta? Passy, ye 22, 1778. 

| [Exrracts.] ‘ 
“I received your favor of May 15, and was glad 
to find that mine of December 21, had come to hand. 
Mr. Deane’s brother writes that it was not signed, which 
was an accidental omission. Mr. Deane himself is I hope 
with you long before this time, and I doubt not but every 
prejudice against him is removed. It was not alone upon 
the proceedings of congress I formed my opinion that 
such prejudicés existed. I'am glad to understand that 


‘Opinion was groundless, and that he is like to come back 


with honor, in the commission to Holland, where matters 
are already so ripe for his operations, that he cannot fail 
i his abilities) of being useful. 

There has been some inaccuracy in sending us ihe last 
di: ispatches of the committee, two copies of the contract 
with Mr. Francy and the invoices came by the same vessel, 
Captain Niles. And though one of your letters mentions 
sending enclosed a resolution of congress, relative to two 
articles of the treaty, that resolution is not come to hand. 
There are circumstances in the affair of those articles, 
that make them mm my opinion ‘of no consequence if they 
stand, while ‘the proposing to abrogate them has an un- 
pleasing appearance, as it looks likea desire of having it 
in our power to make that commercial kind of war, which 
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no honest state can begin, which no good friend or neigh- 
bour ever did or will begin, which has always been consi- 
dered as an act of hostility that provoked as well as 
justified reprisals, and has generally produced such as 
have rendered the first project as unprofitable as it was 
unjust. Commerce among nations as well as between 
priyate persons should be fair and equitable, by equivalent 
axchanges, and mutual supplies ; the taking unfair advan- 
tage of a neighbour’s necessities, though attended with a 
temporary success, always breeds ill blood ; to lay duties 
on a commodity exported which our friends want, Is a 
knavish attempt to get something for nothing. ‘The states- 
man who first invented it, had the genius of a pickpocket, 
and would have been a pickpocket, if fortune had suitably 
placed him; the nations,.who have practised , it have’ 
suffered for it fourfold, as pickpockets ought to suffer. 
Savoy by a duty on exported wines lost the supplying « of 
Switzerland, which thenceforth raised its own wine, and 
(to wave other instances) Britain, by her duty on exported 
tea, has lost the trade of her colonies. But as.we, pro- 
duce no commoility that is peculiar to our country, and 
which may not be obtained .elsewhere,, the discouraging 
ours by duties on exportation, and, thereby encouraging a 
rivalship, from other nations in the ports we trade to, is 
absolute. folly, which indeed is mixed more. or. less. ath 
some knavery. For my own part, if my protest were of 
any consequence, I should protest against our ever doing 
it, even by way of reprisal, Atis.a meanness with, which 
d,would not dirty the conscience or character of my 
country. The objections stated against the. Tast of. the 
two articles, had all been made, considered here, and 
were sent hence, I imagine, by one who i is offended that 
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they w ere not thought of eight sufficient to ‘stop the 
signing of the treaty, till ‘the king should, in another 
council, reconsider those articles, and, after agreeing to 
omit them, order new copies to be drawn, though all was 
then ready engrossed oti parchment as before settled. i 
did not think the articles of much — consequence, but I 
thought it of consequence that no delay should he given to 
the signing of the. treaty after it was ready. But if I had 
known those objections would have been sent to the com- 
mittee, 1 should have sent the answers they received, 
which had been satisfactory. to all the commissioners, 
when the treaty was settled, and until the mind of one of 
jhem was altered by the opinion of two other persons. 
"Tis now too-late to send those answers. But I wish for 
the future, if such a case ‘should again happen, that con- 
giess would acquaint their commissioners with such partial 
objections, and hear their reasons, before they determine 
they have done. wrong. In the mean time, ‘this is. only to. 
you i in private. It will be of no use to’ communicate it, 
as the’ resolution of congiess will probably be received 
and executed before this letter comes to hand. 

“Speaking of comimissioners in the plural, puts me in 
mind of inquiring if it can be the inten of congress to 
keep three ambassadors at this court; we have indeed 
four, with the gentleman intended for Tuscany, who cen- 
tinues here, and is very angry that he was not consulted 
in making the treaty, which he «could have mended in 
several | particulars ; and perhaps he is angry, with some 
reason, if the imstructious to him do, as he says they do, 
"require us to consult him. We shall soon have .a Sifths 
for’ the envoy to Vienna not being received : there, is, I 
hear, returning hither. The necessary expense of main 
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taining us all, is, I assure you, enormously great :.d-wish 
the utility may ‘equal it: I imagine every one of us spends 
nearly as much as Lord Stormont did. It is true he left 
behind him, the. character. of a niggard; and when the 
advertisement appeared . for. the sale of: his "household 
goods, all Paris laughed at an article of it, perhaps very 
innocently expressed, «“ Une grande quantité du linge de 
table, QUI N’A JAMAIS sERVI.—Cela est. tres vraisem- 
blable,” say they, “car al u’a jamais donné & manger.’ — 
But as to. our number, whatever advantage there might 
be in the joint counsels of three for framing and adjusting 
the articles of the treaty, there can be none in managing 
the common business of a resident here. On the con- 
trary, all the advantages in negotiation that result . from 
secrecy of sentiment, and uniformity in expressing it, and 
in comnyon. business, from dispatch, are lost. Ina court 
too, where, every word is watched and weighed, if a number 
of commissioners do not every one hold the same lan- 
guage, in giving their opiniop on any public transaction, 
this lessens their weight ; and where it may be prudent to 
put on or avoid certain appearances, of concern, for 
example, or indifference, satisfaction or dislike, where the 
utmost sincerity and candor should be used, and would 
gain credit, if no semblance of art shewed | itself in’ the , 
inadvertent discourse perhaps of only one of them, the 
hazard i is equal to the number; and where every ove must 
de consulted on eyery particular of common business, im 
answering every letter, &c. and one of them is. offended if 
the smallest thing is done-without his consent, the dith- 
culty of being often and long enough tog gether, the different 
opinions, and the time consumed in debating them, the 
interruption of new. applicants in the time: by meeting, 
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&c. &c. occasion’ 'so much postponing and delay, ‘that 
correspondence: languishes, occasions: are lost, and the 
business is always behind-hand. I have mentioned the 
difficulty of being often and long enough together : this is 
considerable, where they cannot all be accommodated in 
the same house: but to find three people whose: tempers 
are'so'good, and who like so well one another’s company, 
and manner of living and conversing, as to agrée well 
themselves, though being iv one house, and whose setvaits 
will not, by their indiscretion, quarrel with one another, 
aud by artful misrepresentations draw their masters in to 
take their parts, to the disturbance of necessary harmony ; 
these are difficulties still greater, and almost msurmount- 
able : and in consideration of thé whole, I wish the con- 
gress would separate us. 

_ The Spanish galeons, which have been impatiently ex- 
pected, are at length happily arrived. The fleet and army 
returning from Brazil, is still out, but supposed to be on 
the way homewards. Whei'that and the South Sea ships 
are arrived, it will appear whether Spain’s accession to the 
treaty has been delayed for the reasons given, or whether 

_the reasons were only given to excuse the delay. 

The English and French fleets, of nearly equal force, 
are now both at sea. It is not doubted but that if. they 
meet there will bea battle. For though England, through 
. fear, affects to understand it to be still peace, and excuses 
the depredations she has made on the commerce of France 
by pretences of illicit trade, &c. yet France considers the 
war as begun from the time of the king’s message to parlia- 
‘ment, complaining of the insult France had given by 
treating with us, and demanding aids to resent it, and the 
answers of both houses offering their lives and fortunes, 
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and the taking several frigates are deemed indisputable 
hostilities. Accordingly orders are given to all the fleets 
and-armed ships, to return hostilities, and encouragement 
is offered to privateers, &c. An ambassador from Spain 
is indeed gone to London, and joyfully received’ there, in 
the idea that peace may be made by his mediation. But 
as yet we learn nothing certain of his mission, and doubt 

his effecting any thing of the kind. tick 
War in Germany seems to be inevitable, and this occa- 
sioning great borrowings of money in Holland and else- 
-where, by the powers concerned, makes it more difficult 
for us to succeed in ours. With great esteem, I have the 

honor to:be, &c. : : B. FRANKLIN. 

To, Dr. Coorzr. 

On the Depreciation of the American Paper Money. 

My Dear Friznp, Passy, April 22, 1779. 
LT received your valuable letter by the Marquis 
de la Fayette; and another by Mr. Bradford. JI can 
only write a few words in answer to the latter, the former 
not being at hand. The depreciation of our money must, 
as you observe, greatly affect salary men, widows, and 
‘orphans. Methinks this evil deserves the attention of the 
‘several ‘legislatures, and ought if possible to be remedied © 
by some equitable law, particularly adapted to their 
‘circumstances. ‘I took all the pains [ could in Congress 
to prevent the depreciation, by proposing first that the 
bills should bear interest : this was rejected, and they were 
-struck as you see them. Secondly, after the first emission 
I proposed that we should stop, ‘strike no more, but 
‘borrow’ on ‘interest ‘those we ‘had issued. This was not 
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then approved of, and ‘moré bills were issued. way 
from ‘the too great quantity they began to depreciate, we 

agreed to borrow on interest, 'and I proposed that/in order’ 
to’ fix the value ‘of the ‘principal, the interest should be 
promised in hard ‘dollars. » This was objected ‘to as 
impracticable : “but [ still continue of opinion, that by 
sending out cargoes to purchase it we “might have brought 
in money sufficient for that purpose, as we brought! ‘in 
powder, &e. &e. And that though the attempt must 
have been attended ‘with a_ ‘disadvantage, the loss would 
have been a less mischief than any measure attending 
the ‘discredit of the bills, which threatens to take out of 
our hands the great instrument of our defence. The 
Congress did at last come into the proposal of paying 
the interest in real money. But when the whole mass of 
the currency was under way in depreciation, the momen- 
tum of its descent was too great to be stopt by a power 
that might at first have been sufficient to prevent: the 
beginning of the motion. The only remedy now seems to 
be a diminution of the quantity by a vigorous taxation, of 
great nominal sums, which the people are more able to 
pay in proportion to the quantity and diminished value ; 
_ and the only consolation under the evil is that the public 
debt is proportionably diminished’ with the depreciation : 
and this by a kind of imperceptible tax, every one having 
paid a part: of it in the fall of value that took place 
between the receiving and paying such sums as passed 
through his hands.  F or it should always be remembered, 
that the original intention was to sink the bills by taxes, 
which would as effectually extinguish the debt as an actual 
redemption. This effect of paper currency is not under- 
stood‘on this side the water... And indeed the whole is a 
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mystery even to the politicians, how, we have been able. to 
continue a war, four, years without, money, and how we. 
could. pay~with paper) that had_no previously, fixed, fund 
appropriated specifically to redeem it. ‘This. currency as 
we manage it is:a wonderful machine... It performs. its. 
office when we. issue it; it pays and clothes. troops, and. 
‘provides victuals. and ammunition ;, and .when, we are 
obliged to issue a inant exCRHSING, it inka itself off by 

depreciation, ... , Ay ptm ve 
-» Our. affairs, in aint ate in a fair light shgbushiaut 
Europe: Our cause is universally approved. | Our,consti- 
tutions’ of government have been translated and printed in 
"most languages, and are so, much admired for the spirit of 
liberty that reigns in them, that it is generally agreed we 
shall have a vast accession of national property after the 
war, from every part of this Continent, and particularly 
) from the British islands. We have only to persevere and 
to vibe arena eons BE ther yoni . B..Franxuin.,, 
‘To THE nag gmat Qu INCY, 6 apy ne 

Character of the French Nation.—Censures the rn vo f 
diated 


ABS LB ren uiiage) ose Passy, April 22, 179: 
oo ues .T-received your very kind letter by. Mr. 
Bradford, who appears a very sensible and amiable young, 

gentleman, to» whom I should with pleasure render any. 
service here, upom your much respected recommendation ; 
bateL understand hesreturns immediately, 
: oIt-is with great sincerity I, jo you.in acknowledging 
) wee admiring the | dispensations. of Providence, in, our 
favour. » America-has' only to be thankful and\persevere. — 


442 PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE PART! 414 


God. will finish his» work, and establish. their freedom’: 
and, the lovers ‘of liberty ‘will flock from all parts» of 
Europe: with their fortunes to ee eee with us of that 
freedom—as soon as the peace is restored. 

-.L\am exceedingly pleased with your account of the 
French) politeness and. civility, as it appeared among the 
officers and. people of their fleet. They have certairily 
advanced in those respects’ many degrees: beyond: the 
English. . I find them here a most amiable nation to live 
with... The Spaniards are by common opinion supposed to 
be cruel, the English proud, the Scotch insolent, the 
Dutch avaricious, &c. but 1 think the French have no 
national vice ascribed to them. They have some frivoli- 
ties, but they are harmless... To dress their heads so that 
a hat cannot be put on them, and then wear their hats 
under their arms, and to fill their noses with tobacco, may 
be called follies perhaps, but they are not vices, they are 
only the effects of the tyranny of custom. In short there 
is nothing wanting in the character of a Frenchman that 
belongs :to that of an agreeable and worthy man. They 
have only some. Anfiet a puree of which might. be 
spared. 

Will you permit me, while I do thea this justice, to 
hint a little censure on our own country people? which [ 
doin good-will, wishing the cause removed. You know 
the uecessity we are under of supplies from’ Europe, and 
the iditoeney we have at present in making returns. ‘The 
intérest bills would do a good deal towards purchasing 
arms, ammunition, cloathing, sailcloth, and other necessa- 
mies for defence... Upon enquiry of those who present 
those hills. to me for acceptance, what ‘the money is to-be 
laid out in, I find that most of it is for superfluities, and 
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more than half of it fortea ! How unhappily im thisinstance 
the folly of our people, and the avidity of our merchants, 
concur to weaken and impoverish our country! I formerly 
_ computed that we consumed before the war, in that single 
article, the value of 500,00O/. sterling annually.» Much 
of this was saved by stopping the use of it. [honoured 
the virtuous resolution of our women in foregoing” that 
little gratification , and [ lament that such virtue should’ be 
of so short duration! Five hundred thousand pounds 
sterling annually laid out in defending ourselves or annoy- 
ing our enemies would have great effects: With what 
face can we ask aids and subsidies from our friends while 
‘we are wasting our own wealth in such prodigality? With 

great and sincere esteem, lam, &c. 3B. FRANKLIN. 
To rue Marouis DE LA Fayette, at Havre DE 
Die ha alti GRACE. | ssi 


‘Dear Sir, Passy, August 19, 1779. . 
I have just now received your favour of the 

17th. I wrote to you a day or two ago, and have hitle 
to add. You ask my opinion what conduct the English 
will probably hold on this occasion,t and whether they 
will not rather propose a negociation for a peace: | have 
but.one rule to go by in judging of those people, which 
is, that whatever is prudent for them to do they will omit; 
and what is most imprudent to be done, they will do it. 
This, like other general rules, may sometimes have its 
‘exceptions; but I think it will hold. good for the most 
part, at least while the present ministry continues, or. rather 


» 00) ® Proposed descent of a French army in England. — 
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while the present madman has. the choice’ of. ministers, 
You. desire: to know. whether I am. satisfied: with the 
ministers here? It is impossible for any body to be more 
so.” d:sée they exert themselves. greatly i in the common. 
cause, and do every thing for us they can. We can wish 
for: nothing moré, unless our great want of money should 
make. us wish for a subsidy,. ta enable us to act- more 
vigorously im expelling the enemy from their remaining 
posts, and reducing Canada. But their own expences are 
so great, that I cannot press such ay addition. fost. iid 
hope however that we shall get some supplies of arms and 
ammunition ; and perhaps, when they can be spared, some 
sbips ‘to iki in reducing New York and Rhode Island. 
At present I know of no good opportunity of writing to 
America. There are merchant ships contiaually going, : 
but they are very uncertam conveyances. Ivlong_ to hear 
of your safe ar rival in England : but the winds are 
adverse, and we must have patience. With the sincerest 
esteein and respect, : am, ever Kc. He FRANKLIN, 


To THe Maroulis’ DE LA Faverte, AT Hayne,’ 
(W ith the Sword ordered by Congress. pe) 

‘Sir; by Oh nee ye as Aug. 24, 1779. 

| The’ ‘Congress, | ialusabie of your merit towards 
‘the United States, but unable adequately to reward. it, 
-determitied to presént you with’a Sword, as a small mark 
of their grateful acknowledgment. » ‘They directed it to be 
ornamented with suitable devices. Some of the principal 
‘actions of the war in which you ‘distinguished yourself. by 
~your bravery and conduct, are therefore represented upon 
it. These with a few emblematic figures al] admirably 


PART IY. “OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN! 445 
well executed make ‘its principal value. By the help’ of 
the ‘exquisite artists France affords, | find it easy to express 
every thing but the sense we have of your worth and our 
obligations to you. “For this, figures and even words aré 
found insufficient. I theréfore™ only add, that with’ the 
most perfect esteem and respect, I have the honour to 
— ynsanii a RAS B) FRAN KLINE” 


Pp, S. My Grandson goes to Havre with the sword, and 


t 


qi have the honour of presenting it to you. 0% 


nee +e Bae es cl) Be eet} i PORE 
Tux Marguis’ s Repy, 


pigs 
Meee, HE Siete ete Havre; August 29, 1279. 
Whatever expectations might have’ been” raised 
from the : sense of past favors, the goodness. of the United 
States: for me has e ever been such, that on every occasion 
it far’ “surpasses any idea I could have conceived.’ A new 
proof of that flattering truth, I find in the noble present, 
which’ coiigress have been pleased | to honor me with, and 
which is offered in ‘such a manner by your’ “excellency as 
will exceed any thing, but the feelings of’ ‘my ‘unbounded 
gratitude. Some'of the devices P cannot hielp finding too 
honorable’ a reward for those slight services, ‘which © in 
concert with my fellow soldiers, and under’ the godlike 
American hero’s orders, “I ‘had the good luck to render. 
The ‘sight of these actions, Where 1 was a witness Of 
American bravery and patriotic Kg ‘T'shall: ever enjoy. 
with | that ‘pleasure which ‘bécomes a Heart glowing ° with 
love for the nation, and'the most’ardent zeal for their glory 
at d happiness. ee aPireei seed Nb dia 4 oer ii ehatins 
~~ Assurances ‘of gratitude, which T beg Teave! to" presen 
to’ your excelléncy, are mii¢h inadequate to my feeliligs, a. ; 


! 
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nothing but those sentiments may properly ‘acknowledge 
your kindness towards me. “The polite manner in which | 
Mr. Temple Franklin was ‘pleased to deliver that inesti- 
mable sword, lays me under great ned hadnt to. bine and 
demands my particular thanks. f 4 

“With the most dota respect, I Bae the: nerren to 


be Bley ess “ PA YERE 


bes: Joun Jay, Eso. PRESIDENT oF Concruss. 
»PExtracr.}) | | Passy, Oct. 4. 1779. 


‘“‘We had reason to expect some great events 
from the action of the fleets this summer in the Channel, 
but they are all now in port without having effected any 

thing. The junction was late, and the length of time the 
_ Brest squadron was at sea, (equal to an East India voyage,) 
partly on the hot Spanish coast, occasioned a sickness 
among the people that made their return necessat ry: they 
had chased the English fleet, which refused the combat. 
The sick men are recovering fast since they were landed ; 
and the proposed descent on England does not yet seem 
to'be quite given up, as the troops are not withdrawn 
from the ports. Holland has not yet granted the succours 
required by the English, nor even given an answer to the 
requisition presented by Sir Joseph Yorke. The aids will 
be refused, and as the refusal must be disagreeable, it is 
postponed from time to time. The expectations of assis- 
tance from Russia and Prussia seem also to have failed 
the English, and they are as much at a loss to find effective 
friends in Europe, as they have been in America. Portu- 
gal seems to have a better disposition towards us than 
heretofore. About thirty of our people taken, and set — 


é 
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ashore on one of her islands by the English, were main- 
tained comfortably by the governor during their stay there, 
furnished with every necessary, and sent to Lisbon » where, 
én. inquiry to whom payment was to be made for the 
expence they had occasioned, they were told that.no 
reimbursement was expected, that it. was the queen’s 
bounty, who had a pleasure in shewing hospitality .to 
strangers in distress. I have presented thanks by the 
Portuguese ambassador here in behalf of the congress : 
and LI am given to understand that probably, in a little 
timé, the ports of that nation will be as open'to usas those 
of Spain. What relates to Spain I suppose Mr. Lee 
informs you of. | eye Me 
The sword ordered by congress for the marquis’ ide la 
Fayette, being at length finished, I sent it down to him at 
Havre, where he was with the troops intended for the 
invasion. I wrote a letter with it, and received an answer, 
copies of both which I enclose, together with a description 
of the sword, and drawings of the work upon it, which 
was executed by the best artists in Paris, and cost alto- 
gether two hundred guineas. The present has given him 
great pleasure, and some of the circumstances have been 
agreeable to the nation. . | J aie 
_ Our cartel goes on; a second cargo of Absaniasal 
prisoners, one hundred and nineteen in number, being 
arrived and exchanged. Our privateers have dismissed a 
: great number at sea, taking their written paroles, to be 
given up in exchange for so many of our people in their 
gaols. This is not yet quite agreed to on the other side, 
‘but-some expectations are given me that it may take place. 
Certainly humanity would find its account in the practice 
of exchanging upon parole, as all the horrors of imprison- 
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nie with the loss ‘of tiine and health, —— be Pr pNefied 
. at. i itogh) b heites? A ve hati j 

“We continue to’ Shale the coasts of these lords of the 
ocean with our little cruisers, A small cutter, which was 
fitted out as a privateer at Dunkirk, ‘called the Black 
Prince, has taken, ransomed, burnt, and destroyed above 
thirty sail of their vessels:within these three months. . The 
owners are: about: to.give her a consort, called. the Black 
Princess, for whom’ they ask a commission. The prison- 
ers brought in, serve to’ exchange our countrymen, which 
makes me more willing to, encourage, such »aemamentsy 
though they occasion a good deal of trouble. | a ti 

Captain, now commodore, Jones, put to sea thie, sum- 
mer’ with a little squadron. consisting. of a ship of forty 
guns, the Alliance, another frigate of twenty, with some 
armed cutters, all under American colors, with congress 
commissions. — He has sent in several prizes, has greatly 
alarmed the coast of Treland and. Scotland; and we just 
now hear, that going north about, he fell in. with a, number, 
of ships from the. Baltic, convoyed by a fifty gun ship and 
a twenty four gun frigate, both of which he took after an 
obstinate engagement, and forced several of the. others 
ashore. This 1 news is believed, but we. wait the confirma- 
tion and ‘the part ticulars. vay dene wn. : 

_ Since writing the above, I have received the following 
farther particulars.of the action between commodore Jo ones 
and the English men. of war. The 44 gun ship i is new, 
having been but six months off the stocks, she is called the 
Serapis 5) ; the other of 20 guns is the Countess of Scatbo- 
rough. ‘He had before taken a ‘number of valuable } prizes, 
particularly a rich ship bound to Quebee, which we 
suppose he may have sént to America. The English from 3 
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mistaken intelligence, 1 imagining he had a body of troops 
With him to make descents, have had all their northern 
“coasts alar med, and. been put to very expensive: move- 
ments of f troops, Ke. aude nee ae Franktin. | 


wilh jk Glo, DS Dr. Coorzr. 


American rib halal. Hap Jones—Rumou 4 
Mont sth Gs Hak a Rae oe. hactto rt | ne 
Death Gike nite ah oPassy, Oct. o7, 1779. 

‘ “Ttisa long’ time since TL have had the pleasure 
“Of hearing from: you. The intelligence you were used to 
favour i ine with, was’ often useful to our affairs: I hope 
‘I havé ‘not lost your friendship together with your corres- 
pondence. Our excellent ‘Mr. Winthrop, I see, is gone. 
He \ was one of those old friends’ for the sake of whose 
“society T wished to ‘return and spend: ‘the small. remnant 
‘of ny days i in New England.’ ‘A few more such. deaths 
‘will make me a stranger in my" own’ ‘country. ‘The lows 
of friends i is the fax'a Than’ Fay for mec 2 long hitnself, 
Tind it a heavy: ane.2/ 8918 3 2 
“You will see by! the’ newspapers that we have ‘given 
‘some disturbance to thé British coasts this’ year. One 
little pr rivateer out of | Dunkerque, the Black Prince, with 
‘2a Gobaress commission, and a few Américans mixed with 
‘Trish and English smugglers, went round their islands and 
‘took’ ig prizes. in less’ than three months. | ‘The little 
squadron | of Commodore J ones, under the same commis- 
Hows § and colours, has alarmed those coasts ‘exceedingly, 
“ocdasioned a ‘good deal A ‘internal Seaeice, ee" os 


» Ser 


whe ie is pretty! well received, ‘but must gute’ that 
VoL. 1. QF 
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meutral country as soon as, his damages are repaired. . ‘Th 
English wath | with a superior force, his coming out, byt 
-We hope be wall manage so. as_to escape their vigilance. 
Few actions, at sea have demonstrated. such steady, cool 
determined br avery as that of Jones in taking | the SLiepis. 
| T here has been much rumour this summer throughout 
Europe, of -ant’approaching® peace, ' ‘through the mediation 
of Russia and Holland :but itis understood to arise from 
‘the invention’ of stock jobbers and others interested m 
propagating stich opinions. “England seems not to be yet 
sufficiently humbled,, to ‘acknowledge the independence ¢ of 
the American Bele or, to treat with them on n that footing, 
we. é shail cage Re see Wadi satu ny oe 

By the i invoices: I have. seen and heard of,. sent hither 
per Congress Interest Bills of, ._Exchange to purchase the 
goods, it should. seem that there , is not so great a want of 
necessaries as. of.,superfluities; among, our peoples Iti is 
difficult to, conceive, that. your distresses can be great, 
when one sees that much the greatest part of. ‘that money 
AS. Javished'i inmodes, gew gaws, and tea zl Is it impossible for 
ls to become Wiser, when by: simple, economy, and avoid- 
dng, unnecéssary’ expences, we might more than defray the 
charge of the,war... ‘We export. solid. provision of all kinds 
»which, is necessary,for the sustenance | of. man,., and we 
4mport) fashions, luxuries, and, trifles... : Such. trade, )may 
enrich, the traders, but never the country...") |... sempe 

_ The, good will of all Europe. to. our, cause, as:being t the 
cause of liberty, which is the cause of mankind, still, con- 
tinues, as does. the universal swish, to see the English. prid 
humiliated, and. their power « curtailed, ‘Those “circum. si 
stances are encouraging, and give, hopes. of a happy i issue. 


ee | 


/ 
n ged 
- 


- 


PART IT. or BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, 449 


i: v4 


Which may God grant, fo that you, my friend, May live 
o long a a blessing to at Pend I am, Ke, i a es 


B. aha 
To Santns Lovett, its ak 
Fs fEit r CFs 


The. ‘Mares de. la Fayette,—State, of. Fey an 
Pa Rivk BML tng land, (Ses, bordisit 9 i Ye i 
GD mA Sim ins $i settee dn cohe 16, 1780: 
mi 93g voult. vastithes Fl: de Ja. Fayette, our firm anid 
constant fiend, returning to’ America, [have written, a 
Jong letter by. him to the: president, of, which, a, copy ‘goes 
puis this ship...M. Gerard is sitice arrived, and [, have Te- 
ceived the, dispatches you ‘mentioned, tome, but no: letter 
“in answeér.to «mine, a, very Jong. ‘one by the. Chevalier. de la 
Luzerne, nor any; acknowledgment that. it ‘came to 


Ae 


# * 


-hand.. alt veore live glodoti NL wiushgso mon barolon Hipee 
_ By, thé’ many: newspapers: and eieiphlels I Ee, you 
sou ‘see, [the present. state! of European: affairs in general. 
Ireland continues to insist on complete liberty. and will 
probably: obtain it. . The meetings.of counties in England, 
and. tlie committees of correspondence they appoint, alarm 
a good deal the ministry, especially since it) has been’ pro- 
posed, to.elect of each committee, a few persons to assem- 
ble in London, which, if carriedi into, execution, will form a 
kind of congress, that will have more of the confidence 
and support of the people ‘than the old parliament, ‘Tf t the 
nation is: not too: corrupt, as I rather think it is, some con- 
siderable reformation of internal abuses may be expected 
from this; with regard to us the only advantage to be ey 
wadgtinssanectan from it isa peace, the general bent of | 
the nation being: for it. The success’ ‘of admiral Rodney's 
feet against our “allies, has'a little elated our enémies for the 


present, and probably they will not now think: of. proposing 
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it. If the approaching campaign, for which h great p prepara- 
tions are making here, should end disadvantageously. to 
them, they will be more treatable, for their debts and taxes 
are. daily becoming more burthensome, while their com- 
‘merce the source of their wealth diminishes; : and though 
they . have flattered themselves: with obtaining assistance 
from ‘Russia, and other ‘powers, it does not appear that 
they are: likely to succeed ; on the contrary, they are in 
danger of losing the neutrality of Holland, 99) (0) 
Their: conduct with regard to the exchange of prisoners, 
has been very unjust. After Jong suspense and affected 
delays, for the purpose of wearing out our poor people, they 
have finally refused to deliver ‘us a'man-in exchange for 
those set at liberty by our cruisers on’ parole: A letter I 
send enclosed from captain Mitchel, will show the. treat- 
‘ment of the late flags of truce from Boston.’ There is no 
-gaining any thing upon these barbarians by: advances of 
civility or humanity. 0 “it BOyRIMOD hanly ¥4 
Enclosed I send for congress, the justification’ of this 
court against the accusation published in the’ late: English 
a mi With oe esteem, Re.) 1 1h) 9: 
Be ie Oa RD HER FRANKLIN. | 
To M. Dumas. obi Oh eid 
Confederacy of the neutral Powers. — Clinton's Letter. 
Reeinaen), ny! ee Pasy, p Hid 1780. . 


- Dear Sir, m 
“xy A Dutch slic Bidens to. (esas “Lint, 
Dale, and Co, of Rotterdam, being brought into: France 
as having’ an. English cargo.on | ‘board, Lhave: followed your 
opinion with regard to the condetanation of the cargo, which 
I think the more right, as/'tie English have in the West 
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Indies confiscated several of our cargoes tse in Dutch 
ships. But to show respect to the declaration of the em- 
press of ‘Russia, ‘T have written to the owners of our | pri- 
vateers, a letter of which I enclose a Copy, ‘together with 
cauiane” rk approve inti of the pines of the con- 
federacy of the neutral powers, and am not only for re- 
specting the ships as the house of : a friend, though con- 
taining the goods of an enemy, but I even wish for the sake 
of humanity, that the law. of nations may be farther im- 
proved, by determining that even in time of war, all those 
kinds of people who ¢ are employed in procuring ‘subsistence 
for the s species, or in exchanging the necessaries or con- 
veniencies of life, which is for the common benefit of 
mankind ; such as husbandmen on their lands, fishermen 
in their barques, and traders in unarmed vessels, shall be 
pefmitted to prosecute their several innocent and useful 
employments without interruption or molestation, and no- 
thing taken from them, even when wanted by an pial 
but on paying a fair price for the same. | ; 

I think you have done well to print the letter of Clintéins 
for though I have myself had suspicions whether some parts 
of it were really written by him, yet I have no doubt of the 
facts stated, and think the piece valuable, as giving a true 
account of the state of British and American affairs in that 
quarter. On the whole, it has the appearance of a letter 
written by a general who did not approve of the expedition 
"he was sent upon,—who had no opinion of the judgment of 
those who drew up his instructions,—who had observed that 
preceding ‘commanders, Gage, Burgoyne, Keppel, and the 
Howes, had all ‘been censured by the ministers for having 
tinsuccessfully’ attempted ‘to execute injudicious ir instruc- 


auly ay eae if “ge oo gost : 


Poh JIuKraA Me tia y er Ad ' a8 i As st 
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van ce Winn 


x 
1 wail 


tions, with: unequal force enh ” pee wrote such 3 2 
letter, 1 not, merely to give the information contained in I 
but to ‘be produced i in his vindication, when he might be 
recalled, and his want of success charged. upon. him asa 

crime ; though, i in uth, owing to the folly of the ministers 
who. had. ordered him on impracticable projects, and per- 
sisted in. them notwithstanding. his faithful informations, 


Pa on x 


without, furnishing the necessary number are troops. he had 


ele 


demanded .—In t this view. much of the letter may be ac= 
counted for, without supposing it fictitious ; 3 and therefore 


LEPC} iT ihe 


if not, genuine i it is ‘ingeniously written : : but you will easily 
hie. wei 6th a SG 


conceive, that if the state of public facts it contains, were 
ay, rye “America. to be false, such a Saphatey there 


cause « ‘of the country. “With ‘great esteem ‘3 ‘am, Ke. % | 
te ues ‘FRANKLIN, 


£5) @ 


; wey #'% t% ty viarts s? ,‘\Z 2 Wiwa ht 
ae ee ee e 2 eS i ce ee es 4 Lies Fo 


RS) toads 30 


“COPY OF THE JUDGMENT, act 


To Miksa: THE JupGES' OF THE ADMIRALTY AT 
Vw Teoh Cape BouRe: 


Se ha 5 is 


" Gayttemen, vg oat Passy, May 16, 1780. 

i Ye have received the proces- -verbaux, and 
other papers you did me the honor. to send me, agreeable 
to the 1th article of the regulation, of the 27th. September, 
1778. These pieces. relate to, the ‘taking of the ship Flora, 
whereof was ‘Captain | Henry, ‘Roodenberg, | bound ‘from 
Rotterdam to, Dublin a, and arrived at Cherbourg i in Fi rance, 


being taken the 7th day. of Apnl. I by ( Captain Dowlin, com- 

’ mander of the, American privateer | the Black Prince. ne 
:3 5% PRIS h BeER VY D> * é i cae e aD | Aa¥ a : 

It appears to me from, the above mentioned papers, that 


PEE SST ER, DIYs peipinh 4 


the said ship F nee is not 2 pe prize, the same belonging 


- a4 
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to the subjects ofa ‘pelitral nation * | ae that the cargo is 
really the property of ‘thie’ subjects of the ‘king of Baglind, 
| though attempted to be masqued ~ ‘as ‘ petitral!” “J do'there! 
fore request that after the cargo shail be landed, you would 
cause the said ship Flora to be immediately réstored ‘to her 
captain, and that you ‘would oblige the captors to pay hin 
his full freight, ‘according’ to his bills of lading, and ‘also’ to 
make good all the damages he may have sustained by phint 
der or other wise ; “and 5 § farther request, that’ ‘as. the’ cargo 
is perishable, you would cause it to” ‘be ‘sold ‘immediately, 
and retain the produce deposited in’ ‘your ‘hands, to'the 
end that if any of the freighters, being subjects ‘of their’ high 
mightinesses the states-gener als, will declare. ,upon 0 oath, ‘that 
certain parts of the said cargo were bond fide shipped on 
their own account and risque, and not on the account and 
risque of any British or Irish subjects, the value of such 
parts may be restored: or, that if the’ freighters, or any of 
them, should think fit to appeal from this judgment to the 
congress, the produce so deposited may be disposed of ac- 
cording to their final dpveratinutiont [have thé honor to 
be, &e. 8 rodae “ace bee eo eR, fo 

~ Minister Plenipotentiary for the 

u S, at the C. of £. 


To AN V AGENT OF American Cryismrs, 


Si, vubelwordai yousiane assgy May 30, 17806 

iIn my Jast, of the 27th instant, I omitted one 
shine I had intended, viz. to desire you would give absolute 
ordeis to your cruisers not to bring any more Dutch ves- 
sels, | though charged with enemies’ goods, unless contra- 


band. All. the. neutral states of Europe seem at present 
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disposed to. change, what had before. been. deemed. the law - 
of nations, to wit; that an enemy’s property.may be taken ; 
wherever f found ; and to establish a a tule that free ships s shall : 
make free pr This rule 1 is itself so. reasonable, and of : 
eriihies to be so. beneficial to mankind, that I cannot but ‘ 

a it may, become general. _ And, I make no doubt but,. 
ae the -congress will agree to in.as full an extent as France 
and, Spain. In the mean, time, and until I have received 
their. orders on ‘the subject, it Is, my, : intention to condemn . 
no more. | English goods. Foi 3 in Dutch vessels, unless con-. 
traband 5, of which. ] L thought it right. to give. you this | pre- 
vious notice; that. you may avoid. the trouble. and. expense | 
likely to.arise. from such captures, and. from the detention : 
of them for a decision. With great regard, and. best wishes. ) 
for, ihe. success of your enterprise, 4 | have. the honor to 


be, Ken. ? DEM oe ie"? kin was ry ye aL en ae FRanxuin. re 
povioegee mn Dr. Sita asaalo peppy lt deat 
saitaaiiaas Finance and paper mpset bei 


Sin, waited: aia _ Passy, Oct. 9, 1780... 

: ‘I received and, dint ali pleasure your thoughts — 
on sdiiipididbiTlecains and your scheme of a Bank. .I 
communicated them tothe Abbé Morellet, who is a good — 
judge of the subject,/and he has translated them into 
French. He thinks them generally very just, and very 
clearly expressed ; I shall forward them to a friend in the 
congress. ‘That body is, as you suppose, not well skilled 
in financing. But their deficiency in knowledge has been 
amply supplied by good luck. They. issued: an immense 
quantity of paper-bills, to pay, clothe, arm, and feed their 
troops, and -fit out ships; and with:this > paper, ' without 
taxes for the first three years, they fought and baffled one 
of *the most powerful | nations: ‘of Europe. - They hoped 


) 
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notwithstanding its quantity to have kept up the value of 
their paper... In this they were mistaken. — It depreciated . 
gradually, But this depreciation, though in some “dire 
cumstances inconvenient, has had the general good and 
great effect, of operating as a ‘tax, and perhaps the most — 
equal of ‘all’ taxes, ‘since it’ depeciated i in' the hands’ of the’ 
holders of money, ‘and thereby taxed them in. proportion 
to the\sunis they held and the time they held it, which ge-_ 
nerally is in proportion to men’s wealth. Thus, after 
having done its business, the paper is reduced to the six- 
tieth part of its original value. Having issued 200 millions 
of dollars’ thé: congress ‘stopped, and supplied themselves 
by' borrowing. These sums were borrowed at different pe- 
riods ‘during the progress of the depreciation, those; who 
lent tothe public, thereby fixed the value of the papet 
they lent, since it is to. be repaid in silver according to 
its value at the time: of the loan. The rest went on de- 
preciating; and the depreciation is at length only stopped 
by the vast nominal sums called m easily by taxes, and 
which will be: by that means destroyed, Thus so muck 
of the public debt has been in this manner insensibly paid, 
that! the remainder, which you desire to know, does not 
exceed six millions sterling, And now’ they are working 
with new paper expressed to be equal in value to silver, 
which they have made to bear interest; and.I have provided 
such funds to. pay that interest, that probably its original 
value willbe supported. In the mean time the vigour of 
their-military’ operations is again revived, and they are now 
as able, ‘with respect to money, to carry on the war, as 
they were at the beginning, and much more so with, regard 
to troops, arms and discipline. : It is also an increasing 
ea sixty ‘thousand children having been born annually | 
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in the United States since the beginning of the war; while 
their enemies: are ° said to Be diminishing. yf am, Sir, &c. 
Hath aaah ling Fg 2 PB. FRANKLIN. 


1 ee ’ 

Waste Du Japp To. Aalst toatl Haat 

Prop of a Federal Union; between America and 
ny gta ts British Parliament, See is, | 
vip i Site ot Waris ani? oi) Eondony! Oct. hI, 1780. 

as’ Phe consciousness: of a sincere desire to» promote 
the interests of human kind, as far as my confined abilities 
and humble station will permit, induce me to give you my 
sentiments upon a subject which, I have no doubt, is ever 
presént to your thoughts. Excuse the ‘presumption ; the 
intention is honest ; let this: consideration ‘compensate for 
the want of every other qualification. Independent in my 
principles’. and» unconnected: with: party, [speak those 
sentiments, ‘which circumstances: appear to: the: to Mickel, 
aoe Ispeak them without'reserves) 1) G0 so) 

“A federal union between America and) England, upon 
the broad basis of mutual convenience; appears to mea 
point of so much consequence, that 1 cannot conceive, in 
the present. circumstances, how either country, can fully 
enjoy the means of happiness, which indulgent. Providence 
has poured forth on each with so much Profusjons, wulss 
such union immediately take place... . 

» TL also-am persuaded, that the present war, watt this 
country and the House. of Bourbon, is of so peculiar a 
kind, that no solid reason can be assigned for, its continu- 
afice,'a’moment after America and’ England shall coapiely 
hea upon a termination of their dispute, 5) 5) 

It is obviously for the advantage of England, that a, 
rica should employ her manufacturers, and that her fleets 
should have free access to the shores, from whence she 


a 


oe Rh ae “4 oe t -* ‘ ? 
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‘ 


derived those’ ‘various: ‘sources we ceipuell: whith enabled 
her sO long to reign the unrivalled mistress of the deep. | 

On the cahey hand, the rising ‘States of America, bao 
intent on such measures, as tend to increase ‘their popu- 
lation, and perfect 1 those forms of civil polity, which, at the 


Ve Ser ee 


same time that they promise. internal security and ‘happi- 


ri 


ness, will probably. establish, an asylum | for the rest of 
mankind, ‘must derive considerable advantage from the free 
importation of those articisee “which, in their present cir- 


aS | f 


cumstances, peck. cannot with. convenience manufacture 


ei bts eee i} i ey ie 
themselves. 


eaiigiex Sv AweriWwhee 
| “And why : should England ¢ envy to France he, Spee, nay, 


Puan qe he 


to ‘all the world, that Portion of trade, whatever that b be, 
eee ae : & P oh AD 2 ro 
which suits ‘the circumstances of each power ; and from 


wie © SFE 
which all deriving the. sources of rational enjoyment w ould, 


perhaps, remain in the same ratio as at present, with respect 
- y SS ie yd: 
to relative strength § ? 


nibh Sih * 
How strange therefore to persevere i inan appeal. to arms, 
ry Preset | on ee 
when neutral inter est, and the ties of blood ; the, sameness 


Silé et ee 


of religion, language, and laws, 80 loudly A for peace! 
We might reasonably have hoped, that in the course of 
eighteen centuries the gospel of peace might have su ggested 


to us a more ‘rational mode of ‘terminating our contests. a 
As i it never was the interest, so neither was it in fact | the 

feleanon of the English people, to break the bonds of 

union with their American brethren, untl seduced thereto 


“by the arts of ‘designing men. Their motives I leave. to 


Wake b eet 


themselves—they will be revealed i in their day. aviliwn 
pS 


Had the English people been equally represented i man 


S745 TREY 


annual Parliament, that Parliament, acting in strict confor- 
mity. with the interests ‘of its constituents, would have seen 


vf reste tal. ‘ ERTS 


‘that every consideration required, that the inn ‘of union 
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between the countries. should be preserved inviolate.—It 
would have perceived, that those restrictions, which were, 
the offspring of the occasion, or suggested by, narrow sys+ 
tems of policy, ought to have been removed, the moment. 
that ‘they. occasioned the first murmur of complaint —But 
unhappily. ‘for England, the love of arbitrar y sway so far 
operated | upon those, who most are ‘exposed to its, tempta- 
tions, as to engage them i in the desperate measure of de- 
luding one half of the empire, In order to subjugate the 
teste. | 

The period of this earn however, i is now rapidly lk 
vancing to its termination. —Calamity has brought home 
the perception of the consequences, attendant upon national 
error, to every private breast. —It has taught us “wisdom — 


ay 


and has begun to humanise our ‘hearts.—The many are DOW 
ready. to exclaim, in the expressive language of scripture, 
«“ We are ‘verily guilty concerning our brother, in that we 
saw the anguish of his soul when he besought us, and we 
would not hear ; therefore is this evil come upon us.” SN 

But although the people are disposed to » accommodation, 
a mighty | power continues to oppose itself to the _general 
wish. ; | 3 
And were the aristocratic pict st of our constitution to 
_ prevail 1 in ‘its conflict with that power, I am far from being 
satisfied, ‘that a general and permanent pacification would 
be the result. eae eee 

The restoration of the. English constitution to its prime- 
val purity, appears ‘to be an essential ‘preliminary to an 
honorable and lasting | peace. ne 

Peace and war are relations which the ‘inhabitants of 
different countries stand i in to each other. In this sense the 
people of America are not at war rwith the people of Eng- 
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land. “The | Tatter having lost their power of self- govern 
ment are merely. the. instruments of administration. — | The 
‘present war is 1s ware between the people ‘of America and 
the administration of this ‘country. Were the inhabitants 
of. this country ‘restored to their elective rights, and other 
constitutional franchises, a state of peace would i imme- 
diately ensue. ! 

| “Upon this idea alone can pots have a “proper secui- 
‘rity for the due observance of that solemn compact, which 
T should rejoice to see established between my native ¢ coun- 
try, and her free and independent states. ie 

} ‘The supporters of the septennial bill, at the time that 
‘ruinous and unconstitutional measure. took place, strongly 
insisted vu upon. the. advantage that would ensue from | ‘that 
‘increased confideuce, which foreign nations would thence- 
forth repose in us, on account of the consequent stability of 
our public counsels. 


avi 


ed i in policy the most | unwise. suet 
“Reason surely dictates, that the i a bak na- 
tions Tepose in each other’ 8 public counsels, must be the 
greatest, when. the agents speak the real sentiments of their 
constituent Bodies. 

Iti is also. to be considered, ‘that the changes bt sentiment, 
. the constituent body of the nation, must unavoidably he 
, gradual, as general interest, always slowly unveiling itself, 
shall direct. Whereas the agent, ‘whe has a permanent 

estate in his office, will. vary his conduct in ‘conformity to 

the quick. r revolutions of those numerous temptations, to 
which. views of private interest, cand prospects of 7 ‘power 
hourly. expose him. Ao 


‘For England therefore to be Hee: and to regain the con- 


€ 
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fidence of natons, h her parliaments must be free and inde- 
‘pendent: and. the same measure which gi gives independene, 
to the English parliament, will, ‘under God's. providence, 


Yaar ty 


restore tot us. peace. with . merica ‘and with all the world. 
e2it 
‘Ty write not ‘thus, induced. ‘thereto solely from an ‘attach- 


Hass ae 6 iy 
‘ment to nly native soil—the world i is my country —and the 
‘Tegion whieh; vg ty deat “bk eedan has in my eyes charnis 


‘more attractive than, my. native s soil. LL write, Bria t ty from 
oe vars Masti thi 3 { Ot) 
an at ttachment to a favorite measure, ‘but from.a fall convie- 
i; \ aa iM I ty &e j 
tion that such a ‘preliminar yas. Bi have mentioned, ‘being 
Oo oy tisit: 
‘Inserted in every proposition for ‘Peace on the. part of Ame- 


rica, would lay a Tasting { foundation for ‘that peace—~and 


would t be a perpetual security that the independence, which 
Fi ie) ae Bt BS. Wi ids 
‘America : 50 justly. claims, and i in ‘the establishment of which 
aath, Eee) Tre jow dit eat ogy Deane 
every eevee un ler Heaven. 1s interested, ‘wou d never be 
ett) ee. bier eT M02 re he EE Se Hw 


‘broug it into question to ‘the end ae time. 


a od x ot 2 sie 443 MS Ys 
'The si sum ahd ety eat of: co 44 se urge 4s this That ‘as 


a oh equal representation . of the. ‘English J peop ple, i m 


THEOL MSO ORR OF SUBLR: me 
annual par iaments, Is a point essential to the restor: ion of 


our freedom ; itis equally essential, as a foundation for: 


ti} bee e! be Wie ee i} ys o we 3 LBB 
federal IO with’ the American’ states. hig 


dig eyed ; 
Miter ‘all—the | changes in the prey a nied, Whe thes 

‘ ea . As 
te de revolutions i in the Ont 3 of “nations, of or of 3 In ivi- 


duals, are in the hands of. Providence; and eer ligect ed by by 
its. “Tesistless power to ‘the gerieral good. : “Tha ade will 
prevail, whatever ‘the hearts and. heads of politicians 


Pate tety ot 2 oe ata VOR Te hed ey 
‘may devise. ‘The only differénces will be,  dinagiee 
Mix Whe ae. ee ofl yy 3 6u 

the time and manner, in which: the ends “ot prov pce are 
hits his 3 4 wad : wh ai HM ORB 
brought to pass; ; and ¢ a difference in thé final fate of ose 
see : Y ORO4 + ip OVO" uy ment.” 
who are employed as the means Oo their accomplishme 

Ou are Sh UW LY : ‘outa 


"The fell destroyers of their | species shall see their mea- 
surety pote planned with Machiayelian policy, ai nd for : a 
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time successful, finally abortive—failing im the attamment of 
the evil wished'for, and productive of the good they hate. 
On the, contrary, 1 if virtue, honor, zeal for the interests 
of our country « and, of human kind form the outline of the 
character, t the agent of heaven will be renowned 3 in his:day ; 
and long futurity, through « every successive age, ‘shall im- 
at increase of glory. ‘The’ “joys of self-complacency 
“They will also be the 
veamest of an n happin 8 which will know no bounds. i ee 
| he ies Joun June. 
aN Samury Huntineron, Esq.” oad 
Cap of Mr. I. Laurens. —Confined i an the Toa ower if 
3 a London, See ee a ere 
eat me, “Passy, Dec. 3, , 1780. 
wee ee «The news of Mr. ‘Taurens | being Rely zane 


Lt jmak 


t Pirew “Ty 


1 Saety 


‘exercise ‘than first'v was een him, Certain ones found 
with: him ‘relating to the drafts of | a ‘treaty “proposed 4 in 
‘Holland, “have been‘sent over ‘to. the stadtholder, who laid 
_them before their high mightinesses, who ‘coiniminicated 
‘them to the government of the city of Aimsterdam } : ‘Which 
justified the transaction. This has. ‘drawn from ‘Enghing, 
a memorial delivered by Sir J oseph Yorke, demanding 
that the. pensionary and magistrates of that city ‘should’ be 
punished ; ; and declaring that the king will resent a refusal 
of the states to comply with this demand. “What answer 
‘will be given to this insolent memorial we do not “yet 
‘know. But I hear it has produced. much displeasure i in 
‘Holland, and it is thought to have occasioned a more 
prompt accession to the armed neutrality which had before 
met with obstructions: from the’ English party ‘there.” | 


Tt “iia 


ak PO 200) OB OBR AN LINE 
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siete rail? f To Coun an Vancrnszs. tvs 475 
eteqgator iid 101 ; os toto SB sf 

2 esis ~ Passy, Feb? 13, AA 


ett peti ealteny eelt rs — bapl tre hyve 126% 
stil i have just received from Congress their letter 
‘for the king, which I have the honor, of f putting b herewith 
‘into the I bands of your excellency. _ vicki iii 
._ tan charged at. the same time t to re ‘represent in. the 
strongest t terms the unalterable resolution (of the: United 
States, to maintain their liberties and independence, and 
saviolahie | to adhere to the alliance at every hazard, and in 
every ¢ event ; and that the misfortunes of the last cam- 
paign, instead of repressing, have redoubled their ardor; : 
that congress are resolved to employ every resource . in 
their power | to expel the, y enemy, from every ‘part of ‘the 

United States, by.t the most vigorous and decisive ¢ 9-0 
ration, with the marine and other forces of their illu 
ans ‘that they haye accordingly called on the several 
state 3, for a powerful army and ample supplies o of Provi- 
‘sions ; 5. _and that the States, are disposed rem to 
comply. with their requisitions. aledabtaia tin tied 

That, if i in. aid of their own exertions, the court of 
F 'rance can. be prevailed on to assume a nayal superiority 
ins the American seas, to furnish the arms, ammunition, 
04 clothing specified i in the estimate heretofore transmit- 


tec a to assist with the loan mentioned in. the defter 


to aha nations. ~ By several letters. to. me > from intelligent 
persons it, “appears, that the great and expensive exertic 
of the ‘ast year, by which a force was assembled c: cay 
of facing the enemy, ‘and which accordingly . drew tow rd 
New York and lay long near that city, were rendered inef- 


- 
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fectual ‘by. the superiority of the: enemy-at sea, and that 
their saccess in. Carolina, had beem chiefly. owing to: that 
superiority,’ and to the want of) the necessary means) for 
furnishing, marching,:and paying the: — of wide 
sufficient*to:defend that province.» esnetads 
oThe marquis de la Fayette, writes tome elias it is im- 
ae to conceive; 'without »seeing: it, thé distress’: the 
troops have suffered for want of clothing, ard: the following 
is a paragraph of a letter from ‘General ‘Washington, 
which I ought not to keep back from your excellency, viz, 
~~© PT doubt not you are so fully informed by congress of 
our political and military state, that it would be superflu- 
ous to trouble you with any thing relative toeither. If I 
were to speak on topics of the kind, it would be to show; 
that our present situation makes one of two things essen- 
tial to us—a peaceor the most vigorous aid of our allies, 
particularly in the article of money;.of their disposition 
to serve us we cannot doubt: their ne will do 
every thing their means will permit.” ‘ ts 
They had in America great pipectebivnd, I ode ci 
on what foundation, that a considerable supply of money 
would be obtained-from Spain, but that expectation has 
failed : and the force of that nation in those seas has been 
employed to reduce sinall forts in Florida, without render- 
ing any direct assistance to the United States ; and indeed 
the long delay of that’ court in acceding, to the treaty of 
comimerce, begias to have the appearance of its not inclin- 
_ ing!to have any connection with us;. so that, for: effectual 
_frietidship, and for the aid: so.necéssary, in| the present 
conjancture, we ‘can: rely on France. alone, and in; the 
continuance of the king’s goddness towards us.) |, 
~d amgrown old,.I feel :myself much enfeebled by my. 
Vou. I. 2G 
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late long illnessy and-itis probable: I shall .not long, have. 
any more concern’ in these »affairs. . I therefore. take. this 
yeCasjon ‘to express’ my opinion to— your,,excellency, that 
the: present conjuncture is/eritical;,,that there.is some 
danger lest the congress should lose:its influence over the, 
people, if it ig found unable to procure »the aids that are 
wanted ;\:and that the whole :system of, the mew govern- 
‘mentiiw America may thereby be: shaken. (10) { aqanal 
That if the En ‘lish are suffered once to, recover. that 
country, ‘such.an: opportunity of. effectual separation. as the 
present, may notvoccur:again in: the coursé of ages ;, and 
thatthe? possession of those fertile and: extensive regions, 
aird:that» vast sea coast; will :afford them so:broad abasis 
for future® greatness, by the rapid~growth of otheir).comy 
merce;"and breed of seamen and soldiers, as. will,enable. 
them to-become the terror. of Europe, and to.exercise,.with) 
- impunity that insolence which is:so natural to their nation, 
and which will :encrease enormously with, he:increase’ of 
their power. I am with great respecty Xess ogo orm © 
ate ud, GRR YO eb TR eet B. FRANKLAN®) : 
hel at ney. i) mets i) VARIO 9's BRIG EY hg te EUICM LAY, Sab 


eas » To ths EXCELLEN ox: dis ADAMS, Es@erisans 


‘nik na ein ore e 


Duties on American Exports, be. 


‘iis inalil Moo pabihiidétien 
eiinenaelicn pave ab agsys May. 19,1781... 

: “ T have with ag no doubt that America sail 
éasily able to pay off not only the interest but the princi- 
pal of all the debt she may contract in this war. But 
_ whether duties upon her exports will be the best method 
of doing it, is a question I am not so clear in. England 
raised indeed a great revenue by duties on tobacco. But 
it was by virtue of a prohibition of foreign tobaccos, and 
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thereby obliging the:internal consumer to pay those duties. 
If America wete'to lay a duty of five pence:sterling pr. Ib. 
ont‘the exportation of her tobacco, would, any European 
nation buy it? Would not: the colonies of Spain and 


Portagal, and the ukraine of Russia furnish. it much 


cheaper ? Was not — England herself obliged: for such: 


reasons to drop the. duty, on tobacco ‘she furnished:to. 


France? Would it not cost an: immense sum: in officers, 
&e. to guard our long coast against smuggling of tobacto, 


arid running it out to avoid a duty? and would.not many. 
even. of those officers be corrupted and conniye at it 2,.Itis, 
possibly, an erroneous opinion, but I find. myself rather: 


inclined to adopt that modern one which supposes: it. best 


for every country to. leave, its trade entirely free. from all, 


incumbrances, Perhaps no country, does this. at:present 
Holland comes. the. nearest to it; and her, hasan 


wealth seems to have encreased in. proportion. ginny 


Your. excellency | has, done me’ the: honour of . announcing 
to me your appointment ; L hope. soon to return the 
compliment by informing you of my demission. I find 
the various employments of merchant, banker, judge of 
admiralty, consul, 8c. &c. besides:my. ministerial function, 
too multifarious and too heavy for my old shoulders ; 3 and. 
have therefore requested, congress that I may be relieved ; 
for: in. this: point I agree even with my Enemies, that 
another ie pret be found who can better execute 


them,” Jidasiates sii vido dew Bike FRANKLIN, | 
uth & \ AA wer sah) Soy bye Hr A Ce by 


DORN 382,886 saw cane terete ssn <dltades 

cue re ae: guy ote ellin a. ee ha oe Pe ne ix oes Payt 

Stihl ih NE oust Tes Be GE oF G ae ho Ba Pir ery UBS WEEE Da 
* =a ¥ 


oe eee ee eh ee ae ek meen one vi PN i a Ay 
oy - ment “4 7 AR SS Bo Hae Ff on Pee ew) s 4 eta ae Ye ory | ne ae 
SEL es Pee ee he ER NRG TT) Bree eee. FD } 3aoe% Ge TR, pare? tis 
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pb? au Bat paltey yt yun hs ye i. ope apy brits ai 4y 
I cts wi Gr THE Rey, Dr. Gop sas: apepgady je 
New » Constituion of Masachusls—Maiaenane ren the 
! abel si ME to atc ARO 

| Ditak Sir,» oh hal Passy, May 25, fey 
m ‘Tt gives me Lge! pleasure to learn that’ ‘your 
new ‘constitution is at length ‘settled with so’ ‘great a degree 
of ‘unanimity and general ' satisfaction. Tt seems’ td me 
upon the whole a an excellent one} afd that if*there-are 
some particulars ‘that’ one mig have: ‘wished a’ little 
different, they are such as ‘cou Id hot in the’ present: state 
Of things have been well obiaitied otherwise ‘than they ‘are, 
‘and if by ‘experience found inconvenient, will ‘probably 
be changed hereafter. I would only mention at’ present. 
one article, that of maintenance for the clergy. ° It seenis 
to:me that by the constitution the Quakers: may be obliged 
to pay the tax for that purpose. But'as the great: end in 
imposing it is professedly the promotion of piety, religion, 
and morality, and those people have found means 6f 
securing “that end among ‘themselves without a regular 
clergy, and their teachers are not’ allowéd ‘to ‘receive 
money's) I should think it not right to tax them and" give 
the money to the teacher of the parish; but I imagine 
that in the laws to be made for levying parish taxes, this 
inatter ry be ni pe to their contentment. Yours, &c. 

rae cu + A irene ini. 


es ne | ne Sy Cink 1781. 
sso to The following. paper’ was delivered. this day to 
M. an »Aayneval to. be by him. communicated to: Count 


Vergennes in: order to:correct. some wrong ideas of that 
minister. B. F. 
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It seems to have been insinuated, either one 8 mis- 
take or ill will to the United. States. |, 
» (Ist. "That their merchants have combines, to oder 
the nl ping on ve ae 8 Tae 


dept tered 1a " corte? gage raile rae pees ay 

~ Tchaye known two instances wherein. bills. meetin 
on England have fallen. more:than 15. per cent lower than 
the ‘present price of/bills on France. 9) 4.0 ©) "ey 
oy The first:.was, in 1739 when an eatin being 
prajected,against Carthagene, the Government of England 
ordered: 3000 O.men to be raised in America, and transports 
seithi (protiisions.8:c.> to be furnished, forthe amount of 
which; expence: bills. were ordered to be, drawn::on the 
treasury at London. This.,adventitious, quantity of bills 
coming into-market, and being. more» than | the ;common 
course of the commerce required, occasioned the’ lowering 
of their price 421.per ‘cent, below. ad rate} before aceus- 
soniedte ibagsabiedo haw 26 athe bso UAE Die. 

. Phe like. baaaniel afew years, after, when on, a :pros- 
pect of shorti sitchen of corn im Europe,’ orders ‘sepre. reapinied 
tow iar bills ng ie ee in the country in sed ea vie 
- money for ‘the, purchase... This sudden, addition to “the 
quantity, ‘of bills produced a fall of 40 per cent: in’ their 
price. » And this must always happen i in some proportion 
when the quantity of any article in commerce execs the 
‘present demand. iow’ rT 

witte mabe it is considered that the merchants of k Ameer 


ces, 3 at etal distance from, sank wll reals a combination 
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will appear as “improbable,'a 48 that ‘the °fariérs'in’ France 
should combine to raise’the price’ of wheat. (97) oecoy 
© With regard ’to ‘the English ° ‘comtitiierce;' there is ‘none 
certainly but what is ‘contrabandj and ‘there “can! be "rio 
temptation to” such ‘contraband;’but for’ particular com- 
modities that are cheaper there than’in Frances)" The 
quantity ‘therefore ‘cannot’ ‘be ‘great. ‘Such “contraband i is 
found ‘difficult’ to" ‘prevent in’ all countries!"* It'isearried 
on’at this time between ‘France and Englands **But there 
| aré"many commodities much cheaper in’ Fran¢e, such as 
wines,’ silks, oil; modes, &c. which ‘will be of °great»Gon- 
stimption in America ; and when’ correspondencies”are 
‘once settled, and the people’ there become acquainted with 
the manu ufactures of France, the demand for them “will 
increase, these manufactures ‘will'of course'be improved ’in 
‘Boddiiess ‘a nd ‘cheapness, and _— ‘trade swapviensi si 
inient accordingly. G8 CheRY pt o Tengen): od ySURAe: 

It is difficult to change “suddenly the coniaanantieiatas 
connections, correspondencies and confidences that subsist 
between’ merchants, and carry them all into a) néw chaiinel, 
but time and a continuance of friendship willy make great 
alterations, sa Ce REG PEE ET TGS FRANKLIN. 

; ‘ cit ae GN. ORD ATE WL ee | ot ES ht a @ j 


To THE Hoy. Robert ‘Morris, Es. 
“Superintendant of. the Finances of the United, States. a 


y Dear Sumy miorvate “bloivte yRassy, Sarly 26 ; 1781. 
[have just received your very friendly” ‘letter of 
the 6th of Juiie past, ‘atinouncing”your appointment to” the 
suipétinténdance of ‘our finances. “This ‘gave ‘me! great 
pleasure, as from: biennial integrity, and abilities, 
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‘there’ is,reason, to hope every advantage the. public. can 
possibly receive. from. such an’ ‘office. - You are wise in 
estimating before hand, as the principal advantage youvean 
expect, the consciousness of having done service to your 
‘country: . For the business you have undertaken is. of so 
complex a nature, and must engross so much of your 
-time.-and. attention as necessarily. to hurt your. private 
auterests; (and. the public is often niggardly_ -evenof its 
thanks, ‘resembling ‘those little’ dirty stinking insects, that 
attack. us. only i in the dark, disturb our repose, molesting 
and wounding -us while our sweat and blood is’ -contribi I 
ting: to. their subsisteuee. Every, assistance . that,my 
situation: here, as. long as it continues, may enable €. me, to 
afford | you, shall. certainly be given. For besides my 
affection for the. glorious cause we are. both engaged. in,-I 
value. myself upon your friendship, and. shall be happy. if 
mine can be made of any use’ to you. With oe, and 
sinnihie iesteeoe I ami ever, agar: om Be. &e: 4 nines 
erste et Aonhaen Pe «iB. FRANKLIN. | 4 
PSS With hse T shall — an answer to your official 
etter mbes i Yor TO 'GSnp ite iow Ores ae tid 


To- His ExceLttency J. ADAMs, Beg." 
Capitulation of Lord Cornwallis—General Greene. 
fExrRacr.] 3 Ae ne Passy, Nov. 96; 1781. 

-c). © Y-sent forward last Saturday some packets and 


letters for you, which I hope got, to hand 1 in time: most 
— 4 frre AN sit on. sie Sahn eevian jy the 


s The apnea of Lord Cornwallis’ nba . 
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serpent, and gives..hopes that his future history will, be 
answerable. LL inclose’a packet which, [have.just.received 
from, General Washington,.and which, I suppose. contains 
the articles of, capitulati tion. It is.a.rare. eironmasans a 
| SCaRGe ito , be. met, with in history, that,,inone ‘War,.two 
armies. § should. be. taken, /prisoners completely, notia man 
in either. escaping. ahiiele is..another, singular..circumstance, 
that, an. » expedition. S0o complex, formed, fof, armies, of, 
different nations, and .of Jand and. seaforces, should. with 
such ;perfect. concord, be.assembled from, different places. 
by. land and water, form, their junction, punctually, without. 
the least retard’ by cross/accidents of wind;.or. ‘weather, | 
or interruption from the enemy ;,.and that the. army which 
was, their, object should i in. the mean. time. have the good- 
ness, to, quit a L Situation, from. whenceiit might haye escaped, , 
and place itself in another whence an escape was impossible, 
’ sos General Greene has done. wonders. too ,in Carolina... I 
hear that. a reinforcement _ was tobe. sent,him, from, the 
army.In. Virginia, and that there are hopes of his reducing. 
Charlestown. You have probably 1 in. the enclosed. packet 
the account mt ‘his last great action. Comte. de Grasse 
sailed, the 30th with the fleet, and part of the land-forces. 


‘His destination is janot Mentioned ys :c-5 eA vere ial’ s 


To Sir Epwanp Newenuam, Barn TRELano. 


Dusgeentn Resolutions —Trade between. Ireland: and 
ellie aiaiins sh ATI a eieild scihupi adil raps ince 
ilale seed ae soecnteod wae Oct..25:1783.» 

) oat Lovo od have just, received. your very’ kind letter 

of the 16thipast.. [ rejoice sincerely. to, hear of your safe 

return to yout own country, family. au: fneniiae ann: of. 


the success, of your election, «9... 4). 4 * 
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It is'a pleasing reflection arising from the contempla- 
tion of our: successful” struggle; and the “manly, spirited, 
and unanimous resolves at’ Dungannon, that liberty, which 
some years since appeared in danger of extinction, is now 
popping the ground she had lost, that arbitrary govern- 
ments-aré likely to become more ‘mild, and reasonable, and 
to expire by degrees, giving place to more equitable forms; _ 
one of the effects this of the art of printing which dif- 
fuses so general a light, augmenting with the growing day, 
and of so penetrating a nature, that all the. window shut- 
ters despotism : and priestcraft_ can oppose to” eet it 1 
prove insufficient. ie obi ones Bal oct! 

In. answer to your question respecting hae may | bet mee 
cessary to fix a trade between Ireland and America, Ti may 
acquaint; you between ourselves, that there i is some truth in 
the report you may have heard, of our. desiring to. now’ 7 
of Mr. Hartley whether he was empowered: or instructed 
to include Ireland in. the treaty of commerce proposed to 
us, and of his sending for. instructions on that head, which 
never arrived. That treaty is yet open, may possibly be 
soon resumed, ine it seems proper that something should 
be contained i init to prevent the doubts and misunder- 
‘standings that may hereafter arise on the subject, and sé- 
cure to Ireland the same advantages j dn trade that England 
may. obtain. You can best judge whether some law or 
resolution of your Partemedt, Py not be of use towards. 
gaining that point. . ee 

. My grandson joins me In aie of. every ‘kind: wv fel 

city for you; Lady Newenham, and all your. amiable fa- 
mily.. God. bless:you and give. success to your ‘constant 
endeavours for the welfare of your country... With true 
and great respect and esteem, " have the honor. to be fc. 
B. FRANKLIN. 
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eT ee eee i eee ae a ean Tee 
Bxrnacr: OF Al 0 Leen 0 rue Hon..Ropere, 
" » Morais. | i syeiek aie leat whee FFA 


awe Re (Superintendent of Finances’ United States: Sas 


Peay ft ee fetta ary Rp fet fi) ii say ; egg » zie ee trey rs! 
Remissness to, pay. T anes. mm, America,—The, b ar 40s, de 


Peth Mar 1¢ i. 
la Fe Fayette, Bite 


is HE? 


sed pry ce Ohi pee, Pes Oy eS 


Bi) hhh (Sttese ap doe daa | Passy; Deo 25y 17832": 
Verve eas es) see’ The: i OF dur’ people in 
‘paying taxes is wighy blamea ble, he unwillingness ‘to ‘pay 
them is stil tore $0." fs see e fn poet tions rwwn 


A rd ny 


to rate as they call ie the "page? money) gute of. ‘their 
pockets" “though only to ‘pay the interest’ and ‘principal “of 
‘debts duly contracted. "'T hey seem’ to’ ‘mistake’ the ‘point. 

Money justly due fromthe people is ‘their creditor’s mo- 
‘ey, : ‘and: no longer ‘the | money of the pedple, Ww who, if. they 
withhold it, should be ‘compelled to pay “by some law. 

Al” Proper ty indeed except the savage’ s ‘temporary “cabin, 
his. bow, his matchuat, and ‘other little acc quisitions abso- 
Titely necessary for his subsistence, soda ib né to be’ the 
creature of public convention. Hence the public has the 
right of regulating descents, and all other conveyarices of 
property, and even of limiting the quantity and’ the uses of 
it. All the’ property. that is necessary to a man’ ‘for the 
conservation ‘of the individual and the propagation of the. 
species, is his natural right, which none can justly deprive 
him of ; “put all’ property ‘superfitious to such purposes i is 
the property of the. public, who "by their laws have cre- 
ated it, and who may therefore by other laws: dispose’ of it 
whenever the welfare of the public ‘shall desire such dispo- 
sition. He that does not like civil society on these terms, 
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let him retire and live among savages. He can have no 
right to’ the’ benefits ‘of “og who: wi not pay hisvelab 
towards the support of it’ 

The Marquis de’ la’ Fayette who loves to be employed 
in our affairs, and is often very “useful, has lately had seve- 
ral conversations with the ministers ‘and ‘persons ‘concerned 
in forming new regulations réspecting the commerce be- 
twéeii our two’ countries, which are not yet concluded. I 
thought it therefore well to ‘communicate to him a copy of 
your letter which contains so many sensible and just obser- 
vations on that subject.. He will make a proper use of 
them, and perhaps they may have more weight as appear- 
ing to come from a Frenchman, than they would have if it 
“were: known that they were the observations of an Ame- 
rican. | perfectly agree with you in all the sentiments 
you have expressed on this occasion. ZN Vuh 

I am sorry for the public’s sake that you’ are gst: to 
quit your office, but on personal considerations | ‘I shall 
congratulate you. For I cannot conceive’ of a more 
happy man, than he “who. having been long loaded. with 
public cares, finds himself relieved from them, and_ en- 
joying: Derr repose iit ‘the bosom of his friends and 


family, ~ 
With’ sincere regard and attachment, Tam ever, flee 


Sir, sal sili Rite, oy ong B. FRanxuin.” 


| To B. Peres ee 
Recon on the Amerivan Treaty with Erigtand-< 
a a rGothit ik a a free Port, &ce 3 


‘Drax x Sin) PR a ~ Passy, | March 1784. 
Gaparty You ‘mention that. 1 may now. see verified 
all you said about binding down England to’ so hard a 


nie 
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poe 


peace. ; I suppose you..do,not mean: by,..the. American 
~ treaty.5, for ,we were. exceeding. favorable in not insisting 
on the reparations so justly due for the wanton burnings 
ef our fine towns. and. devastation. of our. plantations: in 
war now universally. allawed,to have, been originally un- 
Prt ist... Lmay,add that you. will also.see verified all I said 
me the article, respecting. the royalists, that,it-will occa- 
sion, ‘more. mischief than it ‘was, intended. to. remedy, and 
that it. would: have been better to have omitted ,all) men- 
tion of, them. . England. might have rewarded .them. ac- 
cording. to, their merits;at.no. very great expence, .. After 
the harms they. had. done to; us, it was s imprudent to dnsist 
on our doing them good: test a hh Mite eda 
_. Fam sorry for the eel you, mention of ithe} ‘Bilaee 
ficial, systems of, commerce; that would'have been exem- 
plary to mankind. . The making: England. entirely, a: free 
port, would, have, _ been the. wisest: eset taken for i its 
p6l Va ndRP og ikv'geinh ibis Yoliekoch odie? gt RY. iON WY 
- dewish slice to see. cahaie you: saya imapeetahlekesltet 
mine has undertaken to\write respecting the: peace. Itvis 
a, pity it has been delayed, Ifit had appeared:. earlier \it 
might, have prevented. much. mischief,, by, securing. our 
friends in their situations ; for we know not who wilh, suc- 
ceed them, nor whatisedibahesenilbiplana Bye dg are 
By my doubts of the propriety of my going soon: to 
et I meant no reflection on my friends or yours. 
Tf I had any call there besides the pleasure of seeing those 
whom I Jove, I should have no doubts. . «If D-live:to:arrive 
‘there I shall certainly embrace: your. ‘kind: invitation, and 
take up my abode with you. Make my meneR eet and 
respects acceptable to Mrs. Vaughan. .. wed WV 
_ ITknow not what foundation there can. vt fi saying. that 
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I abuse England’ as much as’’before the “peace. ‘Lan 

not apt, I mig to bevabusive : “of the two I on rather be 

SPused HOw sae RL GHD) Pheoiwo: inweps 
Welsh wiahd letters you desire. I wish! to — from 

you more frequently, and to have through you such new 

pamphlets ; as you may think worth my reading. i; am. 

ever, wy dear friend, dichiaig most affectionately, 

Heo pehome let chanadth: aed howds B. pigeons niet 

fie Bisirn pa ives nT 

Change i in 1 Administration je ereditary great er ¥ 

wm State, po hin 


| ‘ +) ina 
_ My pear FRIEND, | bis ib eto %y 1784. 

_» « { have this:moment received your favor of 
the 25th past, acquainting me with the change in admini- 
stration. Tam not sure thatin reforming the constitution, 
which is sometimes talked of, it would‘not be better’ to 
make your great officers of state hereditary: than to’suffer 
the inconvenience ‘of such frequent and total changes. 
Much faction and cabal ‘would be prevented by having 
an hereditary first’ Lord» of the Treasury, an hereditary 
Lord'Chancellor, Privy Seal, President of Council, 'Secre- 
tary of State, first’ Lord: of ‘the Admiralty &c. &c.°° It 
will not ‘be ‘said that the duties of these offices being 
important, ‘we cannot trust to nature for'the chance of ‘re= 
quisite talents, simce'we have an hereditary set of judges 
in the last resort, the House of Peers 5” an hereditary 
King ;and-in a certain German’ U seg i an’ a, 
a of Mathematics) © ©) Soonn 8 teghe 

We have not yet heardof’ the arrival of our expréss in 
Aimerica, who’carried the definitive treaty. He sailed the 
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26th of September. As soon as the ieee nOEe 

I shall immediately send you word of it. 0 
With great esteem a ‘am ever, -_ ete epee mr 

most. iabisaalbiditaie a boat 4. woe BoFRan Kn: 


So 


yg THE Hon. Joun Jay, New Yorn... “i 
Deas, mene a » PRassy, Feb: 85 1785. 


re wg discctited’ iby a ti Eire de la Payer: 
"your kind Sette of the 13th of December. It gave me 
pleasure on two other accounts, sit’ ‘informed me of the 
public’ welfare, | and that of. your, Lb may almost. ‘say our” 
dear little family ; "Wha s since IT had the pleasure of their 
being with me in the same house, Thave ever felt a ten- 
der affection ‘for them, equal I beliévé' to that of most 
iti Ui heise canst seni ain smarty the aast sip rd 
anne was ann peiaaulha I write to you. pre session 
only asa ‘private friend; yet I may mention: respecting 
public affairs, that'as far as I can perceive, the g aiatndagaial 
position» of this court towards us continues. I’ wish I 
could say as much for the ‘rest of the European courts. 
I think that their desire of being’ connected with us by, 
treatiés is of late: much ‘abated ; and this [suppose occa~ 
sioned by the pains. Britain takes’ to represent. us‘ every, 
where as distracted with divisions, discontented: ‘with: our. 
governments, the’ people unwilling to: pay taxes, the. con- 
gress unable to collect them, and many desiring’ the‘ rés- 
toration of the old government. ‘The English. papers are. 
full of this stuff, ‘and their ministers get it copied into 
the foreign papers. The moving. about of the, congress 
from place to place, has also a bad effect, in giving colour 
to the reports of their being afraid of the-people. , I hope 


a 


_ 
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they will soon:settle some where, and by the steadiness. 
and wisdom of their ‘measures dissipate all those mists;of | 
misrepresentation raised by) the remaining. malice of an- 
cient: enemies, and. establish our reputation for national, 
justice and prudence as they have done for ‘COUNRRS:: and 
perseveratice. AE TRO ER ht ee . 
It:grieves me that»we have not been able to discharge 
our first year’s. payment of interest. to this court, due the 
beginning of last month.. I hope it will be the only. fai- 
lure, and. that-effectual, measures will be taken to. be ex-. 
actly punctual. hereafter. The good paymaster, says the . 
proverb, 7s ord. of another man’s purse. -Lhe bad,one,. 
if he.ever has again, occasion to borrow, sls pay. dearly. 
for, bis carelessness and injustice...) le 
You are happy in having got back safe. to your; country,» 
I should be, less unhappy, if L could imagine the delay, of . 
my, congeé: useful to the states, or in the least degree, neces- 
sary. , But, they, have many equally capable of doing all 1. 
haye,to, do, here. . The. new, proposed treaties are the most.. 
‘ important;things 5, but two can go through them as well,as . 
three,.,,jf, indeed, any., are likely to be completed , which, I. 
begin, to ,doubt, ..since, the new ones make little progress, 
and. the.old, ones which, wanted only. the.fiat, of congress. 
seem, NOW, to.be gather, going backward ;...[ mean those.[., 
baa projected with..Denmark and. Rortuvales =e 
_My grandsons are, sensible of the eat revi Tes. 
Pinan and present their respects to you. and, Mrs. 
Jay. Ladd my best.wishes of health,and happiness to. you. 
all,, being, with, sincere esteem and affection, dear Sir, your. 
most obedient humble servant, sinity Da Fra NKLIN« ©. 


rev ‘ mt " . Ss at A ite 2 ere v at AQ, eh a 
gulp iter apn granitic d desde ayer ipa st 


* 
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Ries tr wpa sa kyon aypoghyre! 4 ie <3 erase. limes yest 
ade ine ey To: M. SMALL «|: to foie an i: 
dh isin form of Praye yer —American 
SERIE Suh, pias +e MR we 
Nene iin Royalists, Se. ; 
SE ORR EU OD DRE: hens 
Dean Sin, | Pidindelibia rit 28, 1787. 
‘Spe ‘I received your kind létter ‘of ‘June 6, 86, 


| and [ answered it, though long after the recéipt. Ido not 
3 perceive by your sécond favor of July 87, that my answer 
ms then come to hand, but hope ‘it may since that time. 

~ Thave not lost any of the principles: of: ‘public economy 

yeu'once knew me possessed of; but'to get the bad cus- 
toms of a country ‘changed, and new ones, though Better, 
introduced, it is necessary first to remove the prejudices of 
the ‘people, enlighten their ignorance, and convince them 
that their interest will be promoted by the proposed chan- 
ges: and this is ‘not the work of a day. Our legislators 
are ‘all land-holders ; ‘and they are not yet /perstiaded ‘that 
all taxes are finally paid “by ‘the land. ' Besides our coun- 
try is 80 ‘sparely: settled, the habitations particularly in the 
back countries, bemg perhaps five or six miles distant’ from 
each other, that the time and labour of the collector in 
going from house to house, 2 and being obliged to ealll often 
before he can recover the tax, amounts to more than the 
tax is worth, and therefore we have been forced into the 
mode of indirect taxes,” i. ei ecniccaih on nt importation of ha 
and excises, ssiaiiasiie 8 Come 

©“ [have made no attenipt to inttoduce the form of prayer 
here, which you and good Mrs. Baldwin do me ‘the honor 
to -approve. » ‘The things of this world take up too much 
of my time, of which indeed I have too little left, to un- 


* 


PART II. | OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 481 


+ 


dertake any thing like a reformation in matters of religion. 
When we can sow good seed, we should however do it, 
and wait, when we. can do no better, with patience na- 
ture’s time for their sprouting. Some lie many years in 
the ground, and at length certain. favorable’ seasons or 
circumstances bring them forth with vigorous shoots and 
plentiful productions...) 7 

Had I been at home as you. sich soon after the peace, 
1 might possibly have mitigated. some of the severities 
against the royalists, believing as 1 do that fear and error 
rather than malice occasioned their desertion of their coun- 
try’s cause, and adoption of the. King’s, ‘The public re- 
sentment against them is now so far abated, that none.who 
_ask. leave. to return areirefused, and many of them.now 
live among us much at their ease. .As to the restoration 
of confiscated estates, it is an.operation. that none of. our 
politicians. have as yet ventured to propose. ‘They are a 
sort of. people that love to fortify, themselves in. their pro- 
jects by precedent. Perhaps they. wait to see: your \go- 
vernment .restore the forfeited estates in Scotland’ to. the 
Scotch, those in Ireland to the Irish, and those in England 
to the Welch. . i 

_ Lam glad that the distressed exiles i remain 1 with y you 
have received, or are likely to receive, some compensation 
for their losses, for I commiserate their situation, It. was 
clearly incumbent on the King to indemnify those he had 
seduced by his proclamations: but it seems not so clearly 
consistent with the wisdom of parliament to resolve doing 
at for him. If some mad King should think. fit in 
freak. to make war upon, his subjects of Scotland, orw 101 
those of England, by, the help of Scotland and, Ire E nd 

Vou. I. o°H 
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the Stuarts did) may he not encourage followers. by. the 
precedent of these parliamentary gratuities, and thus. set 
his subjects to cutting one another’s throats, first with the 
hope of sharmg in confiscations, and then with. that. of 
compensation in case of disappointment ? The council of 
brutes without a fable were aware of this. Lest that fable 
may ies not have fellow) in ‘ile way, I inclose a copy 
of it. phib ciaebintiye naa | 

vine dbichecll ni bith pins seems to. a a 
growing improvement in the sentiments of both nations in 
the economical science. All Europe might be a great 
deal happier, with a little more understanding. We in 
America have lately had a convention ‘for framing a new 
constitution. Inclosed I send you the result of their deli- 
berations. | Whether it will be generally acceptable and 
carried into execution is yet to be seen; but present apr 
pearanged are in its favor. hk i. PRR 

_ Lam always glad to hear fain you, ind of your. “me 
fare. £ remember with pleasure the happy days we have 
spent together. Adieu, and believe me. ever, om dear 
friend, yours most affectionately, . af eka 
B. Faingun.. 

To M. Doronr pE Nemours, at Parts. 
New Constitution of the United States— Principles of 
ibaa Trade, Be. Au 


oS Byron whi oun Philadelphia, Sian 9, 1788... 
of eds your favor of December 
with the extract’ of a letter which you wish ‘to have 
translated and published here. But seven States having, 


& 


PART Il. OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 485 


before it arrived, ratified the new Constitution, and others 
being daily expected to do the same, after the fullest dis- 
cussion in convention, and in all the public papers, ‘tll 
every body was tired of the argument ; it seemed too late 
to propose delay, and especially the delay that must be 
occasioned by a revision and correction of all the sepa- 
rate Constitutions. For it would take at least a year to 
convince thirteen States that the Constitutions they have 
practised ever since the revolution, without observing any 
imperfections in them so great as to be worth the trouble 
of amendment, are nevertheless so ill formed as to be 
unfit for continuation, or to be parts of @ federal govern- 
ment. And when they should be so convinced, it would 
probably take some years more to make the connections. 
An eighth State has since acceded, and when a ninth is 
added, which is now daily expected, the Constitution. will 
be carried into execution. It is probable however that at 
the first meeting of the new Congress, various amend- 
ments will be proposed and discussed, when I hope your 
Ouvrage sur les principes et le bien des republiques en gé- 
néral &c. &c. may be ready to put into their hands ; and 
such a work from your hand I am confident, though it 
may not be entirely followed, will afford useful hints, and 
produce advantages of importance. * But we must not 
expect that a new government may be formed, as a game 
of chess may be played, by a skilful hand, without a fault, 
The players of our game are so many, their ideas so diffe- 
rent, their prejudices so strong and so various, and their 
particular interests independent of the general seeming so 
opposite, that not a move can be made that is not con- 
tested ; the numerous objections confound the understand- 


a 
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ing; the wisest must agree to some unreasonable. things, 
that reasonable ones of more consequence may be ob- 
tained, and thus chance has its share in many: of the de- 
terminations, so that the play is more like tric-trac with 
a box of dice. : | 

We are much pleased with the disposition of your  go- 
vernment to favour our commerce, manifested in the late 
réglement. You appear to be possessed of a truth which 
few governments are possessed of, that A must take some 
of B’s produce, otherwise B will not be able to pay for 
what he would take of A. But there is one thing want- 
ing to facilitate’ and augment our intercourse. It is a 
dictionary, explaining the names of different articles of 
manufacture, in the two languages. When I was in 
Paris | received a large order for a great variety of goods, 
particularly of the kind called hardwares, i. e. wares: of 
iron and steel: and when I shewed the invoice to your 
manufacturers, they did not understand what kind of goods 
or instruments were meant by the names: nor could any 
English aud French dictionary be found to explain them. 
So [ sent to England for one of each sort, which mighi 
serve both as explanation and as a model, the latter being 
of importance likewise, since people are prejudiced in 
favour of forms they have been uséd to, though perhaps 
not the best, They cost me 25 guineas, but were lost by 
the way, and the peace coming on the scheme dropped. 
It would however, as I imagine, be well worth receiving. 
For our merchants say we still send to England for such 
goods as we want, because there they understand our or- 
ders, and can execute them precisely. With great and 
sincere esteem, Iam, &c, | B. FRANKLIN. 


PART II. © OF BENJAMIN. FRANKLIN. 485 
/ 


s To: THE “PRinTER. OF THE EVENING Heratp, é 


Justification of thé State of Massachusetts, against eoltaits 
> Censures in the British Papers. | 
Sir, 

The British news-writers are very assidu- 
ous in their endeavours to blacken America. Should we 
not be careful not to afford them any assistance by censures: 
of one another, especially by censures not well founded ? 

I lately observed in one of your papers, the conduct 
of the State of Massachusetts reflected on as being mcon- 
sistent and absurd, as well as wicked, for attempting to 
raise a tax by a Stamp Act, and for A a on the Slave 
Trade. 

The writer of those reflections might have considered, 
that their principal objection to the Stamp Tax, was, its 
being imposed by a British parliament, which had no 
right to tax them, for otherwise a tax by Stamps 1s perhaps 
to be levied with as little inconvenience as any other 
that can be invented. Ireland has a Stamp Act of its 
own; but should Britain pretend to impose such a tax 
on the Irish people they would probably give a general 
opposition to it, and ought not for that to be charged 
with inconsistence. 

One or two merchants in Boston, employing ships in 
the abominable African trade, may deservedly be con- 
demned, though they do not bring their slaves home, but 
sell them in the West Indies. 'The State as such, has 
never, that I have heard of, given encouragement to the 
diabolical commerce; and there has always been fewer 
slaves in the New England governments, than in any other 
British colonies. National reflections are seldom just, 
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and a hole people should not be decried for the crimes | 
of a few individuals. ‘¢ 
Your inserting this may make that brave paki some F 
amends, and will oblige one of your customers who is 
A PENNSYLVANIAN. 
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